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By MAGGIE HANNAN
Flerald staff wriler

People have 10 set their own
stendards and principles anad
five Uy them. Hesidents of a
community owe it something.

« Those raising [amilics in &
communily have 4 moral
the
community as well as their
fomilies, to give of their

responyibility to

abililies in whatever way they
can. So says Paul Armstrong,
ene of Georgetown™s busier
businessmen.

Just how Mr. Armstrong
arrived at his philosophy
wasn't discussed but it could
well have come from famlily
traclition as well as olberva-
tlon and inclination. Mr.
Armatrang’s twin brother,
Michael, is regional councillor
for Ward 4, and their father the
tale John T. Armslrong, was
Genrgetown's mayor [rom 1552
ta 1959,

The boys were [2 when their
fother was lirst elected and
Mr. Armstrong admits he was
conscious of being the mayer's
S00.

“Oecasiocnally there'd e a
parental warning about doing
sumething,”" he says, “'but 1
think we might have been

recognized as much for lhe

fact that we were twins s for
the fact our father was the
mayar. Mike and 1, and Ross

*" and Boh Hilller were the only

Iwins in Chappel Stirecl schoot
in those days. There'd b about
250 kitls in the school and it was
the only schoo! here then. We
got ridings all the time but (it
was never anylhing personal.
Somepne woutld say ‘why don't

vou el your old man 1o hx
such and such 2 streel bul it
wis never vicious, "’

“1 dun’l think polifigians
were considered all thatl great
then. You had to e kind of a
folksy person or you digdn't
stay around. ‘The only
professionad from those days
was Andy Dale ta lawyery,
The rest were all working
raen.”

MFFERENTINTERESTS
Although Paul and  Mike
were  twins  they  developed
different  inlerests  as  they
grow up and as a resull they
had different friends.

o | suppuse when we were

younger our parents tendesd to
exprect us [o do things together
heviause we wepe 1The same
age,” he says. 'l know we
woere on lthe same ball and
hockey leams and in the same
Sunday school class and choir
wogether. And of course we
werte in the same class in
school. Up Lo Grade 6, that is. |
think 1hat was when they
hepan sireaming the Kids,™

Mr. Armstrong missed
Grade 7. Whether he had a
slight perceptual problem,
which ol course teachers didn't
recopnize in those days, or
whelher he simply lost interest
i school he isn’t  sure.
repeating his year was good in
the cid, however, becawse he
wils an honour studenl by the
time he completed Grade 8,

“1 don’t know if repeating
Grade 7 lel me cateh up, or |
matured, or 1 liked my
teacher, or I was just damn
seared of Harold Hernry, ihe
school's principal,”” he jokes,
“hut it wis the best year I ever
haeh.”™ '

Back from Holland

Dy [LORI TAYLOR
Herald stalf wriler

Hol Porter enjoyed the year
he spent in Holland on the
Hotary Club Student Exchange
program, but he says it feels
good to be home again.

A year i3 a long time, but it
was fonger for my family,
becnuse I was travelling a lot,
and having new experiences
and time seemed to go fast,”
Hal sald. :

Hal, who turped 19 while he

was in Holland, was seclected

by the Georgetown Rotary
Club to spend a year among
the Rolary Clubs of the Nether-
lands as part of an exchange
program. He spent six months
in o town called Ermelo with
one fumily, and six months in

. a tawn called Putlten, with two

familics.

"1 had an cusy year, because
the families [ stayed with were
so good,”” Hal said. 'l was
really forlunate. 1 was treated
as amember of the family, and
we did things together o3 a
family."”

Family relationships are
strong in Holland, Hal said,
and the extended family with
grandparenis, aunts, uncles
and cousins, is stiil strong. He
said in most cases, all mem-
bers of the family lived in the
same town or village, partly
becnuse Holland is a relatively
small country.

The exchange program

_ works partly on a sink-or-swim
~ hosis, in that Hal spoke no
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Dulch when he arrived in
Holland. After a year, though,
he has become fluent in the
tanguage.

LANGUAGE A PRODBLEM

*The language, of course,
was a problem, [ didn’t speak a
word of Dutch when 1 wenl
there,” Halsaid. "“Now I speak
it fluently. When you're totally
immersed in a language, il

. OBITUARY
Acton school principal dies

The principal of Acton's
McKenzie-Smith Middle
Schoo), Gary Dawkins, died in
his home on Monday. He was

40,

Horn and raised in Aclon,
Mr. Dawkins graduated from

_ Toronlo's Lakeshore Tench-
-+ ere’ College in 1960 and began
" teaching ot Speyside Public
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School. He became the school’s

principal n 1963 and was
transferred lo M.Z. Bennetl
Public School 10 years later,
When the old Acton High
School wns converted Into a
middle school in 1977 Mr.
Dawkins was named as its
principal,

Mr. Dowkins was deeply
invalved in community service
ns well as school actlvities and
served two terms as president
of the Acton Rotary Club as

nell a8 EeTYing B (ermn A3
oregdent of the Nerth Halton

H

doesn' take long to learn how
io commnunicate."

Flal went ta school in Hol-
land, althougd he cdidn't take o

Principal’s Assoclation.” He
was recently appointed to the
Georgetown and District Me-
merial Hospital hoard of direc-
tors and was this vear’s grand
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Starting heyth sehool withoul
his brother wasn'l guite so
easy. The schdol was smail
vpouph that the new studends
were spetted mstantly he savs,
and the tales of what pew
students  coutld  expawl  were
enough I make bim nervouw.

DENTISTRTY

He linished three years and
part of lus fourtd: before he
decided on g career, Mike houd
befl wehool to work m o bank
and aul was ainung lowards
dentistry - before the school
puidance teacher poked holes
RER I HTTHES

“ltoss Lambert, the schoo!
prncipal,  also  had  the
putlkince in hose days,” e
revalls, and be told me the
only kind of deabist 'd ever
make wias  the mechanical
kind, duing [alse teeth and that
sort of thing, and after seeing
me in the shop he had his
deubts about that too,” he
Erins.

Mr. Armstropg woeund up
attendimg the Guelph Business
College. The college's owner
wis prooming him 1o be o
court reparier but he ol cold
feet and decided against it.

Just as Mike was the better

student, w0 he is the more

ageressive characler, Mr.
Armsirong siys.

"I have to push myself to do
publiv speaking and 1 hote
parties.” he spys. T more
comflortable in the one on one
siluation.  Gangs  of  prople
pverwheim me. I'd just as soon
nol argue with people. Thal’s
probaby why Fll never be o
politician. [ know people who
disagree aren’t againsl  yal
personally but | just dun’t like
to argue.”’

MALESECRETARY

After his Insiness college

P

Porter

full program. He followed four
or five classes because taking
into consideration the lan-
puage problems and the difier-
ences belween the educational

master of Walker Masonic
Lodee No, 321, He was past,
president of the Acton Prog-
resive wonsecvative Associalt-
ion and ran as  P.C.
candidate for the Halton riding
in 1he 1975 provineial election.
He was nlso o former member
of Knox Presbyterian Church
Roard of Managers,

Mr. Dawkins is survived by
his wife, Rosecalee, and sons
sark and Michael, at home.
He also leaves his parents,

“r. and Mrs. W.E. Dawkins
and brothers Fred and Don, all
afl Acton.

Funeral services for Mr.
Dawkins will be held in Knox
Presbyterian Church at 1:30
p.m. tomorrow (Thursday}. A
Masonic memorial service will
be held tonight at 9 p.m. in
Shoemaker's Funeral Home.
lnterment will follow in Fair-
vitw cemelery.

Iranung he went te Canadian
Facifie Steamsbups in Toronto
s male stenographer and
wound up spending more hime
of his hoss's Holary correspon-
denee  than  ou  company
business.

[ puess that was my hirsl
introcduction o Holary,” he
2rins

e has been wilth the club for
12 vears now and has  jusd
stepped  down a8 Yauth
Exchaoge chaeman Jur the
Georpetown lotary club, He
also was the group’s president
i B2l

John T. Armsirong bepas in
the insurance busmess in 17
and set wp s offiee in hall of
the present location on 3aan
Streer Sauth in 1936, 1*aul
joined tis father in 1959,

Mo oune tn the Tamily
wanted tngointo the insurance
business,” be recalls, *One
weekend when 1 was homwe
frotn Taronle - Father
mentioned il lo me, [ was o
long haul to pet anywhere in
the CI then, sn 1 went Lo the
ficst course on training people
in general nsurance that the
Untaro [ndepeadent
Insurange Agent’s Assacialion
sponsorcd. [twas at MeMaster
Universily. T look my holidays
to go to Lhe ¢ourse so I'd slill
have a job in case T didn't like
it. Then 1 went back o Teronlo
unitil September. [ couldn'l get
a license lo sell  insurance
Because Fwis anly 20 sa § wenl
ek amd teok il again the next
year., Like Grade 7T @t
probably did me the world of
pood,”” he gquips.

“Ay (ather was more a lile
insurance salesman  than a
general insurance man™, Ar,
Armsirong says. “He found
the affice conlining. He wasn'l

syslems, a full course-load
would have been too difficull,
he said.

“Fheir education system is
a lat different from ours,” Hal
snid, **It"s much more intense.
School starts ot B in the mosn-
ing and cnds at 3:30 and it’s
eriented completely to acade-
mics. They don't have the
social and recrcational com-
ponents thal we do here.”

Students in Dutch schools
arc expected o learn a ot
more, includlng ather lan-
guages, Hal said. Because Hol-
land is surrounded by different
countries, with different lan-
guages, learning olher lan-
guages is essential for com-
munication.

“Through going to school in
i Europran country, [ renlly
have more appreciation for
aur system~—we're more round-
ed,” Hal snid. “Beeause of the

ay I've been taughl, 1 ound it
easier 10 meet new people and
adapt 10 the different situa-
tions in Forope.” ;

Students on the Rotary Club
exchange program dan't nor-
mally do much travelling
while they're on the exchange,
but Hal's irip was 4n excep-
linn, While he was in Holland,
he also visited England, Swilz-
erland, ¥rance, Austria and
Germany.

“It's nol the idea of the
program te1ravel, but with my
families, [ did a lot of travell-
ing Lhat T never though I would
do when 1 teft,' Hal said. He
spenl Christmas in Switzer-
tand skiing, which helped him
deal with the inevitabie leeling
ol homesickness frem spend-
ing the holiday away from
home, he Said.

T EARLY CIHILISTMAS

“The Diteh celebrale
Christmas an December 5, not
December 25,7 Hal said.
“They invited me to go with
them Lo Switzerland, and I was
glad | went. It didn’t seem like
Christmaos in Switzerland."”

Hal wea!l 1o East and West
Ferlin an a school excursion, a
trip which he described as one
of the mosl interesting trips of
hig stay

“We pot into East Berlin,
and ¢ven thoupgh we had (o stay
n the bus most of the time,

- and we only saw the places

they wlﬂnu:d us 1o see, it was
really interesting,” he said.

Hal went to Eogland twice,
once with his host Rotary Club
and once with other Rotary
Exchange studenis. He spent
about {weive days in England
altogelher, two aof them in
London.

He also made it te Paris, a
trip which he said he had
always wants (o make.

“I've always had o dream Lo
go 1o Paris, and when 1 Rol
there, | found it wns every-

thing | thought it would be "

Haol said. "'l wasn't let down at
all,"*

The Jasi three weeks of h}s
stay in Europe, Hal spent n
soulhern Germany with one of

o much an adrumstrator as a
salesman and i he boad his
druthers he'd e outside the
office talking to people.”™
DEDPRRESSION
When he began visiling
customers in their homes n

his host [amilies. They visited
Munich and alse did some
travelling in Auslrin, he said.

“] never dreamed I'd be
goingt to these places,” he said.

Hal alse visited wilh Marie
Hofle in Belgium. Marie wos a
Haotary exchange student, who
stayed in Georgelown during
her irip. She showed him
around Brussels and Belgium
during the four days he spent
there, Hal said.

Fal said it would be different
to generalize about the people
he mel during his stay.

PRETTY SMALIL

“Holland is pretty small,
compared to Canada, but peo-
ple frum the east, wesl, north
and south are completely diffl-
erent,” he satd, "But people
pre people. [ found the hig
difference was in the younp
people, As they got older, 1
found they were more like us.™
He said 1he difference might
be 1o the dilferenl emphasis
ptaced on edueation in Hol-
band.

The Dulch were very inter-
esied in hearing aboul Canada,
Hal sald, although they had
some misconceplions abott
the country.

“People thought Canada was
really cobd, they thoughl it was
Indians and Eskimoss,” he
said, "One thing people were
really impressed wilh was all
the raomn, They were impress-
ed that our strects were 50
wide, and things like that."

Life in Holland is imarked by
a number of riluals which are
so much o parl of tradilion that
people do them without think-
imgg, Hal said, At 10 in the
morning, evervihing stops for
a coffee break, and that in-
cludes the schools. Luach
comes around noon, and at 2in
the afternoon, everything
stops fer tea, Al 5 p.m. comes
another colfee hreak, Hal said
these are not smill aneals,
such as the English afternoon
tea, hut strictly tea and coflee
tireaks.

The Duteh drink a lot of
coffee, Hal snid. Al any Dulch
party, the guesl are served o
cup of collee, followed by a
Duteh pastry, and then anoth-
er cup of colfee. Only then is
alcohel served., There is nc
drinking age in Helland, and il
is quite acveptable to offer
young boys a cold drink of
beer, al said. The teenagers
in Haolland don’l seem at all
preaccupied with liguor  be-
cause they're used to it, Hal
said.

Hal celebrated his  nine-
teenth birthday in Holland. His
birthday actually lell during a
trip to England, but when he
relurncd, his host families held
a birthday party for him. In
Holland, when a birthday is
cetebraled, the whale family (s
congratulaled, and not just the
birthday person, as is done in
Canada.

Hecause he is a Canadian,
Hal said the gifis he received
[rom his host [amilles were
matnly Dulch ilems which he
could keep 0s SoUVETIrS, such
as Dutchrecords, and a pair of
wooden shoes,

QUEEN'SNIRTHDAY

One of the big helidays in

1959 Georpelown was in j
depressed state. At least, some
areas woere. [T was the tme of
the Aveo Aarrow's demnise and o
lot of residents, parbicularcly
those in the new portions of
towe, woere in Bad finaneial

Holtanils s Queen Julinna’s
birthdday. A lot of people o 1o
her palace lo eelebrote, and
lake part in o parade which
masses under the haleony of the
palace, Hal saicl,

Chrisimas is celebrated in a
sliphtly different fashion fram
the Canadian (raditions in Heol-
landl, Hal said, The holiday is
less commercial than il 15 in
Canada, and is celebraled as
st. Nicholas Day on December
5, he safd. That is when gilts
are exchanged.

The exchange of gifls is not
whal it is in Canada, Hal sald.
They are small, because the
Dulch consider the important
Ihinps Lo be the thouglil behind
the gilt. Gifts are usually
accompanicd by o poem com-
posed by the person giving the
pift.

“The poems are very spe-
cial.” Hal said. "On Christ-
mas 4day, or what we call
Christmas, the people g0 1o
church, but there isa't the kind
of celebration we have here.”

11 ean be difficult to adapl to
a differcent culture, but Hal
said that it helped that Lhe
Holary exchange students gol
to gether ane woeekend a
month. Fhe students were
from Canpda, the United
Srales, Auslralia, New Zeal-
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1 had o push myself ta gn
it after supper and falk fo
those  peeuple,” he says. ™1
foundd a Iet of the hames had
very  litle furmture, people
had ner jodes, sonie of thern had
Mardly cnough to cat and o lol
il them didnt know af they'd
even e the bouse next
mirmth.™

“What an introduction o the
husiness! # wasn'l  the
depression but vou'd swear (o
Hell o was . Graduadly things
pot better 1 sure developed a
secerity sense all of o sudden . 1
probably wouldn't have stayed
i he business af il hadn't been
far my father. He could see o
betier lamorrow becutse e’
been: through tough Limes
belure.”

The business has
over thoe Yeurs, Mr.
Armstrong  says. When  his
father first  starteid  selling
insurance he used Lo wisil
peaple in therr homes. When
Mr. Armstronp began in lhe
business o lot of prople chme
o The olfice becowse 1t was
fusler Lo conne Lhere, da your
business amd thea et on with
other  lhings,  Now an
increasing  amount of  their
husimess comes in by mail

"I owsed 1o e that your
custormers irusted you to know
what was best for their peeds,”
he says. Sow the dollar figure
is more important. They think
more in lerms of gelling what
seems to be the Iaest price.
Customers are more aware bul
thedr faith in humian nature has
ditunished.”

SIANY INTERESTS
Those who knew John T.

Armsirong will remembwer he
wis  involved  wilh pﬂ“llﬂ!-h

rhanzed

and and South Afriea. There
were 28 of themn, and Bal said it
helped that they could discuss
their impressions and  any
prublems they were having.

People who remember Hal
as a singer and musician from
his appearances as Holl in Do
Re Me' might take note that
while Hal was in Holland, he
lonk part in a school variely
show, which was part of a
cheese party, where puesls
sampled different kinds of
cheese. He also played classi-
cal guitar, and one of his host
fumilies fent him a guitar for
the duration of his stay, so he
could keep in practice,

Hal also joined a (olk-danc-
ing group, where he learned
mainly Iscaeli folk dances.

MILKING OCONWS

Among other new skills Hal
aceuired was learning how to
milk cows. One of the families
he staved with hves on a farm,
which was huilt in t860. The
[urm didnt have conlral heat-
ing or hot waler, but it did have
2,500 chickens and 80 head of
vattle which had 1o he milked
cach day.

Hal said he made many
friends in Holland, and he
expects to be corresponding
with a number of people he
met during hisstay, He said he

ration

church, insurance and the
YMasons. Looking at his sons it
apears Lhat they have split his
interests between them,

“It takes the iwa of us to
keep up with all he could do.”
AMr. Armistrong savs.

Mr. Armistrong has been
part of the covenant progran
al 81 Georpe's Anglican
Chureh for the past two years
irying 1o determine what
prople want from thetr church
antl linding ways of making
the chureh fit their needs.

L.ast vear he was past
Master of Credit Lodge as well
as serving as secretary on the
Credit Temple Corp. which
looks alter the hoilding on
FHighway Seven west of lown.
He served s vice-chairman on
the Georgelown hospitnl board
aned vice-president of district
five of the Ontario Hospital
Association.

He has also been o justice of
the peace since 1973 although
be doesn’ L silin traffic court as
do two ather Halton LPs It
lus his political alfilialiens he
ferels, which carnedt him thal
job,

“I don'l held ooy offices in
the parly but | door knock with
the candijdate at election time
gnud 1 it on the fund raising
commiltes,”” e says

He says he hasn't much in
the way of hublies although he
plays i bit of goll and bhas been
parl of o group thal gels
together o play  cards
reputariy. e also pardens.

“T'm a0 labkurer,” he says.
] like planting and 115 fruils
but | don't know the names of
things. U leave thal o Janet,”

AMrs. Armstrong worked for
an insurance adjusting firm
prier to her marriage in
Seplember 1975

Exchange student had a busy year abroad

will e having visiters [rom
Hotland, when people he mel
come over for holidays.

Flal kept in touch with his
(amily during the time he
spent in Holland, writing lelt-
ers onee o week and telephon-
inge nnce o monih.

Hal said he would recotn-
mend thal those who have an
apporiuaity Lo get involved in
this 1y pe of exchange program
should do so.

“1 lost a1 year in high schoot,
Bt if you look at it in terms of
experience gfained, It wasn't
lost at all,”* Hal snid. "'l saw o
tut of Evrope and I learned a
lat.” Hal will be retuming o
Georgetown District High
School in Grade 13,

“1 want to express my ap-
preciation 1o the Ilolary Club
for the opporiunity to go on this
exchange.' Hal said. "I galned
sa mtch through the exper-
ience of going to anather Jand,
that I could never express
enough  gratitude to- the
CGreorgetwn Raotary Club.™

“Anyone could po 1o Holland
as a lourist, but you don’t gel
miny chances to go there, to
Jive there, go lo school there,
eat Dutch food and experience
Dutch culture,’” Hal said. “It
was an invaluable experience,

and 1'll never forget it."”
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