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Annual meeiing

Hikers want action to save the Bruce Trail

The Bruce Trail Association
wanls the provinclal govern-
ment 1o act quickly in securing
a permanent right-of-way for
the Trail, before the Trail is
broken up any more by lund-
owners closing down sections
of 1L

Al 3 meeting of the Bruce
Trail Assoclation at Erindale
College on the weckend, asso-
¢lation members  ndicated
their dissatisfaction with the
government’s reluctance to
uctl immediately o preserve
the trail, which winds through
Terra Cotta, Silver Creck,
Limehouse ond Speyaide on its
way south from Tobermory to
Niagara Falls,

The trail association has
vneowtered problems in re-
cent years with landowners
closing down the sections of

the trail wh¥ch pass through -

their property. 1 is estimated
that about 45 per cent of the
trail is now on roads, rather
than threugh the bush.
COMEFORWANLD

The association would like to
see the provinee come forward
with mended |egislation Lo
secure a permanent roule for
the trail, and funding tv help
the association pegotiate wilh
landowners for ecasements,
right-ol-ways and other means
for bringing the trail back into
One piece.

The governinent has indicat-

¢d 1t would prefer to wait yntil
lthe master plan of the Niagara
Escarpment Commission
(NEC} receives final cabinet
approval before taking any
aclion, association secretary
ltay Lowes said. Bul cabinel
appraoval could be two years in
the future.

George Shepherd, spokes-
man for the Niagara Escarp-
ment  Central Ralepuayers
Association {(NECHA)Y, savs
the traill association bas only
itself and the expropriation
powers in the Niagara Escarp
ment Planning and Develap-
ment Act to bhlame for the
prablems il is encountering
willh landowners along  the
tscarpment.

“The Hruce Frail Associa-
tivn should remember they
had their best success with
handshake deals with land-
awners,"” Mr. Shepherd said.
“*That should prove they don't
newd legislation to expropriale
or buy land along the trail
route.”

*They had the good will of
the Yandowners and they threw
it away by their strong lobby-
inge with the government on the
aptimum route for the trail and
by getting a member on the
commmission who seemed Lo see
the commission s a way (o gel
an easement over the trail in
perpetuity,” he continded.
“the Bruce Trail Association
woultd have been far better off

NEC master plan is expected
near the end of October

lierald Speclal

The proposed master plan
for the Niagarn Escarpiment
should be released O¢n. 20, the
Nuigarn Escarpmemt Come
mission  (NECY ehairman
SavY,

[var MoeMallin, NIEC chair-
man, said today that  fural
tnuches are shill beimng pul on
the masier plan propoes:sl
belore i Eoes to the printers,

Abowr hall the proposal was
sitnt oot Wednesday amd the
other hadl should pgo oul tday,
her =aid,

Published reporis tos week
saiid the plan ecalled for the
prrovines to buy another 17,123
avres to expand 15 of the 115
parks along its 724-kilomelre
lenpgth, MeMullin said e re-
JHrls were appdrently bsed
i working papers, e would

Demonstration fa
at regional headguarters

Halton regional council has
approved a plan to establish
some 1,400 trees of various
species in a “demonstration
forest” on the grounds of the
regionnl headquarters in north
Dakville,

Oniario Hydro will provide
the trees through its replace-
ment scheme, combining
examples of seven dilferent
species from ministry of natu-
ral resources “stock'.

First propesed by regionad
staff last January, the demeon-
siration forest *is not p land.
scaping plan’’, according to
Bob White of the planning
department. It jis, rather, a
"reforestation projeet” nimed
at creating an  "attractive,
visual break-buffer’ and pro-
viding a suilable habitat for “a
large number of our birds,
mostly bereal species, and
even some small mammals,
allof which are in keeping with
the Parkway Belt sctting of
this site",

BLACK WALNUT

Mr. White explained last
week that species of trees
indigenous to ialton, mainly
White Ash, Black Walnut,
White Pine, Red Oak, Butier-
nut, Sugar Maple and Caroling
Poplar, would be plunted on
the 1.3-acre site adjacent to the
regional headquarters build-
ing, constructed last year on

Highway 25 just north of the
(hueen Elizabeth Way.,

The forestry plan stems
[romy Ontarie Hydro's offer
early this year to plant a total
of 43.3 acres of trees at its own
expense, Three sites owned by
the Halton Region Conserva-
tion Authority in Halton Hills
and Milton have been sclected
for the bulk of the replanting,
with the balance to be located
in Oakville.

A sub-committee of the
region's Ecological and Envi-
ronmental Advisory Commit-
tee was formed to prepare a
iree plan and maintenance
program for the demonstra-
tion [oresl.

*The maintenance program
involves preparation of the
site, cultivation and sproying,
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forest planned

designed 1o minimize kill due
to weed and mammal infesta-
tion,”” Mr. White reparted.
“The eost ol both the iree
plaating and the maintenance
program 1o the region should
be minimal."”

Mr. White noted that Ontario
jlydro is providing the trees

free, and may also have
arranged for  planting,
although the [atter could be
unnecessary if an Arbor Pay
program Involving the area
schoels, boy scouts and girl
puides can be extended 1o
include the demonstration
[orests.
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muaster plan, which will re-

protect us from parbament,
The Nisgaras Escarpment
Planning and Development
Act wps one of the greatest
invasions of our ecivil righls
and liberiles that there hag
ever been in thls province.™

Bruce Trail Association if the
expropriation powers were re-
moved from the act, or if the
gavernment agreed not to use
them,” Mr. Shepherd zaid.
"What we really need in this
province is a Bill of Rights to

for the pubhic good,” he said.
"1t used to be what was in the
public good, the public paid
for, like trunspartation, reads,

if it had never seen lubbying ur
the Niagara Escarpment
Commission.”

Mr. Shepherd said farmers
used 1o let hikers on their  wellare and 50 on.”
property, but they beecme "1 think the l!andowners
worried about the scope of the  would be happy to talk to the

expropriation powers in the PO ! _
AN NN 88
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act governing the planning of
i

the escarpment. The farmers
were concerned Lthat an case-
ment for the teanl, il 1t happen-
ed 1o go through their property
rather than arcund it, would
jeopardize thelr farm opera-
tion.

“The Bruce Trail Associa-
tion would say, 'Don'l be
stupid. The trail doesn’t go
through all the ferms'," Mr. ra 1
Shepherd said. " lut il you look v AN L]

: -
..\i. 'h_-

ata map of the optimum route, '
for your stenina & dancing pleasure

it dees go through some pieces ' [
af propecly.”
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Mr. Shepherd said the uncer-
tainty about the route of the
trail hias caused landowners a

In our dining room we are now serving
excellent home-cooked full course meals
and lunches at reasonable prices.

great deal of coneern as well.
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commend some land aequisi-
tion far the preservation of the
escarpment, and the govern-
ment will probably go along
with it, but when will they buy 2
the land?" Mr. Shepherd said.
“The landowners have been
osking that a time limil be set
for the land 1o be purchased
within six months ol a develop-
ment permit being  refused,
sinee the provinee isn't poing
to give landowners compensa-
tion."

“There is no reason why the
landowners should donate land
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Introducing the new hamburgder from the DAIRY QUEEN"

BRAZIER' store. In a new “six to a pound™ size that really gives

you some meat for your money. Instead of a banquet of burn.
You see, while other burder chains get as many as ten

hamburgers from a pound of beef, we get only six. And that

gives you “more burger than bun."™A burger that's tender,

deliciously-cooked. Every time. The new burger from

DIARY QUEEN" BRAZIER'. Try one at a participating

DIARY QUEEN" BRAZIER"® store.

ograzier.

Guelph St. at Rexway Dr.
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