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- Wojeck director

By PAUL DORSEY
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reorpge McCowa ) . WSO EEE  virlually cvery vatre 1

jobless, as several Canadian
actors he had directed for the
CRC's Woleck series landed
roles in varfous American pro-
duetions, but  circumstances
were soon to change. 2

From whal might have been
discouraging beginnings,
Geoorpe MeCowan, the would-
be philosophy professur turned
Stratferd Festival director
turned film-maker, rose in the
space of o fow years to envi-
able heights within the motion
picture industry.

With a hali<loren feature
films under his belt, MeCownn
15 slill besi-koown and most
revered for his work in televi-
siaon, having direcied Iiterally
hundreds of episodes of net-
work scries, including The
FBI, The Invaders, Run for
Your Life, The Mod Squad,
The Young Hebels, The BMost
Deadiy Game, Dan August,
Cannor® The Streels of San

Francisco, Banacck, Yegas, a small bt intense cole in Lee TR, 1?1 T \ 5

Starsky and Hutch, SWAT, Aarvin’s lilm Poinl Blank, and : = . .

anmgy Island and Charlie's twa sereeming for Jennifler Jee SHOP AT HOM E_I;_SERV"CE OHLr!‘@ \ \\\ 2 e
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town', here he s cating dessert The Apprealiceship of Duddy _ .;':.-::E.:TE;““_" tf*u:.. P ) ; - i

und reminiscing about the car-
ly years with The Herald, in
The Cellar restaursnt on
Georgetown's Main Street.
MeCowan was in California

directing Return of the Aod e calls Yan easily forgeltable” h - ’

Squad, a made-for-television +, project, but one which found T 2 Proper Wuy fa Sse ECf y ur

movie sequel to the original bim a place in prmlun::l;r {Eulmn p .

series, when he was conlacted : Martin's  stable of  [ilm- f‘ d

by producer Zale Magder e e makers. | Carpef = Oorlﬂg - raper'es

about Never Trust an Honest ) It has [.‘.Ili'l'll with  Quinn ;

‘Thiel. ot Martin and the Spelling- . . : h :
After an initia] delay which Goldbergt  studios  where IS In your own ome -

saw  the scripl temporarily M Cowan bas done much of his

shelved, the project finally gol
off the ground and McCowan
travelled tu Las Vegas to coax
the legandary Orson Welles
into emating for his cameras.
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George McCowan (clght), director of Never Trust an Jlonest Thiel, has created hundreds of
eplsikles of television series you probably watch every day, from Sireets of San Francisco (he
inslsts Michael Dosglas, who shaot part of Runnlng here, haod nothing to do with lonest Thief heing
shot in Georgetown) lo Charlie’s Angels to Fontasy [sland. Shown here in a moment of intense
consultation with assistant director Davld Shepherd, McCowan spoke with the Herald this week
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Canauda, jne leing the Neptane
Thieatre in Halifax, wluch he
opencd, by the tpne he leoked
Loy Teleyrsionn, 1mnre sis i sotire
uf additional ibcame thian as o
prefecable medium.

Alter a successfol Iwo-year
stinl as an actor and director
al the prestigious Steatford
Festival, AMceCowan woent 10
wiork for e CRC dhirectling
such nationally-televised
weries as Wojeck, (M Thealre,
Foaresl Rangers and Seaway.

In '3, MeCowan said, there
wias me oreal flm industry in
(Capada, so he sel off for
Califormia with o can of filin
under my arm” representing
sanuwe ol his work onthe Wojeck
sieriey. [ronically, the Waojeek
chps penerateda lot of inlere:
in is featured Canadian
actors, lrading John Vernon
twho has pone from Wajeek's
titde role 1o such box office
smashes as Animal flouse) Lo

Keavilz and Joesus Christ,
Superstard, MeCowan himself
finally got some wark south of
the border cdirecting episodes
of Felony Squad, which he now

television work, rapidly mov-
mg to the forefronl among
sititll-screen directors and, as
mentioned carlier, becoming?
iyped as a maker of action
series and cop shows,
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v, whieh Lirst predlaceedd
the Canadian il I7ace-0Mf
and  American projects like

The Mapnifieenl Seven ide,

Frugs, To Kill the King and
Shadow af the Forwvk.
MoeCowan has alse workel
averseas, dirceting lelesisian
minvies of the week in Lanrdon
aned a feanure Dl ain Spain,
MoeCowan =aid e s
intimudated bavipe 1o direct
Orson Welles in Jlonest Thivf,
aman who has been acelaimesd
worldwide as the pground-
breaking director of Citizen
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fror his arcturs o mnnoviatle antd
st alternative idehs

“Caen) netoes should abways
brang o numnber of possibibities
ty werk with them," he said
1t anes of the basae funclbichs
af a thirecior to make syre they
tha *°

And wahat of Georgelown
when the Amernican (lags and
bunting come doan and the
o Crees moves il Lo
Toronto and then Las Vepas®
Well, if Gearpe MeCUowin hiad
his way, the world premieree of
sever Trust an Honest Thief,
with sorme 10,000 Georgetown
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SONME TRONY
Again, it 18 with some irony
that the man who hrougtht us so

The Vegas mecting  took
place less than two months
ago, and location filming on

nbout the communily, his career and his early days us an aclor on the amateur stage In Toronto,
e {Hcerald photo by Poul Dorsey)

the movie which McCowan
deseribes as “anunpretentious

story™ is expectedd 1o be com- -

pleted within another month's
titne. MeCowan will then head
hack 1o Hellywood's televising
studios, probably for more
work with Charlie's Angels,
before returning to Magder
Studios in Scarberough to cdit
Mever Trust an Honest Thiel in

preparalion for its mid-April

release,

The light-hearted naluce of
Honest Thief was a prime
[actor in MeCowan's decision
to return to Canoda, nnd to
movie-making in general,
after years spenl directing
nction series for television, for
which he admits ke has been

“typed”’ by Hollywood, or else
working nn ogeasional film
projects.

MAXIMUM ACCLAIM

Although he received maxi-
mim acclaim in ks native
Conpdi for direcling Separa-
tion, CTV's television movie
aboul the countey's unity woes,
MeCowan frankly admils he's
bored with the theme ol Cana-
dian idenlity. Honest Thiel is a
juy, he salfd, because it's “a
comuedy caper and nat  just
another statement shoul Tom
Themson™,

(H Georgetown, AMcCowan
saith he liked the communily's
“look” from the start and his
epinion of the town and iis
cilizens has nol changed,

“The co-operalion we've

recvived hins been phenomenal
here,” he said, “especially
when vou consider we've real-
Iy Lied the lown up for four
weeks, Georgetown has a look
abaul it; it's not as much
urbanrenewed as a lot of other
lowns aroumd here,”
According te MeCowinn, Lhe
Honesl Thicl erew originally
planncd Lo wander outside Lhe
town limils to the popular,
rain-filled quarry near Water-
fatls Playground [or some
additional sheoting. The loca
tion proved unnecessury, how-
ever, and by the lime you read

this, the crew wiii be working

arnund Toronto, dividing their
time between Magder Studios
and downtown lacations such
as Queen's Park.

Itowas only o lew short
Blocks frum  Queen’s Park
where MeCowan got his some-
whal unlikely start in show
business while allending the
University of Taronto and slu-
dying Philosophy and English,
Roro in Winnipeg, he had some
imitial  actling  experience  in
high school and earried the
pastime on years laler at Hart
House, in Lhe Crest Theatre
and among the Siraw  Hat
Players. Soan afler, he aceepl-
cd an invilation to acl with the
Canadian Iepertory Thealre
i Ottawa,

It was almost an aceident
that led McCowan to directing.
A dispute with an established
director al the Crest Thealre
prompled him to try the show

many episodes of  Tormula-
type, knock-‘em-down, drag-
‘em-oul podice dramas thinks
he may have done Lhe viewingg
public something of a disser-
vice by “'making vielence ap
poar poctlic’.

While stopping short ol con-
demning suel felevision lare,
MeCowan paointed oul  that,
“lar five or six years, the news
i America was much more
vielent than anylhing we were
doinp™, SUH, if be was In
complele conlral, he said, he
would make ielevision  vio-
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Change promised
Glen landowners

made te the board by Glen
residents and other concernetd
partics, Final revislons are to
be made to the Secondary Plan
in keeping with the submis-
signs before the document fs
returned 1o the board for ap-
proval,

Town council has complied
with a requeslt by lwo Glen
Willinms landowners to have
property whicly would have
been designated Open Space in
the pew Secondary Plan for the
hamlet zoned residential
instead.

Mayor Pete Pomeroy had
verbally assured K.J. Haines
that his request on behalf of his
parents, Reoland and Joan
Haines, would probably be
honored by the town aflter Mr.
Haines made his submission
the week previous when the
Secondary Plan was unveiled.
There was, however, no formal
maotion to that effect at the
time,

Last week, counci! complied
with the request, involving a
small property adjacent to the
Credil River and opposite
Arno's Volkswagen Service,
almaost a5 an afterthooght in
reviewing the planning-board
minutes from Lhe week beflore,
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Housewarming gilts, call
Joan Gillespic ar:

877-4812
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Save from $20°° to *39°° on four

Goodyears Tiempo, the ongnal all-season sicel belled radial,
15 now offered al sale pruces tor Lthe fwst ime ever. Buy now
angd be ready for wanter's hrst snowlall. Hurry - your fast day

10 saver on Tiempo s September 24,

Elimit Winter Tire Changeovers!

More aood reasons te buy Tempo!
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