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Provincial court judge
blasts our legal syste
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By MAGGIE HANNAH
Herald siafl wriler

Justice is far leas important
than potholes in terms of voles : N e i
and that's why the provincial . - 13 Pl g .ok,
government allots less than - B
one per cent of its budget to
justice while transportation
gels somewhere belween a

varter and a third of the funds

e government apends annu-
elly. Al least, so says Peci
provineial court judge, Kenne-
t Langdon, ¢f Georgetown.

Judge Langdon is one of five
judges in the eriminal division
of the pravincial court in the
Peel judicial district. Afler
five years on the bench, *“prin-
cipally at Clarence and Ken-
nedy Read' in Bramptlon, he is
only too aware of the problems
in the province's [egal system.

Provincial court is the bol-
tom court of a threetier
syatem which he terms “large-
[y obsolele,” The structure of ;
the system, he says, is largely A s

historical and Jike historical ... gitea G e : 7 ' PRt B 3il ¢ " e
things it tends to get carved in SN My, FooEh D g3 B AT PR '
slone and be very difficull to it 3 ' ] ' . IR Ty v - agial ' E":.;:.H1 N £ .
change. Unti} changes are - i R ity TR R P 1"“*"'L'“ )
made however, taxpayers will ' ., ] PRI il s i - A

continue to hear moans and
groans about how jammed the
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AMILESTO TOWN
Lovely 10v 90° » 300° full of mbldre
vegetation, The house Is 2 bedroom,
bungalow with large living area with
sliding door walkout. Asking price
357.900.00. Calt John Caton,

i onenerelsnding VENDOR HAS TO MOVEI $47,000.00
Elangin iown Offers coun!ry living, privacy and conven

three bedroom, brick bungaiow with a double turgurag:-, 14 plﬁc:ﬂli':;‘:u:}:i:;:
bathroom. Slone tireplace in the L.shaped livingroom and diningreom. Spaclous
e31.in  kilchen, finished recrsation room  with walnscoiting. izrmasr
Humiditier, broadloom where Jaid, drapes, curlalns, shelves, brick barbegue
arill, large shed and sundeck off af the mastor bedroom for these hot symmer
nights. Open to offers. Call Coring DePasii.
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DOWNTOWN STQRES ANDOFFICE
courtrooms are and how del- an MA:H T Gl FORBETOWN
ays are letting suspected crim- ear e e, oy
pysire sliic susnee: b slores, bliliard hall and office. Asking
for their tria) i ' ' , T T e 7 L e 357 E $470,000.00. Existing first mortpage.
“I's lik ; " . % - T e A e AV i e, ; ; vendor will hold second mortgage 1o §
t's like Lrying to ur 8. _ T 5 ¢ A RV quplitied buyer. Vendor is a tenant and* 2
guart into n pint bottle," he ! - : ; A PETRTS gt R whl] vacate premlises, Call Tam Cooper,
. . 3 ; 453-111Y,

says, "There's just no way it'll H
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Provincial court Is the off-
spring of the old local magistr-

WHERE IN THE COUNTRY $79.700.040
READ THE TITLE {'ve dune a lol of {ooking but [ust can't find one to compare tor

ate’s court and as a result any
criminal charge that is lald
will start cut in {hat court no
maiter where it finally winds
up.
HISTORICALSYSTEM

"“To understand the historie-
cal background of the system
go back 100 years in Ontarlo,”
Judge Langdon says. "It was a
very different society and
lransportation and communi-
callon were different them.
Every scttlement necded a
justice ol the peace or o
magistrate to adminisier some
sort of justice. These men were
olten jusi farmers or merchan-
15 respectedl a bit by their
]:-ocrs and they had no particu-
ar knowledge of the law, They

, dealt with everything that
“happened in the community
from someone breaking &
sirectlight to someone killing
his mother-in-law. The provin-
clat court judge is his ullimate
successor ond that's why we
deal with everything from
cuusing n disturbance to mur-
der®’.

More serious matters would
go [rom the local magistrate to
the county court judge who sat
fuill time in the county seat.
Anything really serlous would
goon [rom the country court to
the supreme court held by a
trained judge who visited the
area each spring and fall for
the assizes.

Judge Langdon says that in
Pecl  justices of the ace
{(J.P.'S) are hearing all the
traffic and liquor offence
cases now bul provineial court
still has to hear appeals in
these cases. Thuy also have Lo
deal with people arrested dur-
ing a weekend wha couldn't be
stueczed inte JP's agenda or
released in other ways,

THREE COURTS

The present system has
three separate courts with
three separate adminjsirat-
itns which historically have
very little Hason among them.
This resulls in a2  ecolossal
duphcation of work, wasted
elffert and tremendous opport-
utistics lfor delay.

The Provincial court books
cases by date but the Counly
court works by sittings. There-
forea lawyer knows his chients
are to appear in the fall sitting
bul he moy not know untll a
day or so before the case
is hext on the tist. By then he
may also have o case appear-
ing in Provineial courl, As 4
resull one case has to be
adjourned.

The Supreme court also
works by sittings and Judge
Langdon says he doesn't even
know yet when it will sit this
winter. This represents 4 poss-
ible third court which can
present cuses al a conflicting
time and require still mare
delays as lawyers sorl out
conflicls,

Ta untangle the mess Judge
Langdon sugpests that there
should be only one trial court,
prebably with three divisions
sueh as crirminal, civil and
family. Appeals from these
tivisions could po either to a
specialized court or Lo a single
court of appeal.

BAD BACKLOG

Pcel has a worse backleg of
cases than anywhere in Ontar-
io, Judge Langdon savs,

“"Feople petting arrested
now won't appear incoert until
January,” he says.

Asked why Peel should be sn
badly jammed up he pointed 1o
a number of reasons. He
suspects that Peel has a lower
number of judges per capita
than similar areas; the Peel

Ceraowns (crow allorieys) as a
body are tougher than maost
such depagiments; Peel gets o
disproportionate number of
long coses.

"The Toronto airport is in

‘our area with a fransient
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annually,” he explains, “'so we
have & lol of drug cases. The
minitium sentence for traffic-
King in drugs is seven years so
you canimagine anyone facing
thit is going to fNight pretty
hard. And the harder the fight
the more people are involved
ﬂt}_ﬁw longer the trial is apt to

Peel Provincial court makes
12,000 to 15000 dispusitions
annually just on narcotics and
criminai code matters. Judgoe
Langdon's share would be
3,000 to 4,060 of those cases, or
roughly 20 per day. Each
dispositlon can rangeefrom a
one minuie withdrawal of the
charges by the Crown o a
20-day case.

Untario’s legal system and
the restrictions il imposes on
its Jjudges came as no
surprise to Judge Langdon. He
jokes about how his grandfath-
er got inta his leqal practice in
Brighton  because sitting  a-
round a law office was casier
than farming but then adds
that his father was one of four
sons, all of whom became law-
yoers ani three of the four have
wuns who entered law. Ilaving
a [ather K.AL langdon who
wis judge of Halton's family
caurt from the time he (young
Ken! was in short pants lel
bim with no specially  bad
memories,  Judge  Lanpdon
suys. While his [ather neither
encouragted nor  discouraged
him from entering the legal
profession hi feels he inust
have made the right choice
since he enloys his work.

TEACHCAREER

He didn't start out (o be a

lawyoer when he entered Trini-

Ken Langdon

Iy College at the Universily of
Toronto. He intended te teach
modern Lumguages. However
after a couple of years of §2th
cenlury English and 141h cent-
ury Creriman he couldn't see it
was poing to help him with
madern grammar and he guil,

“[n lhose doys you could
drop subjecls in high school
and § badn’l enmugh math or
science to pick up a career like
muedicine or eogineering,”” he
grins, 'so @ wound up in law by
defaull. 0 seems o suil me
though.”

He jokes tog about his two
ears 45 a4 "kept man' when

5 wile, Eleanor whom he

marricd in 1960 supporled him
on o sthool teacher’s salary
while lie finished his  law
school. After he linished articl-
ing'hic set up his practice with
Fred Helson in Geargetown in
1966 anet did a lot of family law
work. He became o judge in
1074,

Judge Langden says that
although he had done alot of
fomily Law he didn™ want to be
a judge i family court. It
wauld invelve too much social
wark and pot enough law the
wily the system slangds now so
when the opportunity came o
el into o provincial court he
decided 1L was time Lo make
Lhe meve il he was going ta do
iL. .

e says he likes the fact that
he lives in Georgelown and
wiorks in Peel because Lhat
reduces the chances he'll ever
find himsell facing sumevne he
Knows 1 the courteant

PERFECTLY FAIR

“A judge could moke o

perlectly fale and proper deci-

sin based on the lJaw and the
evidence in a case between his
father and & stranger,” he
explaina, ""But people would
never belicve it was unbiased
becouse one of the parties was
his father."

“H's appearance and con-
tluet that ¢ount in the court-
room,"” he continues. 1 really
bhelieve that if a judge runs his
courlream  with the proper
procedure and appears courl-
eous and atentive so that the
defendant leels he has had »
fair hearing the judge could b
the most ignorant, biggoted,
@l sot you could find but he'd
be revered and his judgements
considered brilliant. At the
same time a learned, really
conscientious judge could be
hated and given no respect if
he was too brusque or secemed
inatlentive during cases,™

“Even the werst rounder
wan't hold & grudge against i
judge if he feels that the whole
process was fairly done. He'll
recognize thot it’s a jub and the
judpe s the one doing It and it
wits nothing personal. | mean,
vou don't shoot the surgeon if
vour mother doesn't survive
the operation and it's the same
with the judge ”

Judge Langdon ond his fath-
er were the only father and son
both on the bench in 1974 and
Judge Langdon tsenior) retir-
ed Lthe nex! vear. !

The Langdons have three
children, Sharon, 13, Heather
11, gnd Ken 9
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Ladies Engagement Rings & Matching Dia-

nd Wedding Rings. Ladies & Gents Diamond f %

- '-:,_ﬂ‘,s Wedding Bands. Also Gents Diamond Rings. .4 }'@ 3
.
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JEWELERY

eorgtown Market Place

the price. '3 acre, 4 bedrooms, 2 car parage, famlly room, 4 plece bath, 3 pleco
bath. town water, cedar deck, 3 walkouts al back and brick lirepiace. (f you have
been looking you will know what | mean. Call tor an appalniment. John Calon.
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FARM POTENTIAL

98 acres for pasture and ¢rops. Beautiful hardwood and ced

: ar bush with springs
and streams, PLUS a three bedroom ranch style bungalow and bank barp, Come
andsee it 10 bellove It $179,900.00, Call Arlene Shortill,

PRICEDREDUCED $199,000 -

FARMISMINUTES GO TRAIN
MNear Georgttown, red brick, gingerbread, sand-blasted, Complelely rendovated.
Beamed ceillngs, archways to kitchen. Living room has cak panelled wet bar and
floor 1o ceillng fieldatone {lreplace. Double brick garage. Good barn. 75 very
scenic acres, hill, 15 acres hardwood bush with stream, 50 acres workable, Large
pond 10 fee! deop for tlahing and swimming, with dock., Treelined drive, 3
bedrogms, 17 baths and separate dinlng room. This i3 3 charming property in
beaylltul location. Move right In. Call John Caten,
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FAMILY HOME IN THE “PARK" NOW 577,500,

wWe have A spaclous four bedroom home

frimmed family room wilh fireplace,
ground ftlcor taundry room,

fealuring o beautlfyl finished oak-

a large ecal.In kitchen, cnayite bathroo
r ml-
All accented with natyral pine trlm and doors

throughout, Call Wendy Saxe ta view this unigue home.

SEEING IS BELIEVING

Would you like seclusion, qulet and a
graclous home? This may be tor you. A
farge 1000 sg. 11, archiect.designed
home on 33 acres of freed property,
This house has everything you would
need, ingluding six bedrooms, guest
room, tamily ream with tireplsce and a
dining room syitable for entertaining
an a grand scale, Give Robin Fischer a
call, Priced at $200.000

COTTAGE BUILDING LOT
With 2038 1. waler fronlage. 1.97 acres.
bBuilding permit available. Hydro and
iefephone, Near Porl Severn. Only
$27.900.00. Call Coring DecPaoll 877.
T8

VACANT LAND 13 MINUTES
NORTH GEQRGETOWN
43 acres scenic recreation land, pond
sites, excellen! building sites. Asking
£75,000. Catl Norm Singlalr,

ROLLING VACANT LAND

Picluresque B4 acres. 2 spring s'reams.
several pond sites, partly treed,
Corner from fronting on HMwy. 10 in
Town of Caledon. Call Howard Calon,

TERRA COTTA 535,%00.00
3 acre building lot permit avallabie,
fully treed, ready o bulld on, and plans
avalable. Call now - John Calon.

Super cfean, beautitully fandscaped.
Large country kltchen wiih side door 1o
garagQe. Finished recreation room with
flreplace, Private rear |ot wllh

vogerable garden. Located 7 miles

north ot town for casy access,. Caltl Tom
Cooper,

This 3 acre property with a 20 miie
view. Has all kinds of things from
Clrcular drive 1o clrcular stalrs,
marble showers o indoor healed pool,
ceniral alr-.condilioning te commercla!
bar refrigeration plus the littie things
lke floor to celting, wall to wall sfone
tircplace, vaulted cellings, 5 sliding
glass door walkouts and much maore,
also 4 bedrooms, livingreom,
diningroom, kitchen, large famlly
room. Please make appolntment to ace
ihis property. $179.000.00. Phone John
Laton.

BALLINAFAD BEAUTY
This 3 bedroom, 2 storey is right in the
village just o the main road. Large lot
and dolached fraomce garage. Great for
commuting and not only tha! the price
I3 right $57,900.00, Call Arlene Shortill,

CALEDON-SPLENDOR
This nhome offers you the grivacy and
spiendor of real living, with 2.4 pc., 1-3
pc. bathrgoms, sauna, maln floor
laundry. 4 bedrogma, main tloor family
room  With corner fireplace, large
counfry kitchen and spaclous fving
room. Extra features are AM-FM
Multi Plex Stereo, vaulled cCeilings.
knolty pine wainscotting, bullt.in book

L

sheives, wel bar, 2.14 acres. 2nd tine §

cast of Highway No. 10 south of 5ih
Siderpad, Caledon, Contact John Caton
for more Information,

LIMEHOUSE VILLAGE
Secluded country 1ot with mature
langscaping. Screoned in porch
opening onto above ground pool,
Fossibie in-law sulte in basemont. 4
tedrooms, some work neaded fo
complete this ldeal famlly home Just
three miles frem Geergelown on paved
roads. Call Sally Reed 877.4350,

SECLUDED 14 ACRES
Now's the time 1o bulld Your dream
hame on this jus gorgeous plece of
property. 10 acres-hardwood and Ap-
proximalely & acres apen meadow
area. Lols of reom to roam, Call
Arlene.

VACANT LAND- HORSE FARM
POTENTIAL
super area |ush north of Georgetown
situated In an area of clite homes,
Execullve potentlal. Call Narm.

$139,900.

R Steph;;a P. Saxe Emiie&, Realtor
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Tam Cooper, F.R.J.
John Catan
Norm Sinclair

Mike Guthrio
Arlene Shortill

Sally Reed

877-9420
8776564
877-4050

8776208
877.6639
B77-4350

Robin Flscher
Eleanor Langdon
Howard Caten

RUES MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

Coring DePaolt
Don McMillan

170 Guelph Street, Georgetown, Ontario

877-7194
877.2493 .
8382708

B77.7976
854-2415

Wendy Saxe 877-2984
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population of eight million
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