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Care costs $10,000 per year

Infant’s family fights for his s

k
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Thirtesn month old Christepher King (centre? is home from hospitat ot Iast,

but not without difficultles, bis famlly must raise more than $10,000 o year lo keep
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CHRISTOPHE

Christopher supplicd with llfe glving oxygen. Christopher Is shown here with his

GORDON BRIGDEN

Hornby
steam fan

Steam Era, the largest
sleam and antigque show
in Onlaria, will take place
ngain this weekend at the
Milton Fairgrounds. Gor.
don Brigden, the first tre-
asurer of the
Steam and Antigue Pres-
ervers Association talks
about how Sleam Era
beyan 19 years age in this
wieek's Haltan's People,
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Happy
reunion

Digging inoto  ihe
[amily’s hislory {5 one

of those Sobbies many
people enjoy. The Sheins
of Five Sidercad were
having no luck tracking
their background in the
Ukraine until a Herald
story put them in touch
with the Sheans in Acion.
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Ontarle

mother, Linda, father, Willlam and five.year-old sister Loure. Some of his tle -
support equipment s shown In the background.

{Herald photo)

Miller wants efforts pooled

to stop rural garbage dumping

Oy PAUL DORSEY
lerald stalf writer

Halton 1Hills @nd Milton
should pool their municipal
efforts to stop the dumping of
garbage along rural roads, a
problem which will undoubted-
ly worsen with the closure of
the Georgetown landfill site in
Oclober, Coun. Russ Milier has
suggesied.

Reacting th an update report
from Hallon region on the
status of Halten's three re-
maining dumps, Coun, Miller
warned the (own's general
commitiee Monday night that
north Halton faces ao horrend-

ous problem unce the reglon
starts bauling ils garbage to
the south.

The commitiee was offici-
ally informed thot north Hal-
ton's last remaining landfill
site, on Armisireng Avenue in
Georgetown, will reach its
recommended contours within
the next two months, When
that happens, solid waste from
Hallon Hills, along with that
from Milton, which s now
being brought here, will be
transported by truck to landfill
sites in Qakville and Burling-
ton.

EXISTING DUMP

CGakville's existing dump Is

CHARGES LAID

Charges have been lald against the deiver of the car which
crashed two weeks ago, killing two Georpetown girls.

Leslle Davies, 16, and Nancy Langedyk, 18, dicd when the
carIn which they were passengers left the rood and smashed into
atree stump, a hydro pole and a mail box. The accldent happened
on 17 Sideroad west of Trafrigar $load, :

Thomas Vansickler, 19, the driver ol the car, has been
charged with careless and dangerous driving. He and his sister,
Karen, 21, were both injured In the crash, and were sent to

hospital,
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opped,

being expanded to accommo-
date additional waste fram the
north. The exirn capacity
promises ta exiend that
dump's lifc until next April.

At that point, garbage {rom
across Halton will go directly
o the existing Burlington
dump, which is also being
expanded to serve the region's
necds until next July.

By then, il is hoped that the
reglen will have obtained final
permission 1o establish o
major 24¢-acre Jandfilt site in
an agriculfural aren south of
urban Milton, known as Site
CF, Approvals are still belng
delayed by strong opposition ta
the regien's piars for Site "F*'
[rom the town of Milton itsell
and a concerned citizens
group. The dump's opponents
plan to appeal the Ontario
Municipal Board's recent
decision approving the landfil-
ling scheme,

Whether or not the region is

. successful In developing Site

“F" for land{illing, however,
Is not chief among the con-
cerns of Halton Hills councll-
lars.

“I'm wery concerned be-
¢ause what we're going to end
up with is more garbage along
the rural roads,”™ Coutn. Miller
said this weck. "'It's been a
constant complaint of mine to

plant may still close

Although the sale of Acton's,
[isston saw plant has fallen,

through the fate of the fact-
ory's 130 emplovees is still
unseltled,

Goran Sorman, organiziition
and business development olf-
jcer for Disston Canada Ing,
confirmed Monday that the
propused sale of the Aclon and
Vancouver plants 1o R. Hoe
il Co, [nc. of Scarsdale, New
York has been cancelled. Nr.
Sarman said the company still
plans to sell the factorics but
would not elnborate further,

Nor would he say whether the
September 29 elosing date oni-
ginally given o employees
when the sale to Hoe was
announced was still in elfect.
A press release from R, Hoe
president Bob Corrao salbd Hoe
will be secking another method
of entering the Canadian mar-
ket since the company was
unable to reach a  wrilten
apgreernen! with Disston Cana-
da Inc. A company spokesmaun
said the talks stopped because
the companies "'ran oul of
cominon ground’ lo negotinte

Although Disston has refus-
ed to comment on the plant's
clasing date a source inside the
plant said workers were told
Last week the company would
begin removing equipment
from the Acton plant this
wWeek,

Then plant’s elosure witl put
113 hourly workers and 17
clerical stafl out of work,

Disston Canada Inc. and it's
American parent Disston Inc.,
were bolh purchased in 1976 by
Sandvik, b Swedish campany
with internaljonal interests,

(town public works staff),
People ore just not golng to
drive from Actonto Oakville to
dump their garbage.™

Pespite assurances from
reglon afffeials that there is no
apparent problem involving
roadside dumping in Halten,
Coun, Miller claimed there is
already ol kinds of garbage™
[eft intanddm piles along rural
roads throughou! Halton Hills
and Milton.

Coun. Miller urged town
staff to consult their counter-
parts in Milton to determine
whether the hauling of gar-
hage (rom Milton to George-
lown has indeed been problems-
free, as officials have suggest-
ed. If there have been pro-
blems, he soid, both towns
should get together to develop
solutions.

ONGOING STUDY

Town engineer HBob Austin
Informed the commities that
an ongoing study should soon
determine whether the region
should construct transfer sta-
tions in north Halton where
waste could be temporarily
stored prior to ils transperta-
tien o soulh Halton,

A propusal considered by the
tawtl 1ast year would have seen
Leferink Disposals Lid. of RRIL
Limehouse recciving the
town's garbage at a commer-
cial transfer station to be built
on the firm's property. The
firm has since learned that it
has insulficlent space for the
commercial operation, how-
ever, but js still considering g

. smaller, private stalion, Mr,

p"l,llﬂljlﬂ Eﬂ[ij.

In predicting an October 31
clusing for the Georgelown
dump, the region's public
works director, Bob Moare,
and oflicials of the region's
tandfilling consullants, MM,
Dillon Ltd., offered the Oak-
ville site op the Fourth Line
north of Highway 5 and the
Burlington site on the Norih
Service Road west of King
Road to the town for landril-
ling. :

Dillon’s report estimates
that approximately 190,000
tons of solid waste were buried
in Hallon between April, 1978,
and May, 1979, Using o newly-

Continued on Page 2
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[y MICHAEL HOLLETT
Herald cditor

A Georgetown Infant has been fighting for his 1ife since birth, now hls parcnis are ina fight
to find the money to keep their child alive.
Thirteen month ald Christopher King of Maplie Ave. was born wlth the potential ly fatal lung
dlsorder known as resplratory distress syandrome. The child's lungs are underdeveloped and
incapable of taking In the oxygen Christepher needs to live. Far his entire lile Christopher has

been linked by o hose in his nostril to o life-giving oxygen tank.

Christopher has spent cach
of his 12 months under const-
ant supervision in Toronto's
Sick Children's Hospilal linked
to his oxygen tanks until Mon-
cay might

Monday night Christopher
parents, William and Linda
had a dream come true as they
brought their son home, They
had huped it would be for good,

FEW NOURS

in his fiest year, Christopher
spent only a few hours in his
family's home before having to
be rushed back to the hospitat,
More recently Christopher
spent two weekends in the
King home as the family read-
led for their son to come from
the hospilal, 13 monlhs late.

But the realizalion of the
King family's dream of bring-
ing Chrislopher home broupht
with it the harsh reality that
Ontario’s bhealth insurance
plan makes no allowances for
children like Christopher.

While Christopher recupera-
ted within the conflines of Sick
Children's Hospital his health
expenses, ineluding the costs
ol his oxygen, were paid by
OHIT. But once the child leay-
¢s and is taken to the family
hotne, the cosls of his exygen

must be borpe by the King
family.

staff at Sick Children's Hos-
pital have told the King's
Christopher's lif¢ support sys-
tem - will eost the family at
least §850 per month, They will
ply approximately $650 for
the oxygen which Christopher
uses at a rate of four Htres per
minule. The family must alse
rent the tanks, hoses and other
equipment necessary to supply
the child with oxygen nt o cost
of over $170 per month,

APPARENTLY NOT

The Kings are not covered
Dy any privale health insuran.
ce plans,

“We thotught health insuran-
ce is health insurance, but
apparently it’s not," said Mr.
King,

“When we |earned OHIP
would not cover the costs of
Christopher’s oxygen, aboul o
month ago, il was a complele
shock,”” he said,

The King's doctor contacted
OHIP in an effort 1o get some
fimancial assistance. for the
child but was lurned down, The
Herald contacled OIHIP Moxn-
day and was leld the family did
not qualify for any aid from the
pravineiad health plan,

King case

legislature

As The Herald wenl to press Tuesday Ontario Opposilion
Leader Stuart Smith af the Liberal Party contacled the
newspaper and said he intends toraise the Christopher King case
int the provincial legislature as soon as it reconvenes,

Dr. Smith termed the King family’s plight *“absolute

hunacy.™

“This i3 exactly the kind

of short-sightedness thal lLas

marked our health system up until now,” Dr. Smith said.

Dr. Smith leads the Liberal Party of which Georgetown
MPP Julian Reed is 2 member, Mr. Reed Is on holiday and Dr.
Smith’s olfice was contacted hy The Herald in the local MPP's

absence,

~ When contacted Monday by the newspaper, Dr. Smith's
office said they intended to investigate the Christopher King

Calse.

_Tuesday, Dr. Smith told The Herald the only option open Lo
the King family to receive financial assislance from the Ontario
sovernment is to apply to the Ministry of Cornmunity and Social

Services,

FULL COSTS
“That still won't cover their full costs and the family won't
pet on answer on their application unlil at least a month after

they apply,” De. Smith said,

“To me it's perfectly abvious that it is more humane and
¢canomic for OHIP to provide the family with funding. It is
oulrageous that they have to go to COMSOC for funding.

Dr. Smith said that considering the costs of hospitalizing o
child it is ohbvious that the province will save money I

Christopher is cared for at home.

Since the family is willing to take on the difficult burden of

caring for their ehild at home, the provinciai health care system

should encourage and assist them according to Pr. Smith.
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“AS long ns it's outside the
OHIP, expenses are no longer
coviered by the plan,” said an
O spokesperson. She add-
cil Lhat there is no precedent
for appealing the palicy which
has existed since OHIP's ne-
vptian.

Mr, King said he can't und-
crsland that while an aduli
over the age of 65 years can
receive oxygen at home (ree of
charge under OHIP, the provi-
ncil health plan makes no
allowances for youngt chiliren
requiringt oxygen in the home.

WON'THELY
“It costs them $270 o day to

" keep Chiristopher in the hospit-

al bt they won't help pay the
aver $800 a month to keep him
pul. It doesn™t make cconomic
sense,”” snid Mr. King. -
Doclors told the Kings it was
essentinl for Christopher's de-
velopment that he be removed
from hospital as seon as possi-
ble. Christoplier’s case is an
unusual one according 1o the
doectors, Infants suffering from
respiralory distress syndrome
usually are hesled after three
months in hospital, in fact,
imany premature babies sulfer
from mild forms of the syndr-
mme. Al the timeof his birth
doctors predicted Christopher
wolld be heitled in a matter of
months bul for an unknown
reasoy, Lhe child has taken
much longer to heal.
Christopher is on the read to
recavery, doclors are convine-
ed the child’s lung develop-
ment will ‘catch up’ wilh his
body, but the process will take
at Jeast anather year,
Christopher's problems have
been compounded by his lung's
slow developiment. Most child-
ren suffering [rom the synd.
rome are hospitalized for a
cotnpiratively brief period of
time and doctors are not as
concerned about the effeel the
prolonged hospitalization will
have on the -child's mental
development. As a result,

-young infanls suffering from

the syndrome can remain in
the hospital  until they are
cured withoul having te be
supplied with oxygen at home,
EVERY DAY

But in Christopher’s vase,
doctors have become increas-
ingly concerned that for every
dity he remains hospitafized,
his mental and physical devel-
opment falls further behind
Ihat of normal children.

Christopher was the oldest
child in his ward. Most of the
ather Infants were incubated
and did not provide him with
lhe mental stimulation ond
e¢xample other children his nge
would have. The only world
Christopher had really knew
untll Monday night was the
gray walls of his hospital
ward, the only light he was
familiar with was from. the
hospital’s flourescent lighting.

“To me leaving Christopher
in the hospital any longer
woulid have been stupid, he's

over a year old aind he's alrea-

dy lagging behind,"' sald Mr.
King.

Continued ou Page 2

WHERE'’S THE LOOT?

These two 'stale troopera® were [lmed Thursday In a scene from Never Trust an Honest
Thief, belng flimed locally. The trooper were busy searchlng “Ned's Shack’, looking for stolen

nioney,

tllerald phota)




