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Another study?
An undesers

Region council

- While it's interesting to see regional government continuing its ef-
forts to make Halton a haven for new industry, along with the twin
blesaings of jobs and tax assessment, it is also distressing to hear of yet
ﬁﬂtlhmyady being launched - using taxpayers’ dollars - to "“appraise the

Somehow, as the middle ground or ‘no man's land” between the
pom but long-established provinclal government and the earthy but
armnateurish municipal government, the region has become a wasteland
uf,,ﬁlarmers slatisticians and speculators both privately hired and
publically elected.

As the new “kid" in town, the region has been prone to the ego-
inflating influence of its provineinl father as much as worrisome prod-
ding of its municipal mother, Yet the child remains airy-headed, direc-
tionless and slothiul in the midst of near-calamity.

Two images come to mind while searching for metaphors: one sees
regional chajrman Jack Raftls attempting to calm council members who
are angercﬂ over reports of sewage sludge contamination by assuring
them. “everything’s under control*'.

Another image presents itself readily to any pass maotorist on
;.ilghwny 25: the regional headquarters itself, a sprawling factory of

functionals’ and “contemporartes’’ that reflects in its water-fllled moat
the kind of modern aesthetics which characterize reﬁnnal government,

The building is like an automobile bought as s gift for a child much
too young to drive. Region officials felt that five years was too long a time
to wait for the new headquarters when it was opened earlier this year.

We, however, feel mﬂmnﬂy.

The " t accomplishment” of Halton reglon’s first half-decade was
the compietion of the first officlal plan, a comprehensive guide for
municipal planners which will supposedly remain in effect for another 20
years.

But the official plan has yet to receive provincial approval; it is in-
stead being passed around the ministry of housing wlﬂ?& civil servants
employ their bureaucratic tools to try and pry off the barnacles of
dispute, disgent and dissatisfaction that have already ettached them-
selves to the plan in its infancy,

The official plan was itsell borne out of numerous public meetings
and lengthy studles, which to a great extent are necessary, but only when
the final resull plenses the great majority. It is, however, a strong and
vocal minority - many of its members farmers whose livellehoods might
be challenged by certain aspects of the plan - which fs keeping the plan in
Eﬂﬂxtr}' hands, still the subject of some intense, if intermittent, con-

oversy.

The region of Hallon must be something ot & record-nolder wnen it
comes to the numbers of studies launched into a single issue: the issue is
landfilling, and the region’s failure to simultaneously resolve outstanding
problems and satisfy the taxpayers continues to make headlines.

We predict a solid waste nightmare in Halton during the next two to
tive yenrs, as the region desperately fends off challenges from discon-

certed voters and continues to nlead its case in courts of law,
And this week comes news of a $10,000 questionnaire-type survey by

which the region hopes to evaluate the size of ils labor force and the oc-
cupantional skills available. The information collected will be presented
with unabashed pride to corporate investors who express interest in
Halton as a site for industry.

Asked whether he feels the region is correct in inviting new industry
to urbanize predominantly-rural Halton, Chairman Raftis expressed
confidence last week that the taxpayers are willing to trade a slice of
their abundant farmland for much-needed industrial assessment and
additional jobs. |

This is probably true, as is the contention that survey resuits ltke
those being sought here will assist regional officials in selling Halton to
the big-money investors.

But it's a bitter pill to swallow when we must give our infant children
spend:ng money they haven't earned so they can buy gas for that car they

never deserved.

Blackwell let

Ontario go wet

Edltor’s Note: The political ingenuity The United Auto Workers had the

Press kept at distance

maybe it’s a good idea

By STEWART Macl.EOD
Otowa Hurean
OFf The Jerald

Prime Minister Joe Clack has had his
trials and tribulations during his first days
in office, but he can pause and give thanks
for one blessing--he hasn’t had to endure
the fonddling and fawning of an overly-
friendly press. -

1 haven't researchied this project back
to Confederation, bul so for as modern
history is concerned, Clark may well be
the fiest prime minister to assume office
without celebrating an initial honeymoon
perind with the press. And while this may
appear, at first glunce, to be painful
problem [ suspeet it may work to his
advantage in the long term.

We all remember our honeymoon with
Pierre Trudeay in 1963, Trudeaumania
was in full flight and we wrote glowingly
about the new era dawning in Gitawa, The
new prime minister couldn't walk across

ihe lawns of Parhiament without a horde of -

reporters in his wake. We [oved his
yuuthfyl, vigorous zest, When he dated, it
was a monumental event. His newa
conferences were cultural happenings.
His Ever}( word was carved In stone,

But from the beginning Trudeauy
recognized the dangers in his journallstic
honeymoeon. "The media,” he said , on
more than one occasion, "have a habit of
devouring their heroes,” -

That swinging hero of 1968 has, |
suppose, been devoured, ot Jeast for the
time being. No one seems to pay much
attention these days as he drives to his

new office to restructure his life as the
leader of Her Majesty's Loyal Opposition.
PEANRSON LOVED

Five years belore Trudesu assumed
lhe prime minister’s mantle, Lester
Pearson came inlo power, a gennine hero,
the man who brought Canada the Nobel
Peace Prize, perhaps the most likeable
and approachabie human being fo occupy
Lhut high office.

There was o honeymoon alright, a
good deal different than the one we had
wilh Trudcau but nonctheless a real
honeymoon, ""Mike” Pearson was one of
the boys, and we all loved his down-to-
earth, gseif-depreciating humor.

Like Trudeau, Pearson enjoyed a highly
pasitive press during his “first years in
office. Even his bungling was forgiven on
the grounds that he obviously meant well.

And if you go back 1o 1957 there was a
similar altitude toeward John Dicfenbaker
when he wrestled the government away
from the 81, Laurent Liberals who, moslt
people agreed, had become too arropant
and removed from the people. Diefenbak-
er was the man who ‘would restore n sense
of pride in Canada. Finally, "‘the average
Canadion™ would have his day in court.

By 1962, Diefenbaker's cabinet was

splitting in all directions, and he was:

getting a journalistic roasting for every-
thing from nuclear warheads to devalued
dollars, His honeymoon ended with a
resounding crash. '
Pearson's humi‘ymu-un didn’t end with
any dramatic suddenness, but his image
wis clearly larnished through a long

series of ministerial seandals, the divisive

Nag debate and the continuwing controver-

8y over bilingualism and bleulturalism.
The nitty-gritty of domestic politics had
clearly taken its toll. :

ROCKY START

As Joe Clark looks back en his
predecessors, he must be graleful that he
wasn't swepl into office with a similar
blast of journalistic cuphoria. There is
something 1o be said for starting at the
hottom and working up.

A toreign correspondent who trovell-
ed on the Clark campaign remarked that
he had never seen such an “anti<andidate
sentiment™ among the accompanying
press. There were even anti-Clark jokes
being passed around and, since Clark
tended to (ellow a set speech, Ieporters.
even helped him  finish senlences in
unison. He was hummered by the press for
his performance in the television debate
and, since his election as prime minister,
he has ubsorbed a severe pounding for his
ill-conceived policies on the Middle East,
for his unpopular promise to “‘privatize”
Petro-Canndn, and for certain eabinet
appointments, When you think of #8, Joe
Clark really got off to i rather rocky start.

I suspeet he is grateful. Right now,
with a new minority governmen! and with
most Canadians obviously willing to glve
him a chance 1o prove himself, {t matiers
litile what journalists say about the new
prime minister. And by the time il does
matters, the cycle will probably have
changed. As Clark’s peeple see It, any
change can only be for the belter,

involved in the 1945 revival of the open bar
in Ontario is described today by Dan
O'Hearn in this series looking back over
his 35 years at Queen’s Park,

By DON O'HEARN
Uueen's Park Bureap
Of The Herald

Mention Les Blackwell to anyone
today and you gel a blank stare. Even in
his own time his real importance was
known only to those few quite c¢lose to
government and the legislature.

As the unusually strong second man in
the Drew government Leslie Rlackwell
Was O power. .

Politically the boldest move of the
Drew regime was (o intreduce the sele of
.hard liquor by the glass after the 1945
clection. This was nlmoest entirely a
Blackwell production.

Drew was involved in selting the
original policy. In fact it well could have
been his idea! But then it was left to
Blackwell to put it through.

RBlackwell devised the approach of
giving bars automalically to municipaliti-
es of over 50,000 population, which then
covered the provinee's five major citles
and only them, and requiring a local vote
for a!! other municipalitics. For years
aflter there were local votes, and eventuanl-
ly, the province became almost entirely
wet. But the strategm worked. Liquor
never really became an important lssue

agaln.
SETTLEDSTRIKE
Blackwell was Influentia! in many

‘other things. -

Ome was a very bitter strike in the

sulo industry in Windsor shortly after the
war,

whole downlown area of Windsor jammed
with cars and there were hundreds of OPP
standing by. The situation locked both
hopeless and polentially dangerous.

Blackwell tackled it by [irst getting
Labor Minister Charles Daley (a good
minister in this field but in above his head
on 1his one’ off to Europe on a sudden trip
which had unexpectedly come up. Then
Blackwell went te Detroit and called the
leaders of the unien and the company
over,

EHe kept them there in a bull session
and in 24 hours had the strike seltled.

But most characteristic of him were
his integrity and his toughness,

In the 1M0s there was still a lot ot
hanky-panky and greedy hands in politics.
This particularly applied to racketeering
in liquor licences.

It was well known that a licence cost
$10.000-§15,000 in Toronto, $7.500 in Sud-
bury and se on. These were straigh
pay-offs. And they wercn't going into
party funds but jnto the pockets of top
officials.

This drove Blackwell wild and finally
he wouldn’t take it any longer. One
marning ke called me down 1o his office
and said "'Don, I'm calling them in this
afternoon and telling them #f they don't
siop 1 will jail them. And I mean it."

That afternogn 1 watched the four top
PC party officials in the province stride in
the attorney-general’s office and half-an-
hour later 1 watched themn glumly file
out,

Blackwell, of course, didn't jail them
and I can’t say {or sure whether the toll
ﬁlta waa ended, but you dida't hear about

oguen,

UOmbudsman poses question,

occupies the middle ground

Iy DERER NELSON

Queen's Prark Bureaw
M The Hepnld
TORONTO — There's 5 tricky princi-
ple invelved in the existence of an
ombudsman to look inté complaints
against actions by the pravincisl gavern-
ment,

While paid lor by the laxpayer, the
(hnbudsman 15 in the unique position of
reparting tirectly 1o the legislalure,

He is a "creature of the House™ 10 use
the parliamentary jargon, cather than an
mstrument of the government.

Yet only povernment, and not the
fepislature, has the power to take action,
to fix errors and it is the government that
has te respond to the ombudsman’s
complaints about hureaucractic wrong-
doing against Lthe private citizen,

To help resolve that dilficulty MPP
Pal Lowlor (NDP-lakeshore), chairman
of the seleel commitiee on the ombuds-
man, wis on bis feet in the legislatlure just
helore the session recessed.

I{e presented a special report of seven
recommendations that were poing now-
here against the opposition of the minist-
rivs or boards involved.

MEANSOMETIHING

The commitliee is composed of 10
members, four of them Conservatives,
and three each Liberals and NDP.

Their views were unanimousy. In all
seven cases, one dealing with the health
ministry, and =ix with the Workmen's
Compensation Board, they felt the ombud-
sman was right:

Lawlor wanted the Jegislature, the
ombudsman's boss, to say so. And for il Lo

mean somelhnng.,
Otherwise, there is ne sanction for the

office of the Ombudsman,” he said.

With that Lawlor louched on the key
problem for an Ombudsman.

If. after all his investigations are
concluded, he [eels a government minist-
ry or agency made an error with o citizen
he goes to the burcaucracy and tells them
S

Hul what happens if they in turn tell
himm to get lost?

1. TALE

That in essence happened four yvears
agoe, when the eimbudsman's affice was
first established, over the North Pickering
exproprialion question,

The resulling erisis produced a syst-
£m [or resolving ombudsman-government
conllicls, which ncluded setling up the
sclect commiltee Lo hear arguments from
both sides.

The resulls, from the point of view of
[aawlor 1and past chairman  Michael
Davidson (NDP-Hamilton Centre), who
resigned on the issue) have not been good,

When the commmitice’s last report
was produced in the House none of the
involver cabinet ministers even took Lhe
courtesy to shaw up and listen.

ONE SAFEGUARD

Now their latest report was before the
ifouse, and Lawlor bluntly said “we want
this taken seriously. It hasn’t been up to
this date and it is high time it was."

Which is really the paint.

If the government wants an ombuds-
man, and makes him a scrvant of the
House, then it should bow before decisions
of that chamber expressed as unanimous
committee recommendations.,

fHaving ull three parlies agree screens

mit the blatantly parusan stufi, such us
the North Pickering dispute, where the
Torivs dissentied.

Whether the government will, in fact,
respond odeguately to Lawlor's plea s
still up in the air. We'll know by the fall
sessi0n
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Halton’s
History

From our files

HOWANYWOOD OFFERED ASGIFT

THIRTY YEARS AGO-Rowanwood,
palatial home of Mr. and Mrs. J.H.C.
Waile, Main Sreet South in Brampton has
been offered to Peel Memorial Hospital as
a gift. One of Brampion's lovellest
homes, il contains 17 rooms, has o large
swimming poo! and beautiful rock and
flower gardens cover the four acre
property. It is wvalued at $100,000. In
making the pgift. Mr. Walte inforrned the
hospitat board of governars they could use
the property as o nurse’s residence or sell
il and use the proceeds for other hospital
PUrpOSEs,

The new plastic glass boat produced

in Geergetown by Kippin-Ker, o new
company formed by Leonard J. Bell, head
af Georgetown Clay Produclts, made a
good showing at the Civie Holidoy boat
raves in Orillia when it placed second in
thi: ¢lass for 10 hp outboard motors In a
ten-mile race.
" Two cases of poliomyelitis have been
reported in Halton by Dr. James M.
Mather, Medicnl Officer of Heallh, One is
a 24-yearold married woman from Zim-
mertman and the other a seven-year-old
girl from Campbeliville, Both victims
have some paralysis, Dr. Mather reporie
e, The cases are in widely separated
points of the counly and give no indicatlon
that there is danger of an cpidemic.

MALICIOUS DAMAGE

TWENTY YEARS AGU - Two Glen
children ages 9 and 12 have been charged
with causing malicious damage to Glen
Willlams Public Schogl Monday, which
sccording 1o Esquesing schoel board
trustee Ern Batkin may run close to
$5.000. Damage to the windows alape udi!
run into hundreds of dollars. All of Whe
windows along the back of the huilding
and In doors throughout the school were
shattered. Ingide, radios and clocks were
demolished, water color paints were
upset, ligh! globes broken, and almoest-
everything moveable was overiurned, In
one room, duplicator fluid was poured
over the tiled foor, and retiling will be
necessary. The Glen School is the fourth
rural school to experience vondalism in
the past few muonths.

Edwnrd James Hogers of R.R.1
Georgetawn became understandably on-
gry Monday afternoan when sormeone shot
at him with a .22 rific while he was
driving north on the 7th Line, shattening
the windshield of his car. Mr, Rogers was
just south of McCullough's corners when
he was shot at, and in his haste lo back up
o attempt to cateh the gunman, he lost
contro! of his car and backed inlo the cast
ditch.

Contractors who use water {rom fire
nydrants during construction jebs should
be subject to regulations ond pay for
water used, said Coun. Ern Hyde,
chairman of council’s water commiltee,
when the subject was discussed at the July
27 meeting. Works superintendent G.R.
Bligh said there is no cxisting town
legialatjon which bars this practice, and
said he would recommend council consid-
cring levying a charge and establishing
regulntions.

BUILDING ARKS
TEN YEAR AGO - It wasn't {orty days
and forty nights - bul the torrent which
dropped something like three inches of
water on Georgetown and district Monday
aflernogn put restdents in the moed for
ark building. The upusunlly heavy down-
pour resulted in flash flooding in some
areas of town where slorm sewers and
natural ground absorplion couldn't handle
1. Town works superintendent Frank
Moretite told The Herald his depariment
had over 200 calls from people asking (or
aid in pumping water from basements and
mopping up,
When little Bethany Margaret HilU

* was born in Georgetown Hospitat April 16,

she weighed only one pound, twelve
aunces. And a few days later, she had lost
four and a half of those precious ounces,
On July 16, Bethany arrived home at
Limehouse with her parents Carl and
Gwen, a heaithy three-months«eld who
now weighs almost 6% pounds.
Eighteen-year-ola Phillip White of
Georgetown was sent to trial for the
non-capital murder of his futher, Robert
White. Phillip is accused of shoating his

father, May 4 with a .22 rifle following an
argurnent at their Georgetown home.
Tolnl income tax pald by Hallon
residents has soared by $5,877,000 in one
year. The federal tax department’s on-
nual “Green Book™ shows Hallon rest
dents paid $32,255,000 in 1967 the lalest
year for which {igures are available. The
number of residents in Halion earning
over $20,000 o year has nlso increased - 659
in 1967 compared with 495 the previous

SMCamar1 57, Aonatreal, P Q

year,
After much debate gbout municipali-

ties sharing the cost of a plumbing
inspector, Georgetown has decided to go it
EIDFE. Halton Euunt}'lnnnuun:ﬂd jt would
no longer carry oul plumbing Ins
after September. Councll on Emﬁa&
decided to advertise for an Inspector, wi
a salary of between $6,000 and $7,000 and &
car allowance,

FOUAL MEETING
ONE YEAR AGO-HAIlton Hilla mayor
Tom Hill set speculation flying July 5
when he anneunced at a planning board
that o« Focal Properties representative
has approached him o try to arrange a
mecting between council and Focal

without town stalf or legal advisors
present.

Halten Hills s seeking an injunction
ngainst Ontario Hydro to prevent Hydro
starting construction on the nerth-south
power corridor which was the subject of
Monday's Ontaric Municipal Board hear-

"ing. The hearing was adjourned, but the
town has sought an injunction agalnst the
corporation saying construction on the
line has started without waitling for the
decislon of the hearing.

Halton Region Conservation Author-
ity staff f{nced the possibility of a dam
{allure, the second ln less than lwo
months, when water began seeping out of
a toe droln at the Kelso Dam July 14,
Authorlty general manager Murray Ste-
phen, told authority members that the
E5-acre reservoir was lowered by four feet
July 17 to case the pressure, Tests done
carlier showed that the dam iteelf did not .
appear to be leaking, but no source for the
water could be Jocated. Water flowed at
the rate of 300 gallons a minute.




