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New police
news system

1s inetficient

In a supposed effort to “im-
prove relations” between the Hal-
ton region media and its police
force, the force's acting chief W.1.
Harding has unveiled a new proce-
-dure for turning information over
to the press.

~ In the past, officers at the
district offices of the regional
-police have given members of the

ress copies of police reports

etailing the occurances of the
previous week, with confidential
information removed.
. It was a pretty straight for-
ward approach and one that tended
to avoid mistakes. Names, places,
.crime, et cetera were all clearly
.spelled out in the report. If a
.reporter was incapable of copying
down the relevant information pro-
perly, he or she would not likely
remain at their job long before an
editor or police representative be-
came aware of the mistake.

This once a week distribution
of the police news by the force has
been found efficient, accurate and
desireable by 'man{ lice forees
~across Onlario, including the Hal-
ton foree. Dailies receive their
information, once a day, if they
wish.

Under Acting Chiel Harding's
new plan all of this will end. In
(uture, reporters will be expected
to make daily visits to their local
police slation to receive oral re-
ports from the district command-
er, the staff sergeant or the duty
inspector. These men, supposedi
highly trained in policing will
spend their time reading thrquh
the reports, formerly given to the
newspapers, and read aloud the
relevant occurances—something a
Eelalivel}r literate tl year-old could

0.

Whether or not a reporter
really will have to make dail
. visits to the police station s:iﬁ
seems up in the air. It has not yet
been made clear whether or not the

Seniors’ plight shows

police will only release information
relaling to the previous day's
occuranees or, if instead, they will
be able to backtrack and read
reports dating back to the report-
er's last visit,

It's obviously un extremely
inefficient and rather stupid way
for our lacal police to dispense the
news,

Certainly, we'd like to think
that the time of tap officers in
Halton’s district police offices
could be better spent doing some-
thing other than reading a list of
pecurances Lo reporters.

Making a conservative esti-
mate, it would probably take a
reporter about half an hour to go
over one day's occurances with an
officer, allowing time for the offic-
er to spell out names, places and so
on. With five newspapers covering
Halton Hills, not to mention radio
and TV, the local pelice's top staff
could be spending at least 21: hours
a4 day tetling reporters what the
force did the day before,

Under the old system, a rela-
tively junior officer spent about 30
seconds a week, handing out police
reports to the press. Sounds like an
inefficient change.

Obviously both the police offi-
cers’ and reporters’ time conld be
much better spent than fiddling
around with police news under this
new system,

Halton regional police and its
problems are legend, it's probably
one of the most controversial police
forces in Ontario. Regressive
moves like this latest one by the
new chief will do little to improve
the force or relations between it
and the Press.

We think the new chief's time
would be belier spent trying to
come up with real solutions to the
regional police foree's problems
instead of coming up with useless
new systems like the new news
distribution plan.

town hall need

The determined search of the

Acton Golden Age senior citizens'

club re-states the urgent need for
funds to turn the town's beautiful

town hall into a functioning com-
munity centre.

The Galden Age Club has been
meeting regularly in the town hall
building until its closure last
March. Since that time the club has
been meeting a mere twice month-
ly in St. Alban's Parish Hall. Club
members have expressed a desire
to meet five days a week. Certainly
if the membership and interest is
there for five days a week activity,
every effort should be made to see
that it is made possible.

Organizations like the Golden
Age Club perform an' invaluable
funection in communities like Acton

keeping senior citizens in touch
with each other, active and active-
ly enjoying their retirement years.

Hather than having to turn their

back on social contact, senior
citizens clubs help our elderly
ﬁ[izerﬁ; maintain an aclive social
ife.

It's a shame that because of a
mere kiek of space, Acton’s senior
citizens are being deprived of the
vibrant, active club they seem to
want,

A brand-new community cen-
(re housed in a remodelled Acton
town ball would provide the perfect
locale for a five-day-a-week senior
citizens club. We hope the plight of
the Acton Golden Age club will
serve as yel another reminder and
incentive for Acton residents, busi-
ness and industry to donate (o the
town hall reconstruction fund.

At the sume time, it would be
nice if the town council or some
local organization could come up
with a temporary home to house a
five-day-a-week seniors club until
the new town hall becomes a
reality.

Ratepayers’ chief
keeps watchful eye

It's nice to see ple like
Laurie Duggan, president of the
Georgetown Arca Ratepayers As-
sociation are determined to keep
Focal Properties and the town
council, on their toes,

Mr. Duggan Lgre'sented couneil
Monday night with copies of a stock
brokers newsletter article in which
Bruce McLaughlin, hopeful deve-
loper of the controversial 1,740
home Focal development predicts
a “favorable decision” from the
town concerning the development.

The prokers’ news.
letter goes on to say a development
agreement for the subdivision has
been reached between the town and
McLaughlin. '

It's nice to know that if, in fact.
the newsletler’s information was
correct, at least someone would be
watching to ensure the fina] Focal
deal was not made in the backroom
between the developer and the
town. :

However, council was quick to
clarify that neither the newsletter

-nor Mr. McLaughlin were correct

in their assumption and statements
about the deal.

Still, thanks to Mr. Duggan at
least council knows what the other
side is saying publically about the
Focal dispute. It never hurts to
lknow the thinking of one’s oppo-
nents in the development card
game.
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While Tories flop in Quebec
Grits endangered in the West

Mtawn Burcan
{00 The Heralil

e are poing e pause and shed o
«utr for the plight of the Tederpd Tories in
Quebee, it's only fair thal we express
similar sympathics for the sorey state of
hiberalism in the West,

statstically, the stories are mich the
same. While the Conservatives hold only
bwo of Quebee’s 78 scats, with little hope
for s eacly improvement, the Liberals
possess only three of the 77 seats west of
the Oularmo-Manitol border. And while
the Tories have no proviocial organization
fo-help them in Quebee, the Liberads are
foreed o cluster around mere skeleton
organmizations in the Western provinces,

Furthermaore, for the first tinme in 110
yvars, there isn't ene provineial Libern)
Eavernmoent i Canada,

Hothe Liberal problems in the West
need any whlinonal cmphasis, those three
tonedy MUs from the area are all partia-
nientary rookies, entering the Camitions
fur their baptism ol lice, Until they learn &
few tunps, the party will nol enly lack
answers about weslern problems, it wan't
even be able o ask effective guestions. In
time,  Lloyd  Axeworthy  from
Winnipey-Fort Garry, Art Phillips Trom
Vimeouver Centre and, to o lesser extent,

Hutwert Bockstacel from S1. Honiface, may
bocome prohific performers, but in the
meantime: the Liberals' once-mighty wes-
bern wing 1s in a piliful state.

EXTINCT SPECIES

The last semblance of a western
urganizahion was held logether by former
transport minister (Mto Lang whe was
persanally defealed in Saskutuon Eaust.
Limg has since left polities, and the
wrganization he godfathered, has sunk oul
of sight. And there is not much peint in
luoking to the provineial parties for help in
the Wesl. They are virtually an extinet
specics.

In many ways, Liberal misfortunes
in the West are more formidiable than the
Tory tribulations in Quebec. At least the
Tories have o general idea of whal they
must o to rebuild & grass-roots organiza-
lion in Quebee, but the Liberals are in o
state of confusion over their approach to
the problem. Unlike the Tories, whoe em-
phasize teaom-work and organization, the
Liberals hiive a leader who avershadows
cveryihing inthe party, Pierre Trudeau is
boath their greatest asset and their gre-
est liahality.

That recent Gallup Poll merely em-
phagizes the dilemnia facing the Liberals,
It clearly mdicated thar while the leader-
stap ol Trudeau was the biggest single
reasoneited for voling Liberal, it was also
the  higpest single reason  for viting
dagannst the Liberals, While 40 per cent of
those polled  voled Liberal because of
Trudean, about 27 per cent said they voted
either Tory of NDEP because of the same
mn:in

Lo the ease of Prime Ministor Jog
Clark, only seven per cent said they voted
lor the Conservatives beeause of hity. And

10 per cent said they vated for the Liberals
e NP because of him,

DIFFICULT DECISION

This 15 certainly foud for thought as
Liberal strategists plan their next
move. 1f 40 per cenl of Liberals voted that
wiay becatise of Trudeau, and the party
stll mamagied only three out of 77 western
seats, i°s worth pondering the possible
results without “Trodean,

Even with the return of the 27 pur cenl
who voted for other parties because of
Trideau, the net loss might be more than
:ht‘ three surviving Liberal MPs could
MALT

~ IUs une of the problems of charisma.
he leadership, cspecially after o longe,
LI-year reign, ‘The maintenance of rasie,
Erass-roat organizations tends ta deterjor-
ate when it becames obvivus thit elections
are being won on the dominent personality
of the party leader. Even in tefeat,
Trudean is an awesome presence within
the party. He INSPICes extreme reactions.

A% the Torwes face hostilit ¥ or indiflfer-
vhce in Quebee, jt s invarinbly zimed ot
teir party not the leader. “Joe Clark i
et an assue” savs one senior party
miember.

Hut with the Liberals in the West,
Trudeau is the overwhelming isspe, And
there are no muderate reactions. You can
find sy number of Liberals 19 toll you the
party will never be revived on the prairies
50 lung as Trudeau remains leader, and
youean find just as many to argue that his

continued leadership would be disaster-
olls,

Lintil the party faithlul decide one Wy
ar the vther - ve until Tradeay makes the
decision for them -it's difficul o envisage
an effective party reluidding program in
the West,

One year after the fact
family Law changes working

Queen’s

By Dere
| Nelson

ueens Park Hureau
Of The Herald
TOWRONTO - Every once in o while il is
nice io report that government aclually
ditd something worthwhile, ;

And that seems tehave happened with
Family faw reform.

The nll setting eut new paramelers on
male-female tegal relatlonships passed
the legislature in the spring, 1978, session.

The Lill setting oul new parameters on
tale-female legat relationships passed th
the legislature in the spring, 1978, sessin.

Family assets, regardiess of legal
titte, were to be shared in case of
marriage break-up.

Now. with more than a year of
experience an how it is working in
practice, most people seem quite pIcnrsed_

Even MP1* Evelva Giganles (NDP-
Carleton, East), a harsh entic of the bill
when it wos before the House, says she is
pleasantly surprised.

The NDP voted for the principle of the
bill, hut against the version that finally
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passed the legisiature. They felt it didn't

RoTar epough in specifying a 50-50 split an
assels if the marrioge broke-up,

They also didn’l like a phrase Ltha
sand support obligations could be ignored
i qudige found ane persons's aclions “'so
uncopscenable as o copstitete a gross

reparchiation of the relatwnahip.”
SFLITRUSINESS
Gigantes, for example, rightly peinted
ol that Judges in the past oflen exercised
A double siandard when it came to

delining proper behavier for men and
women, usually to women's detrimenl.

Hut these fears have - so far - proven
grouncdlivss. The eonduct clouse has yet to

he called inlo use,

The bill s performing as intended,

[n three landinark ¢ases, for example,
wives received o substantial share of a
man's husiness properly on o marriage
break-up based on the woman's direel
contoibution in the business, as well as her
keepmg the home so he'd be free to work.

[ri ~horl, a5 one legal official i the
aftorney-peneral’s ministry said, “home-
nakers are Being fairly compennated.”

tne of the fears of women's groups
and the NDP s that they wouldn't be.

MEN T

Men wa sre benefitting,
¢ lnone instance a hushand obiained o
small amount of support money from o

#
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more finanvinlly seeure waife, something
tunthinkable under the ald Jaw,

The mmnistey officizl alse noted there
dppedars to be g lendeney for judges Lo
cmphasize the need for o partner to
become sell sulficient as soon as possible
alter marciee break-up,

sSupparl pavment perinds are being
shortened.

Cat M JOOES

s alse interesting that prople in
peneral appear Lo understond the law,
sinee that isn’t the wsial reaction (o a new
Liaw

There is one exception,

Those living ecommon-law longer than
five years are nat hable for sharing of
assels, contrary to widely-held belief.
They do however, remain abliged ta givi
SUpport payments

That aslde, and if e more recent
decisions continue along the line of (he
first year's reaults, the biit will have been
remarkably  successful in bringing n
degree of equality to men and wamen
befure the Jw

Inaddition, it's gosd tooses that Judgen
area’t fuelling the susplelsion (hey are al)
eiade chianvinisis, it nre B fair.

Althotgh 4 s true ane ecnn't o it
aften, when government does o sorste-
thing right 11 should be told so.

Take a bow, Queen's Park.
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Halton’s
History

From our files

FINE GUTS HOME

Thirty Years Ago -- Last member pf
an old Geargetown family, Miss Jessie
Hisston died on Monday, August 8 in her
Aird year. A life-long resident of town, she
wis the daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs,
Thomas Ruston. Mr. Ruston operaled 3
driy stere for many vears in the building
nhow oceupicd by MaeCormack’s Drugs.

Fanned by a high wind, fire complete-
Iy gutied the 1-room farmhouse of Harry
Laidlaw, 1st line west of Brumplon, a
week age Friday night. Mr. Laidlaw was
returmng t the house from bis evening
chutes In the barn when he noticed the
roal on fire, Hunning to the house, he
warned his wife and davghter who were
duing the supper dishes in the kitehen,
unaware of the fire upstairs, then eailed
the fire brigade

DL VARILAN BIES

Twemy Years Ago - Last year's
headache, staggered classes, willk be
absent when Georgelown's five public
schools  wpen  their  doors  this
September. The public schiool board met
wilh the contractor of the Jatest addition,
Cirorpe Hul‘ll‘rtrd}' Public Schnal, last Wed-
nesdiay and were suffiviently impressed
with the progress made 10 make the
dnineodhcement,

A man who gave his name to one of
Georgelown's industries died last week.
Lir. Russell Flarrison Varian, 61, inventor
i T with his brother, Sigurd, of the
klvsiron tube, diecd aboard o crujse ship
near Junvaw, Alaska, of a hearl attack
The Varian brothers founded o $20 million-
d-year eleetronics firm which established
a branch in Georgelown five years ago.

An amendmenl o Georgetown's sith-
divison bylaw, pgiving a subdivider lhe
allernative uf il cnsh-per
lot paymeni in liew of maintaining a 40 per
cent mdustrial-commercial ratio was pas-
sed Monday by council, The new egisla-
Han provides that prioe o application (or g
butldingg  permit, the subdivider shall
depasit $100Lor each iot for which a permit
s o beissued. [Mina 202 year period the 40
per eenl ratie 15 nol maintamed, the lown
can use the deposit for retiring debts
incurred by capital school custs,

The cra of the pin boy atl the loeal
bowling alleys is history, The Lucky
sirike, owned by Harv Chappel and
managed by Bill Anderson, underwent a
face lifting during the off manths, and the
imnovation thal sounded the death koell
for the scurrying pin bay and at the same
time  will make available the  Intest
conveniviice for bowling bups is the
autonmalic pin setler, Four of the ma-
chines have been installed on a rental
hasis, with an option to buy, at a cost of
3004 & unif,

SUDIST COLONY CLOSES
Ten Years Apo -- Flooded basements,
caused by & heavy rainstorm on July 28
have coused o second “fosd”™, Beputy
Clerk Mrs. Dovid Shrubsole produced a
sheaf of Jetters at Memday's council
meating, “about 507, stie said, They are
tdamagte ¢lidims which have been forward-
eid o the insuranee firgmn which handles

Georgetown’s liability insurance.

sunbiathing pudists have been Ioreed
lo abandon their new home in the north-
weat corner of Nassagaweya Township,
“The watern the lake just disappeared,”
siatd Mrs, Trene Pries, who with her
husband, John, recently opened o new
d2-acre nudist resort, Sunny Acres, on the
Guelph Line near 39 Sideroaadd,

ARSON DESTROYS MALL

{in¢ Year Ago - Financial constraints
an frealth care spending by the provincial
povernment has foreed temporary lay-
offs al Geargelown and Distriet Memorial
Huspita), it was revealed Friday by the
hospilal administralor, “So far he lay-
s have been viluntary,” Fred Morris
says, and we hope we'll be able to
mrnage (o keep it that way. People have
Boeen taking extea time off without pay and
il their workload 15 down and we don'l
hivve 1o hire repliacements.”

Georgetown post olfice repart arson
last week destroyed sapie picees of mail
sl sent other mail away with seorched
edges aller someone tossed lighted mat-
ches into 2 mailbox, Ed Quackenbush,
post office  supervisor, suggests that
anyone depositing mail in the box ot the
corner of Stockman Crescent and Delrex
Houlevard should get in touch with the
person their madl was intended for and
find oul if it areived. ’
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