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From novel to texts, writing int

By MAGGIE HANSAH
Herald staff writer

Halton Hills has dozens,

even hundreds of artists, arti-
sans, pholographers, crafts
people, entertainers, athletes
and hobbyists. But only a
handfu! of these are wrilers
and moat of the writers work fn
the reacarch and local histy-
. ey calegory,
- Jim Henderson of R.RA,
Actun 18 The exception to thal
group in that among his many
published books and articles ia
included one novel, Copper-
head,

Copperheud appeared in Bri-
tish, American and Canadian
bookslores in hardcaver ip
1971, 1t 13 out of print now and
Mr, Henderson doesn't expect
it o be re-printed but rthat
doesn’t aller the fact that he
cracked Lhe popular fiction
market and produced a 1ype of
writing very few people ever
seriousiy attempl.

ABOUT ESPIONAGE

Copperhead is abmit espio-
nage and the wrong-doings of
Canadian counter-intelligence

agents, Mr. Henderson says. -

While it isnt what might be

- termed & murder mystery il

does contain at least one dead
hody and u Iot of gnanswired
questions. The title refers o
the head side of the Canadlan
penny and is a part of the plot.
© When asked how he went
aboul preparing his plot Mr,
Henderson just laughs.

“It would have been a decent
novel if 1°d plotled i1, he says,
“bul I didn'l, T started with a
scene that intrigued me. When
i got that done I began thinking
about what would have coused
the scene. T wouhd up working
in concentric circles almost,
When | got to a part that bored
me I'd leave it and go on lo
anolher scene I wanted to do
and trust to luck that I'd figure
ou{ a way 1o hook themy up
Inter.”

- Mr. Henderson feels that
everyone has one novel in
them, usually about them-
selves.

- "Then they tun out of raw
mualerial and have to guit,” he
s0Ys.

" For Copperhead he tried
hard 1o avoid dipping into his
own psyche or lhat of his
friends or relalives. While
sume authors are exlremely
exacting plotters and write out
sketches of their characters so

Hafton nuthor Jim Henderson has tried his hand
writing school texts. His only novel, Copperhead,

different publishers In 1971.
writers

they know what sort of reac.
tion to expect {rom the charac
for i a given diluation, that
tsn't his way. He relies on
instinet to guide him,

He ajgrees wilth the adviee
handed oul 1o would-be authors
1 choose 4 selting they know
well for their book sad wrile
about what they feel,

“Otherwise you're just mak-
ing things more difficull for
yoursell,™ he says. Il you
have tomake itall upit’s going
to sound made up and thal will
destroy the eredibility.

Sinceespidfage isn't the spr1
of jub orhobby the average
persan gels mvolved wiltls The
Hernld asked how Mr. Hender-
san fell sufficienlly ot Bome
with it 1o wrile about it. He
says he knew o callege pringi-
palduring his dayvs at o British
universily who was apparently
up to ears in the espionage
game and was instrumental in
piding a couple of well-known
British defectors in gelting to
Russia,

FERFECTLY CHARMING

“"He was a perfecily charm-
ing fellow,” he recalls. “There
was nothing about him o
indicate what he was doing. No
one suspected anything until
after the pair got to Russta and
then it all came out whal he'd
been daing. It was vhvious that
agenls are just nocmal prople
like you zod me.”

That deesn't niean he didn'l
have to do a certain amount of
rescarch.

"1 did quile a bit of research
In odd places,”” he says,
"because most of whal I want-
e (0 know wasn't casy lo come
by. For instance, 1 had to hind
out somelhing about methods
of imerrogation used in tolali-
tarian socicties in order to be
authentic, 1 looked up torture
in the subject file at the
Torento library but 1 found
what [ wanted inan old issue of
Look magazine 1'd picked up
by neeident.

Although wriling a novel was
a new field for Mr. Henderson
there was nothing new in the
iden of writing, He wrole for
and edited university papers in
his student days, He wrote o
newspaper column in Britain
and when he emiprated to
Canada and began working as
a CBC television producer in
British Calumbia he found he
was Still writing a lat, if nol

_whole scripls, lhen at least
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He now works for the
Toronta Board of Kducation as
an administralor and is heavi
Iv involved 1n educational
publishing.

-
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tating part of themselves, he
had no such fechngs about
Copperbead. o was sinictly a
l..‘ﬂli'lllh'.'r{‘iitl venture iJ.I]Lf ”IL‘
anly proflemm was the techmeal
ane of whether he could cul 1t

" IriLﬂpIumhin:guml wirine g |

and driving a cab and | wasn't
any good o1 any of them,” he
okes, "Wriling was a  last
resorl, |opuess,™

He says wriling text books is
much mare satisfying  than
writing a novel.

“You know you're going to
wrile 600 wards 5 day,” he
explains. “You know you'll
work tea schedule. You'll start
on OCtuber 1 a1 9 am. and
you'll finish an June 3 at 4 pun.
and you'll colieet 'x* dollars
aml i's #ll very neat and
well-ordered.™

Writing a novel, on the other
handd, is pothine ke thal, He
casually mentioned to his wile,
Juddy, thit he'd like (o iry his
hind al a novel and she “very
nitively'' encouraged him.
never <doubled
Ihat be'd get the novel finished
Wit didd doubt that i1 would sell,
he says., )

SENTSTORY

He jat a pertion of it writlen
and then sent a story outline 1o
a Canadian publisher. He
believes devoutly in the Cana-
dian publishing indusiry so he
chivse a Canadian firm delibe-
ralety, They, however, don't
believe so devoully in Cana-
dizn wrilers. He is pleased
they took the trouble to make
iheir refusal by way of a

persumitl letter rather than a

form [etter, but the reason was
annaying. Nobady is interested
in & novel set in Capada, they
tald ki,

He completed his story any-
way, then wondered how to get
it published. Mrs. Henderson
supgested they compile a )ist
of American publishers and
start al the top. '

Thelop New York publishing
huuse in those doys was Alfred
Knopl, he says, but getting o
telephone call asking him to
cul his manusecript to ahout
tH,000 words because it was {oo
long as it slood came as quite a
shock, I he could cut it down
they would seriously consider
publishing it, they told him.

Mr. Henderson savs hat
while some wrilers get so
altached to their work that
culhing it would be like ampu.

at all types of writing and clalms to prefer
was released In three countries by three
He gecs writlng an a compulsion rather than just a hobby for most
thus the number who pursue It are fewer than with other forms of recreatlon,
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Mrs. Heonderson says she
read the ehapiess as her hus-
bind Garshed them botl they
pever diseissed the bogk dur-
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i the writing nor did they
Hescuss ways to solve problems
he wirs having wilh the plot,
“Hsoan experience, living
wilth tomeone who eats and
steeps amnd l.‘ll't'i'l.ﬂﬂ‘:‘ei i noyel "
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HEdUCES HEAT LOSS

Up to 20% and helps
prevent blistering and
peeling of exterior paint

Sale Price
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she gdmits, “You know when
you're talking to them and
they aren't listening. Yot can
see i when they're some place
else [H's interesting to see the
process.”
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eresting career |

Mr. Hesderson says it took
about 3 year te wnite Copper-
head. Since he had no plot
outline he ereated such a mess

Continued un page 20
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WALLPAPER

'SAVE *6.00

Factory Sale Price
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GALLON*

SMOOTH SCRUBBABLE

Semi-Gloss Enamel
for kitchen and bathroom

h walls, ceilings and trim

WALLPAPER

- WASHABLE
- PREPASTED

) GALLON*

carpet - flooring - draperies

is in your own home !
We specialize in

' courteous service,

low prices, |

professiongl

installation and

Free Estimates

*

Call Today for
Shop-At-Home Sarvice

'GEORGETOWN DECORATING CENTRE
DOWNTOWN GEORGETOWN -

65 MAIN ST. S. 8774193
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