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Georgetown’s ‘Newfie’ community

N @Wf@

By LORITAYLOR
Herald staff writer
The two aress may be ae-
El.mtec! by aboul 1,500 miles,
Georgelown has a Jittle
. piece of Newfoundland right in
ifs back yard.
- Il doesn't look very different

, Irom ils surroundings, but the
. hall al Unit 4, 247 Armstrong
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Avenue, I8 probably the heart

. 4 Georgetown’s community of

Newloundlanders. As far as
the members of the Newlound-
* Ipnd club are concerned, there
is no such Lhing as an ex-New-
foundlander, and when they
meet at the }mIL club presldent
Erian Hill says, the talk usual-
ly turns to stories and tall tales

If‘um “back home"'.

- Moat of the Newfoundland-
ers who ended vp In George-
town origlnally came (rom
Bell 1sland, a small island off
the provincial capital of St
John’s, The men were employ-
cd at the Wabana Mines, the
larges lron ore mines in the
world at the time, but in 1939,
the mines began to close down,
because of competition from
raining operations In Labra-
dor.

_Lloyd Benneti, vice-presi-
dent of the club, said the
mining operations on Bell Is-
land produced a ton of iron ore
for $13, but Labrader could
produce 13 tones far §1, and the
Isiand operation was forced to
close, The lay-offs begon in

1952, with the plant finally
closing up in 1966.

Most of the Newloundland-

. ers migrated to Ontario, look-

ing for work. They settled in
Toronto, Brampton, George-

- town ond Gall for the most
. part.Galt has one of the largest
* pbpulntions of expatriate New-
« foundlaners, with sufficient
. membershlp for twa clubs,

Mr, Bennett said the majori-
ty of the Newfoundlanders in
the prea go home for a visit
every lwo Years or so,

NO WORK

“it's a nice place to visit,
but there's no work there,”
Mr. Bennett said. *“Newfound-
land is home, like people who
cpme from Europe call it “The
0ld Country’. Home is where
the heart is. We're here for
economic reasons."

-The Georgetown chapter of
the Newfloundiond Club was
fermed unofficially in 1863,
with the first of a serles of

. dances, held at Holy Cross
) a}_rdilnrium around Christmas.

The donces were held in differ-
ent locations for the next lew
years, The club received its
charter In 1973, and moved o

the Riviera Club (now the -

Way-Jay} in Norval in 1974.

(e

Stall and
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About 45 or 50 familics came
up from Belt Island after the
mines closed, "and we wanted
some place to meet, becayse
we were all strangers,” club
member DNHck Sutton said.
Membership was ns high as 120
families while the club was in
the Hivlera Club, but it drop-
pled off later when the club
faund itaelf tempararily home-
lcas agaln. The membership is

up again to 75 familics. . 1t's not
neceasary (o be from New-
foundland ta belong to the
club; membership is open 1o
anyone for $15 o ycor per
family, but in order to hold an
offlce, the member must be
(romn Newloundland, descenil-
&d from a Newfeundlander, or
murried o someone from
Newloundland,

The club found their present
hinll early in 1978, but had ta go
through a lot of red tape to get
permission [o go anhead, be-
cause the area is zoned Indus-
trial. It took nine months to get
the proposal appraved by the
commitiee of adjustment, and
a total of 14 years to get the
hall ready for the opening two
wicks ago.

All the work in the hal] was
done by club members, excepl
for the plumidng, The clubis a
non-profit organization, and
many ol the expenses ihe
members incurred along the
way to getting the hall ready o
open came out of their own

pockel.

The hatl will be used by the
elub os o goathering ploce for
playing cards, darts ¢r other
games, and just sitting around
to talk with friends. The hall
has & special occaslon liguor
licence, which they hope to
have changed o a permanent
licence by this fall. The hall is
available for reat by any
group.

DONATIONS
The ¢lub has donated funds
lo different organizations, in-
cluding the North Hallen Asso-
cintion for the Mentally Re-

‘tarded, Georgetown and Dis-

trict Memorizl Hospital ond
the Ontario Soclety for Crip-
picd Children.

The club has its own basebnl)
team, and hotkey leam, and
hopes to sponsor minor-hockey

and baseball teams. Me. Hill
sald that the club' members
would be happy to assist at any
functions organized by the
town.

Courtesy nnd helping others
are common traits among
Newfoundlaners, Mr. Bennel
said.

“i you're in o lancway,
wonting to pull out on to the
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contrlibuted for this

ceramic statue and a decanter us a farewell glft to Park Publle
School's princlpal, Al Leaper, who s leaving the school for

another school In sculth Holion.
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PHOTO SEM]NARS

Mountsberg Wildlife Centre will be holding seminars
on photographing wildlife this weekend with expert nature

photographers talking about photography and answering
questions, The fee is §1.50 per car, und the seminars begin ol

2 p.m. both Saturday July 7 and Sunduy July 8

----------------

road, and a car's coming, and
the driver stops and waves you
out, you can figure he's from
down east,”” Mr. Bennetl said.
“The Newlie mnun i5 'fl's
always lomorrow’,
DIFFERENT ATMOSPHERE

Mr. Hil, who has lived all his
life n Gmarﬂetawn, but is
married 1o a Newfoyndlaner,
cays it's o different atmos-
phere in Newfloundland.
Everybody speaks to visitors
andk i5 friendly to his neighbors
and no deors are locked, he
said.

- "It's an insull 1o o New-
foundlander is he invites you
inla his home and you refuse,”
Mr. Hill said,

With Newfoundlanders gotnp
back for regular visits, it's
casy to monitor the changes at
heme; butl while the provinee
14 changing, bMr. Bennett said,

“sind the lifestyle 15 still the
samue,”’

The impetus as {ar as em-
ployment goes, scems o be 1o
move peanle into farming,
Mr. Hill satd. Bell Island,
which ance hod a population of
14,000 people, now has only
7.000, and the majority of them
areworking in St. John'sar the
surrounding area

“Most of the people from
Bell Island were miners,'" Mr.
Bennett said. “Most peaople,
when they think of Newfounil-
Jand, think of fishermen, Dut
the mines on Bell islind were

the biggesl iron ore mines in
the wnrld Thev wenl way oul
under the ocean floor. You've
got miners, you've gol fisher-
men, you've got logpers, and
you've gol businessinen, jus
like in the rest of Canoda "
are. Beanett said that on ot

visited a schoul 1o lalk about
mnewloundland, becauwse “il's
interesting to let poople know
some things they- might ot
krow aboul Newfoundland.
For example, a lot of people
[rom Portugal say the land-
seape in Newfoundland is very
much like the landscape of
IPartugal.”™

While Newloundland didn't
join Canada until 1949, il did
play an impertant part in the
Allied war efforl, with a num-
bor of bases located around the
island, since il was the closest
point to Europe. Conception
Hay was the spal where con-

voys were formed to send Lhe.
shaps over in groups, lor pro-

tection from German U-boats,
dMr. Hennett said.

“I remembrer watching ol
the ships come in"' he said.
Four vre freighters were sunk

German U-boals, and on a
calm day, visilors can see the
hulks sl1ill resting where they
sank. They can also visit the
cermelery on Bell Island and
sce the tombs of those missing
alter the four (reighters were
sunk.

“There's more history in one
part of Newfloundland han
thereis in the rest of Canada "
Mr. Bennett said, He pointed
oul thal Newloundland was the
only part of Canada which .
juined Confederalion as a sov.
vreign slale, and nol as a
ciluny.

SIVERENGN STATE

“The difference is, the way
HEritish Columbia joined, Lheir
aff-shore oil belongs to Lhe

federal povernment,” he said.
" Beecause Newloundland was a
sovereign stale, her off-shore
ail helongs 1o her.”

back home,"

settled in this area have gone
back 1o Newloundland once the
hushands retire, Mr. Dennelt
said, while others with family
ties in the area slay put,

“A lot of people came up
here, not plinning to slay
because all their friends were
he said. "But
then they went back for 0
two-week visit, and Lhey coul-
adn’'t wait to get back here
becayse all theie [riends are up
here now,”

They were once very much
the style, bul “Newlie” jokes
aren't heard too offen any
more, But Lo lalk to members
of the club, the jokes weren'l
terribly offensive,

“Most Newhe jokes are told
by Newlies,” Mr. Hill said.
“Seme of the stories that come

out of Newiogundland, well,
they have you dying laugh-

always be their home

Ar. Hill is not g Newlfound-
lender himsell, but sueme-
itmes, he starts to feel like one,
he said.

“Being around Newfica al
the time, you get Lalo their
ways,” he said. “When you get
inte a group, and cverybody's
lalking and lelling stories, you
start talking like o Newlie soon
enough.”

“From fows tv town in New-
foundland, you get a different
agcent,’” Mr. Hennett snid.
“Up here, to a Newfoundlaner,
peopit from Onlario sound
foreign.™

AMr. Beonett may have sum-
med up the position of George-
tawn's Newfoundloners best,

“Newfoundlaners have a
r:ur!uiﬂmmradeship." he sald.

“"We're like other ethnie
groups in Canada. We'ro jusl'.

it's not changing very [ast, Jeast one occcasion, he has  in the harbor off Bell Island by an ethnic group of Canadians,”

Some of the families which  ing.”

AILL VANCENHRINK g
OF SMITHVILLE IGA .
IN SMITHVILLE, ONT.

ASSORTED FLAVORS

iGA Fruit
Drinks "W

Coree, 31,20

Cohoe

Salmon

CARAMEL CRUNCH, ARROWHOOT, DIGESTIVE, NICE,
GINGER CRISP, SHORTCAKE, RICH TEA, FRUIT SHORTCAKE

OR BUTTER RINGS

PRIDE OF CANADA

CUT FROM CANADA GRADE A
P SWEET PICKLED

BONELESS, OUTSIDE CUT

Round Steak cOﬂage
Roasts Rolls

*2.15 1.29

? :Ir'r. 'ﬂzq
' TIN

Peek Frean

| ] (]
§ TO 7%-0Z.
Biscuits s CUT FROM CANADA DEVON O e
" BONELESS, FULL SLICE RINDLESS
IGA, 100% PURE VEGETABLE OIL IELESS, FULL 5L el BONELESS

¢

Side
Bacon

Round
Steaks

Sunny Morn
Margarine....\%«

inside Round
Steaks

TOPAZ $ . $ $
Mushrooms | q; = §.LB,

10-FL. OZ. LB. PKQ. 4} LB, ]
pieces & Stems TlH CUT FRO CAMNADA GRADE A HEEF
IN TOMATO SAUCE LEA, BONELESS s4.8Q oo POPULARVARETES 0 o

75%
*1.19|

Breakfast Sausages we $1..19 Sandwich Meats xG

PRIDE OF CAYADRA, SLICED
Cooked soz exc 91,29
12.01 prG 32 39

WE RCSERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES

69°¢
59‘l=

OHTARID GROWH

SS9 2751-39° |

| Grabny Smith Applas LG ch byl e
ONTARIO GHOWN OHTARIO GROWI ;
&  fron>] Radishes *ML 3 ?UFSHE"’B?‘:

Stawling Besf
SWIFT'S PREMILII ;
Wilenars e 51.49

HIICES EFFECTIVE WED  JuLY 4 TO SAY, JULY 7. 1979

Libby’s
Spaghetti

ASSORTED VARIETIES
MACARONI OR SPAGHETTI

Boni Pasta

ASSORTED VARIETIES
POUCH PAK

Monarch

Cake Mixes
or lcing Mixes

1GA
Instant Coffee

ORANGE PEKOE

ASSORTED VARIETIES 16 O
Shopsy's Salads 1w

MRS $1
2 QO

3 >4
*3.99
?::aagzgs §§&$1l69

BEEF, IRISH ORMEATBALL uz$1 25
Puritan Stews “'Ti =

POWDERED

Cheer or Oxydol

Det&rgent aux $2 79
Look for these cards!

Take advantage af these many supplier seductions theoughout the slore.

3

2.8,

ONTARIO GROWN
CANADA NO. 1 GRADE

',,_  PRODUGE OF U.S.A.
CANADA NO. 1 GRADE

Santa Rosa
Plums

PROCUCE OF REFPUALIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
CANADA FAHCY GRADE

X

10-0Z.
JAR

LeafLettuce  *=% & """ " § Radishes %2

PRIMO, PLAIN

Spaghelti Sauce " “nn

ASSONTEDOVARIETIES

Downy
Fabric Soltener msr un

DUY $ GET ONE FREE

ﬂEf LEMﬂH FLﬁ\FD"‘ED 22 EIE 1 79
Lemonade Crystalscar s

PLUE WATER FROZEN

«OFL OZ

67¢ *1.09

Tl Wy iy i, e b e = N

The expiry date appears on each card,

Kal Kan 4 THIIFT PACK
6 02 89¢ Zast BANDED PACK g 12 02 $1 99
R
Catfood TR _1ws @ peodorant Soap S5 nies >1.49 FishaChips i e
POST CEREALS SAVAHIN, FROZEN
Honey Cambor .. 79:;; PLASTIC ¢ Macaroni & Cheese 39¢
Sugar Crisp :raum:u Johnson's Bandaids EtFJ,": 69 Dinner _PKG
MFG O¢ OFF LAUEL T e =l =
CEMPSTERS . FEGULAR OA HERBAL BIACSEYE. FRQZIEN 1 09
gm;ml?" 1, 2402 79¢ Vasaline Intensive ;5 ggc Cool Whip Topping Ui
rain Loa 512K L ~ Care Lotlon PLST BTL KHAFT. PROCESS
: néﬁgll_:lﬂigsﬂﬂﬁ;ui: E?LT !.UI.IIJFEEGAHGH T - FLAIN QR OHIOMN
_ - H'DONION FLAYD SHELL Fhi[adﬂlphia
— Lay's Vapona No Pest AE ¢
T 225 ¢ Cream Cheese  sxg
N Potato Chips PKG ?9 Strip CA $2.29 e e s e e e e
A e o] v T T
T - R . "-'5":?.?? 99 UE= FEG 39': e r 1402 1 7
R T TS s Weston's Candies 'S72 Q9%  Lunchsacks 8% 39 Curds . PG S______g

FRIENDLY
SERVICE

8 Main Street Morth, Acton

cOMPE'i"lTWE WEEKLY
PIUS spECiaLs PIUS

ACTON IGA

PRICES

HALTON HILLS IGA Hwy. 7 - Guelph Street, Georgetown
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