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By MAGGIE HANNAH
Herzld stall writer

should learn to

expec gm inefliciency and
excessive lax increases he-
cause that seetns to be the way
the political syatem is going Lo
be, says a former Halton Hills
councillor who decided againsi
seeking re-election last Nov-
ember,

Former Ward 1 councillor
Peter Marks of Acton told the
Herald last week that pne of
the greatest frustrations of his
pas! twa years on council was
walching good men and wo-
men wresile with figores and
concepts they were incapable
of grasping.

"It owas most  frustrating
because n lot of us were trying
lo do o job we just weren't
cupable of doing,” he says.
“And I'm including myself in
that. Even with a background
in engineering, 1 didn't always

grasp all the implications of o

situation. We were running o
muiti-millien dallar corpora-
tion and it’s gelting bigger and
higger. The thing is bound to
Kel ncreasingly complex as
time goes on.”

NOALTERNATIVE

Mr. Marks sces no viable
sliernative however, since he
wouldn't want the zystemn
choapged so that the ordinary
Individual couldn’t seek politi-
caloffice, Tt simply menns that
there are going 1o be an
increasing number of mistakes
and delays as ill-equipped
councillors try to make deet
sions on highly technical, very
intricate plans for their com-
munity.

wir. Marks ficst eatered poli-
tics at the ripe old nge of 23, He
was Aclon's voungest councill-
or al that time and served a
1tal of five consecutive vears
beginning in 1969, Both he and
G.W. 1Pat) MceKenzie sought
the regional council seat for
Aclon in the first election after
the establishment of regional
government and Mr. McKen-
Zit wan it by “five or seven
voles, ar something like that',
Mr. Marks had been Acton's
deputy-reeve while Mr. Me-
Kenzie was reeve of the town.

He considers that defeal o
good thing, though. since he
went back to school as well as
changing jobs,

That was when he began
working for the Alcohol and
Addiction Hesearch Founda-
tion In Oakville on a {ull time
basis. He is now director of the
Foundation's Hallon cenlre
and ils slaff of foor.

THREE WAY PROGILAM

The Halton centre follows a
three-prong program. Tt works
with the areas’ existing coun-
selling agencies to help them
eounsel people with addiciton
praoblems: it Iries to provide an
education and information pro-
pram far Halton's schools; and
it is warking on an employee
assistance program for the
husiness community.

Hather than frying io hire
counsellars 1o assisl alcoholics
and addicts, Mr. Marks says,
the centre is trying Lo help the
existing counsellors find more
ef{ective lechnitues and in-
crease their skills in working
with these people. Then they
can #o back e their daily
rouline with the extra know-
ledge to handle problem pa.
tients they may encounter in-
stead of sending them to a-
nother agency.

The staff at the centre are
helping o write a drug and
alcohol  curriculum  for
grades seven 1o 12, as well as
Iraining the teachers huw to

feach it

“I1 is in e Physical Educa-
lion courses now bul we'd like
{0 sce 11 across the ctrrieu-
lum'* he says. 1l could be part
of the wvalues and decision
making courscs in social
sctences, as well as in the
English ceurses through ' es-
says and debates on the pros
and cons of drug abuse and
{hat sort of thing."'
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There 15 less opposition tn
such  infarmation than one
mighl expect.

“There are still a few people
around who think ignorance is
bliss,” Mr. Marks admits,
“Hut the muajority of educators
feel that a well-informed per-
son has a higher likelihood of
nmiaking i1 responsible chaoice.
175 nut like when we Lalk 2ibout
sex educatlion and the reaclion
i5 almusl like hitting a nerve
when you get a tooth pulled

We don’t hear the pegative
criticism of our programs very
often.”

EMPLOYEE PROGRAM

[n the employee assistance
program the c¢entre works
through business managers,
unions and the business com-
munity to develop a program
to help employees with an
addiciton protlem.

They also have a program in
the business community aimed
at preventing addielton prab-
lems.

“We're very impressed with
Lhe resulls i Lthat program’ he
says. “"Hallon seems ta be very
open lo hearing the current
research and fodings on the
subject. We beheve the con-
sumption of alcohol and oth-
er drugs will continue Lo in-
crease annually in every age
group unless something s
done. Halton residents are pre-
L1y progressive thinkers, "

Mr. Marks has no heart-
breaking connection with drug
or afcohol abuse tucked away
in the background as one
rmight assmne. He was a Big
Brother for a short time in the
late 19605 and, &% o result, got
involved with the drug coun-
selling at Milton jail. He began
conducting an awarencss pro-
gram ol Aclon and George-
lown high schools ond, by the
time he lost the 1974 election
he had decided to make coun-
selling a full-time career.

DROP OUT

Mr. Marks was born in Tor-
onlo and came Lo Actun as 2
child of three, He took his high
schooling in Guelph and class-
€3 himself o4 p drop-out becau-
se he quit at the end of Grade
12. He cntered the aircraft
industry and studied metalur-
Ry by night at Ryerson pelyl-
echnical Iostitute. He began
working on o social science
degree about [0 years pgo and
15 completing his masters deg-
ree in counselling physchology
from Chicago's Addler [nstitu-
te,
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Mr. Marks and his  wife
dnanne eonve three children,
Crrepory 1A, Leah, 11 and Gar-
cth. 7.

Althouph he adways cham-
pioned the cause of reereatinn
as o councillor, Mr. Marks
says he is rol g jock enlhus-
iast for the sake of 17, He
believes the Rey 1o a satisfying
life is having a poed balance,
bath socially, phvsically, intel-
leetually, spiritually and emo-
Fionally.

He plays tennis a couple of
times a weck and does a bit of
swimming. Last yvear he play-
vdd o bit of vldtimer hockey but
found il hard to keep up with

the poed skaters. He alse
played o bit of indoor tepnis at
4 club in Guelph thal has a
bubble, This ! he and his
daughter will be taking a
woodworking. course together.

~While he was raised 1o be-
lieve thal everyone should put

Politics frustrating:

o bil more into the system than,

they take ot of 0 be feels the
chances of him taking another
erivek al politics are slim, Thal
wils i phase of his life he
enjnved at the tinie, but he new

Let us put
your wedding

The day |Is ap-
proaching. And the
arrangements- are
being made. Call us
for houquetis, cor-
sages, boutonnleres,
flowers for church or
table center-pleces.
We have everything
te make your day a
beavutlful  occasion.

Ferurticg FIORISTS

B2 MiN Slreet, Halton Hilis
877-69D1

Tha Greenhousa Florin

‘BRAMPTON
COLOUR & SOUND

PRESENTS

SOUND CHALET

FEATURING COMPLETE STEREO LINES OF
AKAI, TOSHIBA, & AIWA '

COMPARE THE "SOUND” & "'PRICE" IN OUR ISG‘ILIHD ROOM!

13 NELSON ST W

453-4455

1

has other ways of making his
contribution to the community.
lHe places a high priority on
bheing i husband and lather,

“and being a councillor was

very litne-consutning far very
livile results, be says. Al least,
some of the time. Now he is
just glad there are others
arnund willing 1o put the effort
inlo thal work.

At you NEW TO TOWN, or
Have you ust moved anio >
neve homa: *#1°

@M@ém

A  SERVICE

Would hke 1o call on you waith

"HOUSEWARMING
GIFT 4
infarmahon abawt

Gurargelown.
For this inlormation .and
Housewarming gatls, afl
Joan Giallgspire at:

877-4812

And

Peler Alarks belleses in phasical, mental, spiritual
and rmolional balance for peaple and ooy s tenniy s a
way of geiling some exercise houth swinmer and wipter.
Mr. Marks Is the direclor of the Haltun office of the Alcshal
and Addictinn Research Foundation which is focated in

trakville.
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128 Guelph St.
Georgetown

ex-councillor

ROADRUNNER

- HAVE ARRIVED

FREE ALTERATIONS

J.
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KOHARI DT _ J. Novac DT

Georgetown

Denture Therapy Clinic

106 Guelph St.

877-1818

Save And Save In Every Way
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Frank Cuzzupe
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From California

Sweet

Ontario No. 1 Fresh

Bunch Carrots
Reg 50°

%3 N

Bananas
Reg. 39¢ Lb.

I.bs.$ l

DELICIOUS QUALITY VEGETABLES,
FRUITS AND BRAND NAMES

CHECK THE YELLOW TAGS FOR MORE

LA E X A E L LN ESSERESEY IR I R Y Y SRl

140 GUELPH ST.

WATCH FOR OUR
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ILY_SPECI

Posted at the Entrance

IN-STORE SPECIALS

Seedless
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Ont. No. 1

Sweet Corn

$] 2900:

GEORGETOWN FRUIT MARKET

We are Open Sundays
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Joe Scibilia
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Ontario No. 1 Large

Cauliflower

79¢.
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Canada Grade A
SMALL SIZE

Eggs
Duz.$ ]
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877-8882

Phone: 877-8974 791-2314.
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