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Retirement ends era for ‘Ma’ Browne

By MAGGIE ITANNAH
Herald staff writer

Every communitly has cer-
taln people whe are known ond
held dear by countless resi-
dents either becouse of their
gceomplishments or because
of their contributlions to the
community. Acton will lose
one of s special characters
gometime thls summer when
Doris Browne closes up her
variety store at the ond of
Schoel Lane and goes Into
retirement,

Mrs. Browne won't be pack-
ing up and leaving town, she
suys, but neither will she be
there to tease the youngsters
on the way to school about
cating all those hlackballs in
class or fo commiserate with
an efderly customer about her
arthritis or ta sort out the
sicanger passing through town
who needs directlons 1o an
oddress off the maln drag.

"Everyone calls me Ma
Browne,” she chuckles, “'even
the ‘truck drivers passing
through. 1 don't knaw who half

of them are bul they oll know
me."’
OVER THE IILIL.

And she has names for some
of them too, ke the Halton
“aver the hills boys' which s
what she calls the Halton
Regional Police olficers.

Mrs. Hrowne came to Acton
23 years ago when she married
C.K. Browne. They mel ot a
Woodmen ¢of the World conven-
tion in Landon, Ontario, dated
for a year and married on
August 5, 1957. He was 87 and
she was 43, It was her first
marriage and his third. Weod-
men of the World is o lodge
similar 10 the Orange Lodge.

“We came right to the store

the day after the wedding,'”

she recalls with a chuckle,
“znd the following Soturday
we went to Niagara Falls for a
Black Knighls porade. That
was our honeymoeon.™

Mrs., Browne had had no
store experience when she ma-
refed, She had worked it Waon-
der Bread making ples and
cakes. But she got used to it,

(j:mn’nunity service program

Since C.K. had been running
the slore for many years and
was weil-known around town
rmany of their customers drop-
ped by to meet his new wile,
she's been parl of the com-
munily ever since.

“Browne used to lell his
friends 1hat the minute [ set
eyes on him I grabbed him and
[ wouldn't let go,"” she smiles,

Whether that's true or not
she made no attemnpts to keep
him tied to her apron strings
after she married him, Mrs.
Browne says,

“We'd go to a contvention nnd
before you know it Browne was
grane,”” she recalls, 'l wouldn't
have a clue where he was. But
he always showed up for meals
or when it was time (o go
home,"”

ANOTHER COUPLE

Mr. Browne died in 1971 at
the age of 101, She wilh turn 65
this month.. Despite the greal

agedifferent she tolally agrees |

with May-December mar-
riages and says she would do it

Katimavik tour
for Acton girls

By LORI TAYLOR
Herald stafl writer

Two young women from Ac-
totr has been selected Lo parti-
cipate in a nine-month-long
government project cailed
Katimavik.

Lynda Shadbolt,. 18, and
Kathryn Beaton, 19, left Iast
night (Tuesday) for their first
placements in the
project. They will be living
with 10 other students and a
group leader in three differ-
ent communities across Cana-
da, and working ofy community
service projects.,

Lynda and Kathryn will be in
two scparate groups, with six

different placements in Ontar- -

lo, Quebee, Nova Scotia and
British Columbia. They wiil
spend three months in cach
placement, with the first elev-

en days of their [(irst place-
ment concenftrating on train-

ing.

gﬁnlimnvik is an Inuvik work
meaning meeling place, and
part of one of the objectives of
the program ls to [earn about
gelting aleng with people.
Each region has a group of 33
peopie which (s divided info
three groups of eleven. These
groups of ¢leven will be living
together for the duration of the
project in conditiens ranging
Irom tents to cabins.

MAJOR PURPOSE

The rmajor Eourp-use of the -

program is to be of service lo
the community. The group
members will be working 32 Lo
35 hours o week on various
community service projects,
relnted mainly to the environ-
ment and conscrvation. The
groups will receive room and
board, and wages of $1 a day.
If they complete the nine-
month program, they will re-
ceive a lump sum of $1,000.
The pregram also has »
military coption for students
interested In working with the
armed forces for nine maonths.
The pregram is open Lo young
men and women aged 17 o 22,
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. North Halton hosts 32 Danish scouts

Kathryn Beaton

Kathryn will be working in
Wollville, Nova Scotia, Port
Neuf, Quebec and Gran Cache,
Alberta, Among the commun-
ity service projects she will be
warking on are solar green-
houses, an envirenmental re-
saurces campground, o co-op
parage, ond mointfenance of
ouldoor ski trails. The groups
will also be working at a local
cable television station, doing
repairs and matnlenance work
at a hospital and  aching
skating,

Lynda will be ste
Anne Des Monts
South River in
Smithers, Britis
Stie will be helpin,

, at St.
Juebec,
«rlo and
Columbia.
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cabin, construct a solar cock-
er, oven ond dryer, working
on [icld trips with young chiid-
ren and conducting o survey of
migratory birds. The students
will also be assisting with
insiruction on canceing, kay-
aking, salling apd camping.
RANDOM SELECTION

The students taking part in
the program were selected at
random by a computer. The
object of the program is to get
as much of a cross-section of
penple as possible.

Students are French or En-
glish, of rural or urbzn back-
grounds, flinancially weil-to-do
of {rotm o low-income family.
Applicants must have a medi-
cal examination before thelr
application ¢an be accepted.

Each group receives cultur-
al money during their place-
ments, which they can use ns
they see [it, in addition {o their

daily wallowance. Group mem-"

bers are given lwo weekends
off during each three-month
placement, and will be able to
come home for Christmas, but
the trip will be at their . own

CADENSE,
olh women applled for the

program becouse they were
“tired of achoal®™,

“1 wanted to see Canada.”
Lynda said, *'[ wonted to trav-
cl and I didn't want to go to
school, or towork. I don't know
what [ want to do. T just want
the experience of meeting peo-
ple.”

“Whenever you work with a
group on a project, it makes
you feel important, like you're
accomplishing something
worthwhile,” Kathryn added.

""Sometimes you just have to
get away,”” Lynda ssid.
“We've lived in Acton g&ll our
lives, and it's time we saw
more of Canada,"

“It's a really good opporiun-
ity, &nd this I3 the best time o

{t,"” Kathyrn said, “Our
parcnts think it'll be a good
‘experience.’”

Horse ranch investigated  Women’s hostel finds
- -page 19
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agam if she were in the same
circumstances.

“Sure we haod our fights,'™
she says, "'but we had a great
dealincommonand I'd recom-
mend that kind of marriage to
anyone,”

Although she claims to be
able ta hide her worries she
never hid them very well from
her husband. -

“When we went Lo o conven-
tien I'd always worry a hit
about the store,” she admits.
“] knew Lhe peaple we had in
charge were perfectly capable
but I was always alraid they'd
be held up, or something, so I'd
sncak off and call the store just
to ¢heck oo things., When
Browne would come up to bed
he'd say "and how’s the store
going'. 1'd tell him [ dida't
know but he always knew I'd
be worried and call. He was
concerned too, but he could put
it out of his mind better than
I could."

WAS HOBRED

Mrs, Browne had every rea-
son to be concerned over rob-
bery since she has been victim-
ized three tlimes, Although
they never got much, one
incident gave her cause to
fear thieves,

A couple of years pgo on &
stormy day three boys probab-
ly in their early teens entered
her store and stood looking
arcund, They decided lhere
wiis nothlng in it they wanted
ond lelt, A short {lme later cne
of them returned.

He picked upalarge boitle of
pop, came {o the counter and
asked for somelhing on one of
the shelves behind Mrs.
Browne. When she turned to
get it he struck her on the back
of the head with the bottfe,

"My glasses went flying ofi
and for o moment [ thought the
ceiling had come down,” she
s0y¥8, "When I turned around
he was caming over the coun-
ter at me with his [iats doubled

-up, Well I got madand 1 teld
~him in language neither The

Herlad or any olher paper
wolld print exactly where to
go and how io get there and
whalt to do when he arrived. I'l]
never forget the look on his
face. He was so shocked. |
started screaming ond he
dropped the pop bottle on the
counter and got out, He never
did get anything, I expect they
thought I'd pass out and they'd
have a hay day in the till and
when [ started swearing he
didn‘t know what to make of jt,
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Dorls Browne passed out cake to numerous customers and
frlends who siopped at her store st the end of School Lane In
Acton on Saturday to wish her a happy retiremtent, Mrs. Browna
began running the store when she marted her late hushand 23

The police took me to the
schools tosee I [ could {dentify
the boys but [ couldn't.””
OPERATES STORE
Mrs. Browne operates her
store scven doys a week {rom 9
a.m. to 8 pm. and has had
liltle time for hobbies or out-
slde interests although she is a
member of the True Blue
Lodge in Hockwood and be-
lengs to the women's division
of the Orange Lodge and the
Crystal Lodge which s a high-
er division of the women's
Orange as the Black Knights is
a higher division for the men.
She alse belongs to the Loke-

side chapler of the 1.LO.D.E,
She enjoys heckey occas!ional-
ly, and likes country ond wes-
tern musie, especially the
Tommy Hunter show,

The youngsters have chang-
ed slnce she came into the
slore, she says, although she
can't explain the change.

“A lot of the ones who were
kids when I came here are
married and have {omilies of
their own now."

Maybe that's part of Ma
Browne's secrct. In a world
that’s changlong the lady who

 tease many Acton's young-

stersis siill around to Joke with
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yeors ago and has been at It seven days a week, 11 hours a day
pretty well cver since. She will turn 65 this month and the
landlord {s renovating the bullding so she plans (o retire some
Hme through the summer githough shie {an't saying exactly when,

, them as adulis and tease their
lown children. She waa given
nollce by her landlerd some
time ago that ehe was to be out
by the end of the month but he
relenied somewhat oand she
ign't sure exacily when she'll
close her doors now. All she
says is that it will be this
summer, ) :

" “Idon't know 1t but I suspect
this store will go," she says, “I'
suspect he's going to renovate,
it and make a dilferent store .
out of 1t.” "

When she casually mentipn-
ed to a friend that she was
thinking of going to the Otrange

Lodge convention at Niagara-
on-the-Lake over the 12th of
July her friend had to break
down and tell her that there
was an open store planned for
that weekend to celebrate her
retircment,

“I'd have liked to go to the
conventlon but I guess Ican go
anather time,"" she says with a
shrug.

And where does Mrs,
Browne inlend to go when she
reiires? Visiting a bit but
mostly just waiting for the
scnior cilizens resldence lo get
finished 5o she can move Ln,

as Iran conflict ends Jamboree plans

By MAGGIE HANNAH
Heranld stalf writer

Culiurnl exchanges aoren’t
limited to sports groups as the
arrival of 32 Danish Scouts In
the North Halton District over
the weekend points out.

The paolitical problema In
Iran in recent months {orced
Scouls around the world to
make alternate arrangements
for what was lo have been the
World Jamboree in that coun-
try this year. Sin¢e the jam-
borees are held every four
years with arrangements
made lopg in advance there
wns no pessibility of simply
choosing a new aile and pro-.
ceeding with the eoriginal
plans. Scouls planning. to nt-
tend the jamberee simply look-
ed around for a new destina-
tion and made their own alter-
native plaps through their
leaders.

A total of 72 Danish Scouls
Including their leadesr arrived
in Toronto International Air-
port June 29 and spent the past
week camplng at .8 Scout
reserve In Hallburton. The
North Halton District offered
home hospitality to 32 of the
group including eight girl
scouts and four female lead-
ers,

The Herald discussed the
gimilarities and differences
between Danish and Canadian
Scouting with two of the girls
and thelr leaders al a barbe-
que near Limehouse Sunday
evenlng.

Anneglethe Staeehl, one of
the leaders, says tha! girls
would not have been allowed to
go to the world jamboree
because Iran wouldn't have
permitted It. In Denmark both
girls and boys belong to the
Scout troops and activities are
shared rcgardless of sex.
When Scouts were making
trips to other countries inslead
of Iran the girls were then told
they could be [ncluded In the
overseas trip.

There is no Beaver level in

the Danish Scoutlng move-
ment. Cubs is open lo &year-
olds and girls enter Brownles
ot the same age. Both groups
move up Lo mixed Scout troops
or afl-girl troops around the
age of 11, and Venturers start
at approximately 15,

Astrid Neitsen, a 15-year-old
from the village of Srbynagle
In eastern Denmuork, says she
wns 10 before she entered the
Scouting movement. Only
mixed groups are available in
her village, she snys. They are
run by the YMCA, In other
towns however, the YWCA
may run Scouling and if that is
the case the troops will bo open
only lo girls,

“The YWCA wanis only
girls,” she says, “but the
YMCA will take both boys and
mr[s.ll

Two glrl gcouts and two leaders from a group
of 32 Danlsh Bcouts compared Danish and
Canadian scoating for the Herald this weekend.,
Among the group of visitors were from the lefi:
Birthae Nielsen, 15, of Tystrup, Astrid Nielsen,

Afthough Astrid conveys the
impresion the all-girl {roops sit
around doing needlework and
ignore the more active things
like camping which the mixed
troops undertnke, Miss Staechl
sdys thal a groups” activities
will depend on the leader. If
the leaders are ondy Interested
in staid pursuils like fancy-
work and singing then that's
what the girls will do. If the
leaders are involved in hiking,
canoeing, camping and the
other activities like the mixed
Eroups, then the glrl troops
will be engaged in those things
LDQ. :

“il all depends on the lead-
ers,” she nods, "just os |
understand it is here.”

The girls found Canadlon
cars much bigger than whal
they are used to and comment-

BT«

srraoged.

15, of Sorbynagle, and leaders Looe Sorensen, of' 4

ed on the lack of mopeds on the
ronds. Bicycles are also used
extensively for travelling short
distancea, Tralns and buses
are for long distance. Many
familics do have cars bul
usually just one.

Canadians who are comp-
Jaining about high prices don't
know how lucky they are. Mlss
Stacchl noles that gasoline
which Cansdians pay 20 cents
a lilee for costs $1 a litre in

Denmark. Food and rent are .

also higher priced than Lhelr
Canadian counterparts.

The queslion of whether wo-
men have equal career oppor-
tunlties with men In Denmark
raised considerably contro-
versy among the glrls. Astrid
Nielsen feels that women are
ellowed to work I they wish,
especially U they have a good

A e :
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Tystrup and Aoneglethe Biaechl of Blikelod. The
girls would not have been nllowed [ato Iran to
altend the World Scoat Jamboaree this year bul
could come when analternate trip to Cannda was.

(Herald photo)

education while Miss Staeehl,
hersell o tcacher, shook her
head and says that while
things have improved there iy
still rootm for more Improve-
ment. Most women work ns
store clerks ond wallresses
and while those with profes-
sional tralning may get jobs
easier than those without it, o
man is still prelerred to a
woman If other guabifications
for o job arc equal,

GOOD ENGLISH
Miss Stoeehl speaks v
good English, :1:1133m e:phﬁg
students begin learning En-
glish at about the age of 11. The
schoals start teaching German
at about the the age 12. Danish
children viter school at seven
and take nine of 10 years in the
system. There is no equivalent
to high school Students never
fail beecause they can’'t do all
the work prescribed for a year,

The Sharples lamily on the .
Fourth Line held a campfire
gel together Saturdny evening
for the Danlsh Scouls and thelr
hosis. The group left Monday
for the United States whele
they will visit Detrolt, Cleve- .
lond, Buffalo and New York
before returning home.

The Danlish visitors are the
first of three groups of forelgn

Scouts slaied to visit Norih
Halton this summer. The pro- -

. blems In Iran which necessita-

ted new plans for Scouts sche-
duled to go to the World
Jamboree has resulled in ar-
rangment for visils from En-
glish and Bermudan scouts,

North Halton boys will also
be maklng trips out of the aren
during July. One groups goes
the Greater Torontp Region
Jambaree pear Brantford. A
socond group bheads for the
Manitoba Jambores noar Win-
nipeg and a Glen Williams boy
plated to attend the World
Jamboree in Iran, is pow '
In Sweden af another jambores
Instead




