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x-entertainer tells hopefuls to start

By MAGGIE HANNAR
Herald staff writer .
..Scores of young people look
al show buslness as one of
those great professions they
would just love to get into.
Many others hope to parlay a
modicum of talenl into &
glamorous career. George-
town's Biill McKeown knows
ihe whole reute and has My
negative things to say about
ghow business although he
pould never advise anyone
against it if show business is

thelr heart's desire.

Mr. McKeoawn was o middle
¢f the road singer and band-
leader for close to five years.
He tells young people wanting
Lo go into show business Lo do it
early and get it over with. It's
a young person's profession.
They 't never stand the pace if
they Iry to start at 30 or over,
he warns.

“The basic difference bet-
ween me and the olher peaple
in the music industry was that
[ wasn't weird enough,” he
says. "'l was o nice guy and
nice guys finish last. They get
eaten wlive. | didn't beleng in
the industry™,

“While the really great stars
he had the chance to meet like
Bob Hope and Johnny Cash
were terrific with o develion to
their family and interest in the
weorld in general such as most
people have, the middle of the
read musicians “marry the
[mssness first and others sec-
prel,” M. MeKeown says. The
niusic business was the whole
world te the musicians he
klew and nothing else ever
ratiered to them.

DAY EEIL.L.

He was Guelph's New Year's
baby for 1949 “and I've been
g dawn hill ever since,'" he
quips.

Hegrew upona farm in Erin
lownship just north of Acton
amd started kindergarien at
Acton’s Hobert Littie Publie
Schoul beeause his father was
leaching there. He switched
beck 10 S.5.8 Erin for grades
ane to fotr (he skipped grade
V. When his younger sister
Larled (rrade 1 and his mother

feturned o tnn-:-huﬁng Bilt, -

Jo-Anne and Donna all attend-

ed Glen Williams Public

school because their father
wis the school's principal.

= He atlended  Georgetown

high =chvwl and has fond

femueries of portraying J.L.

Lambert in p play the students

staged when Mr. Lambert

retired as the school's princip-

&1, School wasn't quite as great

bs a teacher's child is suppos-
¢ to think it is, however, and
e chuckles as he remembers

Puw much trouble he got into

here,

*“l don't know how my

parents ever pul up with me

when I was in high schoel,” he

Aadmits.

t The fact that he began school
year early because of where
is birthday fell and then

ﬂ:tppcd a grade on top of it
aves im saying he was loo

Young Lo fit with his classmat-

. €5 In high school,
s He failed Grade 12 and then:

hever completed his year when
he went to repeat It. That

tdn’t stop him from tackling
E"m journalism course at Sher-
cdan College in Oakville the
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HIl McKeawn poses with one of the fashier trucks on the
Gicorgetown Chesyler lot. After four ¥ears with the company he
has nathing but good things to say about selllng cars although he

“year the eoliepge opened.

“T lied my way into the
sehool,” he grins. 1 told them
I hnd my Grade 12 which 1
didn’t, and [ told them 1 was 18
which I wasn't. By the time
they found out, though, T had
written my Christmas exams
and 1 had the third highest
mark in the school so they let
me stay.”

M was one of his Sheridan
instructors, Ron Martin, who
got him deeply inlerested in
show business and he never
returned for the second year ot
Sheridan.

He had grade six piano,

grade twatheory and harmony

and sung. Maost af his work was
middle ol the road rock bul he
had a shost stint with countey
music while he was with the
Tommy Hunter show.

His professional career bep-
an n September 1968 when he
was “discovered™ by zn adv-
ertlsing agency, while he was
working with a band a! the
Canadian National Exhibition.

He did 2 lot of commercials
that fall. He also did a televisi-
on special with Debbi Lori
Khaye aired in late December,
He was alse among the 3,000
young people who audjtioned
for the Canadian Broadcasting
Company's ill-fated Good
Coempany. Eight men and eight
women were finzlly chosen
and he was ooe of them. From
Seplember to the early spring
of the following year they
studied acting, dancing and
singing. When the show was
finally aired “it stunk™, Mr.
McKeown says.

He was glad to acecept an
offer {rom Tommy Hunter to
#go on the road with his show
for the summer as an opening
act and also the master of
ceremoniés (or the show. Ag-
ain he worked with Debbi Lori

Kaye. He loved the people on
that show and considers ihat

a5 part of the good memories

of his entertainment careor,
He went back to television

commereinls and small CBC

1 ",

e eyt

productions and in December
19G3, he started pulting a band
together to go on the road with
Debbi Lori Kaye. He and
Debbi married in May and
opened with the band at Charl-
ottetown in June 1970, :

adnts he never trusted a car salesman when he was in the music
Industry belween 1968 and 1973,

(Herald photo)

During the ensuing two
vears he and his wife took o
lounge aet all across Canadn
and the United States as well
as touring’ Canadian Armed
Forces bases in Conada and
overseds. They were at Osaka,

Summer school
opens July 3

Wilh the dust barely settled
un their textbooks, some 1,000
e 1600 Hallon siudents are
cxpected fo be back in the
classroom starting July 3.

That's the number the }al-
ton board of education expeets
for ils summer school pro-
pran.

Half are expected (o enrol in
new credil programs taughl
[ur four hours g day; the
remainder will be trying lo

muke up credits, for their last .

srade.

‘The board expects 17 schools
ta be involved in the program -
depending on enrolment. A-
nrang them will be Centennial,
Stewarllown and W.I. Dick
public schools and McKenzie-
Smith middle schoel.

Closses run from July 3 to

Aug. 10

Siudies will include “‘core™”

subjects required by the minis-
Iry of educatijon: Grade 9 and
10 English, mathematics, Ca-

nadian hislory. Canadinn geo-
graphy. seience, and Grade 13

and 12 English. Other subjects «

in¢lude French, biology, chem-
istry, physics and most Grade
13 subjegts.

A driver educalion course,
1yping, auditing, and a course
teaching English as a second
language are also being offer-
el

Each vear, a number aof
adulls  regisier in summer
schon! eourses, cither acade-
mic or geacral inlerest,

Secondary siudents are re-
quired to regisler al their
hame school, Adulls are invit-
ed tocall the continuing educa-
lion office at B78-8451 for addi-
linnal information and regis-
iration delails.

High quality, educational
toys & children’s books
at competitive prices

means ...

TOY MAGIC

Mountainwew Road & No. 7 Highway

B77-8800

"CEDAR GROVE GARDEN
CENTRE

Fathers Day Specials

Flowers |

Shrubs

Japan for the Winter Qlympics
in 197, They did a certain
amuount of lelevisinn work p=
extrus in sume of the Many
Others shows.

Financiai disaster und mare-
lage break up both struck in
1972 and Mr. McKeown says
the decree giving him custody
of his infam son. Richy, must
have been one of the first ever
1o gothrough the Halton courts
10 give a [ather cusiody of a
child His'parents took his son
and he went back to work
doing o lounge acl on his own.
He also had a throat operation
thal year for polyps. It is one of
the hazards of the job, he says,
and comes from singing in
smoky bars,

He gul & big break the next

year and was the headliner for
Kinndike Days in Edmanton
which was the best job in
Canada that yeur,

He carned “ten grand” for
Klondike Days and never saw
o penny of it, His manager got
it alt und he didn’l even windup
with a ticket home.

NOTFIRST

Thal wasn't the first such
theident, unfortunately. Bet-
ween 1963 and 1973 he says his
manager robbed him blind.
They callecled the moncy for
the work and then just disap-
peared. Reporting them to the
police wasn't much belp. They
were never found

Saul Holiff from London was
probably the only good mana-
ger he ever mel, he says. He
manages Johnny Cash and
members of the Tommy Hunt-
er Show amaong others and was
the only one of his kind whom
Mr. McKeown found (o be
totatly honest, stroight and
trustworthy. Having no friends
or relalives with show business
experience he had no one to
guide him or point cut the sort
of pitfalls to aveid.

Money was prebably the
worst problem because alt-
hough he and his wife paid
income tax on $100,000 in 1970,
inside two years he was broke.

He was unpaid again after
fanding the biggest job in
Cannda in August 1973, A
manth later when he finished
workKing tn a cleb in the east
end of Toronto he decided he
had had enough of it. The
manager handed him a cheque
for two weeks work as he was
supposed te and Mr, McKeown
handed him a cheque for half
his wages since it was expect-
ed af him. That was Saturday
night Monday he went to the
bank, cancelled payment on
the cheque and left the music
industry permanently,

He came back to George-
town and begon shingling hou-
ses for CMC Roofing until
November. Then he became a
salesman {or a computer com-
pany In Toronto. After four
maonths he and the company's
vice-president set up their own
company, Key-Tech Data Ser-
vice at Adelaide and Yonge in
Toronto. He soid out his half of
the business in January 1975
and manages not to look sour

when he tells how the company
has grown 1o having divisions
in Toronto and Maontreal and
grossed a six-figure income
last year.

He invested his copitn] for
the computer business ip a
restaurant at Sauble Reach in
late Janua bul the deal
never ¢ . He found out
later that the owner, a middle-
aged women, had already sold
it four times. It dida't matter,
He had lost his investment.

CAR SALESMAN

in May he saw an advertise-
ment for a car salesman at
Georgetown Chrysler, He also
necded a car, Although he was
working in Toronlo he decided

‘to make one visit serve two

purposcs and grins aboul how
he has never looked back. Now

he is flet lense ond assistant
sales manager for the com-
pany and gets to drive a car he
can't afford, warks near hame
and derives satisfaction from
knowing he must be doing
something right with his custo-
mers since they come back

again and again when they
need cars. Not bad for 8 man
who declares he never trusted
u car salesman even though he
bought 14 vehicles duripg his
five years in the music busi-
ness,

Mr. McKeown married his
present wile, Jan, in 1976, and

eérly

they now have a daughter, Lea

Anne, Lo keep Richy company.

He says he enjo ﬂlm

hunting, photography, t

and snowmobling although fis-

hing has to be his real sideline.
“You can't fish and worry

ard there's no lelephones be-
gide a stream,* he grins,

Although he'll always look
al his music days with fon-

‘dness he has reservations

about just how successful he
Was.

ENJOYSFISHING

"It always left you feeling
empty,"” he says. ““There's no
measure for success in the
business. You realize you can't
please everyone and you have
tuIPe able to live with your-
sell.”

“Get show business out of
your system so you can get on
with living alter it's over.
Music really ages you physle-
ally, emotionally and ment-
ally. 1t's a tremendous strain.
Absoluiely the roughest indus-
iry you can get into and unless
you're young you can’t stand
the pace,” he says.

“If you don't have a vice
going into 1 you will have
before you leave, Tt will find
you - either a physical or an
emotional ¢cruteh,”

He grins as he reallzes how
philasophical he has become.
"I think 'm very well adjusted
for what I've come through.”

HAIRSTYLIST
IS FOR
EVERYONE!

Long & Short
Halrcuts Too |

*

Professionally Done Modern
Styles At Reasonable Prices

JOSEPH'S
877-0322

MOORE PARK PLAZA

Tugs. - Wed, -5ab.: 9:00-4:00

Fridays: 9:00 - 8:00

Thurs.: 9:00-7:00

CLOSED MONDAYS

TOWN OF HALTON HILLS

JeMAINST SOUTH
HALTON HILLS IGEORGE TOWN

- PREVENT FIRES.

i 877-5185
FIRE DEPARTMENT URGES YOU:

—CLEAN UP YOUR HOUSE AND

—CHECK YOUR HEATING EQUIPMENT
BEFORE COLD WEATHER ARRIVES.
—MINIMIZE FIRE HAZARDS,

—PLAN AND PRACTICE AN ESCAPE

ROUTE.

—PROVIDE EARLY WARNING FIRE
DETECTION EQUIPMENT.

Anniversary Dialogue:
Dear TOSHIBA Dealer:

This year our company celebrates its 10th an-
niversary in Canada and in less than ten years, our
annual sales now exceed $50 million.

One of the foundations of ocur strength today Is that
back in 1969 we set forth to develop the strongest In-
dependent dealer network in our industry and it Is very
gratifying to know that today better than 85 per cent of
our annual sales come from you.

RESPONSE:

Sincerely,
M. J. Strachan

Senior Vice-President

Do you mean Mr. Strachan that by keeping your
products out of chain stores for the most part — you
have been able to keep your prices stable — give longer
warranties — improved quality of performance?

Who would believe that — well — people who

buy groceries, lumber, steel, etc.

lvy, Geranium & Impatience
Hanging Baskets for
shody or sunny areas

Ceramic Plonters,
Gift items & Supphies.
Fire Steps & Greenhouses
'FOR DAD
Unistones 99 cents

Hwy. 7 at Siver Creek

T VSR L
New shipment of 20" Blackstripe TV's have jusf
arrived in from TOSHIBA of CANADA.
They’re now made in North Americall

~RYDER'S TV -

LOTS OF FREE PARKING —— MO CREDIT CARDS

IN MOORE PARK PLAZA PHONE 877-9796

roy, Teresa Thompsen and Janet Cummings.
Centre row: Julie Hannah, A12le Kavanagh,
and Helen Blllk, Front row: .ee Bleadell.

. Filth Georgetown Girl Guides recelving
* thelr Chalienge Badges at the Mother-Daugh- .
ter Bangued Iast week were: back row from
tke lelt, Carolioe Bjerkelund, Cherie McEl-




