d Police main issue at Acton can

. oy, S TR ke 3 L S TR e o e R e ey g g BT s

bR R A LA R A = oa

i S ———— e e e— A g i
. i 5

i

n
L)
L}
-
a
»
[ ]
[ ]
L |
[ ]
)
L]
[ ]
[
L
[ |
|
-
.
o
-
o
-
i
.
...
]
-
M
*
-
[
.
1
N
L]
T
n
[ ]
-
-y
o
-
9 |
]
-
L]
o
&
-
|
-
|
l."
e
-.
£
]
L]
:
s
T ¥
]
| ]
L ]
-
.

L]

L
']
=
| ]
L
a
-
5
i
L]

i

- m g g o =
Bt Tl

|

=

--.--..-.-...-.-.--_*.'-...'

-
=
&

=
a

Ll
h

-

¥

3

[

4

}
b

s
i
]

""-..

-
'..q"'-l.lllh?-h-i'-i-"l
a

LB A Itk 8 N L L LR R P e s

W Ty B oa a or % W oa wE - = -

i -

!

Sparse attendance

Terry Grubbe (left) and Dave \Whiting, l:ﬂ.rldid:li.l.‘l In the look pretty relaxed. The dwo take u break al Monday night's
allcandldates meeting in Aclon where they faced local voters,
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ACTON’S CHOICE

upcoming by-electlon for one of Aclon's town counchl seal both

{iferald pholo)

By LORI TAYLOR
Herold stafl writer

In a ‘state of the unicn’
address to reglonal counctllors
last Thursday, Halton's acting
police-chlef James Harding
acknowledged that while the
controversial force does in-
deed have problems, it is
beyond doubt they will Im-
prove.

The acting-chief oullined a
number of problems at the
meeting which was convened
at the request of regional

. council. He said the foree has

difficully embracing regiona-
ilsm and the recerds deparl-
ment of the force s in o
shambles.

He satd transfers within the
force might help alleviate this
problemn gnd added the foree is
nlso considering ecstablishing
morality and fraud squads,
The force is already headed
towards the establishment af a
crime prevention hureau.

The meeting began  wilh
Oakville Mayor Harry Barretl,
chairman ¢f the commission,
outlining the history- of the
force for the benefit of the
councillors, from the time it

- was formed in 1973 to the time

the force took over the policing
for all the townshlps, and upto
the day when the commission
requested that the Ontario
Police Commission conduet an
investigation of the force in
prder (o give the comimnission
an overview of the manage-
ment and operation of the
force.

“W¥y relationship with the
commission is excellent,”
Deputy-Chicf Harding said. I
am impressed that the com-
mission's aim is to obtain for
Halton the highest possible
stendard of policing. I am

_ proud of the fact that 1 am able

1o soy at this meeting that we
have olficers and men in this

_ force who are capable of that."”

FOLICE REPORT

The deputy-chlel outlined
the problems which have been
dogging the force, and the
stotus of the solutlons 1o these
problems, He said he Is sl
looking at many [acets of the
force's operation belore mak-
ing changes.

One of the concerns €Xpres-

" sed in lost year's controversial

police associniion report was

. the workload of the officers,

Deputy-Chief Harding said.
The answer to the heavy

. warkload might be insulficient
. ' numbers of officers, or poar

deployment, or a lack of
proficiency on the part of the
officers, hut it is probably “'a

combination of the three," he
' sald.

The Deputy-Chiel said he
has taken the oppertunily,
since he had been appointed

acting chief, to visit every
division In each district, and

talk to the officers and men,
Individualiy and in groups.
“Unfortunately, my visits to
the divisions and distriets were
the first opporiunily for many

of the men to meet their .

chief,'” he sald.

e touched on the recent
{d4sue of publle concern about
the police use of firearms,
saying he wanted o be sure,
before a gun ls issued fo a
police officer, that the man is

proficient with the gun and i3
fully aware of the laws which
stote the circumstancea under
which he may use iL.
" "'I'm an ex-soldier and proud
of it he sald, "“I'm not a
cowboy and I don't intend our
officers lo be either.”
Selting up & crimo preven-
- tion bureau is one of Deputy-

Chief Harding's most imme-
diate goals. He said the force is
locked (nto a ‘"reactlve
posture”  with regards to
crime.

Deputy-Chief Harding said
he will be appointing a regio-
nal Crime Prevention Officer
in October, and hopes eventu-
ally to hove o Crime Preven-
tion Officer in each district.

COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Promotions, which were a
bone of coentention with the
officers, according to the asso-
ciation report on morale on the
force, are now being brought
up to daote, Deputy-Chicf
Harding sald. During June,
July and August, al! 80 officers
who had applied for promo-
tions had been interviewed.
Two have since been promaoted
[rom sergeant Lo stafl
sergeant, and seven {rom
constable 1o sergeant.

In order to ensure that every
officer is aware of what is

expected from him in order to

qualify for promotion, guide-
lines have been deawn up and
distributed to each division,
the deputy-chief sald. He said
transfers within the region will
also be Increasing lo encour-
ape the development of a sense

of unity.

When Mayer Barrett threw
the floor open for questions,
the first to tnke advantage of
the opportunity was Burling-
ton regional councillor Walter

Mulkewich who requested the

meeting belween the commis-
sion osnd the council earlier
Lhis summeoer.

He asked whether the Halton
police commission was consi-
dering the formation of a
citizen review board to deal
with complaints about the
force. _

Glenn Magnuson, vice-
~hairman of the commisslon,
said the commission had dis-
sussed the matter thoroughly,
and felt that it wouldn't want to
se¢ a review board sclely for
Haultorz, but would be in faver
of 2 board on the provincial
level, Mayor Barrell added
that he felt the complaint
procedure now open to the
public would virtually guaran-
tee that the cemplainant would
receive satisfaction.

FRAUD SQUAD

Deputy-Chief Harding sald
the force would be looking in
the near fuiure at forming a
fraud squad, and a morality
snuad, because the incidences
of both types of crime justified
the use of a group of investiga-
lors. The- morality squad
would be involved with crimes
involving drugs, liguor and
such oflences as kecping .a
common bawdy house, he said.

Halton Hills councitlors Roy

Acting chief confident
~ situation will improve =ivs oo
-tCome e/gérafe wifla
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COME SAVE ON BEAUTIFUL HOME FURNISHINGS.

Booth asked whelher the force
was considering puiting sirens
back in the police crulsers,
particufurly in Georgetown,
where the cruisers had been
equipped with them before Lhe
regionalization of the force. He
said he has heard complaints
from officers who believe the
sirens i3 an advanlage, and
{rom citizens who belicve the
Nashing lights are inadequate.

Deputy-Chief Harding said
the trend among police forces
is towards removing sirens,
and that studies tend Lo indi-
cate sirens cause more acci-
dents than not,

HIGHEST PAID

“I've been told this foree hos
the highest paid officers in
Ontario or Cenada, I've been
told they have the preltiest
uniferms, and 1've béen told
we have the lowest cost per
capita of policing, none of
which jmpresses me in the
least,'" Oakvllie councillor
Laurie Manncll said. He asked
Deputy-Chicf Harding what his
priorities would be if the
council ware to hand him a
large sum of money to do with
as he wished.

Deputy-Chiel Harding said
he wotld put the money into
manpower, training and equip-
ment, He pointed oul that to
man one patrol zone 24 hours a
day requires six officers, o
portable radio, cruisers, train-
ing and eguipment, The cost (o
man one zone is in the neigh-
borhood of $160,000, he said.

Some of the regional council-

‘lars expressed their concern

-about a lack of liason buetween
social agencles in the region
and the police depariment.
Qakville counciller Terry
Maonnell asked if the men
patrolling the strects are
committed, and whether or not
they feel free to make supge-
stions to the administration.
*'By far the majority are
dedicated professional pulice
officers,'" Depuly-Chiel
Harding answered. "They {cel

- bad when they are whipped by

the press, when they are
whipped by the politicians and
when they are whipped by
senior police officers. My offi-
cers are second to none.”

*“The officers have been
bathed in a shower of
embarassing remarks  from
the Ontario Police Commission
report,” he added. ""The offi-
cers need assurance that they
have public support.”

“The time musl die whern the
chief and the senior officers
are always right,” Depuly-
Chief Harding said. 1 have a
wealth of knowledge nnd ex-
pertise with my officers on the
sireet and I'd be pretty stupid
not to use it.”’

Poliwe protection i Acton
wis Wi B pest issue rarsed at
the sparsely attendi«d Meet the
Condedates  Night  in Acton
Meondav, with both ward one
candidales Terry Gruobbe and
Dave Whilinp  staling  thes
believed the pobce were doing
i betler jobon town than they
wirre g given ensdn for

“Hos certanly a good [oree,
miore elffwerent than Peel and
baller than Melra,” said Mr
Whiting?, He said a probiem
peliee have hoad  sanee the
ivention of the car s, thal i is
imareefhennt lfii.'lfl'll'l.‘ri A car
theanny onn Tipent

“The probtem s (he police
loser touehy with the communig-
v, he ndded.

Mrs, Gerubbye  eaomrepemded
the police for there conperalion

The Norith Hahon Contact
Centre would like to form a
proup of Friends of the Contact
Centre, with prople who wottld
like 10 assizl the centre but
who don’l have the lime to
answer the phones.

Calthy Hulley, a spokesman
[ur the centre, said this type of
arganizatian  would aflow
people who don’t have the 12
hours a month to donate to
stalfing the phones, to provide,
assistance le Lhe contact
cenire in other ways. She said
the Friends of the Conlact
Cenlre organizalion is being
visualised os o fund.-raising
orgagization for the contact

with her i the Commuenits
Services Conter, She said bt
ler conranications  belween
podice and the communtly
wapld help soive maony of the
probiems which do exis

HESPONSIBILATY

[t wis pennled oul ol 1he
meeting that pehee prolection
in lown is a regional respon-
sihility, ool a municipal one,
and thar any decisiotis 1hal
woere miaede were out of the wo
cantdulates” hands

Fower than 20 people atbend-
edd the mmvenng in the Acton
Thigh Schonl, wweludhing press,
Chamber of Commerce repre-
semtalhives and candidales.
Chambuer of Commperes presi-
Joem Jake Ratken bBlatusd in-
suflficien alvanee nalice (or

centre.

The members ol this group
could do baking for a hake
fable, amd ge! involved o
similar Tlund-raising aclivitivs,
because they would not need (o
remain anonymous. The orga-
nization would have no contact
with the voliuntevers other than
with a spokesman  for the
centre, so lthe confidentiality of
the cenlre's activities will eon-
linwe, Mrs, Helley said.

The Friends of 1he Conlact
Centre would be the linson
between the public and the
volunteers, she said.

Mrs, Hulley said a numbaer of
people have come lorward to
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thie: ponr turnoal,

Itoth  candedaies, i thar
opening remarks, sanl Avton
peeths s slrome andachive vooce
en eouneil. Mro Whiting told
the aifurmal gathering e
keep peiting snowed under by
Ceonrpetown”"

e admitted  that Hallen
Hills 1» here to siay, but
coipelutded We'se ot to work
ltard when at's three against
nane, "

Mrs Grubbe said she beliey-
el thal often, when the towns-
puple say Actan is losimg its
wlentity, it is breause they are
iving i iway, i cantsee any
Welcomne 1o Acton signs,” she
prnntedd aul.

Alhouet she has previous!y
clemed the exislance of issucs

volunteer Lheir 1ime o answir
telephones lellowing the recent
publicity aboul the neosd for
mare volunteers, The centre
has also received donations
from the puyblic, but moure
maoney i$ sl necded 10 keep
the cenlre floing. Anyone wish-
ing to donale funds to -the
coplacl cenlye can send their
denation le the North Hallon
Contact Cenlre, PO Box HS,
Georgelown.

Those wishing to pive their
time, ecither as volunteers
answering the phones or to the
#riends of the Contact Centre,
an ¢all the conlact contre al
f77-1241, and leave their name
and address,
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Anyocne who can play or uscd to play Band

Instruments -

Clarinet,

Flute, Trumpet -

whatever, the Acton Citizens' Band Is offering

a qulck refresher course so that

you can

sharpen up your skills and joln the Band.
Some Instruments can be supplied,
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Please enquire from

GEORGE ELLIOTT - 853-0365
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didates meeting

in this campaign, she did list a
number of concerns  which
peeple have mentioned to ber
in the ¢ourse of the campatgn.
These included “complete and
told] confusion about regional
povernment,” lack of a strong
Acton voice on fown council,
the need for more shopping
fag)lities, the loss of town's
identity, higher taxes, more
serviees for seniors and police
proteciion.

There is a lack of commini-
cation briween our councitlors
and this lown, she said, 1
clected, Mrs, Gruble plans
“monthly meetings where |
will bt available.”

She said her committment 1o
counci! would be cuomplete.
“1'm o human being who has to
b involved, 1'm oot alraid of
ther exira committment.”

FLEXIBLE WORK

AMr. Whiting echowd her sen-
Limenis regarding  committ-
ment. 1'd be wtally comnit-
tedd 1o council, My work s
Mexible."

1o is concerned mainly with
Acton’s lack ol a woice on
caouncil, mentioning 1the newly
restructured lydre commis-
s1an, with one Aclon represen-
lative ageinst lwe from
Georgelown and the mayor.

Higher lax assessmenls in
the Bovis subdivision will
promid a ratepayers group
[rom the area, he sald, “They
will go to the judiciary,’” in
their fight apainst their higher
Lxes,

Taxes on the pewer homes
are higher than on elder ones
becuuse the provinee has
changed its assessment {act-
ars over the years, %

This was the only pubiie
forum arranged [or the candi-
dates in the by-clection. Voling
will take place next Tuesday.
Oviohber U,

® Bedroom
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USE YOUR

CREDIT

Everything except appliances

robert gougeon

HOUSEHOLD FURNISHING

ﬂﬁﬂluin St. South
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