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By LORI TAYLOR
Herald staff writer
The recently-formed
Georgetown Boat People Com-

miltee iz holding a public
July 18 for people
'lnl'.u'e.-.tl:d in sponsoring Viet-
namese refugees or providing
assistance to sponsors.

The commitlee, wilt become
the local chapter of Operation
Lifeline, an organization work-
lng on behall of the boat
people. Committee co-ordinat-
or Don Long said the response
from the community thus far

has been very good. Local

Al Gogan, Don
Georgetown Hoat

industries are coming forward
with job openings, while invidi-
duals are deonating clolhing,
furnishings and olher neces-
sary items 1o get a family of
refugees settled in the area.
ihe meet 15 being held at
Gordon Alecott Memorial Are-
na at 8 p.m. next Wednesday.
lts purpose is to provide in-
formation on what is involved
in spensoring a family of
refugees, how lo go about
applying, and what assistance
le can previde if they are
financially unable to afford to
sponsor a family.

The [ederal government has
already pledged to pccept a
certain number of refugees,
and those arriving through the
sponsorship of o Canadinn fa-
mily will be in addition to those
arriving through the depart-
ment of immigration.

CANT SPONSDOH

Me. Lonp pointed out that
under the regulations of the
department of immigration,
an individual can’t spunsor a
family. Sponsorship must be
carried out by a proup of five
people or a community erguni-
zation. This is anather service

ng and Hownrd Mclean, members of the
eople commliitee,

stedy some of the

information Lhey have recelved on sponsoring Vietnamese
refugees. The members of the commiitee pre operntlng as a

branch of OCperation Lifeline,

on organization working to

16 years
experience

the commitlee is hoping to
provide to people interested in'
sponsorship; commliitee mem-
bers hope to be able to put
together groups of five Lo
sponsor a family, through the
interested people present ot
the meeting.

People interested in sponsor-
ing a family must apply to the
local office of the department
of immigration, ond it may
take two to four weeks to
process the ppplication. How-
ever, Mr. Long said because of
strong public reaction (o the
plight of the recfugees, the

encourage people Lo became Invelved in o apotsorship program.
The Georgetown group Is holding o public meellng next

Wednesdoy at Gordon Alcotl Memorlal Arena to gother together
the local residents who are interested in parilclpating.
(Herald photo)
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government is specding up the
process.

Immlgrahun oflicials Inter.
view at least two of each group
of f[five sponsors, Mr. Long
said, primarily to cstablish
whether or nat the sponsors
are f{inarciatly able to carry
out their commitlment,

Spansoring a Vielnamese
family commils a sponsor to
ensuring that the family has
food, clothing and accommeod-
ations to get them through
their first year in Canada, Mr.
Long said, arumil r.-mh-r.-rs of
the nmlly find a job. However
many families make the ad-
jastment in four 1o six months,
he added. The sponser has a
nmoral obligation as well, 1o
ensure that the family i1s ad-
justing well to life in Canada.

About 75 to 90 per cent of the
refugees are elthnie Chincse,
and about G0 per cent of the
refugees don't speak any Eng-
lish. Howard Mclcan, acling
as liaison officer with the
department of immigration for
the committee, said work is
ocing done to set up intensive
langauge ¢ourses to teach En-
glish 1o the refugees. In the
menntime, the Chinese com-
munity is organizing o list of
voelunteers Lo acl as interpret-
res.

CANADIANS MISINFORMED

AMr. McLean said Canadinns
are misinformed about the
refugees. Most of them are nat
unskitled, but are members of
the middle elass, who chose (o
flec by sea rather than relo-
cate in another aren where
they would bave a low chance
or survival or pay the govern-
ment in order to leave,

Seminars are being planned
for sponsars to provide them
with information they will
need to help the refugees ad-
just to life in Canado, Mr. Long
said. _

The repsonse from people
in Georgetown has been good,
especialiy considering the
cemmiliee has actually only
been inexistence for one weck,
Mr. Long saeid. Local indus-
trics have tentalively offered
jobs, while corporations and
food stores are making dona-
lions of money or food vouch-
ers, he said. Medical people in
town have offercd their ser-
vices, while many people who
can't afford to enter into o
sponsorship are donating
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clothing and focd. Mr. Long
emphasize that warm winter
clothing in particular is need- pU
¥ BLIC NOTICE
“In terms of what George- .

town is deing, ! think we
compare favorably with the
organizations across the pro-
vince," Mr. Long said. He
estimated that if Georgelown
were to have the same ratio of
refugees per thousand of popu-
lalien a5 Lhat of the riding of
St. Paul's in Toronto, where
the movement started, there
could be as many as 20 femi.
lies sefting in the Georgetown
area.

Trespassing complaints are heing
received by the police and Ontario
Hydro in this area from property owners
whose tand is crossed by a Hydro
transmission line.

The presence of a power hne does
not mean that the underlying property
Is owned by Ontaric Hydro. Many -
power line corridors are not
Hydro-owned, but are used under
various forms of legal agreement.
on any property must %@%
have the permission of

the owner before entering,
or be liable to prasecution.

SAME SCALE

“If you think of the size of t
the town, Lthal's a substantial
contribution,” he satd.- "'1f ov-
ery town was able to make a
contribution on the same scale,
we'd be a long way loward
selving the problem."

One thing Mr. Long is hoping
will come out of the public
mueling is a person to act as a
compitlee co-ordinator in Ac-
ton, where there has been little
response ag yel,

The committee is hoping lo
get the first of the applications
filed in the next week or two,
and if all gees ahead, the first
refugee famlilies will be arriy-
ing in town by November,

BRAMPTON
COLOUR & SOUND

PRESENTS

SOUND CHALET

FEATURING COMPLETE STEREO LINES OF
_AKAI, TOSHIBA, & AIWA

COMPARE THE “SOUND" & "PRICE” IN OUR SOUND ROOM!

13 NELSON ST W

Persons
intending to enter

~ ANDY’S

IMPORT AUTO SERVICE

Glenview Plaza 71 Mountainview N.

SIDEWALK SALE

3 Days of super bargain hunting
Thurs. through Sat.,
July 12,13, 14,

SUMMER CLEARANCE

Men’s Short Sleeve

Summer Knit Shirts

Originally to
*35%

Criginally
to_ $'| 700

877-1944

Men'’s  Pants

Arrow Kent Short Sleeve

Dress Shirts

Ladies’
SUMMER CLEARANCE Elan Coordinates

Skirts Tops & Pants

Blouses, Pants, Skirts,
Sweaters & Dresses
CLEARANCE OF SI,IMMER STYLES

| | Tender Tootsies

Young Men’s Cotton Poly Knit

T-Shirts

Levi Hooded Terry Zippered

White, Beige
& Powder Blue
Reg. *13%

Sizes
14142-17

Reg. to
$23m
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Cardigans & Pullovers 1
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DOWNT OWN GEORGETOWN
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| The fnendly place to shop

Shoppers worid

Hwy. 10 at Steeles Ave., Brampton.
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