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‘ [t's nice to see that in this ever-
- increasingly complacent world, the
. Halton Hills council has not
- abandoned the anti-hydro corridor
$ fblgtlﬁ simply because its a tough
- e.

: Between big governments and
. big business many people feel it is
. [utile to take on major powers in
. society no matter how just the
: cause. It would be easy to think like
« this in the anti-hydro corridor
- fight. When one considers that
. opponents of the hydro corridor
» through Halton Hills are battling
: the combined forces of Ontario
: Hydro and the Progressive Con-
. servative provincial government
- the lask seems pretty formidable.

, : But despite the odds, op-
[ - ponents of the corridor have
 managed to hang tough in their
- seven year fight and, with last
. week's pledge of continued sup-
. port, the Hallon Hills council has
' stuck by their side.

. Halton Hills council agreed to
- pledge up to $10,000 more to the
- anti-hydro corridor fight. This is in
. addition to the thousands they have
. already spent, aleng with the use of
: the town's lawyers, ‘lent' to the
- Interested Citizens Group by the
- town council.

L

; Some may get cold feet at the
-thought of the town council
- Spending so much on the hydro
. corridor battle, especially because
. it's a fight that would be so difficult
‘to win,

But considering that the hydro

; It's a bit ironic that, at the
- same time town council is engaged
| -in a battle with a government that
3 . does not seek enough input for their
“decision making, and that operates
with a closed door mentality,
- council itself is guilty of these same
- 5ins,
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Town council has justifiably
been called on the carpet by almost
every group in town thal is in-
volved in renling Halton Hills
arena time. Council, drew the ice-
users ire by jacking up the costs of
rental time without the minimal
-courtesy of consulting with these
groups to determine the im-
plications of a fee hike and, without
even inviting them to the council
meeting where the matter was
discussed.

s o

Not only at which the matter
was discussed at a council meetin
| without being on the agenda and,
after the press had been given the
impression that the rest of the
) counci! business to be discussed
F would be held in camera.

In fact, the press could have
been present for the ice rates
discussion, had they known about
it.

Understandably, the local
sports groups particularly objected
to what appeared to be council’s
attempts to slip the fee hike
through council undiscussed and
unnoticed.

Because of the council's at-
f . templs at undemocratic actions
' they were recently forced to reulf en
). the issue and properly discuas it at
. a special meeting with the sports
group. Council even struck a
special commitiee to study the
problem.

It sounded great and we were

happy to see that council would at

least attempt to make amends for
past mistakes.

Then we fried to send a
reporter to cover Thursday night's
committee meeting. It was to be
the “'air clearing’ meeting where
| the controv issue would be

‘thorotighly discussed and lroned
- guit. The meeting was supposed to
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éMistakes repeated
with closed meeting
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Town shows
its backbone
in hydro fight

corridar is probably the most
important issue to face Hallon
Hills' rural residents in years, the
expenditure is not out of line.

The town of Halton Hills is
obviously dominated by the urban
areas of Acton and Georgetown but
now, when the rural residents are
.in need of supi)ort, we're glad to
r&ee the council has not let them

own.

Sure the anti-corridor fight is &
tough battle, but it's one worth
waging. As local MPP Julian Reed
told last week’'s council meeting,
“For the town to withdraw at this
time, understanding that we are all
victims of this runaway truck
(hydro) is to am:e?t the kind of
justice that this system is handing

ﬂut".
To give up the fight now is
simply to say that sure, the

ﬂruvimfiul government and Ontario
ydro are wrong, the council has
officially said that before, but the
cards are so heavily stacked in
their favor that the battle is not
worth waging.

Autocratic bodies like our
provincial government and the
wer corporation depend on that
ind of thinking to get away with
their heavy-handed way of
operating. |

It's the people and the
organizations that don't fight
when the government is wrong
that give them the confidence to
:r[_:serate independent of the wishes
of the people.

help clear-up everyone's concerns
about the controversy.

Only problem was, the Herald
reporter was not allowed to attend
the meeting, nor were any other
members ol the public excepl for
delegated representatives of the
sports group.

[t seems council’'s doesn't
learn from its mistakes aflerall.

Certainly an issue as im-
portant and controversial as the ice
rate increases should be discussed
thoroughly and openly so that the
publie can intelligently assess
council’s actions. This cannot be
done when the press is unable to
attend the meeting and bring the
information out in the open.

In discussing possible reasons
for keeping the meeling .closed,
town councillor Booth said
that perhaps members of the
sports groups would be intimidated
and less likely to talk with the press
present,

That's an insult to the mem-
bers of those groups. As adults we
credit them with enough self-
confidence to express themselves
in public.

After all, if the councillors can
mahage to articulate themselves
every week in front of the press
why should councillers expect
members of the sporls groups to be
any different? :

It was because of the articulate
objections of the sports groups,

ra both at a council and a
sports counci] meeting, that led to

the matter being re-opened at all,

Perhaps council members
were more concerned with the
things the sports representatives
would be saying at the meeting and
therefore preferred the press not to
be present, It's an obvious
assumption whenever a council
feels it {s necessary to meet behind
closed doors, without the presence
of the public and the press.

Council bungled the arenn rate

hike in the first place and it looks
like they're on their way to
bungling it again.

BAC K
TOMOR ROWLY.

Queen’s
Park

3y Derek
Nelson

Queen's Park Bureau
Of The Heraldd
TORONTO — During 8 commitlee

meeling here to discuss the recent "Shul-

1z letter.” (mtario Hydro gave a good
ilusiration of why so many. politicians
chistrust them.

The Shullz missive came from an
annogymeus.  dispruntled  emplovee  of
1fvdre pnd was sent to Opposition Leader
Stuart Smith

b ospid Ontarieo Hydro's CANDU reac-
rors have the polentinl for causing an
accident worse than the Three Mile Island
puclear incident ot Harrisburg, Pa.

Shultz listed seven incidents a1 Bruce
nucher siation that he smd couold lead 10
suech o sitgation.

Hyden's reasonable response, by
chairman Roberl Taylor, was that "“none
ol 1iem represented a radiation risk to the

By Stewart
MacLeod

tHtawa Boreau
Of The Herald
Socdoubl everyone would feel meore
comlortable if voters in Quebee and Lhe
rest of Conada, particularly these in lhe
Waest, had followed similar voling patlerns
in the general etection. With a separatist
governmenl in Quebec, and s referend-
poer Just around the carner, we would
probably feel a lol betier if the eleclion
had indicated & more natienal, unified
approiach 1o the prablem,

Inslead, Quebee volers gave overw-
helming support 4o the Liberals of Pieree
Trudeau while mosl nther provinees deci-
thidl il was time 1o throw Them oul of oflice.
Since the Liberals had compugned large-
Iy on the national upily issue, Ssuggesling
1hat only Trudeay could hall 1he separat-
ists, it is understandable that the party’s
unceremonial rejection by weslern volers
wizld paise some warries about  our
Mnure.

And those concerns go beyond our own
hosrders. Look a4t what the Detrol News
had to say, . . . Where the spacious land
e lhe morth 1% gaing is anybody’™s guess,
hut there seems lite doubt that it has
hegun to wheel on the nuler edge of a
ptentially ruinous political maelsirom.™
The Milwaukee Journal smd Trudeau
went down to defleat “and perhaps so did
Canada’s best hope for unity in the critical
munths ahead.” .

. RUSSIANS, T(X)
sven Pravda, the Russian Commun-
i51 newspaper, go! into the acl, suggesting
that the coming days will represent a
“grave irial” for Canada, The Guardign

‘of Manchester said Canada could become

a sort of Northern Ireland with 10

disparate regions going their own way.

There is probably an immediate panic
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Politicians distrust of 1 Hydro
illustrated with Shultz letter

puniie antd none r_‘EpFEﬂEnled any type of
pniergeney situntion.

And livdro officials wanted to meet
the legislature's hvdro affairs cemmittee,
where Smith released the letier, to give
their side of the story.

EVENTREPORT
So Hydro's operations general mana-
per Larne McConnell went before the
vominiliee to explain cach of 1he incidents
in detasl,

Al 1he happenings are recerded on
what is ealled o “significant event” report
m lydro Tiles, and McConnell’s first
yuestion eame from MPP Evelyn Giganl-
es L NDP-Carleton East ) seeking a definit-
w of just what such a report is.

she also wanted 1o knew the diflferen-
¢e between and “abnormal event®” report
aed o Usignilicant event™ report,

A1 firs! MeConnell replied there was
na essenlial™ difference, but when quest-
wied about the meaning -of the word
“essentiall’ modified thet 1o read “'no
difference.”

This was all part of a2 meandering
ruestion-and.answer  discussion, and it
wius an hour before MPP Julian Reed

il.-Halton-Burlingten} pafilely asked the

same guestion again.
REEDASKED ‘
Why did the reporl in front of him

reaclion afier any change in government
hut our loreign friends, not o mention
some of aur own domeslic 355655005, Seem

o he geing o bit far this time. Sure it's -
unfortunate that voting patterns appear 1o

have been influenced along linguislic
lines. but it's ludierous o suggest the
enuntey will £all apart because of this,

In lact, il could grow sironger because
af 1he eleetion.

Quebecers may appear outl of step
wilh their {ellow Canadians in other
provinces this 1ime, but the fact is they
gave nn unprecedented endorsation to o
party lhat compaigned tour-square far
Canadian federalism and a streng central
governmenl. In doing so, they clearly
turned their backs en the separalists who
were running under the Creditiste banner
with the suppor! of the Parti Quebecois.

And while volers in olher provinces
were giving Trudeaw the heave-ho, not
even The mest partisan observer wounld
suppes! 1his represented any rejection of
[ederalism. The Taries and New Demo-
erals are as f(irmly commilted (o Lhe
integrity of Canada as Trudeau's Liber-
als. And the faet that Clark hos a different.
approach 1o our constitutional difficullies
might nol be a bad thing.

Fven the fact that he has been given
embarrassingly little cabinet material by
{Juehee velers may nal be a detriment.
Since he s being forced 1o pluck ministers
leam oulside, perhaps he will fulfill his
delermination 1o recruit people “who can
reflect a contemporary Quebec,”

MFFICULT TARGET

There are many who (eel that the
Libwral Party, despile its awesome stren-
gih in 1hal province, may still reflect the
Quebee of the 1960s. And it’s interesting
that in recent weeks there have been
scatlered sugiestions in the provinee that
even Premier Levesgque may be losing
louch with conlemporary Quebec. At the
momen! there is every indicatlion thal
previngial Liberal Leader Claude Ryan is
nulpacing Levesque with his plan for a
"renewed  federalism™. And Levesque
has recent]y acknowledged that he wonld
lose any immediate referendum on sover-
cignly-associalion.

A conciliatory Joe Clurk may prove to
he o more dilficult Ecdfra]ist target for'
Hene Levesque than in inflexible Pierre

LU

have separate little boxes for “abnormal"’
and "significant’ if they were the same,
he asked?

"That's when McCennell called in
analher Hydro employee who conceded in
anobscure fashian that they are different,

Understandably, Gigantes was furi-
ous. Dregging accurate answers from
Hydro was like pulling teeth from o horse.

Nat that the Hydre people were giving
deliberalely muddied responses, but they
leoked bad as they fumbled with basic
information about how Hydro works.

NEEDCIHANGES

Theic approach, in fact, made them
look guilty of something, as though they
were Irying 1o dodge questions or hide
facls, X

{Jne doesn’t expect engineers to have
1he verbal dexterity of pollticinns, but

they should cither know how to answer
simple questions simply or else immedsa-
lely refer them to someone who ean.

The cumulalive alfect of dragging
informationoul of Hydro officials is to
leave a delinite negative impression in
political minds. )

This is nnt 1o give the Shultz letter a
eredence it shouldn't have, since most of it
is anti-nuclear propaganda, but Hydro is
pning ta have to Ilearn {o handle ils
palisical public relations better,

provides no unified approach

Trudeau. If Clark carrvies through with his
commilment to meel the premier "'in o
spiril of co-operation, not confrontation,™
it mighl not be easy for Levesque fo
convince his followers thatl federalism
wnn't work.

Cluude Rvan will be there to help the
fideralisl couse,

And we shouldn™t overlook Trudeau.
As leader of the opposition, whase party
gat more voters than any other last
Tucsday, bhe can have an enarmous
influence on the cause for unlly. Withoul
the partisan pressures of the prime
ministership, bul with an immense perso-
nal [ollowing, he now can rise above all
political considerations in his campaign
for Canada,

All things being considered, 1 don't
see much cause for glnam,
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Halton’s
History -

From our files

LAUVKRIER VISITS HOCKYWOOD
TRIRTY YEARS AGO — The closest
paint  touched by Prime Minisler 5t

Laurent on his ¢lection lour of Ontario
was Jllockwood last Wednesday merning.
The Prime Mimster was ¢n route (o
address meetings in Arthur and Owen
Sound to and his partly left the train o
Hockwond ta go by var to Arthur.

Associaled with the Orangeville Ban-
ner sinee [#9G, Alexander D, MeKitrick
¢hed after a heart attack 3t his home last
Wednesday, Mr. McKilrick had been a
[ormer Orangeville maver and county
councitlyr and had served on many other
comimunily groups such as the board of
etincalion

My, and Mres, Hay Kercher are
leaving fomarrow for Tollenham where
they will make Iheir hame, Mr. Kercher
hits purchased the business of Thorntan's
CGrrocery in thatl town, which includes a
store and living quarters. Mr. and Mrs.
Waller Bichn and family are moving into
the hotse on Queen Street which the
Kerchers are vacating.

Look al last week's summary and
then either say it was HOT and drey or
DY aned hot. The month of May was
considerably oul of nermal in all lines,
The average naximuun lor the month of 70
degrees wits five degrees below aormal
and the minimum was 3 deprees belnw the

normal uf 33

ST, GEAIHGE'S CONFIRMATIHIN

TWENTY YEAIS AGO — George-
town is having ils share of summer
weather these days with femperatures in
the minetles. 1t is ane of the hottest Junes
that peaple van remember, and thase
lucky fese whn take carly vacations ¢an
crow [his year.

A Milten youth who is well-known
locally as a member of Georgetown's
jurior hockey leam, Douglas Black, is in
Milten hospital with head lacerations
suffered in an automobile accident Satur-
dayv thal ¢laimed the life of Elgin Murray,
alsoof Millon, Black, 19, was he driver of
the car, which plunged over off an
clevaled delour on Highway 25 just north
of Millon,

Fifty-nine candidates were confirmed
on Sunday evening ot St. George's Anglic-
an Church where Bishop W.E. Bagnall
administered the ancient church rile. It
wiis lhe largest elass 10 be confirmed in
the histery of the cenlury-old parish. They
will make 1heir first communion this
Sunday at 9:30 a.m,

Assistanl principal al Chapel Si.
Fublic School for lhe past three years, -
Hazel Allen will be moving inlo the
principal’s office of Weber Drive School
when the building is completed next fall.
Mr. Allen was appointed Lo the position at
a meeting of the school board on Wednes-
day June 3 at Harrison Public Schoal,

Georgetown will be represented in the
Navy's Queen's Colour Guard when they
accompany Queen Elizabeth 11 on her tour
of Canadn this summer. Dave Smith, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Norm Smith, 12 King St.
East, who jained the navy in Apri) was
chosen for the guard shortly ofter his
arrival a1 HMCS Cornwallis.

Local Kinsman Sam Meltzer received
a glowing tribute in the widely-read Ajax
Kinsmen bullelin recently when colummnist
Bill Legros reflerred to the local “Kin-
news'' editor as Canada's Mister Kinsm- |
an, Legros wrote: “If Geergelown Kins-
men Club has had a suceessful year, and,
from their newsy bulletin, it appears to bo

Jtops, [ would say trom thiS Qistance thal

bulictin editor Sam Melzer has been a
driving force.Sam in my opinion is Mister
Kinsman across the nalion.” .

COUNCIL BEEPERS

. TEN YEARS AGO - Councii bought the

beepers Monday nighl despite the oblect-
ion of Coun. Ern Hyde, wha termed them
"toys''. The “"beepers” are a radio alert
system, which will e carried by every
fireman. They will do away with the
present fire atarm system. The cost of the
new system will be $5,901 with $3,000 paid
immediately sad the remainder paid on
the anniversary of the sale, ;
Five Limehouse residents represent-
ing 0 petitioners attended Monday's
Esquesing Council meeting to make coun-
cil iware of the hazardous situatlon in that
village which has them requesting that the
load limit be enforced. George Morrison, -
speaking on behalfl of the petitioners,
urged council to use their infleence in
having speed limits and the Joad limit pn
Limehouse bridge over the CNR tracks
enforced before o serious occident occurs.
The recent Girl Guide cookie day in
Georgelown produced an individual rg
cord thal won’l be topped. Sandra Free-
mon, & Guide wilth the 5th Georgelown
company ouldid all the other local Guides
and Brownies in salesmanship sclling B4
boxes. Every box of Girl Guide cookies
sold helps 1he individual pack or comp-
any, the area and the provinelal couneil..
wearly 42 per cent of Halton County
residenis are under age 20. This is among
the findings of a report prepared by
Halton Assesser Robert Beach and pres-
ented 1o counly council. Total county:
populalion rose by 8,079 or five per cent in
1968, this year the report is based on,
Population as of Scptember 1968 was.
163,731. The mos! popular age bracket in
Hallon is 20 to 5% :

SUMMERFEST A SMASH

ONE YEAR AGO — Georgelown residents,
will be asked to choose trom several

aliernatives just what kind of library
service they want in town. [Hallon Hills
libeary board decided last week to gut the
queslion to the people after listefiing to o
lively public meeting 16 advice which
ranged from proceeding immediately on
renovation and addition of the presenl
library — 2 101-year old church ~— to deing
nothing but contemplate for six months.
Canadian National Rallways intends
‘to cut passenger service and close down
the landmark station in Georgetown.
Company vice-president A.R. Williams
told Halton hills council Monday that CN
has applicd {o the Canadian Transport
Cominlisgion for permission to closs the
siation in an effort to reduce coals,
Suinmerfest organizers are well aatis-
fied with community response o the
day-long program o8l the Falrgrounds
Saturday, Although numbers were diffl-
cult to assess becouse of the area over
which the crowd could scatter, it ia
estimated that 1,500 people atiended the

cvent. !




