' Vandalism thrives on public apathy: Eadie
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Advice for homeowner

By PAUL DORSEY

= Herald siall wriler
- Local vandals and thicves
Ond plenty of ideal accornplic-
es among the apathetic home-
ewners who elther leave bel-
dngings scatlered around thelr
ards or else witness neigh-
rhood crimes and fail to
gummon police, actording to

Sergeant Dave Eadie.

< A 20-year veteran of police
#ork, the Halton regional pol-
iee sergeant told members of
the Georgetown Arca Halepa-
yers Association (GARA) last
Wednesday that focal authorit-

{ps would have o much easier

b curbing vandalism and

eft here If law-abiding citiz-
éns would 1ip them off when
they see such crimes taking
place.
= All 100 oflen, however, citiz-
ens sce vandals cassing dam-
dge in their acighborhood and
refuse to toke o mement and
symmon police because they
4re reluctant 10 getl involved,
Sergeant Eadie saicd.
A APATHY REASON
= *'The reason vandalism (lou-
rishes is apathy,” he said at
the well-attended meeting.
“Your potice force is only as
good as you make it; we need
your help te help you. Il you
see damage being done, don't
just shrug it off because 'it’s

.dot my kid and it’s not my

property’. Pick up the phone
and report it.”
" Sergeant Eadle reminded
lsteners that vandalism s
cosling them money to finance
police work and bear the “ast-
renomical’” cosl of repairing
public facilities that are attae-
ked by vandals. Damage ‘o
school buildings and grounds,
Which are among the most
popular targets, cost the Hal-
ton Board ol Education, and
thus the laxpayers, “‘well
above $300,000" last year, he
estimated,
* Sergeant Eadie said Howard
wriggleswerih Public School,
where the GARA meeting was
held, has heavy screens cover-
ing the large auditerium wind-
dws 1o pratect against dam-
age, even though the school s
situated on Highway 7, the
Communiiy's busiest thorough-
fare.
- Local taxpayers also had to
gick up the 1ab for repainting
Georgelown's waler tower,
which was recently defoced by
gandals armed with cans of
ray paint, he recalled. The
wer ltsell |s located near the
busy Highway 7-bountainview
Hood intersection,
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May 24 police
~ » ™
comimission
meets here

= Halton Reglonal Palice com-
mission will be holding its next
mceting May 24 in the Halton
Hills council chambers on Tra-
falgar Read.

= The meeting last Thursday
was held in the town offices [n
Mltton. The change in location
al the meetings 1s part of the
cpmmission’s recent decision
to become more visible In the
different parts of the region.

~The commissicn .dsﬂglcd to
allernate its meeting belween
Burllngton and Oakville, with
a number of meetings being
hield in the different arcas in
the nerih during the year,

-The meeting is scheduled for
Eli.m., ond members of the
public are free to aitend the
public portion of the meeting.
Items dealing with security or

persennel malters are discus-
seéd in camera.

Claiming extensive police
experience from his native
Glasgow 1o Dakville to north
Hallon, Sergeant Eadie called
vandalism *"the physical evid-
ence of frustration usually
found among the younger
members of our community™’.

“It's a social disease, they
iell me, that's caused by the
affluent society of foday,” he
said. “Well, [ don’t believe it,
and 1 hope you don’t either.”

Sergeant Eadie recalled that
as a young boy, he was caught
by pelice while invelved in
same mischief and proemplly
dragged home 1o his parents,
who would immediately dole
aul swifl physical punishment
even befere they had heard
wha! he'd done.

Today, however, if a police-
man escerts a mischicvous
yvouth or vandal home ta his
parenis, Sergeant Eadic said,
It is often the policeman whu
receives the lashing, elbeit a
verhal one (rem the parents,

1 se mativaled could make a
night1ime lour of Georgetown
and {ill a fiveton truck with
lawn mowers, garden chairs,
bicvcles and olher belongings
which many homeowners [ea-
ve lying around their yards.
Such negligence, he pointed
oul, is an open invitation (o
criminals.

Saturday’s police auction at
the Georgetown heardquarters,
Sergeant Eadie noled, offered
mare than 50 bicyceles for sale,
many of which were confisci-
ed [rom thieves but never
reclaimed by iheir original
owners. A good way of ensur-
ing thal your properly can be
recavered if stolen, he sugges-
ted. s 1o have police visit your
home with a *vibra-pen”, or
else purchase one yourself at a
minimal cest in eleclronic app-
Jicince stores.

- SPECIALPEN

The special pen is used (o
engrave valuable household
ilems with readily identifiable

vered by police, the iems can
quickly be returned to the
owners. Engraving social ins-
urance numbers of an inconsp-
jcuons areit of cach valuable
item is one of the better ideas,
sergeant Eadie said.

Another worlhwhile suggest-
wi for the preventien of theft
and burglary. he added. 15 to
closely  examing  your  own
home for all possible means of
hreak-in, just as a thiel would
da, and 1then 1ake sleps to seal
wlf those points of  aceess,
When leaving home on holiday.
he remended lisieners, make
suse  newspaper  delivery s
discontinued, remuve all other
signs that the house 15 emply
and leave a key and instruct-
jons with neighbors in case
some mishap or coime oocurs.

Fielding questions from 1he
audience. Sergeant Eadie ad-
milled Lthat a “very low™ per-
centage of vandals are caught
by authorities. The suggestion
thal newspapers should  be

copvicled vandals muay well by
having a detrimental effect on
erimme in some arcas of the
L! 8., he smd, bul the practice
s simply not allowed in Cana-
Ha, especially since many van-

* dals are 16 vears of age and

under, considered Juveniles by
Law suel thesr idenlilies protec-
L=l

ARSIST HATTLE

Serpranl Eadie apalegized
for being unaware of a federal
povernment programme thal
wits deseribed by John Roe, by
which Halton police will be
assistedd in their battle against
vandalism by a team ol six
sutnmer students,

Hay Ollivier suggested that
AOUNESICrs may come 1o cons-
ider vandalism and other cri
imes socially Uproper” simply
by watching lhesr parents rout-
inely and success(ully break
minor laws such as those of the
Higtweay Traflic Act, I the
child sces his parents getling
awny with speeding, Mr Ollivi-

he can do the same, but on a
more serious criminal level,

Serpeant Eadie joked that
A Uhivier was the first ciliz-
en he's mel who obeys the
speed limits in town, confess:
g that he tuo exceeds the
limil on wecasion.

“Complisnce with the Law 1s
4 vuluntacy  siluation,”  he
commented, “and iUs a police-
man’s jobs te obtain that volun-
lary complianece.™
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who are more concerned aboul
their neighbors’ reaction 1o
seeing @ cruiser in the drive-
Wiy,

“The culprits are not jusi the
kitls," Sergeant Eadie conlen-
ded. “1l's you and I, especially
if you're @ parent.”

EFFECTIVE WAYS

Although he was at a loss to
suggesl effective ways of stop-
ping vandalism, ‘rgeant Ead-
i¢ implored members of the
audience 10 assist the "two or
three'” poticemen who are pat-
rolling Gecrgelown on on aver-
age night by reporting vandal-
ism and other crimes qulckly
and wilhout hesitation,

Vapdals have been known to
¢ause damge and then wail to
see how long it 1akes for police
ta arrive on the seene, he said,
invariably carrying thelr dest-
ructive impulses further If
authorilies do nal appear.

Sergeant Eadie advised citi-
zens to phone the parents of the
vandals il they happen Lo
recognize them and know their
families, Then, if the parents
take no action, call the police,
he said.

Vandals can be discouraged
the same as thieves and other
prowlers by ensuring that the
exteriors of homes and yards
are well-lighied, Sergeant Ea-
die added. Becouse they are
“cownrds,'" vandals will rare-
ly approach a property which
does nat offer them the advan-
tage of dorkness, he explained,

Sergeant Eadie also look
nim at neighborhood thieves,
complaining that anyone who
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RICHARD & DAMNKY DIDIER
MARKHAM IGA & DICIEN 1QA
MARKHAM, ONTARIG

FRESH!
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Strawberries

PINT
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Green Onions
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P.E.l. Potatoes

10-LB.
BAG
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Fresh!
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UNDER 12-LBS.

115

EVERSWEET, SLICED
Side
Bacon

115
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STORE PACKED

Fish Cakes

MARY MILES, 4-D.Z.
Beef Steakeites

MARY MILES, BY THE PIECE
Bologna

MAPLE LEAF, COOKED
“TENDERSWEET”

Smoked
Hams

VACUUM PACKED
HALVES OR QUARTERS

*1.48
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BONELESS, 3-LB. AVG.

Hams UNDER 12.LBS.
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LB
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The outdoor seascn 13 upon va. Waal u-u'llur'wav 1o
enjoy It than getting away from [t all In your very own

camper?

Thousands of Canadlans will be seelng our great
country on camping vacations this summer. You can
become a part of this group with & liltle help from
Halton Community CredIit Union,

Financing your camper purchase through Hallon
Caommunity Credit Unlon, with its low annual per-
centape rate, will keep your tamily’s tinancial plcture

in the pink.

A Halton Cernmunity Credit Unlon 1oan 13 quick and
conyenlent. Often your signature Is all thal’s required

to 1scure a [can.

So it you want to Join tha camper generation this
summer, see Halton Community Credi! Unfon, we'll
neip you get where you want to go — in & new camper!
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MOORE PARK PLAZA

I's Easy To Joln! Membership 18 open fo ehyons
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t CAMPER GENERATION
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VINEGAR OR SOUR CREME & ONION

Hostess
Potato
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NIBLETS CORN, SUMMER SWEET PEAS
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Vogetablss" 39

out the store, The expiry date
appears on each card.

Giant

REGULAR OR DIET 7soml

Honey Combs
EEEE‘-‘:‘EET, UMSWEETENED
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48-FL.
Grapelruit Juice CZ.TIN 99
ASSORTED

\GA. CHOICE JLEL. 45¢
Dessert Pears oz TiN
FIRESIDE, AEGULAR CRMINIATURE ¢
Marshmallows 5607 449
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Kleenex

Tissues

COLORS BTL.
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55 9Y°
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Liquid 2832
Detergent 99¢ Beef

AMBASSADOR
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ALL VARIETIES - 39¢
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12-02.
TIN

119

ASSORTED FLAVORS

Nescafé

Cotiee 3:54.99  Whit

ON STORE SHOPPED O
(NOMINAL CHARGE)

8774726

living I, or working (n, The Reglonal Municipality
of Haltonr, and related parsons of such members..
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whitsTura °1.19

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

HALTON HILLS 1GA Hwy.7 “ Guelph Sm?!, Georgetown
ACTON IGA 8 Main Street North, Acton

Jell-o Jelly
Powders

FROZEN, CONCENTRATED
RDERS NIAGARA OR CUDNEY

. Pink or White

1215-FL.
Lemonade 0Z.TIN

BOXES $1

25¢




