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: Ex-chief’s

mission is up to.

Last week it was announced
that the force’s controversial chief,
Ken Skerrett was resigning from
- the force and being replaced by
- James Harding who had been a
. Deputy Chief with the force for

aboul three weeks,

_However, Mr. Skerrett is onl
resigning from his duties as chief,
not from his $40,000 a year salary.

Despite the fact that the force
headed by Chief Skerrett has been

- one of the most controversy-ridden
- in Ontario with much of this blame

being laid squarely on the
shoulders of the senior officers in
the force, including Skerrett, the
ex-chief will now draw his healthy
salary as a consultant with the
force. His job, although loosely
defined, appears to be to help re-

| organize the troubled force,

It makes little sense to us to
have the man who was in charge
while the problems developed now
serve in an advisory capacity to
hel ¢liminate these same
problems,

- new position
wastes money

We have to woender whal the
Halton Regional Police Com-

home although he will have still

have a desk in the force’s Qakville

office.

We suspect
mission was not happy with the ox-
chief’'s work, that would make

sense considering the criticism

Halton’s police force has been
subject to..Bul with the force's
founding chief only 18 months away
from retirement, it seemed unfair
to simply ask for his resignation.
On the other hand, changes had to
be made to get the force back on its
feet. So the commission have
chosen the expensive option of
maintaining the ex-chief on his old
salary but without his previous
responsibilities. '

It's not a very honest seolution
to the problem. If the commission
was concerned about the ex-chief's

the police com-

future, why did they nol simply
vote lo grant him early retirement
nsion. He would be taken
care of in an honorable fashion, but
would have
Halton tax-
payers would be spending a little

at full

the force’s credibilit
remained intact an

less money.

Advocates of bomb disman-

- ~-The force appeared headed in
. the right direction when an oulside
' tant was brought in by the

cons
Ontario Police Commission to help

tling equipment for the force must
cringe when they heard about the
ex-chief’s hefty salary. They have
been forced to come to the com-
misston hat in hand for the less

- will genera
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solve the force's many problems.

- The credibility of Mr.
Skerreil's appointment suffers a

bit with the fact that the ex-chief

will no longer have an office at
police hea ?uarters. Instead he
lly operate [rom his

than $2000 necessary for anti-bomb
equipment yet, at the same time,

the police commission are willing

to put their ex-chief out to pasture
at a cost of $40,000 per year.

It doesn’t sound
res
dollars.

Mayor is realistic

You have to give Halton Hills

. Mayor Pete Pomeroy credit, he's a

realist,

At last week's regional council
meeting, final approval was given

- to the 1979 capital budget. One of

the thornier ilems on the budget
was a $2.3 million allocation for the
urchase of yet to be specified

Andustrial land in the region.

Based on previous discussions
at the region of land banking, it
seems a safe bet that this $2.3
million will be used for buying land
in the Burlington and Qakville
areas.

Calling a spade a spade, Mayor
Pomeroy more or less told coun-
cillors from those populous centers
to our south, that he would support
the allocation but he hoped his vote
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equalized sewar surc

with budget vote

would be remembered when it
comes lime to vote on an equalized
sewar surcharge for the region,

Right now Halton Hills tax-

payers are being hit with a a sewar.

surcharge by Halton for work done
on the local system. The mayor
wants to see this surcharge lifted
as 500n as possible, in keeping with
the same type of thinking that has
led to an equalized water rate for
Halton.

On the two issues the interests
of the north and south parts of the
region are clearly different. Ob-
viously Halton Hills has little to
gain directly by the purchase of
industrial land in the south while
Oakville and Burlington won't gain
if their taxes are used to help
subsidize the lifting of the sewar
surcharge in the north.

Of course, it's not supposed to
happen that way. The region is
supposed to be one homogenous
unit with common interests
throughout. But in an area as
large as Halton, with such diverse
population makeup, it doesn't
always work that way.

In talking ‘deals’ with the
southern councillors, Mayor

Pomeroy is simply accepting this -

reality. Whether Burlington Mayor
Bird officially condones the Halten
Hills mayor's, thinking on this or
not, it makes sense to remind our
southern co-members of the region
when Halton Hills councillors help
them get what they need.

We're not saying our regional
councillors should sell their vote to
the highest bidder and trade off
their votes for future favors. But it
does make sense to do as the Mayor
has done and remind the
Burlington-Oakville councillors
when Halton Hills representatives
are willing to bite the bullet and
vote strictly for the benefit of the
south.

Let's hope they remember this
when it comes time turg*ute for the

rges.

: like a
nsible way to spend our tax
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Fun times in Ottawa

{ittuwa Burean
(M The Herald
While the transfer of power may be a

seriis, or sombre, business for Joe
Clark, Pierre Trudeaw and their assorted
pllicials, these are marvellous days 1o be
on Lhe fringes of efficinl Ollawa, looking in
from the outside.

There hasn't been such a carnival-like
atmosphere around Parlinment Hill since
the great centennial birthday bash ol 1967,
And the Tael that no one seems 1o know
exactly what's happening only adds to the
enjoymenl. :

Ottawa may be accustomed 1o chang-
ing-of-the-board ceremonies, but chang-
ing-of-the-government displays are some-
thing else. Most of the spectators have
changed themselves since the last display
in 133, and thal was a relatively minar
show. singe the Conservatlives had been in
power for only six years at the time. It was
acase of the Liberals assuming what they
considered to be their rightful pluce.

Probably many of the Torics felt the
same way aboul relurning o oppoesition.

But this s a full-scale egremany,
offering something for evervone.

For those with a sadistic streak. there

are the squirming mandarins, trying to
Inek unconcerned as the incoming Tories
siy funny things about their futures. Most
have served so long under Liberal
masiers they don’l know quite how (o
behave these days,
SECRETSMILES

For those who enjoy unbridled gaiety,
it"s worth watehing the secretaries of Tory
MPs who have maoved into the cabinet. All
seeTetaries obviously want to work for a
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during the transfer of power

staped by those Tory MPs who wanted to
convinee everyone Lhey didn't expect a
cabnet appointment in the first place,
“I'd be 1he most surprised man in Ottawa
i 1 were appointedm’ said one, s he
drank his sixth cup of coffee in a
parliameniary cafeteria. | haven't
thoueht about il

Later, in an unguarded moement, he .

said that *If 1 don't get something good
oul of this (cabinet formation) [ am taking

cabinet minister, with the various perks of « the whole bloedy summer off,”

wlfice, meluding world 1ravel.

For those preferring humor, there
were over-cager cabinet hopefuls, who
kepl letling the press about their availabil-
ity lo serve,

One of these was Senator Claude
Wagner who, during the election campai-
gn. aided the Conservative cause by
cffering the view that only ene or two
Taries would be clected in Quebec, This
accurred while Clark was desperately
iryingg to convince cveryvene that the

figure might be closer 1o 60. Anyway..
despite this little variance, Wagner wani--

ed to make it clear he was free 1o serve.

“No kidding,” said a Clark alde.
Fromthe tone, I guessed then that Wagner
wouldn't make it this time.

Ilown the street from Pecliament Hill,
reporiers and photographers clustered
around Joe Clark’s office, trying 1o build a
cabinet from the line-up of visitors. It was

greal fun while it lasted, but at the end of -

one day, the cabinet would seem to consist
of maverick MP Tom Cossilt, defeated
MY Jeian Piggolt, two Mounties and o
L.iberal messenger,
NOEXPECTATIONS
Another great sideshow was being

That's more like it.

“Hey.” said a secretary as he tried to
squeere in with the latest Lransition story,
"You should have seen the look on Jim
Coult’s face the's Trudeau's principle
seeretary) as he looked al his new office
space in the opposition office. /My God, it
was fun watching the agony."

An aide to a Liberal MP had a
dilterent agony story, “How can | get any
work dene when Tory secretaries keep
coming in with measuring tapes 1o check
otit our office?”

All of Parliament Hill is in gloricus
turmail. And even the accommodation
problem can't be settled until the parties
appoint new whips. There are nearly 300
ministerial employees who could be
unemployed wilth the departure of the
Liberals, and there seem to be twice that

number of Tory sympuathizers waiting for -

offers.

You can spo! the Liberal employees
who would be willing to switch. They have
a stondard opener: “Although | was
technically employed by the Liberals 1
have never been o party man and always
[elt we needed o change.™

Ho, ho, ho. These are truly fun times.

Attacking Ontario Hydro

By Derck
Nelson

ueen's Park Burenu
{(H The Herald

TORONTO — [t's hard Lo tel] whether
biberal teader Stuart Smith is winning
any  pelitical brownie points with the
pencral public for his day-1o-day hammer-
ing away al Ontarie Hydro,

But even il he's not, and the complex-
iy of the subjects he's tackling probably
turns people off, the affair of the broken
boilers is [ascinating,

The monulactiurers, HBabcock and
Wilcox, were awarded the contract to
supply boilers for Pickening B nuclear
station, only during a heat treatment
process Lhe tubing was crimped.

Repairs will cost $35 miltion.

To find out whit happened, and why,
and who should pay for it, the Liberals
have had Ontario Hydro's annual report

. referred to o legislative committee,

Headlines or nol, this is the nitty-grit-
ty stuff which sensible opposition parties
have to dig away at.

WAY HEHIND

H's nol what you say. It is the way you
say 11,

Community and Social Services Minj-
ster Keith Norton stirred up a furor by
suggesting men delinquent in their child
support payments should be sent alf to
work camps in northern Ontario.

Family court figures show $32.9
miltion in arrears and still growing.

worton obvigusly wanled to draw
altention to the problem which his work
camp idea certainly did, drawing page
onc beadhines, :

Just catting such men irrespoensible
in Lhe usual mild Norlon way (“figurative-
|y speaking, they should be banished from,
society 'y wouldn't have drawn any notice.

Semetimes a little byperbole can be
good thing.

ot believing everything you read in
the newspapers is such wise old advice it
has become a cliche.

But it needs re-stating every now and
then.

Two newspapers used a quote suppos-
edly taken [rom a letter Premier William
Davis sent the head of the transit union in
Toranto, :

Relerring lo the idea of legislating the
drivers back to work if they went on
strike, il said "1 dan’t like to intervene in
the free colleetive bargaiming process, but

is complex but necessary

il the public of Toronto is inconvenienced 1
have no choice but to act.™

NOT TRUE

[ first heard the quote while sifting on
a bus as two drivers discussed it, and was
meore amazed by it than anyihing.

If there is one thing Bill Davis doesn't
do, it is make biunt statements like that in
touchy situations where negotiations are
still going on,

The premier has made a career of
blurring the sharp edges of coniroversy.

In fact, no such quote existed In Davis’
letter, which contained nothing more than
his usual let’s-work-it-all-out-together opt-
imism.

Iut the bus drivers took it as gospel,
The power of the press to invent is a liltle
{rightening.

Halton’s

History

From our files

OILWORKER INJURED
THIRTY YEARS AGO--Mr. and Mrs.
Marnin Cummins received word that their
san, Witham. who is employed with an oii
firtn o Bahrein, Arabia, on the Persian
Ceulf, bud been badly burned in an ether
vxplosion The (wmily are anxiously a-
wanhimg further word and his friends In
tawn are hopelul thal his injuries are not
vy sermus. Mro Cummins spent some
fime e inwn lust summer while on
vacahion and on his return to the Middle
Eas marrnied a French girl in France.

On Sunday in 51, Alban's Church of
England, Glen Williams, Alan Williamson
Young. son of Mr, and Mrs. J.L. Young,
was chnstened by his great-grandfather,
lHev, 5ALF, Boutrne of Torontn. The baby
waore 1he chrislening robe of his great-
prandmather’s Gimily,

The Booster Party in the park on
Friday nighl was a greal sueeess. It was
spansored by 1he Lions Club to raise funds
to send the Girls Pipe Band to the Lions
Convention i New York Cily in July and
while final figures have nol been tallied it
wauld appear a sizeable surplus will be
available for other Lions activities such as
the Siay al Home Camp.

FIRE KILLSWORKENR
TWENTY YEARS AGO-An accident in
the boiler room of Provineial Mill proved
fatal 10 une of the mill's -empleyees,
George Kaovacs, of 61 John Street E. Mr.
Rovaes was laken to Guelph General
Hospital after flames Trom combusting
gases burned him about the head and
chest'while he was tending & furnace. He
thed early Monday morning.

The annual London-te-Brighton tour,
4 nuirathon mude yearly by the antigue
cars af the Vintage Car Club of Canada,
will pass throuph Georgetown Lhis yvear
and interested localities will be able to
inspect some of e aged automebiles
when they make a brief stop at Chuck
Tyler’s BA station on Guelph Streel al the
vastern lown limits,
From the ¢eolumn ""Controversial Cor-
ner”. by lan Cass: Recent information
from the Uniled Stales has revealed a
horrilying development in the current
Irend towards edueation. In Hochester,
buys were given a course in homemaking.
In Calilornix, sludents were given school
eredits for working in a supermarket in
Muryland, a course in dry-cleaning may
he laken o1 one of the schools. Another
~ew York schowl is proud of the fact that i
has five gymnasiums, o retail store and a
vlassroom develed to "living'"--whatever
that may be. In Canada, we cannot avoid
the influence of progress or degeneration
which takes place south of the border.
How far off the rails have we gone in the
same direction? :
From the Herald classifieds; "Cam-
pletely furpished, just move in and enjoy
this Ihree-bedroom brick bungalow, re-
creation room, storms, decerated, {enced
and sodded, near Harrison School. $58

CONE clarifies

Recent news reports that the vudeiwne
on ine Niagari Escarpment and ratlepay-
er groups  have united Lo fight the
Escarpment Commission have been cons.
iderably exaprerated, according to Mrs,
Lyn dacdillan. Chairman of CONE. Mrs.
MacMillun poinis out that while the CONE
charter fovours [air trealment of landow-
aers, it alse siressed support for sirong
protective measures and public appreciat-
ion of Escarpment resources.

"¥Wmle our meetings hove been cordial
and productive, and we can (ind ngree-
ment in many arcas, CONE has not called
for rescinding the Niagara Escarpment
Planning and Development Act, ner for
the demise of the Niagara Escarpment
Commission before a plan is produced.
such decisions on our part would be
premaiure, before full discussions with
lhe CONE  Executive and member
roups.” :

Fram the ongoing discussions with
NECRA and NENRA, CONE identifies
several major points on which agreement
seems probable: “First, the pressing need
for adequate government funding to
complete acquisition of key areas along
the Escarpment. Second, the desirability
of a return to local cantrol to Implement
whatever Escarpment plan is produced,
Third, the need Lo consider the social and
cconomic cffects of the Escarpment plan
on landowners and municipalities, And
fourth, that public access to privale land
musi be tatally at the discretion of the
landowner."'

“We have been impressed by the
genuine concerns of the ralepayer groups
and their willingness to senrch for
acceptable solutions,' says Dr. Duncan
MeEwen, CONE Vice-chairman.

For more information contact: Mrs.
Lyn MacMilfan - 485-5821 or Mr. Ron Reid
= HH4-B41%. B

montlily plus taxes," -

A building fund and stewardship,
canvass for 5t. George's Anglican Church
will be launched Thursday at a dinner to
which all members of the parish have
been invited. The dinner will take place in
Knox Church Hall, The church has engag-
cit Melhods Association for Church Fi-
nance to supervise the canvass which is
designed to raise funds for & new parish
hall.

EYE-CATCHING HOUSE

TEN YEAHS AGO-An experimental
house ol the carner of Edward and Byron
Strecls has caught the eye of many a-
passerby, with its unusual construetion.
The house is being built by General
Concrele Lid., as an experiment. It is new
iype of consiruction, of pre-stressed con-
crete, with oulside and inside dividing
walls all made of concrele,

Halton East MPP James Snow said he
canno! {ully accept the decision to *“go
slow on the new GO service” because of
development that |s shaping up in the
‘north part of Halton and Peel Countles.
Two weeks ago, & Robarts report ocutlined
a series of new north-south GO lines but
said it would be premature at this time to
consider putting these in service because
of heavy capilal and operating cosls.

Texnco announced it will bulld a $100
mtllion refinery in Halton Counly. The
refinery, one of Lhe biggest in Ontario, will
be buill on the major sectien of a 720-acre
Iract of land north of the Queen Elizobeth
Way in Burlington. It would be three times
larger 1than British Petroleumn or Shell Ol
refinerics now in the south end of the
counly.

Ontario Premier John Robarts named,
backbencher George Kerr, 45, of Halton
West riding, to a key cabinct post
Thursday and in doing so (ulfilled a
promise he made during the election
campaign. During the campaign, Robarts
pramlsed a Holton palitical rally, “If you
send George Kerr lo Queen's Park, he will
have a place in the cablnet.”

FUND-RAISING QUERIED

ONE YEAR AGO--The high cost of replac--
ing n stone which has fallen out of the old
Actén town hall prompted finance com-
mitlee loask members of Acton's Save the
Town Hall committee for a progress
repor! on how well their fund-raising is
prececding. Estimates of $300 to $1,000
were offered flor replacing & large stone
which has fallen out of the face of the old,
town hall and remortaring the exlsting
hrick work around it,

Given sufficient interest and support
from the general public and Georgelown's
ather service clubs, the Georgetown Ro-
tary Club hoped to approach council by
September with plans for a cultural centre
for the performing arts in Halton Hills,
The club had no intention of undertaking
the project alone, sald commitiee chalr-
man Rex Heslop.

The facl that planning bodies ignore
their viewpoint was one of the major
cancerns voiced by these present al the
rural development workshop in Milton
Saturday. "I don’t know it what theysay s
true,'" says Bill Tom, vice-principal at
Georgetown District Hagh Schoel. “What
concerns me is the fact that the feeling
exists."”

CN Railway is planning to close
the passenger ngency at the Georgetown
stalion but the company has no immediate

plans to tear down the building. Mike
Maltthews, .a spokesman for CN, said
before nny decision is made to tear down
the station, several ajjenciesland authord-
fies will be consulied. :




