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—Portrait of farm: wives—

By MAGGIE HHANNALL
Herald stalf writer

While there are 0 whale
group of people around who
believe that city women hawve
no trouble adjusling te rural
Jiving a R.H.l, Geurgelown
farmer's wile says they are all
wrony,

Mary Loy Olah s working an
a defiree from the University
of Guelph with a socialogy
major and has donc a consider-
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able amount of researel on the
prublems iy women eocount.
er intrying lo hecome a part of
the rural community,

ler own expericnces  are
added o ber researeh amee
she was ratsed in Boslan,
Massechusets, speciglized in
intensive care and  cancer
treatment  nursing  in the
Llosted States and became a
part-time farmer's wife eighl
viears aito when she and twr

hustand, tecurge, bought a
v on Tralulgar foad appe-
sthe the Siuvercreck. service
slatian
I B AR WAt N

I oseemed taome when I
looked al the researcl that a
ol of wornien were sold gnan s
' awre eslale and wound up
on o 50 acre working farm.,””
AMrs. GOlah says, I they don't
se¢ themselves as rural wo-
et ar want 1o e recapnized

Mary Lou Olah with daughters
Elizabeth, 14, , Jenny, 8, and Margaret, 11.

as lartners’ wives they're o

g to have a bad go of 0"
"l they learn to do same

vhores and are willing to laugh
il their mustakes they'lt be
accepted  in four or  {ive
vears.”

it oisnt just a matler of
difference in Ifestyles, she
says, 1t's a dilference in phifo-
suphy all down the line. We
men whose background is old
(ntario and whe are invalved
in  the church will ot
least be accepted while those
of immigrant background will
have a very touph time inte-
grating.

Wornen wha drive their chil-
dren ta sports events, culs and
scols  and  similur  off-1the-
farm enlerlainmenls wen't be
well accepted in the farm
coinmunity bul they will make
new friends and find a refe-
retice group through  these
activilies

Mrs. Olal: says she and ber
husband didn’t fit well into
either the old or the new rural
community. They weren'l out
to impress anyone wilts att the
greal things they had either in
their home or on their farm.
Their machinery is second
hand and requires a ot of
pampering and babying to
keep it cunning hut it gels the
jub done.

“We own 14 peores but we
form almeost 200 acres,' she
says. Georpe will dicker with
anyoene who has a bit of land
they aren'l using and that's
what we farm. It would be nice
il it were all in one place but
weweren't prepared to sell our
sotls 10 a boank to buy that sort
of farm. Our equipmenl may
be old bot iU's ours. Like, we
have & traclor that's three
companies before  Massoey-
Fergusun so | don’t know how
eld il is. It may be rotten and
cranky and fuss but it's ours,
Actcording ta'the experts at the
University of Guelph the way
we farm is suicide."

OPEN AHRMS

Fart lime farmers traditio-
nally have a terrible reputa-
tion in the farm commuenity,
Mrs., Ulah savs, since they
lended to drive down prices,
however the farm community
accepted her husband almost
with open arms. He was raised
o 2 50 aere truck farm in
Virginia so many of the traditi-
ars and eustoms he encourtter-
e<1 were familiar and he cepld
thus Gt right in By fact, some
members of the community

may nol by aware he balds a
full time position with Prism
Data Systems in Toronto as a
senwor syslems analyst  He
freely admiis be works in
order to be able to Tarm.

For Mrs. Olah things weren't
quite s simple and she can
ninw chuckle al some of her
mare plorious mistakes.

One of her Orst misadven-
lures centres around a prowler
wh visited them during their
fiest month on the farm. She
was home alone wilh her three
dayphters whoe at that peint
would have been aged six,
three and less than a month
ald, when she looked up and
saw 0 man  staring  boack
through the kitchen window gt
her.

She bustied the twe gicls
upislairs te lock themselves in
wilh the baby and cautioned
them not Lo apen the door to
anynne except herself or their
father. She called the palice
and waited in lolal panie unti
they arrived. The man wis
waiting for them at the high-
way. He was apparently the
worse from aicohol, thought he
was al the service station and
was looking for the rest room.
The pedice ¢scorted him across
the road {o his destinalion and
came hack to see Mrs. Oiab,

WAS HARMLESS

“When he came back Lhe
afficer wanted to know why |
hadn’t just opened the door
and asked him what he want-
ed,” she recalls. "1 knew thal
if he didn't understand then
there was no way 1 could
explatnil to him. Now that 've
potten used to the country and
I've come 1o realize thal most
af the people 1T mect are
harmless I could do what the
alficer sugpested but it's taken
time ta accepl thal”

The Qlahs keep Aberdeen
Angus cattle and Mrs, Olah
says that while they are excel-
lent beasts for part-time far-
mers they have ane bad flaw in
thelr character, They are next
of kin to wntelope, she says
tengue incheek, and their herd
cleared every fence on the
property when they first moy-
ed jn,

Like many men who werk
away [rom the farm  her
husband felt that since she was
at home she eould look afler
[he catlie and she 2ot so sick of
chasing them off the road that

-at one poinl she even strung

fence to keep themn in.
“The men at the garage

Farmer’s wife carried a double load

working in the house and the field too

A man works from sun 1o sun
bul a woman's work is never
done I$ one of those old sayings
women used ta tell their
daughters when they com-
ptained about all the jobs they
pol stuck 1o do while their
brothers loafed. Form wives
are among the women who
Ceould well find  themselves
facing long hours and heavy
work loads in spile al the
advances in bousehold ap-
Ppliances and {arm machinery,
To find out what sort of work-
ing hours farm, wives are
facing The Herald talked to

Pat Buchanan of RR1, Moffat

whose husband operates o
dairy farm and to Mary Lou
Oliah, of R.IR.1, Geargelown
whuse husband raises  beef
catlle as a sideline.

Mrs. Buchanan says she has
tackled everything there is to
do on the farm except seeding
and plowing.

“A lut of farm wives hold
down jobs outside,’” she siys,
“so pussibly they work harder
than | ¢o because they have Lo
wuork at home too. | may be out
discing 1ill 9 or 10 p.m. in the
spring but 1hat’s not becave |
have Lo be, It's Decause [ like
to see the work gel done.”

SMALLCHILDREN
Mrs, Buchanan says she no
longer works as hard as she
tlid when her children were

small. She used tounload bales
in haying season and do other
heavy jobs foo bul they now
have hired help which relieves
her of that type of Thing. She
used to take the bahy to the
birn in the carriage and carry
pauts of milk for her husband to
help with the milking. Nuw
they have a pipeline milker.

“When | ohad the three of
them small T used o leave Lhe
oldest one in the house to louk
after the baby,” she says, "We
had an inlercom hooked up su
that 1 could stop every vhee in
a while and Listen ta how things
were poing or ask  her i
cverythingd  was okay. We'd
take our son lo the barn with us
breause shecouldn't ook after
hoth of them, and Sandy «Mr,
Buchanan! gave him a chunk
of wood and o hammer amd
nails, He'd pound away aned by
the end of o vear the wood was
o selicd mass of metal.”

When her ehildren were old
enough @ starl schonl  she
madde their breakfost and pot
hem ready o calch the bus
before she went to the barn ta
help her husband Tmish e
chores. tie would caome 1 for
breakfast (hen amnd after she
cleancd up the meal she'd go
il and belp with the eleaning
up and bediding the cows. She
diddnt o o the barn during? the
summer and now thal thew

GEORGETOWN FIRM
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Fros: the Otawa Boreau
(H The Herald

OTTAWA - A Tederal contract worth $7107 has been
N T I R AT R P R hi:illl..rutt;n LUl reul el g phoet Ll
the supply amtd services deparinwent with note books. the
department of supply and services announced Monday
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or tuore that were awarded by the depariment le Canadian
COMPANICS QUMK e wees oo guly 20, Totad value ol the
canil acls amounted 1o 313,716,480

Fave hired holp she doesn't do
choeres very olten any more,

Mrs, Bochanan wasn'l a
furners dauphier althowegl
shee lived a0 houwse in the
countey [romn about Lhe ape ol
1 She attended Millon High
schood ang Began working in o
cowntry store, She wias work-
g il a bk stere in Guelph
when shie ol married,

BEEF CATTLE

Mr. Dochanan was born i
Pushneh Township and ¢ame
o live with lis aund and unele
ot e First Line of Nassege-
weyi Townshipad the age of w
when his mother beeame se-
cionsiy 1 They had beef cattle
but Mrs. Buchanan says that
shyissund hoer hueshand deeidaed 1o
chinpe over to a dairy herd
whien they took aver the farm
since the irregular  income
from beef would make it hard
e raise a family,

M, and Mres, Buchamin met
through Jumoer Farmers.

“They were looking Tor ball
players” she regalls, “an |
wis pretty good when | owas
1: ak

Nat only did she play badl
wilhy the ¢lub shie became their
secretary for wa or theee
vears gind leok part i their
trama prodduchions and  the
debatang leain. Mr. Buchapan
serverl as presicdent for both

“the Acten Junier farmers and

the liaiton Jumar Farmers
OF bl .

The Buchanans own 200
acres andd orenl pnother 100
acres. They now have 80 head
ol pirebred  cepistered  hol-
st of which 35 0 40 are
milking. Mrs. Buchanan alse
has o few beel cows and she
and the ehildren sell sweet
corn al Milton markel.

They no Tenper have the
ducks, pgeese and hens whieh
Ars, Buchanan used 1o use to
sUpplement ineir income when
they were getling established.

“We used to have about s
b HA elueks and peese and 300
b 4K hens, ™ she says, '] used
Ly peddle eeits in Guelph and
the racetrack 1 Mohawk I{ice-
wity b used 1o buy a lo! of cgps
froan moe. [ had to Jup the three
kuls with me then, The epps
put Towd on the table Tor qliite a

&

while when we were strting
(H

Mrs, Buchanan savs she
toves the Tarm ife and consid-
ers being part of the operalion
s thal she knows what's going
o and can discuss matlers
with her husband as being the
imporlant thing to her.

FARM ADVANTAGES

“There are advantages and
disadvantapes to living vn a
farm,” she suys, bl the
advanlages far outweight he
disadvantages. You may have
lo drve the Kids to lown to
work or o oa show but they
arcn’l standing on a4 corner
luoking lor trouble,™

Mrs. Buchanan was on the
exccutive of the Brookvilie
Minor Softball league for five
yvears and alse coached a
number of teams doring that
lime. Since she had  three
children all on different teams
the running in different diree-
tions to gel everyone lo his
Eame took a bil of organizing:
She now cenjoys curling and
wits on the curling ¢lub board
ul direclors for a year,

Having three youngsters so
close lopethier i age ther
daupghiers are (5 and 18 and
her sun s 16), she was Lotally
ticd down for six ar seven
vears when they were small
and never pot involved with
the women’™s organizations in
the comimunity, SNow she en-
Jovs hier freedom ton much to
pot tied up tn clubs,

Mrso Buchanan savs she
0T as fussy a housekeepor as
she once was, Her home is o
threc-slorey  cement  block
structure with nine reoms in
Use on Ane twa ntaan Doors and
it eduple of rooms on 1he third

Huor which are used for stor-

e,

1 don't do as much baking
a5 fapmer’s wives used to do
cither,” she says. "They used
to ave pie and cake and fruil
preserves for desert all the
time. 3 don't think it's neces-
sy so L have only ene kind of
desert. It doesn't hurt them to
setlle for fruit and fce cream
once i i while il 1 den't el
Aany baking done. Women used
to vater to their men 5 1ot
maore. My hushand’s the eas-
st man o feed, He even likes
casseroles and g lol of farm
men won' louch them. "

FREEZES VEGETABLES

Although she says she isn’l
much of & pardener Mrs, Bu-
el says she freezes oot of
vegetables and makes pickles
and relishes aned jams.

“I’s got to 1the point where |
walder if preserving is worth
it she says. “If you bought o
case of eanned goods on sale it
would almost be cheaper than
Preserving it yoursell by the
time you consider all the waork
and enerpy costs involved ™

Holidays were something
tarmers never took according
o the way the old limers
talked but the Buchanans dan't
feel thal way,

“1 remember hearing une
farm wile saying one time that
her husband hada't missed o
milking in aver 20 years,” she
says. 1 couldn’t tell whether
she was bragging or complain-
g’

Although they didn't get off
the Tarm during the liest five
or 51X years of their marriages
they have taken holidays even
since and took their first south-
ern holiday last winler.
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were marvellogs™ she says.
“They'd come out and help me
ciutse them back, thev'd held
up traffic while | roonded them
up, they even held fence pusts
in posttion s0 o eould hamnwer
them back in when the caltie
pushed them over.™

Neliverine o call for the fiegt
tnne was anoiher hiliomows (n
relrospect)  expericnce. The
cow was tied up because Mrs.
Olah refused 1o enter the pen
unless thal wos dene first.

"I was o purse but pone of
my patienls bit me so I wasn't
poing to take any chinces,”
she savs. If he wanted nie Lo
laelp George coutd lie her up
first."™

Her hushand went to the
house 1o call the veterinarian
whien the labour hecame acute
and Mrs, Olah was left on her
own to dead with it,

“Men seem to think you
should understand how to deal
with " she says, "If you've
had your own kids how diffe-
rent can it b, The gnswer s -
vy,

LOGICAL INDEA

When Lhe front legs appear-
el the Jogical idea seemed 1o
be: to grab hold and pull so she
did and the calf arrived quite
sufvly. She cleared the mem-
branes from the moulh apd
nose bat it still seemed to be
having trouble breathing, Me-
mories of malernity ward
rraining suggested the infant
might be full of mucous us
human infants so often nre and
the remedy would be to haist il
by the heels and et it drain,
shee unfortunately forgat thot
an 80-pound call and an eight-
pound human are a slightly
diffecent proposition when it
comées to liftinge them

“[ pol il across my knee
finally and sort of rocked it
until it was breathing better
but 1 was still upset at ils
volour, It wasn't turning pink
like a baby should. [ts muzzle
was durk, almost black. Sud-
denly it hit me. Dommy! This
isn't a homan. Look and see
what colour ils mother's
muzzle is. So I ran around to
the front of the cow and peeled
back her lip to look at her,
That's when George returned
and wanted to know what T was
dong.  He thoupght 10 was
hilarings,”™

Older furm residents are the
grealest resource Halton Hills
has in Mrs, Olah’s opinion, She
refers ta herself as being the
Iypical city girl who soughl
s0lutions to all her problems in
a bopk. A typicol example
would be her efforts Lo find o
wiry of making bulter with Lhe
cream (rom the cow they were
milking. She tried shaking the
cream in a jar and using her
hand mixer bul both methods
proved too slow. The books
sugpested various 1ypes of
churns but each had some fault
that made it impractical for
her purposes. Finally she hap-
pened to ask an older negh-
bour what she did with her
cream and explained the pro-
blems she wirs having making
butter, The woman's solution
wias to “throw it in the blend-
er’', S0 simple so practical.
And il takes aboul twe minu-
les. Hul you don't find 3t in o
book,

COUNTHY WIVES

Mrs. Olagh  says  country
wives  are  responsible  for
themselves and she  has
acquired numerous skills over
the years including how to run
i plumber's helper, how to
bleed the water lines, how to
guess from the funny noise the
pumg is making that it should
be turned off even thouph she
doesn’t know what's wrong
with it, and how 1o light the
fireplace. Since the highway
can become fully as treache-
rows as amy gravel road during
the winter she keeps extra food
on hand in case of emergen-
civs,

“You can't send a kid 1o the
corner store on u bike when
you live out here,” she siys,
“A lol of women send their
husbands of [ tework with s hist
of things to pick up on the way

BEST PRICES
CALL

PERFORMANCE
CUSTOM GOODS
MUFFLERS

877-0140

home but ['ve alwavs had a
car.”

Huneinge down L the store n
her “prubtbies’ when she way
in Uhe modst of scrapimg a wall
fur painting and her scraper
broke was one of the [atal
soctal errors Mrs, lah re-
members making

“Rurasl women always dress
micely o go downlown,” she
savs, Chul T «hdn't know that
andd when [ ran into one of my
neiphbours on the strect she
wiks Bormifed to see e in town
in my paint-splashed T-shirl
and palched jeans.”

CITY WOMEN

Cily women have o et used
ta loneliness

“The men seen o think that
they've spent the  weckend
with their families il they
slayed home and worked. They
iy e plowingt a field 10 mijes
away but if they were at hone
then Lhey were with ther
wives and children and you

shouldn’t have been lonely ™

Mrs. Glah advises women
wishing ty become part of the
community 1o try getting in-
volved withh the old eountry
crafts. If you let penple know
you're interested in learning o
eraft ke weaving or quilting
there's  always  somvone
around who'll leach you, she
has feund

The Olahs beliove in paving

Renovations proceed -

Itheyr clnldren chores so tha
they are part of the farm. The
don’t believe in shipping s
warbing Bheir garls to actisaties
and have pone to g ot of
trouble to proavide activitios fe
them at home such as gelting
thew o piny, o prano and fots
al bonks

"A ot ol the chores lown
Rids are given ure make work
projects and kids know it she
says. UBul of Lhey see their
father out there s[ugging bales’
and they're there helping him
then they know what a contri
bution they're making lo the
family  They don'l have to be
tofd ™

The (Mahs searched for a

farm that would meet heir
requirements for fully a vear,
before they found the gne at
silvercreek  and Mrs, Olah
eshinvales that they visited 200
places during thed search.
FARMWIFE
Although her own early no-

tions of what furming was all
about eame out of slory books

she feels that any weman whe -
5a%s she 150l going o be the .
farmer's wife even though she

vesona flarm s missing o lot,

“T tharoughly enjoy i, she
says, Hdrove the tractor last
yiar for the first time and ['ve
decided 1 don't ke hills bt |
kel o greal deal of fun and
lremendous enjoyment out of
i

on caboose

damaged in fire

Henvvalions will proceed on the caboos I
Wrir purchpsed hy
MeDunald’s for children’s parties, even thuugh | T
. L L L owye -
daaaged in a lire, k " herhiusly .
. Ja Lister, pullic celations representafive for MeDapald's,
sattl ey plan te ey sonl gt i baick together apain, ™
_ i | Ry, Lo take o lol longer, snd o Tol more imene s, but it
will Ive pretting fived, ™ she sail, '
Arsunists setfire to the vabiose Just too dass afler it had
been pliced on the MceDonalit's properts.
Four youths have beeu arrested and charged n conueetion

with the incident, They will appracin Provincial Court In Milton
August 19 1o set 3 trial date. '

| TOWN OF HALTON HILLS

24 MAIN ST, SOUTH
HALTON HILLS (GEORGETOWN)

877-

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Corporation of
The Town of Halton Hills

AFPOINTMENT TOLAND DHVISION COMMITTEE
REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HALTON

T:&I{E NGTICE THAT Applicalions in writing may bo
suimitied fo lhe undersigned until .00 p.m. Friday,
Auaust 24th, 1929 Irom cligible personis? who dosire 1o
have their names considered for appoiniment 10

LAND DIVISION COMMITIE

REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HALTON

~ One (1) person Lo be appoinled to Hil a vacant position
with o lerm of oflice expiring on December 315t 1979
ﬂppl-r_:ml', mus! not e o member of Regional Council or
employee of Regiona) Council and mus! net be a member
ol on Areca Municipaliby.

K. RICHARDSOMN, AMC.T.
Clerk Adminsuralor
Town ol Halton Hills
16 Aain 5troe! Soulh
Georqetown, Ontaria
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END OF SUMMER CLASSES

FOR AGES 8 & UP

| A GREAT WAY TO END THE HOLIDAYS! |

ALL CLAS3ES "S5TARTING THE WEEK OF
AUGUST 10th,

» HOME OVEN CERAMICS

Pour-Bake-Paint-4 Lossons

* STAINED GLASS DECOR

Plashic Sheels Cul Whith Scistsors-7 Lessons

* MACRAME BASICS

- Make 3 belt & Po! Hanger
-4 Lessans

* CROCHET BASICS

Learn to make a Granny Square and more
-4 Lessong

all pMatercals lnr,lu'ded n Price of Registration

Requster Now Far Fall Classes In

STITCHERY-TATTING
MACRAME-CROCHET

KNITTING-HOME OVEN
- CERAMICS

ol ~(

NEW LOCATION IN GUELPHVIEW SQUARE
CEQORGETOWN PHONE 877-1511
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