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BIA improvements
face area’s realities

It’s nice to see the affirmative
action being  taken by
Georgetown's downtown mer
chants to help bolster the town’s
downtown area, Workers are now
busy finishing ofl construction of
three decorative islands spread
along Main Street. The pleasantly
designed islands will consist of two,
hopefully large trces set in wooden
frames that will also include a
bench and flower pols.

The entire renovation is ex-

cted to cost close to $20,000 but

alton Hills tax l_Ferﬁ won't be
stuck with the hilta he tab for the
work is being picked up by
Georgetown’s Business Im-
provement Area, o gruu;;l of
downtown merchants who have
agreed to Pay a self-imposed ‘tax’
to be used for projects like this one,
to help rejuvenate the downtown
core.

In opting for the islands, the

downtown merchants have
demonstrated impressive
foresight. In many small towns
coming to grips with the potential
of a declining downtown much of
the ‘discussion centres around a
lack of parking that makes it
difficuit for downtowns to compete
with malls.

VWhile parking is a valid con-
cern, Georgetown’s downtown
merchants seem to have realized
that you first have to create the
kind of downtown people are in-
terested in parking in before
parking is a problem. A town with
no shoppers have no parking
problems.

The BIA have had the sense to
sacrifice a few parking spaces in
the interest of beautifying the
downtown area.

We'll look forward to future
img}uvemenl& to the downtown yet
to unveiled by the merchants.

Renaissance urges
return to dark ages

It seems those guardians of the
public morality, Halton's chapter
of Renaissance, are back in action.

Renaissance has been a stone
around the neck of local educators
for years as they have advocated
the banning of lterature they
considered destructive to the
moral fibre of local students and
argued in defense of the likes of
Anita Bryant.

Recently, a number of Oakville
high school students were told they
would be suspended for part of the
next school year because of their
part in the publication of an un-
derground newspaper called “*Rag-
Laf-Art''. According to the prin-
cipal of the students’ school, the
newspaper depiclts teachers in
various sexual acts, has obscene
graphics and viciously attacks

teachers.

Renapissance have come out of
their closet to defend the students
as victims of an inudequate and

ermissive education system.

hey demand that Halton's
director of education himsell be
suspended for his role in creating
the present education system.,
Renaissance seems (o think the
high school students were ‘driven’
to creating the newspaper because
they are forced to read books like
the classic The Diviners.

Renaissance's leader,
Reverend Ken Campbell and his
supporters seem tobe delighting in
the Oakville students' newspaper.
They seem convinced the ap-
pearance of the publication proves
what they have believed for so

long, that permissiveness in
education is leading to the decay of
students’ moral fibre.

Let's hope our local school
board are not greally influenced by
the latest tirade from Renaissance.

Certainly, if there's any lesson
educators should have learned
during recent years, it's that you
don’t win respect from students by
demanding it thrnush tougher
discipline and you don't really
teach by isolating students from
the world around them.

A return to the dark ages of
education, as advocated by
Renaissance, will only lead to a
more rebellious otlitude among
students and more ‘‘Rag-Laf-
Arts'', 'If students are conironted
with stern authority.’ simply for
authority’s sake, they, like most
human beings, will try to rebel.
And if educators try to pretend
foul language and sex don't exist,
studerits simply won't take such a
system seriously.

By making information

"available to students about the

realities of their society, they learn
to come to grips with these realities
rather than fear them. And by
earning students respect rather
than heavy-handidly demanding it,
teachers and principals win &
mach deeper and meaningful
respect {from their students.

The publication of a trashy
newspaper like “Rag-Laf-Art” is
indicative of a problem, but it's a
g‘ﬂhlem that won't be solved by

king Renaissance's advice and
returning the hard hand of
authority to the schools.

Some contradictions
in NEC moves

There seems to be some major
contradictions in two new policies
recently discussed by the Niagara
Escarpment Commission.

Recently NEC voted to extend
the mandates of commission
members another two months so
the latest ‘preliminary proposals’
can be completed by the same

people who began the project so

many years ogo.

But, at the same time,
members of NEC's staff have
recommended that responsibility
for the escarpment’s development
control should be handed over lo
municipalities along the escarp-
ment.

The contradiction of these two
trains of thought is that on one
hand, NEC has re-appeointed a
ma}cﬁty of commission members
no longer holding positions on the
municipal councils they were
initially appointed to represent
while, en the other hand, NEC staff
arc advocating that more control
be given back to the escarpment
municipalities.

We can see the wisdom on not
bringing in an entirely new slate of
l?»IEn('.g commissioners at this late
stage in the game but some

uirement should have been
made to ensure the ex-municipal
council members on NEC make
regular reports to their old councils
and make a point of presenting the
wishes of that council at com-
wigsion meetings when the

council's and the commissioners
views are not the same.

If anything is likely to erode
the commission’s credibility, it's

being run bf a group of people, no .

longer affiliated with municipal

counctls.

At the same lime, to hand over
the major decision making power
for the escarpment to the local
municipalities, is moving a Jittle
too close to municipal govern-
ments. One of the reasons NEC's
creation became ‘necessary was
because of the failure of municipal
governments to adequately protect
the beautiful escarpment over the
decades. Should the municipalities
have this responsibility, we could
find ourselves with mish-mash of
‘p]annin%' along the escarpment
created by a combination of con-
servation and development minded
councils,. A major reason NEC
came into existence was lo ensure
a uniform planning policy along the
escarpment so it would be
oreserved for the benefit of all
Ontarians.

We don't feel confident that
many of the development hungry
municipalities along the escarp-
ment will consider its preservation
a priority. NEC is constantly bein
criticized. We doubt they wi
regain confidence of local and
Ontario residents by either
freezing out present murﬂciz:nli#iea
nor oy handng over planmng
control completely to them.
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Liberal’s Jean-Luc Pepin

is party’s new man to watch

E Guawa

By Stewart
Maclcod

Otiawa Bureau
Of the Lerald
As the Liberal party prepores for its
pew role v oppesition; and wonders ils
fongderm prospects under the leadership
ol Pierre Trdeau, the man to walch will
be Jean-Lu¢ Pepin.

Next to Trudeau, he will be most
il lueslinl
emmng months--not because he outranks
such stalwarts as Allan MacEachen, Jean
Chretien or Hoberl Andras, but because
hee is rejoining the ballered parly as a
respected, relreshed outsider, owing polit-
wal debts to no one. He has openly, but
discreetly, disagreed wilh Trudeau on 8
number of issues. Furthermore, he has
1nken a somewhat un-Liberal approach by
sugpesting, in public, that the party leader
st shape up or ship oul.

Whenever the party does change
eaders, you can bet that Jean-Luc Pepin
will be right up there in the fromt row-if
nol on 1he podium,

The long-time umversily professor
now is 54, and o centhusiastic MP for the
sprawling riding of Otlawa-Carleton, a
st he surprnisingly wrested away from
popular Tory Jean Piggolt while most
olher Liberals in the area are being

member of caurus in the |

clobbered. After being out of polilies since
1972, the cbullicnt Pepin was given litile
chanee of taking the scal, once held by
fociner [linance minisler John Turner.
Party officials had suggested he could be
fixed up wilhy on easter riding.

o0 HELP

But Pepin didn't want any help, or any
debts, **1 enjoy a pod challenge,”” he said.
“If Lean win the seal, it will be by my own
hard work ™

Ft was, loo. But il s significant thal he
was able to regroup the old Turner
organization, which had fallen into disar-
ray afier the former finance minisler
suddenly guil the cabinel in September,
1475, Since Pepin tends to be 50 discreed
abiou! such matters, he is nut about to say
whial he thinks about Turner as a possible
future leader, nor is Turner about lo say
whal he Lhinks of Pepin,

fut the twamen are friepds, and have
been since Pepin was the Pearson-Tru-
tleau cabinels from 1965 to 14872,

Smee 1972, Pepin has kepl himself
busy as chairman of the Anti-infllation
Board and cochairman of the Task Foree
o National Unity, In helping 1o prepare
the task force's report, Pepin suggested
thal language cights be left to the
provinces--a recommendation that sharp-
ly disagrees with the views of Trudeau.
Considering the import of the current
conshitutionad debate, this represents a
rather fundamental difference. If Pepin
were just ansther new MP, his disagree:
ment with Trudeau wouldn't maiter too
much, But when it comes lo the eonstiiu-
tion and national unity, his credentials
rival Trudeau. Furthermore, he is viewed
as less-partisan. L

. helieve he

| don't hink Pepin is the type of
person te Ccaust any unnccessary prob-
lems [or Trudeau--lhe 1wo men get alongs
just fine--bul it's ebvious he capects a
sterling performance from his leader, He
- does nol have the blind loyalty of somcone
who has been [ollowing & leader in the
polilicad trenches for the last seven years.

Pepin was quite candid aboul the
leadership issuein a lelevision interview:

“The prime minister and the party
have to be very aggressive, very dynamic.
In some wavs Mr. Trudeau hos fo do
better than what Mr. Clark has done in
Ihese areas, that Is lo reorganize the party
and all the structures and S0 on, 2
tremetidous job and a very important
job.

He wetit on to say thal the Liberal
leader *'has to demonsirate that he is able,
willing, eager to fight the battles that the
party says need g be fought. 1 he

tpecforms well, and I have ne reason lo
won't....he'll  deserve
support...”

Pepin wouldn't even discuss the pos-
sibilily of Trudeau not performing well,
bul he did throw in this key comment. I
know une thing about these jobs--that they
are given conditionally and they're held
condilionaily In the sense that nobody has
the God-given right 1o be the leader of uny
party in Canada.™

And that, coming [rom Pepin, is'about
the clearest warning |hat Trudeau s
ukely togel as he sels out on a new carcer
as opposition leader. We'll be carefully
moniloring  progress reports [rom the
powerful Pepin.

Summer leads to speculation

about Ontario cabinet shuffles

Nelson

Queen's Park Buruea
O the Heraled

TORONTO - When the suminer dol-
drums it Queen's Park one of the Tavorite
activities 15 predicting who'll be what in

the next cabinel shutlle
EPremier William Dawvis likes to shift
his people in hale summer Lo give them
lme Lo learn Lhesr new partloling belore
they have Lo face the House in the autumn,

The latest Tlurry of speculation was
sel off by an article in a Toronto
newspaper that siud Consumer and Com-
mercinl Relanons Minister Frank Direa
witnts o switch jobs.

He'd like o new challenge now that
revisions (o rent contral and landiord-ten-
ant relations have passwel the legislature.

The suggestion was thal he's been
bnoked al for energy minisler.

While anly IDavis knows for sure, Lhe
whole seenario sounds highly unlikely.

AULIVS POST :

First, Prea vehemently denies he's
been shopping around for a new ministry.
He said he likes it where he Is, And T
believe him.

I1's 1rue, of course, that cnergy is
open. -
Jim Auld holds the post now, but be's

alsa in charge of nalural resources, which
he apparently much prefers (e head.

1lis appointment 1 cnergy was in lhe
manner of & rescue mission {0 goet the
minisiry vul of the hne of fire of constant
appasition eriticism in the legislature.

Auld, whe sem say invenied the word
smooth, did just that 1o the peinl where
enerpy, while troubled, did nol appear as
the Maming focal point il was in earlier
SUSsIons.

SEW MAN

The logica} candidale to replace Auld
i Livorpge Ashie, lhe Jormer Pickering
mavor who was made parliamentary
asststant for energy earlier this year.

Apparently he’s done a competent job
of mastering (he malenial these past lew
manlhis, and in one sense is already de
facto minisier,

The other half of being  munister is
handlmg the portfoho in the House, and
suome sayv Ashe is too abrasive, but thal
can’t he predicted beforchand.

I s reasanable 10 assume Ashe will
be appointed energy munister m August
and get s chance tefore o legislalure
in the {all.

OTHERSHIFTS
inher than Auld one other minister
has # dual responsibility (n cabinet, thal
veing Roy MeMurlry, whois beth attaraey
general and solicilor-general.
He'd doubtless like to shuck one ..
ihese, or perhaps both, and move In

another portlolio, :

in any case there should open a space
for one of the promising contenders in Lhe
wings like Bruce McCaifrey or Norm

© Sterling.

{Oiher minisiries that mighl see shilts
in their current inenmbents include envir-

sument (dlarry Parrott), correctional
services (Gord Walker) and communily
and socinl services (Keillh Noriond,

But Davis makes the [inal decision,
which is why the guessing game is fun for
the guiet times here, but no more than
(hat.
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| Halton’s
History

From our files

LEBCOSTORE SOUGHT

THIRTY YEAHRS AGO-Georgreiown
Council, &t 1the request of a petition from
tocal merchants, has asked the Liguer
Coniral Board of Ontario (o cstablish a
liquor store in the municipality. A petl-
tion, presdented st Monday's council
mecling by Al Norton on behall of the
merchants, hore 99 per cen! of the local
businessmen's signatures, sald Mr. Nor-
tun. Al present, the closest stores for this
dislricl are in Guelph, Uakville, Hamilton
and ‘toronla

The buard of Esquesing School Area |
which ndministers the affoirs of Glen
Williams Public Schoal has decided Lo
abandon the present building and procede
willl the building of o compleie new
school . The decision was made by the
board alter half of the present building
collapsed  during  excavatlons  for  the
enpalruction of o third rontn an the school.

One of the most important problems
ever facing counly council will be decided
lonight at a special meeting in Milton,
when the guestion of whelber to continue
totnaintain a joint Home for the Aged with
Peel Counly or break away and establish o
separate home in Halton will come up for
final discussion.

BEAUMONTPARTNEHR DIES

TWENTY YEARS AGO-Partner with
Sam Penrice and Gordon Graham in the
Beagumont Knitting Co.. Lid., Francis
Willinm Grew lost his Life on Sunday when
the plane he was piloting cracxhed near
Banerolt. The accident took piace befure
the eves of hundreds of switmmers at
MacKenzie [Lake, 30 miles northwest of
Bancroft.

A Langstont Crescenl housewife had
the good fortune recently to win an
RCA-Viclor television set, Mres. J. Harris
entered the "Smiling Jug™ contest, pro-
moted by General Foods [or its Kool-Aid
product, and her entry was judged o
winner. She made her purchase at the
liramplon Loblaw's store.

While picnickers stood in a quict
semi-cirele, doctors and liremen worked
over the limp body of a five-yearolit lad
at Acton Park a week age Sunday
afternvan. The boy, missing for hours,
was discovered in six feet of water.
Artificial respirntion was begun at once
and continued for an hour and a hall, when
the boy was pronounced dead, shorily
alter 7 pom.

The huge Orenda Engines Ltd, plant
ol Malton, almost idle since "Black
Friday"",  February 20, when Arrow
production was cancelled, received a shot
in the armn last week. An Ollawa an
nouncermnent that the Orendn plant was
“most suitable for production of the J-149
epgine™ brought high hopes of employ-
ment for several thousands for three to
four years,

RECORD TEMPERATURE
TEN YEARS-The Maximum lemp-
erature of W on July 15ih established a
new record for the date, breaking the
former marks of 92, set only last year. The
previous record at that time was 89,
recorded in 1934,

Rev, Al J. VandenPol is the wvice-
chairman of an executive commiltee of an
organization of Dutch-Canadians planning
to cotnmemorate the 25th anniversary of
the liberation of Holland by the Allied
furces. The celebration has heen motivel-
ed by the desire of the Canadians of Putch
origin 1o express their appreciation for the
sacrifice made by Canada. Blore Cana-
dian soldiers died in the struggle for the
liseration of the Netherlands than Ameri-
can, British and Polish casualties com-
bined

Georgetown Cable TV Lid., has real-
firmed plans to telecast programmes of
inleresl to Georgetown residents via their -
exclusive Channel 5. Cable casting was n°
main theme al the recen convention of
the National Cable Television Association
in San Fanecisco. While atiending the
convention, John E. Ollivier, manager of
Georgetown Cable TV, delved deeply inle
aspects of programming and investigated
the wide range of equipment available.

Friends and neighbors of Mr. an
Mrs. Arthur Hickling were sorry to hear of
their tragic loss when [ire gutied their
barm and implement shed on Saturday
night nt approximately 11:30 p.m. Five of
their horses were in the barn when the fire
started, but they managed to chase them
all out.

Zorge Construction, a local contract-
ingt lirm operated by Fred Zorge, will be
building the lown's new senior citizens'
apartmenl. The building, which will be
orected on Hyde Park Drive, near the
hospilal, wil} cost $193,902.

Halton Counly Health Unit, with a .
history of staff shortages, angry nurses’
disputes and bickering over medical
officers again faces the difficult tosk of
firding a new director, Medical Officer of
Health Dr. LM, Stuart, 74, has announced
that he will retire from that position
August 31.

WALTER GRAY DIES
ONE YEAR AGO--Waller Gray,
Georgelown’s 1978 Citizen of the Year died
Thursioy ot Georgetown and District
Memorial Hospital. He was B9 :

Members of 150 Speyalde nrea fami-
lies last week presented planning heard
wilh a pelition representing fiem. opposi-:
tion to a proposat for the establishment of
a geavel pit in their vicinity, Jim Sheldon,
on behnlf of the Speyside ratepayers, clted
increased truck traffic as the residents’
chiel concern over the proposal by Stan
dard Aggregates Lid, to mine eand and
gravel at a 6-acre site near Highway 25
south of Speyside.

lialton Cable Systems Ltd. haa won
{ederal approval to increase ILs rates a3 a
means af helping lo finance! improve-
ments 1o iis service. The CRTC has
granted thé company permisaion to in-
crease iis installatien charge to $23 from
$15, and its monthly subscribem fee hy $1
to §7. B




