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By MAGGIE HANNAI
Herald stafl wriler

; Approval |s expecled loday for the
+ 8ale of Lhe financlally troubled River Run
.housing develepment off River Drive in
' Georgelown. :

. L.V. Matukas of Lenhdorfi Investors
*Services Limiled in Toronto told The
-Herald yesterday that a subsidiary of his

company cffered $1,650,000 for the partial-
Iy compleied subdivision.
' “The offer has been submittied and to
.the best of my knowledge il has been
"accepled,” he said.
. The deal could still develop snags
_however, unlil a Supreme Court
-ruling this morning which would authorize
.the sale under the Mechanic’'s Lien act.

: If the court approves (he sale Mr.
_Matuknas said his company intends to
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cumplele the project and setl the homes. A
special project manager has been hired Lo
look after the develvpment and he should
he able to start working within 14 days, he
said. 1t will be the monager’'s job 1o call
trades people and let tenders, Work on the
project could be underway again within 23
to M0 days.

All the old contracts have been
cancelled and it will be up Lo the manager
whether former contractors will be re-hir-
od or whether the work will go to dilferent

people.
TOO LYY
The 11.5 acre sile containing 89
parlially completed condominium  units
has been derelict since September and two
previous offers of purchase had lo be
turned dawn as loo fow. Even M the

=

present price the first mortgage holders, -

the Bank of Montireal, v:ll loose money
over $100,000.

In an affidavit presented last month
Bank of Montreal accounts manager Rill
[.unn said numerous acts of vandalism
have oceurred &t the property because i
was abandoned lor so long and. with the
arcival of warm wealher, more problems
vould be expected. He said that “alihough
the actual amount eutstanding for prinei-
pal, interest and preservation costs is well
in excess of 51,800,000 unless the bank
look the draslic step of accepling a loss
“lhe project may well became a derelict

and will be extremely dilficull to sell at a
later dale™”,

Mr. Matukas said that se far s
company has no list of the names of
previous purchasers but naturally they

New owners, new start f

will want to gel in 1ouch with these peeple
i they can find them and see f they are
still interested in buying o anit when it is
complete,

faver Hun closed down last {all when
1L J. Da Carcle, one of the partners in
Absodde |, went bankrupt and the company
couldn’l meet its commiliments to cont-
raclurs.

FRAUD SQUAD

The . Meirepolitan Teronto Fraud
Suutaed was called in to investigate Mr. Da
Cario’s books and the project was barric-
aded off to prevent vandals from inflicting
further damage.

Citade! Management Services presid-
enl Halph Ortlieb took over the atlempts
1 sell the property in order lo mee! the
croditors demands but two attempls to

sell it by tender had to be refused as too
low,

The [act that the project was designed
ae on Assisted Home OQwnership Project
(AHOP. tied prospective builders’
hands. The urits had to sell for a speeilic
prire and delays and inflation had already
eaten into much of the prefit & bullder
would expect to earn on t, he told The
Herald. 1t would take a very financially
healthy company to be able to complele
the project under the circumstances and
this was one of the bhiggest problems in
(inding &« buyer.

'Ureditors who sued the company
under the Mechanics’ Lien Act will
receive nothing since the sale has nol
produced sulficient funds even to salisfy
the Girst morigage holders

Home Newspaper of Halton Hills s

or River Run

Part of the condition for the sale, Mr,
Ortlieb said, would be that the purchaser
would undertake to carry out the ariginal
plan for the property. That would include
completion of the 83 units and an oddition-
al 50 units which have nol yel been
started.

Meiro Fraud Squad Seargeant Bill
Barr said that many months of investigat-
ion of books of the 150 or mare companies
which Mr. DaCearlo owned has convinced
him that the man may be guilty of fraud.
However, at this point the crown atiorney
isn't conlent with the evidence and thus
the case is stil) under invesligation.

A Torounte television station is work.
ing on a decumentary on the police
investigntlion of the case becouse it has
hepdn so lenglhy and so involved, Sgt. Barr
iaid.
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The big paper with the i
hig circulation read :
first by everyone. g
Reaching more than |
13,650 homes in ]
Halton Hills. £
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Town unveils new librar theatre plan

Issues

discussed

This week the three
majnr candidates in the
Brampton-Georgetown ri-
ding met with Herald
staff writers to discuss
their stands on the major
issues of the current clec-
tion eampaign. The cand-
idates wresile with the
issues of medicare, encr-
gy, stimulating the econ-
emy and, their opposition
parties’ competance.

Pape 11

Optimist

honors

The Georgetown Optl-
mist Club honored both
civilians and pollce for
their efferls an behalf of
the local force throughout
the past year,

Page 11

Moscow
bound

Centennial Middle
School wrestling coach
Jim Hall, along with 14
pther Canadians, wiit be
travelling to Moscow to
study their approach to
the sport.

’ Page 18

Builder
award

Nominations for the
Halton Hills Sports Build-
er Award have closed.
Fourteen individuals and |
one group have been no-
minated. The names of
the three finalisis will be
printed in next week's
Herald.

Page 30
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GARDENING TIME AGAIN

John Cornlsh is happy to be out in his garden again. Mr.
Cornlsh who is 9 years old, was out digging up the gorden
Monday afternoon to plant polatoes, and look some lime to prune
hls Mowering almond bush, He grows a litile bit of everylthing in

the garden. and hos encugh

somethlng for them thls way.”

T

Years of controversy may be over as the Geor
joining Fruperty have been recommended as the site

;. $1.5million arts and crafts
. Subject to approval

will modify old library building, site

By PAUL DORSEY
‘Herald staff writer

theatre and library complex.
i-;y town council next Tuesday, munici
negotiations for the purchase of three private homes on Churc
which accupy part of the land needed for the planned 23,000-square foot complex and

etown Public Library and ad-
or Halton Hills' new combined

1 officials will open
and Market Street
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polatoes each year lo glve some
awsny. He saya he should prebably be selling them, “'bul I've got a
reaily good bunch of nelghbors, who're good to me, and | can do

{Herald photo by Lorl Taylor)

considered by

Georgetown

BILL MILLER
Highland
games

Four years oge, Bill
Miller says he was coerc-
ed into getting involved in
the local Speyside High-
land Games. Now gelting

" ready .for the games is
one his great relaxations
and pleasures. He discus-
ses the games and his
interest in them:in this
week's instaliment of
“'Halton's People™.

. Pagel

By PAUL DORSEY

Herald stalf writer
Municipal afficials have obt-
ained a §113,300 per year max-
imum ecstimate on the cosl of
operating a pubtic urban trans-
it system in Halton Hills, but
private [inoncial commit-
ments may be needed before
town council supports the idea.
The town's general commit-
lce Mondny night heard the
results of an urban transit

feasibility study updated by
the provincial ministry of
Iransportation and communi-
cations (MTC) for the second
lime recently in response (o
council's request,

MTC project planner Jehn
Schaal admitted that urban

transit, although provincially- .

subsidized, is an expensive
undertaking for any municipa-
lity and acknowledged that the
cost of implemeniation has

FOR ELECTION NEWS

Because of our plans to bring you complete tocal election
coverage, the hiay 23 edition of The Herald will arrive st your

home Wednesday aflernoon.

Qur usual esrly morning arrival time

Wednesday, May J0.

will resome
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risen subsiantiaily, due large-
ly to inflation, since the first

feasibility sludy was conduct-

ed here in 1972.

URBAN TRANSIT

Although Coun, Mlke Armst-
rong and others suggested that
the urban transit concept may
as well be “buried"” Immediat-
ely, the majority of commitice
mmbers voled to have lown
staff prepare a report on the
concept and survey local busi-
nesses and service clubs as to
their interest in co-funding
such a system,

For its updated transil study
the MTC prepared estimales
for three different levels of
servicing in the urban George-
town area, All three systemns
would cover a basic bus route
stretching fram the corner of
Delrex Boulevard and Gairy
Drive {o the Mill Street-Main
Street intersection downtown,

committee

and all three would invelve an
average suggesied fare of 30
cenls per passenger,

The estimaled costs of the
service range from $113,300 a
year for the MTC's recom-
mended option, uiilizing two
buses during peak periods ope-
rating every hanlf-hour, to
41,000 for n greatly reduced
service level. Those costs are
up from $90,600 and $64,800,
respectively, since 1976, when
the study was last updated.

The MTC report predicls
that more than 139,000 riders
would benefit from their rec-
ommended oplion each year,
contributing $41,800 in fare
revenue. Of the $71,500 deficit
thal would result annually, the
municipalily would have to
pay $43,200 and the MTC the
balance.

Extending the transit syst-

park Iot.
L“Xt a special well-attended meeting Saturday morning, the town’s general
committee unanimously accepted the first of two options recommended by Bailey

Consulting Associates

Harold Kalman. The committeee ch
4 Geﬂﬁ?etnwn over a vacant, three-acre sl
on

ghway 7.

Included in the propsal is an
8,000-square foot, 300-seal
theatre facllity estimated to
cost $4830,000, a 14,000-square
foot library which will cost
$700,000 and a 1,000-square foot
exhibition gallery for arls and
crafts shows, estimaled to cost
$50,000.

OVERALLPRICE

Added 1o the averalt price
tag is the $200,000 cost of the
tand's acquisition and develop-
ment and $70,000 worth of
furnishings, plus operaling
costs expected 1o totol $22,500 0
year,

If approved by council, the
complex must be flinanced par-
tially by public conscription,
with $184,300 to be raised in a
funding campaign which the
Geargetown Hotary Club and
the Halton Hills Arts Council
have already offered to con-
duct.

The balance of the costs will
be paid out of the $400,000
debeniure issued to council in
1975 for the library’s restora-
tion, now worth $516,500 with
the interest added; $307,000
collected in the form of lol
levies and pledged to Lhe new

Town pledges
funding for

The payment af $40,000 Lo
assist in the resteration of
Acton's contury-old lown hall
has been recammended by the
town's general commiltee.

After a lengthy debate Mon-
day night during which alleg-
gdly parochial cemments
made by some councitiors
raised the ire of those repre-
sopting Ward 1 {Acton), the
commiltec agreed lo carmark
$40,000 in the town's 1980 bud-
get as ils share of the estimal-
ed $200,000 restoration cost,

- adding the condition that the
availability of provincial
prants must first be assured
{for the project.

Dr. Gearge Elliott, chair-
man of the Acien Town Hall
Restoration Committee, re-
minded the general committce
that a financial commitment Is
needed from the municipality
before the Ontario ileritage
Foundation and the Winlario
Foundation will further consi-
der grant applicalions.

ANTICIPATE GRANTS

The citizens' Restoration
{’'ommitice is anticipaling ap-
proximately $116,666 werlh of
granis from the ministry of
culiure and recreation, Win-
tario and the Heritage Founda-
tion, comprising of the bulk of
the funds needed Lo reatore the
histeric town hall on Willow
Street. Used in recent years as
a seniors’ drop-in centre and o

lice precinc statlon, the red

rick struelure was or
closed in 1977 because of poten-
tial safety hazards,

‘The general commillee re
sponded to Dr. Elliolt’'s pre-
sentation by recommending
the $40,000 allocation for ap-
proval and sanctioning coun-
¢il's designation of the bullding
as a community eenire, The
recommendation, subject lo
council’'s approval next week,
would also see a special com-
mittee of council established to
meel the restoration commit-
tee and finalize details of the
project.

.Initial opposition to the allo-

Continued on page Lhree cation of municipal funds was

% Acton hall

offered, however, by Coun. Pat
Patterson, who refused to sup-
porl further tax impositions
upan the town's rural residents
to pay for urban facilities, and
by Coun. Hoy Booth, who
demanded answers to several
questions befgre he endorsed
the move.

Coun. Booth took exccption
to Dr, Elliolt's contention that
council would realize n much
better return on lis $40,000
investment if it elected (o
restore, rather than demaolish
the building, as is also being
considered.

“The alternative expendi-
ture of $40,000 for demolitlon
would result in a blank wall
and a postoge stamp-size park-
ing lot ton the town hali’s old
site)," Dr. Elliolt commented.

. GREATLY EXCEED

Coun. Booth said mainten-
ance costs for the restored
town hall would greatly exceed
those for the parking lat, which
in itsell is needed for Aclon’s
volunteer (irefighters as well
as downtown shoppers If the
hall is restored, he asked,
where would its patrons park
their cars?

Acton's much-discussed

td., architect Keith Wagland and architectural consultant
ose the existing library site near downtown
te adjacent to Gordon Alcott Memorlal Arena

camplex: and $400,000 in pro-
vincinl granis and aubsidies.
Officials of the Retary Ciub
Arts Council, Georgetown Lit-
tle Theatre, Georgetown Chor-
al Society, Universily Wo-
men's Club, Credit Valley Arti-
gans, Geargelown Area Rale-

- payers Assoclation, Nornic

Studio for the Performing Arts
and Halton Hills Public Li-
brary Board address the ¢com-
mittee in turn Saturday, cach
endorsing the concept as re-
commended by the consul-
lants.

Also sanctioning the propos-
al was Janet MclIntosh, chalr-
man of the Concerned Cltizens
Library Study Group, which
prepared a report on the need
for a new or expanded library
facility in Halton Hills and
concluded 1hat a library should
be combined with the culiural
centre under consideration by
council.

The involvement of the
Georgetown YM-YWCA in the
complex proposat was briefly
discussed alter the commiltiee
had been lold that the group
was not inferested in sharing a
sile near the downlown core.
An official ol the YM-YWCA.
questioned the statement and
suggesied that the group
should have been consulted
beforehand,

PRIVATE HOMES .

As recommended by the con-
sullants, private homes and
properiies at 54 and 63 Market
Street and al 6 Church Street
would have to be purchased

- and twa of them demolished to

clear the way for an expanslon
to the existing library building
and a new parking area.

The acquisition of adjoining
sropertles would expand the
width of the existing library .
site from 132 feet o 200 feet. Its
depth would remain unchang-
cd at 130 feet, The consultonta
recommended the “rearrange-
ment” of the expanded &lte Lo
accommodate a parking lot for
60 cars, noting that ancther 90
vehicles could be parked along
streets within a one-block ra-
dius of the site,

The recommended option cn-
ables council to retaln the
exlisting library bullding as a
public library, which was

Conlinued on Page three

condition of the original deed
" Conlinued on page two

OKAY WITH CRTC

From the Ottawa Burean

Of the Herald

OTTAWA—The Canadlan Radlo-televiston and Telecom-

municatlons Commission has

anthorized the sale of a large

number of shares in Halton Cohle Systems Ltd. which operates
the cable television service In the Georgetown, Acton and Miltou

area.

The commission approved the teansfer of 450,989 CAmINAS.

shares, 2 total of &8 per
Jamieson and K. Mac

ceat of ocutstanding shares from Al
gall to Triangle Colour Lab 144,

Jumleson js velilng 58.91 per cent, or 409,010 shares, whils

MacDougsil Is selllag 9.99 per cent or 79,90 shares.
. ﬁlgﬂl.ﬁ RaMme tifm:. the commliszion will aliow the bsue of -

b.
400,000 common shares from the treasury te Triaggle Colour La
The application was consldered by the CRTIC st 2 publle

hearing held In Kitche

]

ner last Febhruary,




