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Glen Williams Secondary Plan unveiled
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A new chapter in ha

Glen Williams today, as seen from the cemetery hill
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Mayor Pomeroy wary of new proposal

- for 61-h6me serviced subdivision

Citing $150.000 in lot levics
and $90.000 a year in property
taxes os incentive, Chateaw
Belalr Developments Lid. is
secking the town's permission
te build 01 new homes on a
Glen Williams site for which
the firm would f{ingnce an
extension of the municipal
waler supply.

Although the propesal, as

resented (o the town planning

rd last week by Bert Arnold
acting on the flirm's behalf,
wassimply referred for a rep-
ort, comments made by Mayor
Pete Pomeroy indicated the
town may be concerncd that
the subdivision is & prelude to
turther northerly expansion.

Mayor Pomeroy pointed out
last Tuesday that the new Glen
Secondary Plan is aimed at
maintainining the Glen's ham-
let nelure and thus imposes
restrictive rural designntlons
upon much of the land surroun-
ding the Glen, including Chat-
eau Belnir's proposed sile,

The mayer expressed confid-
ence that the site's further
expansion to the north is “in
the back of your developer’s

A colorful past

Founder paid $3

Several serious {ires, a [act-
ory nccldent which killed three
men and a number of startling

" innovations and contributions
to industry have highlighted
the 153-year history of the
community called Willlamsb-

 urgh, later Glen Williams.

Hev. Ric Ruggle, an 1l-year
resldent of the Glen and pastor
of the hamlet's Anglican par-
lsh, was commissioned two
years ago by the Glen Willlams
Cemelery Board fo comgplie a
history of the community.
Pubiished last year, Down In
the Glen s a brief but highly-
entertaining collection of
facts, anecdoles and period
photographs and clchings
which The Herald has excerpt-
ed here,

Founded about 1826, the
community was originally cal-
led Willomsburg after its
founding family, according to
Rev.Ruggle’s hislory, but -
when a sub-post office opened
in the village 26 years loter,
the name wns changed to
Glenwilliams, later Glen Wil-
llams, in deference to another
Willlamsburg located else
where in the township.

PURE WATER

An early description of the
Glen which sppeared in Lhe
Canada Christian Advocate,
published in 1848, accurately
foretold the village's future.

mind™.

Mr. Arnold replied that Cho-
leau Belair has “'no interest in
the land abulting™ its site.

OWN MERITS
Mr. Arnold acknowledged
that the town recently rejected

© the concepl of partially-servic-

cd housing as -a general
planning objective, but noted
that at the same time, such
propusals are being welcomed
for consideration an their indi-
vidual merits.

Chateau Belair's plan would
see 61 lots averaging - 25,000
square feet in area developed
on septic tanks and municipal
water, the provision of which
would be [inonced by the
developer.

A minimum purchase price
on the new homes would be
$90,000, Mr, Arncld said, gene-
rating some $5.5 million In
markel value assessment. Al
$1,500 per home in annual
properly toxes, he added, the
town would glean another $99,-
000 in revenue from the devel-
opment.

The Halton Board of Educal

“Willlamsburgh...is situated
on the banks of the Credit,
between the 'everlasting hills®
on a beautiful fTat... The water
is pure, and perhaps one of the
most  valuable streams for
machinery in the Province".

Down In the Glen tells the
story of John Butler Muirhead,
a Ningara barrister who bequ-
cathed in his will 200 acres of
land in Esquesing Township he
had been granted by the Crown
in 1824. The land ended up In
the ownership of one Benajzh
Williams, the son of a Welsh
tmmigrant to the U.S. who had
accompanled his Loyalist
[ricnds to Upper Canada.

Of Interest to modern-day

jon has predicted that the
praposed subdivision would
provide homes for 45 school-
aged children, Mr. Arnold
satd, who could not only be
accommodated by the Gien
Williams publie school, but
would probably enable the
school to jusiify ihe construe-
tion of a long-awaited general

PUFPGSE TOOIM.
The gzdditional enrollment
could also be a f[octor In
keepiung the small school
open, he peinted out.

Mr, Arnold estimated thal
the new subdivision would
have "significant commercial
impact” on Gerorgetown's
Moare Park plaza, where some

stores stand vaeant, and on .

dawntown Georgetown.

WO PICK-UP

There would be no capital
cost 1o the municipality, no
need for municipal garbage
pick-up and little visual impact
thanks to exiensive buffering
and landscaping, upon the
surrounding area, Mr. Arnold
aaid.

As well as the other suggest-

Glen residents who pay mod-
ern-day property taxes s the
fact that the Gl-year old settler
who gave lhelr village his
name paid all of 100 English
pounds for the land.

[tecords indicate that Benn-
jah Willinms, his wife and 15
children established Lhe first
ceal clearing in an area of
dense woods after moving to
the Glen from Niagara and
Stamford. Until the 1840s, the
elder Williams sold portions of
his land to his sons for settle-
ment, one of whom, Charles,
directed the establishment of a
sawmill which produced [um-
ber for many buildings subse-
quently erccted.

AT CENTRE

Charles Williams "seemed
at the centre of most of the
endeavors of the {ledgling
community and..was given
the respectful title of Squire
Willtams,"” Rev, Ruggle's hist-
ory relates. “By the mid-18-
60s, he was proprictor of the
flour, woolen and saw mikls, as
well as being justice of the

e,

"{The flour mill) ran day
and night and even produced
Mowr for export to f{oreign
markets. But.jt was [airly
small;in 1677 it was turning out
. 400 barrels of flour a day,
compared to the 200 barrels a
doy ground in Norval, As

ed bencfits, he added, the
subddivision's residents would
ke contribuling lo a regional
water fund which will eventu-
ally help finance the extenslon
of municipal water service lo
the Glen itself.

Commenting on the possibil-
ity that the development may
add to the community's tn-
wanted slatus as & dermitory
town, Mr. Arnold teld the
board that elght of the 13 Jots
developed nearby last year by
Chateau Belair have already
been sold, six of them to
buyers who already lived in
Halten Hills,

“There's a terrlfic demand
here, o lot of it from people
who want 1o upgrade their
homes,” Mr. Amold said.
“This isn't erealing & bedroom
community,””

inrequesting the board to
redesignate the proposed site
from its new Open Space
category in the Glen plan to
allow [or residential develop-
ment, Mr.Arnold suggested
that the town treasurer should
be directed to prepare a report

other crops took over from
wheat, it would be the larger
mills that survived.

Joseph (Williams, who ran
the four mill afler Charles)
seemed {o be the patriarch of
the third gencration, for he
also took aver the adjoining
sawmill, This was purchased

on the proposal's financial
implicalions at the same time
the planning department s
nsacssing the conceot,

HAZARD LAND

A hpzard land designation
would "make planning sense™,
he gald.

Chateau Belair planner Glen
Harringlon described the site
as “pently rolling  pasture
land' with "beautiful, wotded
ravine' facing the Credit Riv-
er valley. :

“Overail, it's 8 very pictur-
esque property,” he said.

The 49.5-acre site, once parl
of the Davidson propertly,
would be deyeloped around o
5.5-pcre central wooded nrea
gnta which many of the lots
would front. All Iots on the
outside of the subdivision
waould front onto the vast open
spaces surrounding the site.

Chateau’ Belair's proposal
relics heavily upon maintain-

_ing the site's nptural drainage

fealures, 1o 1he point of exclud-
ing internal curbs and side-
walks in order to facilitate
surfoce run-off.

by HP. Lawson of Georget.
own, who had a number of
lumbering interests in  lhe
area, The waler powered o

© dynamo to generate electrici-

ty, and when silt aceumulated
sround the dam, the plant was
converted to work from a
steqm boller.  This provided

-
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L. Small turn-out
R but residents

are not satisfied

By PAUL DORSEY

Herald staff writer
A relatively small turn-out
at fust week's public meeting
an the pew Glen Williams
Secondary Plan led planning
board ¢hairman Mike Armst-
rong lo assume the plan had
prenerally satisfied Glen resid-
ents, bul two lengthy submiss-
ions follawed whicl could
hring ahout extensive changes.

A pelition bearing 138 signa-
tures, representing all the res-
idents i1 awthors had time to
canvass, criticized the town
for incorporatling less than a
quarter of the resident’s sug-
jfrestions into the revised plan
while making new changes
which benefit Chateau Belair
Developmenls Lid,

The development firm itsell, .

which has already built 13
large homes on some- ol ity
extensive land holdings around
Lhe Glen, surptised the petitio-
ners by following up with a
new subdivision proposal.,

The board referred Chateau
Helair's plan to build GL part-
jally-serviced homes on 50
acres of pasture land to the

~ planning depariment for o re-

porl.

FIRMY'S PROPOSAL

Crucinl to the firm’s propos.
al is the need (o redesignate
the site from Open Space, as il
appears in the new Glen Plan,
te Hesidentiul, (For delails on
the proposal, see slory (his
page.d

Town planning director Mar-
in Venditti told the Glen resid-
cnls in attendance, including
former [allon Hills mayor
Tom Hill, that the reason for
holidizng a public meeting was
te obtain fina) camments and
answer any remaining quesl-
iens about the plan. Town stafl
will make final revisions, kee-
ping in mind last week's sub-
missions, before bringing the
plan back to . the board for
approval as parl of the new
Hadton Hills official plan,

Two vears in the making, the
(Glen Plan is highlighted by a
commitment by town council
lo extend Georgetown's public
water system anto the Glen,
which is now served by wells,
ance 1 consensus i reached
among the residents, the town
and Halton region.

The plan will pravide guide-

the ¢lectricity for the George-
town Electric Light and Power
Company Ltd. which was used
at the turn of the century in the
neighboring town. ‘The lights
were on only until mid-even-
ing, but f you were having o
gathering at the house, the

power could be extended for a

lines for the Glen's luture
planning, dividing existing
land uses into categories for
residential, industrial, instilut-
jional, commercial and open
SPace uses,

Confusion over the plan's

provisions for rwral lands’

threalend (o slall the public
meching al the outsel when Mr.
Venditti explatned  that e
rural fands were ineluded in
the Glen sttdy area while the
plan was being prepared, but
are not actuidly parl of the
hamlel.

YOU'RE WRON(G

“What you've pointed oul
right there is not what council
decided,”” Coun. Hoy Booth
complained. "It's completely
out f ¢ontext wilh whal we
had before, and you're wrong
t sayv the rural lands area'’t
part of the Sceondary Plan
arex,”’

Dave Smallwood, spokes-
man for o group of concerned
Glea residents who eirculated
the petition, questioned the
phinning departinent’s ability
to forecast the hamlet's fulure
population  when the rural
areas have not been included.

“Withaut prejudice, it is aur
apinion that the major changes
that have been made since
iyovember, 1978, have ol favo-
red the samme developer, despi-
te Mr. Venditili's contention
that this plan ‘is a preduct of
community inpul’,"” the resid-
ent’s petition charged.

“We feel there are shill many
proldem areas to be studied,
discussed and changed in this
plan before 18 passage. One
councitior, however, urged
planning board to pass the plan
len minutes after it was first

-distributed 1o them, despite
the facl that the official plan
for his own Ward 3 has been
‘under siudy’ for three years!

“Good planning takes time
and  renquires o demoeeralic
process, Tonight is only the

second public meeting council -

has called, We in the Gled are
copcerned since only three of
the 14 reguests of gur Janoary
11, 1979, submission have been
incorporated into this plan.”

GIOWTH RATE
[n last week's submission,
the residents challenged (he
plan's populalion forecast of
1,500 by 1985, supggesting that

0 for ‘Williamsburg’

small fee’,
BAD FORTUNE
““After the fire of 1867 (which
destroyed his original woolen
milli}, Charles Williams proce-
eded io erect 8 new, stone mill,
He was plagued by bad

Contlnued on page 13

1,300 might be a more “'renso-
nable™ estimate.  Similarly,
they criticized a  projected
growlh rate of 5.5 per cenl
neting that the Glen has grawn
at a rate of about one per cent
per year ever since (877,

The populalivn then was 500,
but has only doubled since then
Lo its current 1,028 residents.,

Among the suggestians
made by the residenis last
January was a reguesl for a
traffic impact sludy o assess
the probable effects  of the
larger population,

The residents noted the dele-
tion of ane of the draft plan’s
staned goals which would see
the Glen develop residentinlly
[rom ils centre toward George-
town. The goal dees not appear
in the revised plan,

Commenting that the rural-
Iv-designated land in the Glen
wilt be "a developer's dream™
W not mclheded in the plan, Me,
Smallwood and his neighbors
questioned the plan’s justifica.
lion for forecasting a poputat-
ion of 1,600 by the year 1986,

The plan's intreduction as-
sesses development constrain-
15, the communily’s ability 1o
accommndate further growth
and “pressures for develop-
ment™ 1n adopling the populat-
inn projection,

"Nabody who lives here is
pressing  for  development,™
resident - John Minns peinted
oul in conversalion wilh The
Herald, “We don't need 1,500
peaple in Glen Williams, not at
all.”

SUPPLY COSTS

(Uther concerns expressed by
residents who signed the petit-
ion involved Lhe delineation of
boundaries, for which they
suggested some allerations in
Keeping  with  tradition, the
paymenl by would-be develep-
vrs of waler supply costs, the
tleletion of Glen Place, a home
for retarded children, from
institutional designations and
the description of the 33-aere

AMceGowan property as residen-

1inl rather than rural as is
currently the case,

The deletion of the word
“detached” from the official
plan in describing housing typ-
cs was interpreted by the
residents as a provision which
might allow townhousing or
row housing, rather than the
singic family hemes that are
desired. :

Mr. Smallwood asked the
baiard to cansider holding anag-
ther public mecting al which
nr. Venditli's responses to
their concerns could be heard,
Thoere wereno answers offered
al fast week's meeting,

Mayor Pete Pomeroy resp
ondet! positively loward o sub-
mission hy lawyer R.J, Haines
concerning a 2.3-acre property
awned by his parents, Roland
and Joan Haines, opposite Ar-
no's Volkswagen Service,

Mr. Haines' contention that

" the Glen plan's designation of

the property as part of an Open
Space area ‘‘discrimlnates”
against its awners, who have
obtained Lond Division Com-
mitlee approval for a severan-
ce of the property aimed at
possibly furthering its residen-
tial development,
OFPENSPACE
Noting that the Open Space
designation s designed Lo pre-
serve fand for possible use as
parkland, Mr. Haines pointed
out that his parent’s property
is a relatively small, Mat pagt-
ure which offers “no promise
for development as a poark."”
The board can rest assured
that any development appliea-
tions for the property must be
approved by the Credit Valley
Conservation Authority, since
it liet in a floodplain, He added
that any development there
would lake place no closer
than 500 to 600 feet from Lhe
riverbanks, '
"“This will be ed as far
as we're concerned,” Mayor
Pomevoy told Mr. Halass, “'p¢
Eu can keep the argumenis
tween yoursel!l and the Con-
scrvation Autherity."”




