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First Karate tournament a big success

The Canadian Kasrate Int-
ernationals held at

Saturday, were a huge Euc-
cess from both a compelitive
and spectator point of view.

-Teurnament director Bill
Pickells said that approxim-
ately 350 competltors, from
throughout Canada and the
United States, competed and
about the same number of
spectators were there to
walch the action. One third of
the competitors were from
the United Stotes,

“Fora first-time held tour-
nament il was a big
success,” Pickells said, "It i
unuseal to have such a big
turnout at a tournament
being held for the first time.”

The biggest action of
Course was in the black belt
Kumite (sparring) division.

Some of North America’s

best fighters were on hand to
try and claim the free week's
trip to Florida which went to
lhe winner of the division,
The winner is also automoti-
cally seeded in the Unijted
states Open in St. Petersburg
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Many of the [nns were
anticipaling a final featuring
Tokie Hill and Keith Vataii.
Both of the competitors have
won major events,

NUMBER ONE

At present Vitall is the .

number one rated fighter in
the United States. Hill is the
reigning all-Japan champion
and captain of the [United
States Karale team,

The two have never mel in
combat before although both
have been travelling to tour-
noments Lhroughout the
world. A clash between the
two “top-notch competitors
would have been a classic.

However, the match was
not to e as both Hill and
Vitali were eliminated in the
first round of the nine-man
linal.

Hill was the first to fight
and his foe was Bon James.
James tuilt up a two-point
lead early in the three-minue
te match. In the final minute
Hill, desperate 1o score, maov-
cd in and opened up. Jomes
took advanta
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Some of the top martlal artfsis in Morth Amerlea
were at the Canadian Karate Internationals held al
Memorial Arena Sunday. The competltors from left 1o
right In the prand champienship sparrlng division are

Squash

squad
stays hot

The Georgelawn ' Lquel
Club’s “B"™ 1ean: - omued
is hot play sl week by
downing Hamilton four mual-
«ches to one in awav action.

The victory gives Gurarpe-
town three wins for the sea-
son with only one less. They
are in third place in 1he
ICapue,

Boyd Hoddinoll apd R

Eastwood cach won their
matches 3-1. Al Kopon and
Norm Herlz took 32 diei-
sions while Bnd Presswood
dropped a clase 2-3 mateh,
* The D" team lost {wo
matches to three apainst
Milton. Doug Farrugan and
Andy Deruchie cach won 3-1,
Graham Smith lost 1-3 and
Dave McEwen and Paul Du-
val were shutoyl (3.

tngs and scored a couple of
more points. :

Vilali went up against Ca-
nadian charmpion Robert Lo-
yer and he too fell behind
early in the match. Vitalt is
much taller than Loyer.
When Vitali threw his high
kicks, Loyer stepped under
and scored to the body.
Neither of the Uniled Stat-

es stars was happy with the

afficiating after the matches.

They felt thal they had scor-

ed poinis (hat were not
awarded them,

Meanwhile the fightling
continued, Eventually
James, Harry Villeneuve,
the Quebee champion, Luc
Maison Neuve, the Ontario
champions, Dino Hennings,
who had won lhe lightweight
diviston of the day, and
John Setore, the middle-
weight champion, were all
climinated.

That left Lover and Alfonse
Gambion to battle it out for
the champienship. Gambion
was the heavyweight champ-
ion in the day and his
advancement to the final was
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A SUrprise.
CAUTIOUS

In the final Loyer and
Gamblon were both very
cautious, In the three minut-
es of [ighting there were no
points scored. They had to go
into extra time and with the
(irst man scoring & point
winhing.

Early in extra time Loyer,
avoiding a flury by his
apponents, fell off the plat-
form and sprained his ankle.

They were ready to award

Gambion the match as
Loyer's ankle appeared in no
shape to finish the match.
However, the gritty Quebec-
cr limped back on the plat-
form to tiush up. He was
basically fighting on one leg
and it did not take Gambion
long to Mind an opening and
score the match's first and
anly point with a side kick,

50 the man who had travel-
led least of the nine
[inalists, Gambhicn is from
Toranto, claimed the top spot
in the premier division.

In all there were approxi-
mately 100 black belts in the

* .

= - !

LT IR P 2 |

. 1
Wm"ﬂii'--'"
oLy S n_l!.';l-'_ ., i
i e 1 .ﬂ_ '

Tokie Hil, Don James, Robert Lover, larry Villeneuve,
L.uc Maison Neuve, Dins Henning, John Sclore, Alfonse
Gamblon, and Kelth Vitali. Gambijon was o surprising

winner In the division.
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o ':_;._‘},_ local compelitors in  the

o

toumnament comnpeting dur-
ing the day portion of the
program.

GRANT WINS

In women’s black belt figh-
ling Oretha Grant, who went
Into the competition the
heavy [avorile, survived =z
couple of tough matches to
take the diaomond pendent.
Along the way she defeated
Mylene Bouchard, who is the
Canadian and Ontario wom-
en's grand champion.

Grant, one of the United
Stales’ top competitors, pro-
ved to be too much for
Bouchard to handle in their
match, Grant, the shortest
women in the {inal, utilized
her quick hands and feet to
score points in her (wo
malches.

The casiest winner of the
night came in the black belt
kata division. There Sonny
Onowo of lowa performed a
{lautless form program to
take the diamand ring over
four other competitors.

Onowo is scheduled to fight
for the world full-contact
karate championship and he
is in lip-tep shape. The
125-pound competilor dazzl-
ed the crowd with his speed
and grace during his kata.

It was nol a grent day for

championships as only liltle
Troy Cordingly, of Lthe Nort-
hern Karate Club, could
manage to finlsh third or
betler.

Debbie Danard was busy
helping out in the organizat-
ton of the tournament. The
[ack of training time hurt in
ihe Internatlonals as she did
nol place in kata or fighling.
She had been on a hot streak
heading into the competition.

The club with the most
participants was Master
Moore's of Chio, They also
clatmed the most (rophics.

SIX-FOOTERS

Six-loot trophies went out
to all the first place finishers
in cach of the 24 divisions.
Ssecond place finishers also
received trophies and a pla-
que went to third-place finis-
hers.

“The participation by the
Americans is what made the
lournament o Success and
truly an international
event,”  said Plckells. *]
really appreclate so many of
them coming up to take
pari."

Ted Kresgie, who runs the
U.5. Championships, was up
to help Pickelts in the organi-
zalion and also to officiale o

Cantlnued on page 39

STAR TREKKER

Bruce MclIntyre, shown crossing the finish fine
above, flnlshed second In the junior boys dlyision at Lhe
Stor Trek held at the Metropolitan Toronto Zoo Sunday,
Mcintyre, who has never run more than 10 kilometres,
snld his goal was to finish the 20-kllomelre event in less
than 70 minutes. He made {t by 18 seconds.
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