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iculture is still important in Halton

By MAGGIE HANNAH
Herald staff writer

Agriculture is far from dead
in Hallen, whercthenumber of
farmers may oappear lo be
diminshing but the quality of
their produce just keeps on
rising.

So say Henry Stanley, the
region's agricultural represen-
tative, whe has al his finger-
tips an impressive list of stalis-
tics (see box, this page: which
bear out his claim Lhat the
positive achievements of Ial-
ton farmers far outweigh the
protlems receiving tost of the
farm-reloted publicity.

“To me, agricolture is as
strung or stronger than everin
Halton,"" ¥Mr. Stanley savs, “al-
though this isn’t pereeived by
many of the local paliticians.”
While residents and politicians
alike see the crops prowing,
what really slicks in their
minds are the media headlines
listing chanpes that are aboul
1o cost the area agricullural
land, such as plans for a new
subtddivision, o hydro trangimia-
sion corridor or a new high-
Wiy,

“You don't see headlines
saying thot Halton shoriborns
won Lhe premier exhibit at the
Hoval (Agricultural Winter
Fair) or that Burnview Farms
of Milton had the highest milk
production record of any herd
in Canada in 1077, he points
out, "Yau dan't hear Lhat
Halton and Peel have the lop
dadry herds according 1o He-
cord of Perfoermance figures or
that mere than B0 per cent of
the herds are listed either
with R.O.P. or D.LH.A. (Dairy

Herd bmnprovemient Associa-
tiant?, And you can po on this
way in every class of Jive.
stock.”

TOP PRODUCERS

FHallon is a lup grain prixluc-
er too, und Mr. Stanley proves
it by pointing out that Jast
year's world champion and
reserve  champion ye was
grown by the Norringtons in H
altonn. The eonly time Onturio
cver won the wheat chatnpion-
ship at the Hoyal was in 1954
and it was a Halton (armer
who (oo the title,

Ialton also had has a numb-
er of extremely well-organized
pick your own frpit and veget-
able Iarms which do a (ine job
of marketing their produce,
M. Stanley says. Since we are
chose to Large population areas
the markel is pood for such
operations and we meet the
public’s peeds very well.

The furmers who have made
headlines are the complainers,
he savs, The suceessful farm-
ers are busy farming rather
thin complaining,

Inspite of alt the good things
he can say abwut Halton {arms
he adimis thal there are more
progressive agricallural sreas
in the province. The uncertain-
ty of the past quarter century
has held Halten farmers back
with expansions and changes
which they might have invest-
ed In had they been sure how
longt they would be able to
conlinue farming,

UNCERTAINTY

The arrival of the speeutal-
ors along Highway Five in
Qakville in the mid- 1950 start-
ed lhe uncertainty and il in-
creased  as  they  gradually

Census h.sts

more farms

Hay

continued to rank as the Halton's

major field crop during 1976, when the most
recent agricultural survey was token in the

region,

Additional statistics from the same period
counted 796 farms in Halton, ranging in size from
less than three neres to more than 1,600 acres. A
total of 662 farmers each had sales exceeding
$2,500 during 1976, when some 117,000 acres were

under cultivation.

Comparison with 1971 census figures in-
dicated a growth of 15 farms and 12,000 acres
over the years, with Halton Hills gnining 13 of
those new farms, raising its totel to 276 and

comprising 43,000 acres.

Figures for
muici

gains acrea

Halton's
llt!es shnw both substantial losses and
with 42 new farms bein

other area

eatnb!jsh edin N ﬂtun between 1971 and 1976 an

Burlington losing 27 farms. OQakville similarly
lost 13 farms during the same period, but, like
Burlingtun , Bained in the number of acres being

farme

While Milton gained 4,000 acres during the
- five-year period, Burlingion gained the same
amount and Qakville found another 1,000 acres,

In order of
crops in Halton dur

opularity,
uring 1976 were hay (with 156

the major field

farms invelved), mixed grains, cob corn, wheat,
oats, barley, sﬂage corn, vegetables, nuraery
atock. tree frults and small fruits.

Beef production involves the largest
number of Halion farmers where livestock i
considered. In total, 446 ares farms are rajsing

beef cattle, compared to 191 raising

chickens, 152

raising dairy cattle, 127 raising pigs, 61 raising
sheep and 146 raising turkeys, geese and ducks.
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Bougzhil up preoperlivs through-
out the couniry. The (nfacin
gevernment  bought large
tractsol land, rspecially inthe
Uakville arca, which added to
thee theorizing alint the coun-
Iv's fulure. Brban residents
witnling to buy rural lots be-
vause of the counly's seenic
beeatsty added to the pressure
and towns cxpanded., also
swallowing up farm  Jaals
These worrits were com-
pounded by o Lavk of planning
al the local and county level 1o
protect areas for agriculturein
the long range future,

Al voe puint, farnmers had
prave probiems waith eslate
faxes, gilt Laxes, and sucees-
sion dulies, Fven translerring
thewr farms to therr children
wis tricky . The situalioh wos
finally rectified by legislation
passed this year o abolish pilt
and eslate taxes on farms.

Iegional governmment hasn’l
helped Halton's farmers much
te this poinl, Mr. Stanley noles,
because nope of Lhe countillors
are farmers or bave any real
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“To b Lli anme of them are
concerned,” he says, but since
they have oo sohd base n
Larniing they can’t really ap-
preciate the problems of the
baetsa Frde tarmer and they tond
to pver Teact o the negative
cofmmends comimt oul aboul
apriculture”

The reiomal plaz, althouth
nel yel approved, oflery some
hope Tur more slabilily in
Halton's apricalture, he savs,

(e of the posilive things he
sees Tor e Tulure s e
lemember aprculteral advi-

sory comnmillee made up of o

cross sechon of Farm people tu
dadvise regienal  councld  on
malters to do with aprncueliure
This will ghive the farm com-
munty cheect input an council
decisions antd their sugpestions
will be aecepled as valuable
where it involves the rural
colnmunity,
H1GHCALIBRE

O of the reasons Halton
agpriculture s oof such o high
calibre is beeause so many af
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her lareners are college prads
or have at least had  post
cecondary schout traimng of
sonie <ort. Many of Halton's
part Lime farmers are in Lhie
eategdory, Mr. Stanley  savs,
There are o 1ot of prolessional
prenple such as ductors who are
[iieming this way and doing a
o ok

While the part-time (armer
may have been looked down
upon at once time, Mr. Stanley
feels they are pood {for the
corminiunmly.

“They're producing foud on
the Land, buying goods and
services i the communily,
hinmng prople. They have muon-
ey and  ahility and te me
IThey're an assel)” e sayvs

Thereis o wrend in Halton pt
present to repnting farm
land, Probatdy up o 30 per
cenl of the laond being farmed
is renled, he says, This means
that soine farmers are work-
mp up o 2000 aeres. While
st people may question the
wisdoim of such an operation,
Ar. Stanley fecl it's good 1o sev

CUT FROM CANADRA

SRR s ke i s = Ly L o |

400 g

Mallow Biscuits rke.

ASSORTED FLAVORS

Laura Secord

Puddings

ASSORTED COLORS
WHITE SWAN

SLEEVE
OF

2-ROLL

Paper Towels rka
IN MOLASSES ORTOMATO SAUCE

IGA Beans
with Pork

NEW
ROYAL GOLD, PROCESS

IGA Cheez
Spread

CORONATION

WITH GARLIC OR POLISH

Dill Pickles

B 14 FL
@ 0Z. TINS

.49

32.FL.
0Z. JAR

FROZEN, BEEF, CHICKEN, TURKEY

OR SALISBURY STEAK

Savarin
Dinners

Look for
these
cards!

Take advantoge of these many B

suppher  reductions  through
out the store The eapiry date
appeats on each carg.

FOR

11-02.

COMPETITIVE

'PRICES

Cola

CASE OF
24 x 10-FL.

& " - JEET

o5 Sl .

Dol e e

Ptk
Ve o 1 pood i .
N e iy

v ey

the land cultivaled rathes than
being lefl idle to grow weeds,

Higher grain prices have
resulted i an ipcreasing oum-
Iwr ol furmers growing cush
prain crops, Rent bere is 8 bit
low er than o some ather areas
of the priwvinee because there
15 o quite a bit of land held by
speculators which s avinlable
fur farming. The governmenl
s piving tax rebates if the land
is rented so this should encour-
Ao even more Speculytors Lo
lease their properly.

FULE MAILKS

Mr. Stanley also gives Tull
marks to the Halton Federa-
lien of Agriculture for laking
such an active inlerest in bolh
Incal and provincuad jssues.
Members spend hours delving
into issues which will involve
farmers nol eply here but all
pver the prisvinee, he says, and
they are stamding up  quite
strongly for the bopa fide
farmer.

The 4:11 mnovement is alse a
priurity ilem in Halten and
since the elubs leaders are very
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Labor was a problem at one
time, but most Hallon farmers
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Live golten around it by using
muchinery instead el mangal
labor. The enly place where
the Libor shortage is still ser-
ipits is in cestuin fruit and
vepetable operations, be says.
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