“Three musketeers’

By MAGGIE HANNAN
Herald stati writer

Patching up cuts and bruises
1% one of those jobs mothers
have been deing for centuries
and no one thinks twice about
nurse’s capabnlities | yet when
B woman hops out of an
ambulance there are still those
whose  cyebrows rise.  And
when two women appear they
gel really worried,

Donnn  Mussena, Ursula
Roritlko ond Selina Thwaites
=ay that there is still a bit of

- scepticism from certain mem-

bers of the Georgetown Volun.
teer Ambulance Service but
they are accepted as part of
the town's volunteer SUrvice
well for the most part.

“One day Filovd Longbottom

. &nd I'were picking up 2 man to

golothe city from Georgetown
hospital,” Mrs. Massena says,
“und when 1 stepped into the
driver's scat he asked Floyd if
he was geing to let me drive.
Some of the men still get up
tight about & woman driver."

Fioyd Longbattom, one of
the full time ambulance atten-
dants with the Bramploa am-
bulance service which the
Ministry of Health has sent 1o
man the Georgelown service
during the day, savs he finds
the women just as compelent
to work with as mwen. Even
when it comes to  lifting
patients, he deesn't worry,

The lifts come with training
and praclise and the women
have the know-how just as wel)
as the men.

SMTROUBLE

Mrs., Massena recalls onee
wihen she and one of the men
were called tathe arena to pick
up an injured hockey plover.
Despite his apparent size they
had no trouble heaving him off
theiceandinto the ambulance.
The next time she encountered
ene of the arena atlendants he
informed her he had  been

Roing o offer to help lifl the

man but thought better of it

~when he saw Yer in action
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“I'monot going lo mess with
You any minre, he said,” Mrs,
Massena chuckled.

Mrs. Korittko aprees hat
know-how is all important and

_ Strength isn't enouph.

“We got a call one night to
pick up a guy."" she says, e
must have welghed 350 pounds.
Idon't care what his wife tried
1o tell us aboul him welghing
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Selina Thwaites, Dunna Massenn aul Ursula Korittko are

Familiar with al the eqnipme
the Georgetown Volunteer

210, There were lols of men
around and woe sure could have
used the help bul they were all
drunk. You couldn'l begin to
trust them to follow orders so
evervone would it logether, 1t
was better to struggle along
and do it ourselves than risk

putting someonc's back oul or

tdrap the guy on the stretcher.™

Donna Massenn has been
with the Georgetown Volun.
teer Ambulance Servier for
seven years as well as having o
long-standing  involvement
with St. John's Ambulance.
she is the service's training
oflicer and conducts review
sessions of the service's work
on the fourth Sunday of every
month. During her off-duty
hours she's o Georpetown
housewifoe,

Mrs. Koittko joined the ser-

Doubleheader

at swine club

By Christlue Schulz

Two heads are nlways better
than one? Not always. One for
I Iittle piggy born on Lazy Pt
Farm, 2 heads were o disaely-
antage. The piglet owned by
Lance Pocock, had 2 heads,
unfortunalely  joined at  the
Jiws amaking it evident that its'
lfe would be a very short tonge

O Tuesday, August 17, 1979
the last meeting of the Halton
3-H Swine Club wis heled far hiis
yoar,

To stirt the mecting off with
A ditte fun, Lance Pocack, our
host and elub leader, asked
cach of the moembrers to puaess
the combined weight of two
pigs. The prize, a ploss piggy
bank, wis won by Gerhard
Trevirapus, who came within 3
pounds of the actual weighl
sext came the Phalton -1 Swine
Club Quiz. This quiz was used
to test the members on hown
uch they had learned in the
awane Club, Everyvone enjoved
writing this quiz emmoensioy.

The members learned o ot
dbout discases al (this mecting
through our “guest  speaker,
Faul Simmons, Swine Special-
ISt with the Oatario Ministry of
Agriculiure and Food in Mark-

~olade,

Samie ol the dhseases ment-
oned were Rheinitis, Virus

- Let us put
your wedding

The day 1Is ap.
proaching. And the
arrangements are
belng made. Call us
for bouquets, cor.
sages, boutonnieres,
flowers for church or
table center-pleces.
We have everything
to make your day o
beautlful  occaslon.

ol FADRISES

B2 Mill Streat, Halton Hills
877-6901

The Gresnhouse Florlst

pneumonta and Parasiles.
After the technical par of

the meeting came the fun part.

Mre Pocock invired us o pop,
cake, a dhip in the pool and
pame of shulflehboard. Al 1he
members enjuoyed Themselyves
preatiey,

The meeting was adjourned
ab BLpon, aoud we thanked Mr,
Poeock for being our host of
the Bst Swine Club mneoting for
14954

it including the stretcher used by
Ambulance Service members n

vice about two years ago and
alse hias ap extensive back-
ground in first oid. She works
as 4 seeretary for Docon-
Mikropul in Bramplon and
came to the Georgetown group
hecause it was the only volun-
teer  service around
Brampton. home,

Miss Thwaites has been with
the serviee {ess than a year but
has already finished here pro-
hationery period. She weorks
part-time al Miracle Mart and
savis-Rose, o Georpetown
dress shop while she waits to
get into the police force.

OPENSERVICE

Although the service is open
lo anyone meeling the qualifi-
cations {an I class licence and
a standard [irst aid certifi-
cater, new  volunteers  wil
serve o probationary period
before  they are ready o
become full members.

They ride as & third member
of the erew and learn by doing
what they will face once they
are full erew members. The
probationury period lets them
becomue  Guniliar with  the
vehicle and the equipment as
well as getting to know the
arca the service covers. Il also
pives them a chance to decide
for themselves whether they
reatly want to be involved in
this Kind af serviee.

“If they ride as third man in
the crow and they run into a
really messy situation they
can go round to the back of the
vehicle and pet away for a lew
minutes,”  Mr.  Longbottom
says. “Once they're en {ull
crew  they can't do  that,
They're too busy. It all de-
pends o who they 're broken in
with. They can be broken in
pently or they can have it

her
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performing thelr emerpgency and rontine work, A foucth W Ooman,
Lorng Savers, has ulse Joined the serviee but is still in her

prrabationary perind,

really rough.”

The three wumen refer to
themselves as the Three
Muskateers since they often
work logelher. Although the
Ministry of Health has provid-
ed a crew for doy-time hours
the volunteers provide the
back up crew during the day
and man the night shilts
themselves, Crew rmembers
have pagers so the back up
crews don't have to be n the
building ali the time. The night
crews  [requently  sleep  at
home although there are sleep-
ing facilities a1 the ambulance
building on Guelph Street.

The number of calls the
Crews answer is lotally unpre.
dictable.

“We sal and watched televi-
sion the first part of the week, "
Mr. Longbottom says. *Then
the last twe days have been
busy as Hades.™

Transfers from Georgetown
hospital to other hospitals for
special treatment or the use of
[octlities not available here
wecount Jor a lol of the
service’s day {ime work.

These transfers also account
{for some of the more jrritating
moments the women face.

FEPILEPTICSEIZURE

"When we take a patient out
Lo transfer to another hospital
we aren’l told what's wrong
with  him,” Mrs., Massena
siys. "You don't have his
history either so we aren't
prepared fur someone te take
an ecpileptic seizure on the
01"

Nor does the hospilal do any
fullow-up  on warning  the
ambulance altendants when
they have carried a highly
contagious case. Although
there are wvery striet rules

Behind every TV sold by
Ryder’s TV...
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is a solid , no-nonsense warranty Every new colour TV is sold
with a 3 year warranty or more.

Quasar

Toshiba

We as a servicing depot are only as goad as the organizations behind us

THEY ARE TOPS

26 months
30 months

P.5. Our Toshiba stereos huve 30 months warrenty, our Microwave
ovens have 60 months warranty on magnetion, our Calculators have
1 year over the counter replacement

&

LOTS OF FREE PARKING —— NO CREDIT

IN MOORE PARK PLAZA
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CARDS

PHONE 877-9796

aboul  decontaminating  the
vehicle and the attendants it is
oflen strictly by chance that
the ottendants discover they
have carried o comlagious
patient,

“They ought to tell us we're
Carrying o contagious
person’ Mrs. Korillko says.
“At least then we could strip
the ambulance and deconta-
minate it. This way net only
ire we endangering ourselves
wit cin 2l50 pass on the germs
to the next patient we earry.”

Cleaning up the vehicle ean
be hard enouph without having
the problems Miss Thwaites
ance ficed after a run with a
contagious patient.

She arrived in Brampton lo
clean up the ambulance and
the crew were told they had to
burn their clothes since they
had worn no protective gar-
ments, They stripped down
and showered but they had no
clean uniforms 1o put on,

“I got this frantic call,” Mrs.
Maossena laughs. *'Selina and
twa of the men were siuck in
Bramplon with no clothes,
Could T send themy some-
thing?"'

First she had to get into the
supply cupboard which was
locked and then she had to
Butss at what size cveryone
took. Miss Thwaites chuckles
that she and one of the men
weren't too bad bul the other
lellow could have used his suil
for a tent,

Delivering babues iy another
vfte of thuse small comtingen-
¢ivs ambulance atlendants sre
cxpected o be able to cope
wilh.

“"¥uu see the doctors doing a
e neat job in the training
[Hms and it all looks su easy,”
Mr. Longbotlom says. “What
they don't tell you is how
slippery the kid is and how you
should make allowanees for
the mation of the vehicle, You
have 1o be carcful you don't
dropat. Babies ought te come
with salety grips so you can
hangg onto them. But Donna
manuged tu deliver one nat
limmg apo ™

KINDOF NEAT

“Yeah,” Mres., Massena
gring “TU was Kind of neat,
actually. [wasinthe back with
e mother and Floyd was
driving. She grunted and there
wwas. [erawled up tothe front
and told Floyd we had another
passenger. I didn't know what
¢lse Lo say.™

Mrs.  Massena  and  Mrs,
Korittko would both like to
become full-time attendants on
o paid foree but both find the
discriminativn still existy,
Mrs. Aassena worked on o
paid service in Zurich for a fow
weeks at the beginning of the
summer hul AMrs. Korittko
hasn’t heen accepted after any
of the inlerviews she has
attended for full-time jobs,

“Sehna isn't even engaped
yet and Donna's kids gre
grown up,” Mrs. Korittko
points out, “so maybe they
wouldn't get the same sort of
distrimination ¥ find. With a
single woman they seemn Lo
figure they'It have her for at
least & year until she gets
engnged and married before
she gels pregnant. And a
wornan with a grown up (amily
probably won't have any mure
chiliren, But they never ask
how long I've been married or
if T ean hove children or if 1
want a family. Nothing. They
just seem fo nssume that as
soun as [ get hived Il pet
pregonant and they'll loose me
right away."”

Mrs. Massena and  Mrs.
Korittko have taken the Casu-
slty Care AMend:' - -pug
which is used to the require-
ment for a full-time attendant

fArey you NEYW TO TOWMN, or
have you ust mioved ifo o
new Ngmeo?*27?
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wWould like 10 call on yau wilh

"HOUSEWARMING
GIFT 5
infgrmation

Guargehown,
For this indermahon and

Housewarmang gqifts, call
Joan Gullespue at:

877-4812

I and about

OFFER GOOD FROM WED.
SEPT. 5th 1979 TO SAT.
SEPT. 8th 1979

FREE PIZZA TO BE IDENTICAL
TO THE ONE PURCHASED.

HALTON HILLS SHOPPING CENTRE

angd have recently completed
the  new  requireinent,
Emergency Medien! Care
Assislanl  course, Six meore
Georgetown people including
Mr. Langbottom, hope o take
the course this fall al might
classes from Humber Callepe,

The women have both at-
lended many semunars on Nirst

the

aid and teach and test first aid.

COUrsSes,

Ambulances are never park-
ed moany kind of weather, No
malter how bad the storm is
and whether the snow ploughs
Baave Been pulled off the road if
the ambulance is called the
driver 1s expected to go

"We carry the tobogean on
the lop of the ambulance in bad
weather,” Mrs. Massena says,

The wnwritten priority for
attendants  is  you, your
partner, the vehiele and the
patient, aceording to Ulrich
Rorittko, u Mull time attendant
with
service as well as a volunteer
with the Geargetown Rroup.

“Thal may sound hard,” he
savs, "bul after all what can
you do far the patient if vou
don’t have the first three?

PEOPLE AFRALID

The stendants alse stress
the fact that cat's will be billed
to the person who uses the
ambulance through OHIP
rither than to the person wha
calls it

“People are still afraid to
leave their name and number
when lhey call ws," Mrs.
Korittko says. “They ¢all and
nsk for an embulance to be
rent o osuch and such an
address. Then they hang up
wlien we ask for their lele-
phione aumber. It used o be
thiat the bill sometitnes wenl to
the person who eatled and
they're slill nervous of that, |
guess. But not any more. The
user pays. Or at least the bl
foes to his name through
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"They don'l secin to realize
that we ask for their nuinber in
case we van't find the place
we're going and we have to eall
back for more direclions. But
ilwe can't call back we have to
just cancel the call because we
den’t know where 1o po.’

The women say any call ean
b tricky. Miss Thwaites has
taken  some  self-defence
courses and Mrs, Horittkosays
her husband has taupht her a
hitle bit. But they don't con-
sider sell-defense training to
be much use. The main thing is
using commaon sense and being
careful.

"We got a call to the police
station when they were still in
the old municipul office on
Main Streel,”” Mrs. Massena
says. "'l walked in with one of
the men and the police had thig
fellow under arrest for beating
up his wile, The officer shoved
me buack and warned me 1o
hsten to what the guy was
saying. He was  muttering
something about “kitling that
liltle red-haired....". #His wife
had red hair and mine was
kind of red then too. 1 went
back to the vehlele but wher,
witppot to the hospilol 1 sut with
him and he was as pood s
told. No trouble at all. But the
police  don't take chances.
They stay right with you if thev
think there'll e any teouble

Sometimes, however, the
ambulance arrives before the
police. Then the women nre
'l.."n.'i]r},‘.

Mrs. Rorittho says she was
called to a bar one night where
a tough drunk was taking on
everyone in sight, When she
appeared and nsked if anyoene
was in need of an ambulance
the man gave her a strange
look and straightened right up.

But then again, he could
have turned vgly. They never
know which it will be.

eptance in ambulance service
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OVER 1,000 DEALERS COAST.TO-COABT

RICH'S SERVICE CENTRE

LIMITED
Hwy. 7 - East of Acton

853-2940

(Where the movies are)

877-5128




