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Ice fee changes

are too little
and too late

Halton Hills arena users can’t
be blamed for bein% un{;ry with
town council’s plans to ralse arena
rates by 33 per cent this year. It's a
startling increase.

And the increase was made all
the more starﬂlnﬁ by the secretive
way council brought it in,
However, Monday ht council
tried (o make amends at their
commitiee meeting when a revised

P al, three months in the
mgﬁlng was passed. The motion

came after much debate and two

closed meetings with local sports.

groups.

In the end, council didn't give
very much. The only real con-
cession council made to the sports
groups was to drop a plan to collect
10 per cent of the gate receipts
from teams that charged ad-
mission to their events.

Certainly it was a Frnposal
we‘.li—dmp&el Although not always
8

winners, teams llke Acton's Juntor
B Sabres and Georgetown's
Ralders and Geminis help provide
local residents, especially families,
‘with an inexpensive and enjoyable
night out. It was a safe bet that the
Jess than wealthy teams would
-have passed on the town's 10 per
cent surcharge to the local sports
‘consumer,

- Committee also proposed to
-seek additional arena revenue by
selling advertlsing space in the
Tinks which sounds like a
-reasonable idea.

. And, in a belated move they
‘will likely aveold a repeat of this
year's fiasco aiter passing a polic
which will see them consult witg
S ;rta groups before future rate

€q.

But the hardest part ef the
policy for local arena users to
swallow appears likely to remain
on the books and that's the 33 per
cent rate hike.

It's difficult to belleve that
while the dreaded AIB has only
been out of husiness for a matter of
months we are already seeing such
high Tprice increases,

own council’'s actions are
more akin to those of of] company
executives than a municipa)
government pledged to en-
couraging minor sport.

There has been a major break-
down in the town's budgetary
planning if they are now forced to
slap arena users with such a
colossal hike to come close (o
covering expenses. It's hard to
believe that with an inflation rate
of around 10 per cent, the town's
arena costs have increased over 30
per cent, It seems more likely that
council has simply decided on a
mafor policy switch and will no
longer allow the arenas to be a
break even or deficit operation.

If that's council's wish, they at
least owe local arena users the
courtesy and fiscal sanity of easing
in the new policy rather than
bringing it in with one fell swoop.

And council should have in-

vestigated alternate means of
increasing revenue, like the
roposed advertising sales, before
he huge rate {ncreases were
brought in. Rate increases should
have been a last resort.

It will no doubt take quite a
while before the rift opened up by
council between them and Halton
Hills arena users heals,

Compromise likely
in LACAC debate

Since council {s adamant that g
locai architectural conservation
advisory committee will not be
created in this town it's nice to see
that they're at least willing for a
compromise committee,

. To the surprise of many, in-
cluding the Herald, last Tuesday
night councll endorsed a com-
mittee recommendation quashing
the creation of a LACAC. Marilyn
Serjeantson basically abstained
from the issue b IeavinF the
meeting before its cnml;u etion
while George Maltby cancelled out
John McDonald's vote in favor of
the proposal with his ‘nay’ ballot.

While we do not support the

reasons given for opposing the
plan, it's encouraging to see %a es
of reserving Halton Hills’
heritage won't be completely
thrown to the wind.

Councillor Roy Booth, a
. determined n]:lrﬁonent of LACAC,
- has suggested that a watered down
- versjon of the committee would
- likely win council support.

: This modified committee
- would carry out the initial dutles of
- 8 LACAC, creating an inventory of
- local buildings that sre ar-
: chitecturally and historfcally
- significant, The counecil would then
- use this list ag a guide to help them
. delde which buildings to have

designated significant by the

Ontario Heritage Foundation.

Coun. Booth does not mention
whether or not he would like to see
this modified committee operate
on a permanent basis. We would
like to see this committee main-
tained on some on-going basls so
they could function in a consulting
role with council. While the
modified committee would not
have the admittedly limited teeth
of a LACAC, the committee
members’ expertise would be
useful for council to assess local
buildings.

We hope that Coun. Booth's
comments to the Herald regar-
ding this modified committee are
not simply meant to appease
disappolnted supporters of LACAC.
Coun, Booth or some other councii
member should bring a proposal
for a modified LACAC to council at
the earliest possible moment so the
committee can immediately begin
[vremﬂng an inventory of Fhe
own's historically and ar-
chitecturally significant bulldings.

And we hope the people a
pointed to the modified curr?mittei
will speak out strongly and
deten_n nedly when they xﬂnk a
butlding should be preserved
despite the fact that the new
committee would not have quile
the clout of a LACAC, It's at least &
step towards -preserving local
heritage.
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 Tories learn very quickly

view is different from inside

Mtawa Burezu
Of The Herald )
After just n few weeks In office there
is every indication that the new Conserva-
tive government is learning that the view
{rom the inside is vastly different, ond far
more complex, than the view from the
outside.
It was soeasy, from the cutside, tosay

that a Tory government would demon-
strate Isracl’s right o exist by moving the

Capadian embassy from Tet Aviv to
Jerusalem. And it was casy to promise the
“privatization’ of Petro Canada, or ihe
end of Lelo-Canada. N alse seemed a
relatively simple matter to chop personal
taxes by $2 billion o year.

The boat-rocking list Is a jong one.
And it remains there as o total party
commitment, but Joe Clark's new minis-
ters - not to mention Clark himself - are
guickly realizing that same things are
easier said than dene. The Liberals, in
power for 38 of the last 44 years, had
unexcelled experience in the complexities
of implementing new polictes. For the new
Tory government, it's a crash course.

And plready some Conservative mini-
sters are beginning to display an uncanny
likeness 1o the Liberals they replaced.

SAME STAND
Remember how the Tories used to

poke fun at Liberal cabinet ministers
when they went into seclusion at a
Gatineau Hilis cottage for their think
sessions? Well, guess where the Tory
cabinet held the second meeting? That's
right, The same coltage.

Al the cabinet’s {irst meeting, the top
iiem on the agenda was the West Coast
longshoreman's sirike. And if this were a
year ago, there would be opposition
demands lor immedinte government ae-
tion so the grain indusiry wouwld not be
threatened.

This time, Labor Minister Lincoln
Alexander emerged from the cabinel
meeting, sounding for all the world like his
predecessor. The government, he an-
nounced, was keeplng an cye on the
siluation.

And Defence Minister Allan McKin-
nen emerged from the same meceling to
question the proposed move of the veler.
ans affairs department - which he alsg
heads - to Charlotletown. But a short time
later, probably after conferring with his
bureaueracy, the announced that the
Liberal-conceived move weuld go ahead
ns scheduled, The Liberals could have
sald that just as well,

NOACTION

Earlier McKinnon had asked for a
review of the investigation into alleged
kickbacks by the Boeing Co, of Seattle in
relation to sales in Canada. This first
emerged last winter when the RCMP
found no grounds for laying charges. This
didn’t satisiy the Conservative MPs who
wondered about a possicle cover-up. So
when the government changed, MeKinnon
had Solicitor-General Allan Lawrence go
into the matter again.

UOnce more, Lawrence came out
sounding like a predeecessor. "1 am
satisfied as a result of a preity intensive
police tnvestigation that there is no octlon

ahu;,u[li requires any sorl of prosccution,” he
satd.

Blais couldn’t have put It any better,

Meanwhile, Finance Minister John
Crosbie has been busy wrestling with the
counlry’s finances and his party’s pledge
to cul taxes by $2billion, while introducing
business incentives and abeolishing some
capital gains taxes. When the new minis.

ter got through describing some of the
difficulties being faced, the only commit-

ment for the first Tory budget is that
morigage dgguctibility plan,

And so far as that Israeli embassy
move is concerned, we can quietly forget
that. What scemed [ike such a simple,
vote-getting proposition from the outside

_of government turned out to have horren-

dous complications when viewed from
within. On this issue the Tories are
ireading water in the finest Liberal
tradition.

And how about those perslstent reports
- many from the inside of the Tory party -
that many scnier bureaucratic heads
wolld roll under the new adminjstration,
Former cabinet minister C.M. Bud Drury,
now head of the National Capital Commis-
sion, was considered a prime candidate
for the axe.

He reports to Public Works Minister
Erik Nielsen who now says, “Bud and I
have known each other for a goeod maony
years and there is no reason why we
cannot get along."

someene once said, the more

‘1hings change the more they remain the

SO,

Taxpayers pick up the bill

but Tories keep polls secret

Queen's Park Bureau
Of The Herald

TORONTO—Everyone realizes that
secrecy seems lo be o way of life for
governments, bul probably the neost
outrageeus example is the Conservative’s
hiding of public opinian polis paid for by
tax money.

Tory tinisters and senior civil ser-
vants know, lor example, what the people
of Ontario think about the government's
censorship, gambling and liquor policies.

But the opposition parlies don't,

Nor do the taxpayers whose $45,000
paid for the study.

Yet that kind of informalion is not
only useful {or formulating government
pelicies, it is also the kind of background
material every politiclan likes Lo have
handy for partisan use.

What better way 1o frame policy so it

_fits with public preconceptions?

Dy any principle of fairness the polls
should either bi: charged to Conservalive
Party coffers or else be available to all,

NOT CHICKENFEED

I’s no minor matter concerning a few
thousanu velians ana i odd pull or 1wo.

MPP Pat Reid (L-Rainy River) ob-
tained a list from the government of all

public epintor polls taken in the one-year
span prior to AprH 1, 1979,

There were 23, douse for 12 ministers
costing $430,000.

Management Board chalrman George
MeCague (PC-Dufferin-Simeoe) told Reid
the “‘polls in question constitute working
documents for the development of policy
and it is not the practice of the govern-
ment to release material of this nature.”

Which doesn’t mean it shouldn't be.

One of the priorities of the federal |

Conservalives on taking office will be
passage of a (reedom of information act In
an altempt to loosen the bonds of secrecy
thot bind the federal burcaucracy.
HUT NOTHERE

In Ontario, by contrast, we have g
commission of inqulry into {reedom of
Infermation and individual privacy, which
has been going for more than two Yyears,

and doesn’t expect to report for anather
year,

That means public opinion poll se-
crecy will [ast at least that long.

(ne can’t disngree there are grey
nreas invelving government where there
is a legitimate necd for secrecy, and
hopefully the commission will delincate
those,

Bui by definition luseful) publie opin-
ion pells are neutral.

TORY PROGRAM

Policy documents and recommepdn-
tiwus drawn up by ministries based on the
pells might be another maltter, of course,
but that’s not what is at stake here,

A 323,000 survey for the health mini-
stry, for example, “‘covered the aware-
ness of a ministry media campaign whose
tapic was the contre] of health care costs."”

One might suspect, since such control
is an integral part of the Tory patitical

program of resiraint, and opposed by the
opposition, thal we're deallng here with
what is in essence o political pell.

And that kind of informatlon should be
available beth to the opposition, who can
use it, but more importantly, the public,
whao pay for il.
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Halton’s
History

From our files

PERSIAN ACCIDENT :

THIRTY YEARS AGO—Word has
‘been received by his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Martin Cummins, that their son Bil,
who was seripusly bumed in an ether
*xplosion & few weeks ago is now out of
danger. Bill was injured while at work
with an ¢il company at Bahrein, Arabia,
on the Persian Gulf.

In the greatest political triumph in
Conada's history, the Liberal party, led by
Prime Minister Louis St. Laurent swept
back into power and will have o resound-
Ing majority when Canada's 21st Parlla-
ment eonvenes this fall in Ctiawa. In
Halton, veleran Liberal member H
Cleaver wlll return to offlce for a fourth
term.,

A gross fire on the farm of John
Mcdonald, Ontario, Street, threatened to
get nut of controt late last Wednesday
‘afternoon and the fire brigade was called
to extinguish it. The fire was headed for
the barm and the arrival of the brigade
?vn-rtecl what could have been a serious

ire, ’

HEROIC LIMEROUSE EXPLOITS

TWENTY YEARS AGO—Richard F.
O’Brien died suddendy on Friday, June 28,
as the restlt of an accident near Bramp-
ton, He was killed instantly, and three
others hﬂﬁ?ilﬂ[lﬂ‘d as ihe result of n
three-vehicle erash on Highway 7, fve

. miles east of Brampton,

Limchouse Guide Leader, Mrs, Jean
Findley, made the Buffale daily papers
last week with a heroic exploit that was
credited with saving the life of a Buffalo
vauth, after a stolen car in which he was
riding struck a light pole in Bertie
Township on the Canadian side. Mrs.
Findley rushed the injured youth to
Columbus Hospital in fale where
haspital attenddants sald the youth might
have bied to death had it pot been for her
quick action, He received an immedinte
bleod transfusion in the hospital and
doctors used over 100 stltches lo close
decp head culs,

Local TCA captaln Don Platt of 1
King Street, was host to elght grade el
students from Harrison Public School, the
principal Harold Henry and Rex Heslop
who supplied transportation, when they
journeyed to Malton on June 13 to tour the
airport facilities. The party toured TCA,
the main hangars and the pilot tralnlng
s¢clion, north star and super constella-
tion, the Might control eentre and the
control tower.

Country Calendar, a TV program
avidly watched by rural areas and town
residents as well was of partlcular inter-
est Jast Sunday when it showed the Ken
Ella family, Hornby in the various ns
of the daily life on the farm. It also showed
Billy Wilson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clare
Wilson, in the swimming hele and going
Inte the hay mow. An employee, Lou!
Harris, was also in the picture.

Eight taggers were 80 succesaful in
canvassing the town during the twe days
of selling tags for the Hospltal Assoclation
on Friday and Saturday June 19 and 20,
that the amaunt grossed surpassed pro-
ceeds received from the well-attended

“Gala Day staged by the assoclation in
May. A second lag day has been proposed
for Fair Day.

OLLIVIER'S EUROPEAN JAUNT

TEN YEARS AGO—A young George-
town father was instantly kiilled early
-Sunday in a single car crash which plled
wreckage into two trees 10 feet apart on
Highway 8 west of the 6th Line of
Esquesing. Gary Thomas Briggs 21, was
prenounced dead at the scene by corener
Dr. J.H. Chamberlain, The driver was
alone at the wheel of his eastbound car
when it left the road and slammed into the
trees. The force of the impact cut the car
in half,

Construction has begun on a $60,000
addition to Halton County Separate School
‘Board’s aminlstrative buildings, The pro-
ject was appraved a month ago in spite of
objections by the flinance commiltee.
Space in the present building, formerly
offices of the old Burlington Separate
School board, is too cramped for the
larger county-wide staff,

Halton MP Hud Whiting received &
unanmous vole of conflidence from the
exccutive of the Halton ond Halton East
Liberal Association esrlier. Whiling (his
week celebrates the first anniversary of
his election to parliament. _ :

Mrs. Barbara Broiherion of Lime-
house will co-pilot for Mrs. ‘Ruth Bliss
when she pilots TAR No, 50 in the Al
Women's Transcontinental Air Race, sel
for take-off July 4 from Lindbergh Field,
San Diego, Californin.

The congregation and friends of the.

Georgetown Alllance thurch will wel-
come their new pastor David J. Phillips

ond his wife this coming Sunday, June 29.
Postor and Mrs, Phillips recently gra-
duated from the Canadian Bible Cﬂlz{ege it
Regina, Sazkatchewan.

HALTON POLICE REPORT :

ONE YEAR AGO—Halton  Regianal
Police Associntion present the Halton
police commission Thursday with a 704
paoge report evalualing almost every
aspect of the force's operation and making
recommendations aimed at improving the
existing poor morale on the force. The
commission was unhappy to learn that by
a unanimous vote of 125 members of the
association who had met to discuss the
report the night before, the press were Lo
reccive copies of the report immediailey
after the meeting. The commission want.
e¢d to have time to study the report before
it was made public,

Halton Hilis council should buy the
vacanl 109-year-pld Chapel Street school
and turn i inte a youth recreation
centre. Thal's the suggestion ol two
Geargelown Disirict High School students
who are anxious to save the building from
destruclion. Linda Mayhew, 14, of Dayfoot
Drive, and Adele Hunt of Metcalfe Court, -
have been circulating a petition since
carly May.

Halton Hills works committee s stifl
embroiled in the on againoff again jesue
of truck tralfic on 17 Sideroad. Monday
Wi ao commities deferred a discuasion of
the guidelines* for issuing permits io
trucks applying to use the road for o
further two weeks. The item was deferred
at the last committee meeting to allow
couricillors te submlit In writing to the
town engineer lheir comment on what
guidelines should be used as the boais for

 issuing the permits.




