Home Newspaper of Halton Hills

Community news

--page 19

THE BERALIL Wednesday, Tune 20, 1579 < Page 11

NEC planner resigns

--page 15

SECOND
SECTION

' CVCA celebrates 25th anniversary

 Grass roots movement

maintained in spirit

some peeple might! not thick so, but the faet that
Hurricane Hazel and the firsi-ever mecting of the Credit

Valley Conservation Authority (CVCA) 1ook place in the

same year was pu-ely coincidental.

Both those cvents took place 25 years ago this year.
The CVCA celebrated its anniversary last week, but
Hurricane Hazel didn't hit the area until the fall.

The move to form the authority actually began aboul
flive yeras ago before the inaugurat meeting, and the road to
ils formotion was not a2 smooth one. 1! took three votes
ameng the member municipalities before the required
iwo-lhirds majority agreement was reached and the

authority was farmed.

The Credit Valley Conservation Authority has author-

Hy LORITAYLOR
Herald gtalf writer

The formation of the Credit
Valley Conservation Aulhorily
ICVCA) 25 years ago was the
resull of a prass rools move-
ment that almost didn't make
LL.

*l think it’s important for
people 1o realize that conser-
vatipn authorities aren't com-
ing down from on high,” CVCA
information efficer Jean Hol-
lings says. “The impetus mus|
come from the pgrass roots
level, The municipalities must
agree and apply to the pro.
vinee for a charter.™

M took five years of different
meelings with municipal re-
presenintives belore o vole
finaily gave the required two-
thirds majority of agreement
amang the 16 municipalitics in
the Credil River watershed;
the margin wns a slim one.

The process staried in Y,
Mrs. Rollings said, but the
motivation was there earlier
when the conservation move
ment "took oI at the end of
World War I[. In 1949, the
Lions Club alonl the Credit
Hiver YValley held a meeling,
with represenlatives from
¢lubs tn Geergetown, Bramp-
lon, Port Credit and the other
towns, to discuss eonservalion
in the area.

LIONSCLUL
“"Some of the people who

{betonged to the Lions Club

were inleresied in conserva-
tion, and they used the club as
a fucal point for gathering the
interest together,” Mrs. Hol
lings said. After the first meet-
ing, the moving foree for the
formation of ihe autharity rest.
ed with a few members, a-
mang them Alee Maclaren of
Georgetown, who eventually
became a charter member of
the authority.

“1 think what prompted the
formation of the aulhority was
the Tact that the hills in Cale-
don and ether headwater lands
were being-well, 1 don't like
the word, but essentially they
were being looted," Mrs. Itnl-
lings said. “"People were cut-
ting down trees o farm mar-
ginal fand, and doing other
things that were bpd woler
managemenl. As a result,
there were massive Moads in
the spring, dry river in the
summer, and a pollution pro-
biem.™

The first meeting of munmica-
pal representatives 1o discuss

the proposed forming of the
CVCA was held in Georgetown,
but the necessary vote was not
obtained. HBelween 1999 and
1954, there were o series of
meetings held before the meet-
ng April 29, 1434, at the Junior
Farmers' Building in Bramp-
ton when the twa-thirds major-

JOAN ROLLINGS

ity voted in {avar of the recom-
mendation 1o form the CVCA.

An order-in-councit May 13
eslablished the authority, and
s Inaugural meeting was held
June 13, 1954,

The original executive was
headed by Douglas Reddinglon
from (aledan, as chairman,
wilh Tom Glassford as vice-
chairman and Elmer Wright of
Port Credit as secretary,

The levy in 1934 was iwo
cents o person, which lelt the
authority with an operating
budgel of $411.88. At the ¢nd of
the first year, the authoerity
had spent only $476.45 of its
hudget, [eaving them wilth ol-
muost hall unspent.

Mrs, Hollings poinied ocut
Ihal the authority had no full-
time siaff at that poinl. Secre-
tary-treasurer Elmer Wright
worked from his home, and the
authorny’s only capital ex-
pense that year was to buy i
filing cabinet for him, she said,

The original commitlees
which tmade up the aulhorily
were a little different from the
present ones. Originally there
wits 4 floind control committee,
which alsa looked after pollo-
tinn; o farm plapning and land
us¢ committeg, public rela-
tions, and reforestation. Al the
seeond meeling of the author-
ity, the represenlatives from

ity over much of Georgetown, Aclen and the surrounding
h:umlets, most of which were built along the Credit River
and i1s various {ributaries. To the conservation-committed
peopie, the authority is one of the few bastions against the
encroackment of the concrete jungle, while to others, the
CVCA is just one more level of gevernment bureaucracy
with Lhe government-granied right te tell people in the
wittershed what they can and can’t do with their property.

Either way, the CVCA has played 2 major part in
falton Hills throughout its 25-vear history. This week, the
Herald took a look at the foermation of the Credil Valley
Conservation Authority and the first 25 years of ils

operation,

Georgetown and  Teronto
Township requested the for-
mation of & parks and recrea-
Lion commiuitee,

The present advisory boards
are information and education,
parks and recreation, histori
cal records, water manage-
moent and reforestation, land
use and wildlife, s

The authority has 21 mem-
bers now, with the member
municipalilics having rtepre-
sentation based on the number
of its residents living in the
walershed. The chairman and
two olher members are ap-
pomted by the province, and
former chairman R.K. MchMil-
tun has been awarded an hon-
orary lifetime membership,

The first full-lime staff
niember al the authorily was
hired in 1958, at G5 cenis an
hour, 10 manage the Terra
Cotta Conservation Area, The
authorily bhad field resources
olficers, one at a time, but they
woere employed by the Ministry
which had responsibility for
the authority at the tyme,

FULLCIRCLE

"I think the goals of the
aulthorilty have come full cir-
cle.” Mrs. Rollings said. **The
purpose of the authaority is to
WSC a4 COmImon sense appreach
1o the censervation of renew-
able resources. For o while, we
maybe got off 1the beaten track
a little when we got into the
recredtion business, although
we are still oactive in the
renewable resources area,”

“The thinking has come full
cirele from the time the an-
swer toall the problems was to
build a dam,” Mrs.Rollings
continued. **The thinking has
changes from the engincering
way of handling a situatlon by
building a dam and controlling
witler, o the environmental
way of planling trees to slow
down run-off, lo repair where
yvou have lo, and te plan
belorchand 50 you don't have
to make repairs.”

“Much of the engincering
solutions the authorilty has
undertaken has been done to

- repair damage done in the

past,” Mrs. Hollings said. In
the piast most of the towns
were huilt on around the mills,
and the autherity now has the
problem that the towns are all
in Lhe floodplain, she added,
(e of the auvlhority's pro-

_ jects over the yearz has been

the mapping of [loodplain

Iands, the gullies and valleys.
They have also done stream

surveys, urban walercuurse
studies, and siudies of environ-
muentally sensitive arcas and
huzord lands. The siudics are
expensive, Mrs, Rollings satd.,
but they provide the authority
with the information to decide
where water can be channeled
from developments while do-
ing the least amount of dam-
ape.

“Even f it cosls a little
more, il's worth it, so the
authorily won't be spending
money 2¢ years down the road
to correct poor planning,” she
said. _

""Iu the Sixties, Ontario had
a whaole series of droughls, and
the authorily ariginally started
oul wilth a land management
concept for the Credit,” Mrs.
Rollings sald. "They did a lot
ol work, becouse it was o
predominantly rural area. The
wdea was lo manage land o the
improvemenl of the river, ra-
ther than to its delriment."”

FIRST PROJECT

One of the first major pro-
jecls of the CVCA, the propos-
¢d constructjon of a scries of
dams along the Credit, was
intended to ensure a1 steady
water supply to Georgetown
and other towns along the
river, as well as ceairolling
fleoding. In 1962, the CVCA
started oul with o plan for six
dams. one in Orangeville, one
norith of the Cataract, one at
Silver Creek, one helow
Georgetown and two more fur-
ther south,

Mr. McMitlan and Mr. Park-
er visiled each of the member
municipalitics to "'sel them™
on the prejecl, Mrs. Rollings
saidd. They had to promise the
authority would hold the line
vn the levies, she said, and
construet the dams wilhout
asking fur extra funds. The
nrojecl was to be funded joint-
ly by the federal and - provin-
vind governments at 75 per cent
nf the costs, and the municipal-
ities through the CVCA at 25
per eenl.

The projeel was approved by
the municipalities and the su-
thority, and was sent to the
provincial government for
their appraval. Provincial ap-
provil wasnl [orlhcoming,
however.

"They said becnuse of all the
reserveirs being created by
these dams, we should plan for
the recreational use which
would aecrue around them,
and we hadn'lt done that,”
Mrs. Hollings said, The plan

The Credlit Hiver winds its -way through 16 different
municipalities In Halion, Peel, Wellington and Dufferin. The

scenic river hanks attract tourlsts (rom all over to relax [n the ‘

was sent back to the authority
10 be re-worked, to include
plans 1o buy land around the
reservoirs [or recreatonal use,

After getling provineial ap-
proval, the proposal was sent
to (tlawn for the fedecsl go-
verament's approval. And
there i1 sal fur iwo years, wilh
CVCA members making flying
Irips to Ottawa 1o talk 1o local
MPs, ta try and get the project
approved.

In 1965, the authority finally
received word on the project:
Ihe federal government had
decided not to participale be-
cause there was too much
recrealion involved in it

The whole thing was dropped
at that point, Mrs. Rollings
sajd, although the authority
did go nhead with a low-level
dam at Orangevitle. The dam
opencd in 1970, hut not without
somie sirange side steps along
the way,

DIAMOND [HREAM

Stranger stil! was the slory
told by a well<ressed genlle-
man whe catme into the author-
ity offices before the dam was
built and told staflf members of
# dream he hod had during

Honorary lifetime member
swears he could write a book

Roy BMcMitlan, honorary
lifetime member of the Credit
Valley Conservation Aulhority
(CVCA), says he could write o
book about his days with the
authority.

Mr. McMillan was chairman
of the CVCA for 13 years, until
1974, He was then appeinted
honorary lifetime member. He
was on Toronto Township
Council when the vote was held
which autherized the forma-
tion of the CVCA, in 1954, and
waos n voting delegate al that
meeling. He didn't become
& member of the authority
untii 1958, however.

Mr. McMillan was chairman
of the parks and recreation
commiltee for three yeors be-
fore being elected to the posi-
tion of chairman by the author-
ity for three years. For the
next ten years, he was appeint-
ed by the province, -

Mr. McMillan takes great
pride in his attendance at
authority meetings. He eonly
missed a meeting if he was out
of town on authority businesa.

“My attendance record
viould be close to 100 per cent,”

!
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~ROY MeMILLAN

he said. 'l used to come from
my wui.ede north of Jriliha (v
attend a meeling. And being
chairman of the authority,
I was an ex olficlo member of

all the advisory boards, too.”
CYCAFOU NDATION
Mr. McMillan is also a direc-

lar of the CVCA foundaticn,
which looks after donalions
received by the asthority, eith-
er financial, or in the way of
cquipment or antiques .The
authorily has amassed o size-
able collection of antique items
{or use in conservation areas.

Mr. McMillan said he is
disappointed with the way the
authority is handling Silver
Creek Conservalion Arca, be-
cause il had been intended to
have the anliques, whah in-
clude “valuable farm equip-
ment that couldn't be found
anywhere else,”” on display
there, but those plans appear
to have fallen by the wayside.

In the meantime, he said,
genple have siopped making
enntributions of their antiques.

MASSIVE RUN-OFF
"People are willing to give
1fts but there are no plans for
that kind of thing at Silver
Creek now,” Mr, McMillan
said,
Mr. McMillan said he i3 not

strongly in favor of the plans
for the Silver Creek Conserva-
tion Area, which call for en-

;JI-

Irance by the public in some of
s mare cnvirenmentally sen-
silive arcas o be limiled fo
groups of people with a guide.

“1 don't think the Niagora
Escarpment or Lhe province
can own thousands of acres of

L]aml and close it off from the
public, and say you can toke o
few children through for o
walk,'" he said in reference to
the proposed educalion centre
at Silver Creek.

Mr. McMillan said the rea-
son the authority has been
praceeding so slowly on the
Silver Creek Conservation A-
rea §s because it has so much
of ils budget invesied in other
prujects al the moment.

SOME PEOPLE

“I'm not sold on the idea of
building out inlo Lake Ontar.
i0,"" he added. "I've always
felt the valley lands along the
Credit River would be more
beneficial to people, at a much
lower cost, than lo byuild n park
cut into Lake Ontario."

When Mr. McMillan be-

came chaicman, the authority
already owned the tand neces-
sary o construci the Orange-
vilie dam. Aflter the federal
government withdrew from its
commitment to share in the
cost, Mre. MeAnillan went to the
pravince to ask them to take

over 75ger cent of the project.

MAIN CONCERN

ile said he simply painted
nut that there was a provineial
election coming up, and in
view of that fact. the province
might wan! tn thke another
took at the poss:bility of their
funding their own and the
federal government's share of
Ihe Grangeville dam project.
The province agreed, and the
dam wus batilt.

*Inthe time T was chairman,
I got the very best of co-opera-
lion {rotn every member who
sal an the authori:~ ™ Mr.
MeMillan said. 1 certainly
hope the work of the conserva-
tion autherity will continue,
and the people will stand be-
hind it and try lo preserve
what is Jeft for the {uiure
generations.”
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Waorid War H, in which he saw
dimands, ready for the find-
mg and taking, in an arca
which would be fTooded by the
reservoir. He asked the auth-
arily nol to close the floodgates
and fisod the area until he
could conduet a search.

The man left the office and
never eame back. A member
of the authurily slaff checked
with an expert to determine if
the sedl and the geolugy in the
area would be conducive to the
fermation of diamends, and
was lold it was very unlikely.
S0 the floodgates were closed.

"I sometimes wonder if
Ihere are diamonds lying
sumewhere undiscovered un-
der all that water,” Mrs. Rol-
hings siid.

- The CVCA owns about 4,200

acres along the Credit River,
nut including Terra Cotta Con-
servalion Area, “but out of 418
square miles that's not much,"
Mrs. Rollings said. In Caledon,
there are K00 acres in forest
conservation areas, while Sil-
ver Urevk Conservation Area
will ¢cover ).000 gcres. Terra,
Cotla covers 550 acres. .

The authority is working on
acquiring the headlands of the
river and its tributartes as°
they come on the market,
“because when you lose your
headlands, you lose youwr riv-
er,”” Mrs. Rollings said.

Uther up-coming projects in

" —
il - A -

sun on a suAny, summer afternoon o the shade of the trees,

within the sound of the river.

the area include the second
phase of the Metealfe Havine
project, erosion control and
tree planting along HRegan
Crescent, and the construction
of the spillway in the paper
mill dam and dredging of the
river in Glen Williams.

(One of the biggest projects
undecrtaken in the Aclon aren
was the dredging .of Fairy
Lake. About 40,000 cubic yards
of fill was dredged out of the
lake which had formed behind
the mill dam.

“It was un experiment to
find oul if it was economically
feastble 1o dredge behind mill
dams, and | guess it wasn'i

“*hecause we never did it

apain,” Mrs. Rollings soid.
The problem facing the au-
thority at the moment is the
amaount of development going
on in Orangeville, Brampton
Greorgetawn and especially

'Mississauga, Mrs, Rollings

said.

“It's ereated a massive run-
off after rain storms, down
the slorm sewers that outlet
into small streams,” Mrs. Rol-
lings said. *These small mean-
dering streams have  bheen
there for years nol bothering
anybody, bul this run-off caus-
¢s all kinds of problems with
vrosion und pollution.'

“People have to have some
place 1o live, bul there has to
be & common sense ap-

F".' . w tl-lil »
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proach,”” she said. "There has
tu be a huppy medium between
saying no development at all
and going all out."

It was the fill regulations
whicli were introduced in 1973
that finally gave the authority
the chance fo bave its say
ahout what pgoes on in the
fInuiplain. The Gl regulations
say no one can “fill, construct
or aller a watercourse without
a permit from this authority.”

“The fill regulations give us
the right to make sure it's done
preperly the first lime a-
round,” Mrs. Rollings said.
The decisions on whether or
not o permit will be issved are
made by the executive com-
miitee of the autharity, with
technical advice from the
staff.

“1t's s1§ll a matier of judge-
ment for the executive, based
o advice from the engineering
staff and planning staflf, and
also fram people in the Minls-
iry if necessary,” Mrs. Rol-
lings said,

Rany people have guestion-
¢d the need [or the authority
over the years, Mrs, Reollings
saul.

"But alter that big storm in
Pennsylvania two or three
yvears ago, when they had all
that flosding, and it wasn't
even it big storm, people were
saying, ‘You know, it can

happen here®,"” she said,
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In the spring, the Credit River Ras & more  foedplaln. Halien Hills maysr Ple

violent nature, s was the case Lkle year, when
flooding pushed [arge blocks of jce ncreas the
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Fragmaryy
timsell a resldent In the floodplain st Norval,
surveys the damage.
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