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Hydro members

should be
freely elected

The jury's still out on the
Ern sed restructuring of Halton's
ydro system but at least one
aspect’of the plan being considered
is cause for concern.

Under a proposal currently
being considered by local govern-
ments as well as the provincial
government the number of bodles
serving Halton hydro users would
be reduced from seven to four.
Currently rural areas of Halton
Hills are directly served by Ontario
Hydro while six other hydro
commissions adminlster hydro in
the region's other areas.

It seems logical to reduce the
number of beodies charged with
administerin
Halton, as long as this move
towards efficiency does not lead to
the new bodies becoming distanced
. from hydro consumers.

There are many areas of the
proposed change still {o be con-
sidered but one idea currently
being bantied about {s the ap-
pointment rather than election of
members to the new hydro com-
missions.

It's an idea that should be

E.-:ragpedi

rovincial legislation gives
local municipalities the option of
appointing hydro commission
members or having them elected
at the same time as the annual
municipal elections.

- Despite some of Ontario
Hydro's actions in the past, the
utility is public and, theoretically
owned by the citizens of Ontario,
As such the management and

hydro service in.

managers of the utility should be
accountable to the public. A step
towards this accountability,
although it's no guarantee, i5 the
direct election of hydro com-
mission members, Certainly we'd
feel the public's interests are being
better served by hydro commission
members who have had to con-
vince volers to elect them tothe
commisslon rather than by
members who Eil&]{pl}' had toget the
okay from a handful of councillors,

One shouldn’t have to defend
the principal of elected public
officials,

Opponents of the direct elec-
tion of hydro commissioners may
argue that these elections do not
always arouse rabid public sen-
timent. While this is true and yes,
in some municipalities hydro
commissioners are.elected by
acclamation, atleast the voters are
ﬁhren the opportunity to have a

emocratic say in the selection of
hydro commissioners.

Certainly in a community like
Halton Hills 1t's safe to say hydro is
& highly contentious issue. We
wouldn't be surprised to see a
healthy number of hopefuls put
themselves forward for a com-
mission post if given the o

rtunity. And in places like North

ork, hydro interest is so high that
there are often four times the
number of candidates as com-
mission seats available with
thousands of voles cast.

Why not give Halton Hills

voters the chance to demonstratea

slmilarﬂ;r keen interest in hydro
business” '

Here’s hoping

council reverses

Coun, Jehn McDonald, a confirmed
supporter of the proposal was in

- It's our hope that as you read
this Halton Hills council has
already overturned a general
committee decision made last
‘week that would see a proposal for
-a local architecture preservation
committee go down to defeat for
‘the second time.

;. Committee voted by a narrow
-one yote margin last Monday night
to again throw out a proposal for
the creation of a Local Ar-
‘chitectural Conservation Advisory
‘Committee (LACAC).

- Chances are that council
overturned this declsion at last
night’s meeting which took place
after our deadline. While the
original decigion narrowly passed

Well-done
Ian Clark

. The Herald
‘congratulates runner Jan Clark,
honoured Monday night as the
‘Halton Hills athlete of the vear.

- A runner-up in Iast year's
- Athlete of the Year ballotting, Ian
.was again up a%uinut a tough fleld
this year, egpecially from runners-
‘up Kris Barber and Kevin Parker,
-two oulstanding figure skaters.

But Clark’'s many ac-
.complishments this year in cross-
‘country running were impossible to
‘ijgnore. The edyuung Georgelown
runner walked (ran) away from
‘the Canadian Junior Cross-Country
championship in Vancouver iast
:g&ar and then he went on to finish
Aifth in the World Junior Cross-
Country championships held in
Ireland in March.

Clark was competing against
‘runners from close to 200 countries
‘at the world chﬂmpiuushifa,
making his fifth place finish all the
more impressive.

Add to these accomplishments
the many regional and provincial
‘titles taken by Clark, and you have
a runner clearly deserving of the
title "‘Halton Athlete of the
Year.”

The award is co-sponsored by
- the Royal Bank and the Halton
. Hills Herald and local athletes of
the calibre of Clark, as well as all
' of thls year's nomlinees, makef us
proud to be part of the event.

heartily -

the chair for the meet and
therefore unable to vote. At the
same time neither George Maltby
nor Marilyn Serjeantson were at
the meeting and Coun. Serjeantson
at least could be considered likely
to vote for the plan,

- We've made it clear in the past
that we think the committee should
come into existance. One of the
main reasons for supporting the
planis that the LACAC would serve
a8 an advisory committee em-

ered simply to recommend
ildings that should be preserved
in town. Should a LACAC come Into
existance, Halton Hills will not find
itself saddled with a erful
oup of conservationist dictators.

nstead the town would be for-.

tunate to have a committee of
architectural and historical watch-
dogs whose job would be to alert
town council to butldings deserving
a2 place in this community's
heritage.

In opposing the gﬂrﬂlgusal Coun,
Roy Booth argued that the LACAC
would become ‘'just another
method for saying 'no’ to a
development proposal.”’

It's a little disturbing to hear
comments like this coming from
Coun. Booth considering he chairs
the Halton region’s plannlng
committee and Halton Hills
representative on the Niagara

- Escarpment Commission. This

remark, nlun% with other com-
ments made Coun. Booth in-
cluding those during the debate
about pylon signs on Guelph St.
make us wonder whether the
councillor really should be in a
planning capacity,

Surely NEC and the reglon's
planning committee are respon-
sible for ‘holding up' development
until it is determined whether or
not a proposal will be in the best
interests of the community. It
would seem this concept of
acrutinizing development goes
against " Coun. Booth's cal
grain, Could we have a eveluP-
ment wolf in a planner's sheep's
clothing?

Let's hope there were suf-
ficient numbers of council mem-
bers at last night's council meeting
who think CAC deserves
chance.
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They’re getting serious

as MPPs call each other liars

3y Derck
Nelson

Queen's Park Bureau
O the Herald

TORONTO—You could sense it In the
quietness of the members and in the
absenee of interjections and wisecracks,
This was serious.

MPP Bab Nixon {L-Brani-Oxford
Norfolk), former party leader, was de-
manding thaot MPP Eilia Marte! (NDP-
Sudbury East; withdraw from the recard
his charge that Nixen was a liar,

To the world ouiside it was o minor
malier - one politician accusing another of
lying. It happens all the Ume, doesn't it?

Nol tn the legislature. '

Standing rule 10 says no member can
charge another with “uttering a deliber-
ate falschood. ™ '

To accuse is not only o slur a

-member’s character, but breaches a-

necessary parliamentary assumption that
all MPPs are honorable gentlemen per-
(orming their duties [n a civilized manner,

Martel, in fact, apologized [or making
“everyone {cel uncomfortable™ because
he had “‘hroken the great rules this place
operittes by,” _

NET USUAL

Normally, when the Speaker draws
altention to a member’s breaking that
rule, the person in guestion retracts the
use of the offending ward.

Hut not this time, Martel maintaining
the (ruth was more impertant.

Nixon had accused the NDP {apd
Tories) of voling to postpone an ilem
before a lepislative committiee, which
stung an exasperated Mortel to interject
he was "ired of this guy's lies."

tActually, as in many political dis-
agreements, a reading of the record
indicales a case could be made for both

the Nixen and Martel views of what'

iranspired at the committeet,

Martel hung tough on his accusation,
even after Liberal warnings they weren't
taking the matter lightly, his last words
being that "I would prefer to be kicked out
every day than te withdraw.” :

CHANGE MIND

Yet exactly an hour later, while the
House was on another topic, he rose
briefly lo repeat that while Nixon's
commenis were “inaccurate and I think
wrong, out of consideration for all my
collcagues in the House 1 want to with-
draw the use of the word liar."”

Martel and Nixon are, along with

Conservative depiuy premier Bob Welch,

House Leaders for their respeclive par-
ties,

They are in charge of ordering the
day-today business of the legislature,
making sure things run as cfficiently as
possibile,

Usually i1 works quite well, but
usually one of the three isn't calling
another a liar.

Nixon warned publicly that it would
be “extremely difficult for us in this,
House o curry on with business as we
should" if the word wasn't 1aken back.

MONKEY WRENCH

And §f the work of the [egistalure
slowed down, thal could have thrown a
monkey wrench into ptans for a June 22
recess and the passoge beforehand of
impurtant [egislation such as rent control.

Re-inforcing the threat, Nixen appa-
rently told Welch privately he was re-
signing as Liberal House Leader, and the
implicatiuvn was plain no other Liberal
was likely to volunteer io work with
Martel either. '

That may have been the [ever Welch,
4 Superb pelitician, needed to convince
Martel, privately, to later withdraw the
waorld liar,

For a man of Martel's pride, that
musl have been hard, and does him credit,

Yet he should clearly understand his
posilion was wWrong.
glaringly obvious. If law-makers won't
obey their own rules, why should the:
peneral publie?

Appointment of defeated M
1s a controversial move

By Stewart
MacLeod

(llawa Bureuu
Of The Hernld
The fact that Robert Renc de Cotret is
our minister of industry, trade and
commerce, along with being minister of
state for economic development, may not
sendshock waves from one end of Canada
to the other, but the appointment scems to
be railling Otlawa.
With the possible exception of the
‘uproar over the promised relocation of our
embassy In Israel, the de Cotret promo-
tion was undoubtedly the most conlrover-
sinl development during Joe Clark's [irst

few days as prime minister, Apart from

de Cotret, and probably his immediate
famity, it isdiflicult te find anyone oulside
the Clark houschold who favors the
appeintment, '

The M-year-old economist eplercd
Parllament last October, after easily
winning the Ottawa Centre riding in o
byelection. To do this, he had merely to
knock off former Liberal cabinel minisier
Bryce Mackasey, who had parachuted
inte the constiluency from Montreal,
expecting Lo breeze back inte Parliament
on the basis of his past glories. Mackasey
ran an [neffectual campalgn, and de
Colret, who seems lo enjoy being billed s
"one of Canada's top economists”, be-
came a freshman MP.

FAST CLIMB

Prier to entering politics, de Cotret
had headed the Cenference Board in Cana-
da, an indepéndent economics-farecasting
organization that generzlly has o solid
reputation. In fact de Cotret had dabbled

Ineconomlc forecasting all over the place,,

including a stint as an advisor to {ormer
U.S. president Richard Nixon. Clark and

other Tories regarded his aequisiton as a
Ercal coup.

Unlike other new MPs, de Colret
never did occeupy a back row seat in 1he
Commeons. He entered the House just one
row behind Clark, while everyone around
him predicted he would likely become
finance minister in any Tory government,

Without being unkind, it would seem
fair to say that de Cotrel seldom rose
abave the ordinary during his brief stint in
the Commons. And his proposals for a
"stimulative deficit” did liltle to make life
easicr for fellow Torles during the election
campaign. It should also be pointed out
that a majority of Conservative MPs have
a healthy skepticism [or ¢conomists who
are long on theories and shert on hard-
headed busines experience. This skeptic-
ism goes right back to the Diefenbaker
era.

But as an elected MP, de Cotrel wos
given full rekn in cauces to expound his
economic viewpeints - which he did with
some relish,

POOR CAMPAIGN

Then came the general election. And
since de Cotrel had knocked off Mackasey
50 casily, and since his new opponent -
John Evans - was noted mainly for his
unfamiliarjty, it was assumed that a Tory
viclory was a mere formality. Even his
supporters acknowiedge that de Cotret
ran a lncklusire campaign, and as a resull

hie was soundly defeated.
Now there are all sorts of precedents

for appointing non-elected represenin-
tives to cabinet, bul it has invariably been
a stop-gap measure unlil the candidate
can be lested at the polls. Appointing
someane who haos just been rejecied by the
volers 15 quite another matter.

But Clark decided that ““the nutstand-
ing ability"' of de Cotret should rni be tost
to the government, So, he made him a
senater and gave him two major economic
parifolios, thus angering a large element
of the Ottawa electorate, notl to mention
all those Ontarioc MPs who considered
themselves highly eligible for a cabinet
appointment. As_a scnaler, de Cotret
won't cven be subjected to questioning in
the Commons,

And although Clark has indicated that
his econnmic whiz kid may later seek a
Commons secat, de Cotret is under ne
ebligsfion 1o leave the comfort of the
Senale where he can remain until he is 75
and accumulate wages of more than §1
million.

Not bad for a delealed candidate.

Instead of poing over the heads of
Olttawn Centre voters, [ think Clark would
have been betler advised to appolnt de
Cotre! to an economic posl in the prime
minister’s office, and let him eacn his way
inte cabinet by winning a subseguent
election. T suspect the country would
survive while we wailed.
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H-lton’s
History

From our files

VOTER'S LIST

THIRTY YEARS AGO — There are
close to 2,200 qualified volers in George-
town eligible to vote in next Monday's
¢lelction. the preliminary lists, prepared
and printed some weeks ago, list 2,152
names.

The overage temperatures on this
week’'s weather summary are both very
high. The maximum is twelve degrees
above normal for June, and the minimum
is 14 degrees above normal. The rain tried
hard to come several times, but only one
duay wos there ensugh to record, and that
was just one-hundredlh of an inch. The
AVCrage maximum temperature wos 85.71
degrees, while the average minimum was
63.57 degrees.

Geargetown cauncil was notified hy
the Onlario Pravineial Police headquart-
ers that the new conlract which will come
up in January wili be at a new scale of
rates. At present, the fown pays $1,750 per
man. Under new system, the town would
pavy 2,530 per man bul would receive a 25
per cent grant on those salaries as well as
nn mileage, telephone, and office supplies
Police chairman Davidson saijd this would
be an increase of §300 to $600 over the
presenl cost.

An advertisement from Hichardsons
Hordware: $5 buys a new CCM bicyele,
the perfect gift for passing exams.

UUEEMNS TELEGIRAM

TWENTY YEAHRS AGO — Appropria-
te ceremonies marked the end of a
$125 000 mortgage when shareholders of
North Halton Gell and Country Club
galhered for a party Saterday o mark
completion of the (ingl mortgage pay-
ment.

Greetings by telegram from Queen
Elizabeth and lellers [rom Prime Minister
Diefenbaker and MP Sandy [Desl were
received by Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Brandford
28 Queen Strect, when they celebrated
their 60th Wedding Anniversary Saturday.
AMr. Braniford and the foermer Elsie
Youngs were married in the little church
at Nepal in the Isle of Ely, Cambridge.
shive, which was Mr. Brandford's birth-
pliice. His wife comes from the neighbor-
ing village of Sutton.

If all goes well tor the Road Acres CAr
Club they will be holding polive-supervis-
edd. Birag races in the industrinl scetion of
the Delrex subdivision by the 15th of July,
il was announced on Sunday.

The Credit Valley Conservation Auth-
ority has fired another salvo in its fight to
halt “lhe needless slaughter™ ol trees
along roadsides and in new subdivisions.
At 115 regular mecting at the Terra Cotta
headguarters Thursday, the Authority
resolved to ask again that the Department
of Plonning and Development initinte
preventative legislation.

A familiar landmark is rapidiy disap-
pearing with the wrecking of the old high
school which since the 1880°s has been an
impressive part of the highway scene,
Losiraceo Conslruction, which has the
coniract for buoilding the large addition
which will replace the building, is in the
midst of demolition operations.

Two new rooms recently added to the
Glen Williams home of Norm Logan were

gutted by fire carly Tuesday alternoon.

Bamage cstimated al close (o F2.000
resulied from the blaze which fire chief
Jack Harlow belleves started from a
family electrical appliance in the Ritchen.

COPPER CABLE TUEFT
TEN YEARS AGO — Ontario Hydro is

- offering a substantial reward in connect-

ion with theft of an nmount of copper cable
from its distribution cenire in north of
Georgetown, A 1,500 pound reel of this
viluable material has been taken from the
centre ot 22 Sideroad and the Bth Line.

Drivers who have long objected to the
30-mile-an-hour speed limit on Highway 7
will soon have some relief. On Monday
council took acliion which will lead to a
40-mile Jimit from near Mountainview
Road to the cast Jlimits,

The proposed $1 hillion fuluristic city
near Norvai got one step Inrther last week
as planning board gave approval for
preliminary discussions. The plan was
unveiled aMay 12 at a Chinguicousy
councll mecting by owners of the 2,200
acre site. A self-supporting town housing
47,000 peaple will be established in the
woestern sector if final approval is given,

A Georgetown youth was treated for
lacerations to his nose and face, a broken
jaw and injured left hand at South Pec|
Hospital Saturday after falling from a
moving train near Streetsville. The youth,
aged 17, and two {riends, also visiling
from Georgetown, were visiling a friend
in Streetyville when they decided to boapd
a {rain slopped at the Streelsville siding.

A total of 375 dogs and 125 cats were
innoculated with anti-rabjes serum
at the [ree rables clinic held Wednesday in
the municipal garage on Maple Avenue
East. .
With Mayor Emmerson in opposition
counclt on Menday secld a parcel of la
[ronting on Princess Ann Drive for $40,000,
The purchaser, Eden Mills Enterprises,
already owns land behind this and wanted
to ncquire the property so it would have
frontage on the street for a future
subdivision. _ .

Georgetown was one of the eight cities
and towns in the orea served by the
Hamilton Auto Club, (Halton, Brant,
Haldimand and Wentwarth countles) Lo be
henored by the Canadinn Autoemabile
Association for their achievemenis in the
ficld of pedesirian safcty. Georgetown
received a Specinl Citation award for lis
pedestrian casualty record in the divislon
for towns between 10,000 and 25,000 in
population.

SCALLEN FOUND GUILTY

ONE YEAR AGO — Denis Edward
Scallen, who turns 58 on Friday was found
gullty of all three counis of (raud following
10 hours of deliberation by a 12-member
jury at Milton county court. The decision
ended a complicated nine-day trial before
Judge Atan Sprague during which Mr,
Scallen defended his valldity as a Roman
Catholic Priest and his religious activities
at an RRi Limchouse, industrinl shed
where he continues to supervise a
monastic order known as the Benediclines
of Mary Immaculate,

Halton Hills council kas agreed to o

library board request to see if thére s any
town-owned land for a new Lbrary
bullding in Georgetown. And if there i3 5
site, would the town deed it to the Ubrary
board? Trustee Douglas Magwood asked
council Monday night.
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