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Handling explosives calls

Police seek disposal equipment

By LORI TAYLOR
Herold stafl writer

The Halton Regional Police
cnmmission [s moving towards
acquiring bomb disposal e
quipment for use by the force’s
threc bomb technicians in the
face of on increasing number
of incidents involving explo-
sives [n the area.

Police chief Ken Skerreit
teld the commission Wednes-
day that there have been 54
calls to police in 1978 regarding
explosive devices, of which
only three turned out to invelve
real bombs.

“*The thing 15, we have to
treat them all as the real thing
until we know otherwise,” he
said.

Constable Tom Woduck of
Acton, one of the three bomb
disposal technicions in the re-
gion, spoke to the mmmiﬁigﬁ
aboul the equipmen! need
for bomb disposal, and made
his own recommendations for
the handling of calls involving
explosive devices. Constable
Roduck, and Constiables Tom
Chapman and Mat! MacPher-
son are all groduates of 2
training course in bomb dis.
posal conducted al the Cana-
dian Forces Basc at Borden.
The four-week course |5 the
only such eourse In Canada.

PERSONAL INJURY

Constable Roduck sald ex-
plosive devices have three pur-
poses: lo cause property dam-
age or persanal fajucy, or o
perpeirate o hoax. In the case
of a hoax, Lhe device usuvally
has all the ingredients of a real
explosive, but il ts not connect-
ed.

Bombs are used by extor-
tionists, the mentally ill, peo-
ple with a grudge against thejr
employer, in domestic situa-
llons, in strikes where violence
is involved, and by political
terrorists, Constable Roduck
sald. There are no pohtical
jerrorists of that kind in the
arca, “‘bu! we can sec il
coming'.

The motivation for putting
together a bomb is usually for
personal satisfaclien or gain,
Constable Roduck said. The
ingredients are readily avail-
able and nol difficult to pul
fogether.

Explosive devices fall under
six cotegories: hoax, explo-
sives incendiary bombs, com-
mercial explosives, hazardous
explosives, and mililary ex-
plosives. The police are usual-
ly notified when an explosive
device is plonted, because the
persan invoelved usually *“'hos
an axc to grind”’, but he
doesn'l want anyone o gel
hurt, Constable Roduck said.

The RCMP has the Holion
Regional force listed as having
an cxplosives disposal unit,
Conztable Hoduck said, al-
though the force has no cquip-,
ment for (he lechnicians (o
use, and they must call for
oulside assistance if a bomb is
discovered.

When o repori is received
that there is a suspicious pack-
age, 0 uniformed officer an-
swers the call. if-he has any
doubts about the the nature of
the package, he can cali in one
of the techpicians, Constable
Roduck sald,

ABSOLUTE MINIMUM
The handling of the explo.
sive device should be kept 1o
an absolule minimum, be-

cause il may be rigged to go off
if it is louched or moved, he
«3id, The officer answering Ahe
call has four prionties, rang-
jng from the safety of others
and himself 1o the reduction or
prevention of property dam-
ape and the preservation of
evidence.

Constable NHoduck samd the
ninst ¢essenlind piece of equip-
ment neetled by an explosives
disposal unil is o disrupter,
which will disrupt the bomb
before il can explode. The
disrupter is used by the
RCMP, and by Peel Regional
Police, and the Quebec Pro-
vincinl Palire have ardered n
number of them.

1 wsed 1o be that somoeone
wostld s in caeal o lat el
some wires, and carry things
away,”” Constable Roduck
sotd. "But we don’t do that any
more. | wouldn’t want to do it
No lechnician would, ™

Constable oduck listed oih-
er necessary eguipment such
as safety glasses, rubber
gloyes, non-slalic coveralls,
rope and diesel fuel. The total
package of what he said was
“the absolule muumum neces-
sary equipment”™ would cost an
eslimated 51,276, he said,

He recommended that the
force obiain the necessary e-
fuipment as soon as possible,
ilttrough he said he appreciat-
e¢l that 1the budgel {or this year
had probably already been
slruck.

Conslable Hodurk empha-
sized 1hat if o suspicious pack-
age is found which a pelice
afficer thinks may contain un
explosive device, the officer
should call the lechnician.

DON'TTOUCH

“No persen other than the
techniclans should touch, han-
dle or move 1w package.”
Constable Reduck said. **I
can't stress this strongly e-
nough. I wanl to stress this
particularly to prevenl an
over-cager officer from hand-
ling the device to find out whal
il is,"”

“The old days of someone
putting. a ceuple of sticks of
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dynamile in a box and calling
it & bomb are gone,” he
confinued, “They're petling
very sophisticaled &
“Ogcurrences invelving ex-
plesives and threats are on the
i rease,” Conslable Roduck
saitd. “*In 1978, there were eight

devices found in Omario and
tHre~ =t .
Halton, Bv March, 1979, there
were ten found in Ontario, 1wo
uf them in Homillon and ane tn
Peel. And that deesn’t include
those mailboxes,”™

Constable Roduck said the
foree can conlinue lo use the
cquipment and manpower of
its noighhers to the cast and
wesl, but there will be o cost

1k s el s o
o " m 5

" invelved far that, and il will

be substanlial,” he sad,

[ SALES
UNOBAY © SERVICE

RENTALS

Judge Joseph Scime asked if
the disrupter was fool-proof,
and guaraniced 1o work, and
whether ar no! it would be
helter ta use the wire-cutling
method.

Cons*able Hoduck said the
disrupler has nat yel set off an
explesion. but i1 could be used
“a million 1imes, and then
detonale the bamb on the
millinn-and-Hirst ™,

“The only time you're geing
10 gel or any olther technician
o cut the wires on a bomb is if
the bomb 15 next to a propane
lank which 15 next 1o a hospi-
tal, where Lthere is an operation
in progress. Then we would
hiuve 10 cul the wires, But
ntherwise there's no way,”” he
said. “We're 1rying to get

]

awav [rem that.”

Mare and mure police {orces
are finding it necessary to gel
the equipment needed for
bomb dispnsal. Canstable Ro-
duck said. The armed forces
have indicated thal as of 1980,
they will net be able 10 guaran-
e their assislance in bomb
disposal unless the explosive
device is military in origin.

The commission has decided
i refer the bist of equipmen
Conslable Roduck drew up to
Deputy Chiel W.1. Harding for
his comments before proceed-
ing, although Commissioner
Glenn Magnuson said he was
preparcd to say now that since
the ferce has three trained
technicians, they should be
Eiven the equipment to do the
jnb,
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SPLIT-LEVEL WITH A DRAMATIC FLAIR

This front-fo.-back spllt level design |3 1deally sulted 1o
the medium frontage sleping tet, ang Its blend of con.
teimporary and iraditional elements makes It adaptable to
any urban or rural residential environment.

The fiatdstone chimney and accents, mixed vert|cal and
horizontal siding and heavy cedar shake roof harmonize
well .- softening the boidly modernistic lines of the ex.

A deep, weather.sheltered entrance |eadsup four risers
o the spaclous L.shape |lving.dinlng reom cembination,
which leatures 8 corner cantilevered fireplace and full
height, faintly orlental windows for natural lighting and
view on lhose graylsh December days.

The well-planned U.shape kitchen.nook
separates from the dining room vla convenlent packet
daor, to enable the simultantous casual family meals and
termal dining when antertaining.

écmulnn'riup

W All three bedrooms ars seniibly grouped away from tha

QUALITY: CRAFTMANSHIP

entertalament area of the home In order to maximile

privacy and minimize disturbance. The master bedroom

ALL TYPES OF CARPENTRY
“FREE ESTIMATES"

teatures a three-pleck ansulte with shower and & full walk.
in closet, both separating via unabtrusive poche? doors,

The master bath leatures an unique alevated fub and has

e

Othice BIT.0472 Res. 877-357)

excellent ﬁpnru”nn of the vanilty and lavalory areas.
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The Hallon Reglonal Police Commiszsion met
in the llalton Hills Councll chambera last
Thursday, as part of the commlssion’s declsion
10 hold its meetlngs In dliferent locations
throughoutl the regoin. The members of the
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commission are, left to right, Miiton Mayor Don o
Gordon, provinclal appolntee Alired Oliver, His =
Heonor Judge Joseph Scime, and Glenn Magnu- =

son, Nol visible in the photograph is commission 3
chalrman Harry Barreil,

[

(Herald photo)
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The basemen! has an unfinlshed family room and a
rouvghed. In flrepiace for those who prefer a personal fouch
ta the decar. The vtllity reom, with side-by-side washer,
dryer and laundry fub conflguration, Is alsc In the
baserment,

CUSTOM HOME FRAMING
REC ROOMS, CEDAR DECKS

ALTERATIONS
A highly practical design for the medium.size famlly HOME IMPROVEMENTS
which appreciates outstanding cesign wiith a slighlly
different touch. o
Plans for deslgn Na. 76-1231 may be purchased by the ¥
single set, at a cost of $70.00 for the first se? and $10.00 for 37! '746‘0
J. BOWLES

each additional-set, or by the package. A flve-sa! plan
- package, Including the tirsy aet, is economicatly priced at

$100.00 and an elght-sat package; also Including the firsl
sat, 13 enly $125.00.

Whichever method vou choose, please Include $5.00 for

postage and handling. Ont. resldents add 4 per cent snles
tax.

Send for the current edition of Select Home Deslgns

magatine, Series 40, featuring imaginative decorating and
home Improvement ideas, plus 320 quallty home plans of
every lype, Availablefor $2.75 { $2.00 plus .75 cents postage
and handling).

To order any of Ihese llems pleuse send cheque or money
order payabla 1o the Home of the Week, c.0 The Herald, 182
west Broadway, Vancouver, B.C. V5Y 1R2
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" THE MANAGEMENT OF HOME HARDWARE WOULD Maygowr
LIKE TO ANNOUNCE THAT MR, WALTER RICHARD- -
SON, WITH OVER 30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE, HAS
JOINED OUR STAFF, AND 15 ANXIOUS TO SERVE
YOU IN ANY WAY POSSIBLE.

‘R (RAY) BABIN, MOR.
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« 187 Glidden Rd.
BRAMPTON
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