Determined youngster ™

refuses to give in

Hy LG TAYLOR

Herald stalff welter
Agnes Kavansgh 15 a very
determined,  independent
voung lady bul she his 1o be-

she has cercbhral palsy.

Agnes was chosen this .car
io be Hallon's "Tammy™, to
represent crippted children in
1falton ot fund-raising events
ot behall of the Untarlo
Society for Crippled Children.
She waos first notilied thot she
had been chesen when she was

mvited to attend the tHalton

Hegional  Police  force's
Policemen’s Hall o early
April.

Agnes, or Aggic. as family
and friends call her, mude her
first real appearance on hehalf
of crippled children last week
nl the press conference an-
nouncing the bheginning of Al
talding's Golf Week tor
Timmy in Halton Mav 12,

AR s 2 vears old. and has
been handiwcapped stimce she
wits born. She was premature.
and  the lamaly  doctor and
pediatrician onginally a1-
tributed her handicap lo tha
lavt, '

When  Mro and  Mrs.
Ravanagh ook Apgie to sick
Children’s Hospital, they were
fold Aggie had cerebral palsy.
she was three vears old when
the dugnosis wias hinally
maedoe

NEVER TALK

CWnen they sd verelral
padsy. o hit ws Like o ton of
hirweks Mrs Kavanagh sadd
“Thes never told me she'd
never walk ™

ARRIC now pets around with
The assistance of erutches and
laoks larward to the day when
she waldl e abile to walk alone.
Tt she swasn't always  as
muobile as she is now

Apgie goes to Georgelown
and Lhsteict Memorial Hospit-

al three ljd:rﬂ wiek for an
hour of therapy ta increase her
rutility . When she started in
kindergarten ot Heoly (ross
~rhgol  <he was crav hing on
her hands and knees 1o get
araundg

By the famee Apes wis n
grade one, she was using a
siddle walker. which she sat
down in. and pushed with her
legs By grade 8 che used 2
paridlel pusher. and by prade
tour. =he was wsing o 3-H
walker

In grade =X, Apgie wos
usinp crutches lor the fiest
tite. but of ook 1 1ol ol wark
andd exervise 1o get her theee
buring her hours of therapy.
Agpie prachises raising her
legs trom the leor, wialking
Iwelween paratlel bars. and
rihing o bicvele  She also
praciises gethng up and down
~Lirs,

CIE s hard work.™ she saod

Region plans meeting

to be held in town

The members of Halton re-
gion's public works commitice
will be taking a first-hand look
at eight different 1rouble spols
in Halton Hills next week
hefore convening a4 specinl
meeling al North Halton Golf
and Countey Club,

The occasign is the annual
works departmeni tour, which
this year is conceniraling on 15
north Halten localivns curreni-
iy ‘bt-tnp, discussed by the com-
mitlee. _

A charter bus will carry
commitiee members and cther
interested officials from the
regional headquarlers in Oak-
ville and make ils first stop o
Site “F"", the highly-conirover-
sial 246-acre agricullural area
in rural Milton where reginnal
council has been atiempting lo
establish a major landfil] site.

The commiliee is actunlly
expecled 1o simply drive past

© Rite 'F" so that newer mem-

bers c¢an familiarize then-
selves wilh the appearance of
the area, which was the sub-
ject of a recent, three-maonth
{Intario Municipal Board hear-
Ing- A deciston is pending.

Slops are planned al four
ather Milten locations where
the commiltee will examine
lwp bridges and a highway
intersections where improve-
menls are needed, along with
the newly -expanded Milton
Water Pollislion Conirol plant
and 1the works department’s
north area operations head-
guarters on Steeles Avenue,

SPECIAL SESSION

The committee's regular bi-
weekly meeting, normally held
in Oakvilfe, is scheduled 1o

Region
sending

Hallon region's area munic-
ipalities and public libraries
will likely cominue receiving
copics of mecling agendas (or
reginnae] couneil and commit-
tees despite a proposal 1n eut
expenses by eliminating the
practice of mailing agendas.

Regional council last Wed-
nesday accepled o suggestion
by Oakville Coun. Terry Man-
nell which will see paper cov-
ers replace the more expens:
ive cardboard covers currenl.
ly seen on all council and
commiltee agendas al 1l cog-
yon.

A further propesal recom-
mended by the region’s admin-
isiration and finance ¢ommil-
1ee Sougnl to trnm more expen-
se5 by having copivs of 1he
agenda available only al reg-
tonal headeguarters in Oakville,
Clerk Garlield Brown reported
That Between 140 and §50 copics
are miled out or delivered by

begin al 1 pan. al the North
Haltan Galf and Country Club
oy Georgetown's Maple Ave-
nue, where members will have
lunch white discussing perti-
NENT ISSUes.

Prior 1o the meeting, lhe
commminier will visit six Hallon
Hills locations.

Members will first view
Alain Sireet South in Acten,
where the region is coniributs
gt $421,750 toward the cost of
ins1alling sanitary sewers and
watermaing along Main, M
and Apnes Sivects, The project
is slated 1o begin in June and
ead next November,

The next slop is Aclon's
Water Pollution Centrol plani
off Churehill Road South,
winch was expanded Ins| year
e handle 1 million galluns of
witer per day

fn Georgelown, conimitice
members will be shown the
fowtt's coin meler stalion on
Teondd Hoad, recently construct-
ed adjneent to the region's
wilter tower lo improve 1he
level of water services for
some  rosidents.  Consumers
had previously [aced prablems
hecause bulk water haulers
were drawing supplies from
the Maple Avenue [litralion
plant.

NORVALWATER

The Norval walerworks sys-
lem is nexl on the agenda,
providing the ¢ommittee with
i opportunily to see how the
hamltet has been serviced [rom
Georgetown’s water supply us-
ing the 176,000-galton capacity

stakdpipe 10 provide batanced

will continue
libraries agendas

COUT T OVery week.,

Coun. Walter Mulkewich of
Burlington arpgued, however,
that allDchids in coch of the
region’s [our jirea municipalit-
s, as o owell as all public
libraries wiich are keeping a
hile, should continue ta recepve
capies af the agenda tn assist
arl inform Joead councils and
rallpvers, .

Councit approved Caun,
Mulkewick'™s amendment o
thes commiattec recommaendal-
wnn, asking regionad stafl o
prepare a report on the apenda
dhstrihurion palicy and relaled
costs, Coun. Mulkewich finled
o amend the recommendation
concernme agendn covers, for
witich  he said comparitive
vosts shold also be outlined.

Atdpumstralion comniitee

charman Meloean Anderson of
Vlakville explained hal  1he
recimmoendalion to discontin-

CALETHON BRIDGE CLLURB
Hesulls for May 3 1, Charles Gabel and Macrgaret
Hinlon: 2. Sandy Ferris and Janet Martin: 3, Kathy

Lauvghlin and Maric Watson.
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pressure and an emergency
supply fur fire fighting pur-
puses. The system was placed
inscrevice 1ast June at a cost of
74200 although watermains
woere mt completed until No-
viember, _

The committee bus will thgn
stap al Georgetown's Witer
Peltution  Conlrol plant  off
Mountainview Hoad South, or-
iginally  constructed in 1961
dnd expanded lasl year to a 3
million gallon per day capa-
vily.

The communily's Water Fil-
Iration plant on Maple Avenue
will also he viewed, showing
the commitiee members how
privtidwaler from four of
Geargetowi's  six municipal
wells is processed [rom con-
sumpliun, According o 1978
slanslics, GeeTrgetowners con-
sumer aboul §9million gallons
of waler a day.,

Following the commiliee
meeting and luncheon, memb-
ers will board the bus and head
southward again, slopping
briefly along Trafalgar Road
belween Stewartlown and
Ashgrove, where preliminary
wark has begn to widen the
rixtil

The region obhtained posses-
singt of all necessary lands
along Trafalgar April 30 and
lentders for the work will be
called Laler this month.

Hegional employees will be
planting 1rees nlong 1he wid-
ened highway 4o replace these
recently cul down [or the
$600.000 project, slaled for
completion next December,

it the mailing practice was
made w9 response o a reguest
Trasm a0 “Taranio hame build-
ers’ associalion”. The group
nsked o have copies of the
apendus mailed 1o it so that
angning development in Halion
emild b monlored. :
“We have 1o draw the line

somewhere.” Coun. Andersan

sinied,

AMr Brown informed council,
thit copics are distributied 1o
clerk™s offices and public
warks direciors in each area

- myumbeipadity, all public librar-

s, several ralepayers’ argan-
pralions, 1he Children’s  Aid
socicty, o Millon real estale
[irm and sther arca interests.,

Membwers of regional coungil
will comlinue receiving copies
vy courwer cegardless of
council’s decision,

VISIT YOUR LOCAL

-ROASTS

sirtoin Tip *2.89 ib.
Top Round*2,89 Ib.
2,79 in.
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. Lieorgetown  hosgiliel,

T-Bone

In addibion o her visils (o
ARBIe
makes regular visils svery six
months to the offive of (he
tintario Society  lor Crippled
{ ' ildrenain Toronto. where she
5 examined by o newrelogist
and an orthopathe surgeon
Thev pave her and her parents
o progress reporl: the last
repart sand her bhalance s
impravingd, Aggie sand 1 she
hopes to waik withoul or
utches, Aggie :wst have a
pood «cnse of balance

Aggre sapd shee sets ~mall
guals tor hersell when doing
her therapy, but she also has
bigger goals 10 work on.

Ask her what those  bigeer
pouls are, and she'll answer
promptly - 1 want 1o get my
hips straight, and lilt my legs
higher.” The accomplishmient
of both these goals 15 essenbial,
il Apgic hopes 1o walk without
her crutches,

“They say she'll theow away
the crutehes. with o 1ot ol
support, with i lod of therapy.™
Mrs. Kavanagh said.

How long will it be before
Aggie  discards those crul-
vhes®

“Is not very far away.”
Apggie answered with con
lidenee.

Lide esnl oflen smooth oy
the handicapped. as Agpie can
testify. School has been pood
lor the most parl, she said,
ilthough  there wasx  one
feiacher whe was  une
svmpathetic to her  speclal
nevds This wias resolved with
it little help trom her mother,
but alher situations Aggic can
handle herself.

Children  her ewn  age
Iregquentdy call her names. Is it
hevause she's differont”

“That's what it seems like,”
Aggie snid  As lo the way she
handles it, [ ignore it and tel]
them to shut up.™

“I'm nol sure it's really
right. hut she has lo have some
kind of defence.” Mrs.
Kavanagh said.

Aggic 15 limiled in the ac.
1ivities she can parlicipate in,
bt she enjovs 1o the hilt the
ones she can do. She is par-
tivularly lond of television
pame shows, and loves plaving
vards, nnd poing 1o the store
and to the movies '

REALLY GO

“'They re really pood to ws al
the theatre,”™ Mres. Kavanagh
saild They let Aggie go to Lhe
head of fhe lipe 50 she won't
get ired standing in line.”

traing te the store, which
Aggie soid she enjoys very
much. can he a problem, Mrs.
Kavanagh said. People aren't
aware that there’'s u han-
fhicapped person in the slore,
and they rush aboul ot their

normil speed without taking -

into consideration the facl thal
Agpie aperates at @ little
slower ride. she said,

People do somelimes stare,
and Mrs Kavonagh swed, 0
stare right back at them for
her ™'

t;oing on picnics with the
nther children al Cedarvale
piack was at one time out of the
qquestion lfor Aggre. bl she s
now ahle to go down te the

park. WHH the hills on Maple

Avenue, AgRie couldn't get to
the park unless her mother
drove hir by car.

“The Guides have hoen very,
very good lo her,”" Mrs.
Kavanagh said. “Il's a
pleasure {n toke her there.”
Aggie has varned her heatth,
hostess. writer's, haker's and
history hadges and right now

she 15 working on  her
speaker’s badge. '
Aggie  has  her  own

respansibilities al home, as do
her brother. JJim and sislers,
I*am and Cynthia. Aggic has o
wash the dishes “Tae pot
dishpan hands™ . make her
aown bed, and keep her room
vlean.
"“The abways

Wiy we've

Laught, 5 thal o Aggie does
sminething wrong.,  she's
purished lar it just as the rest
of the chitdren e, Mrs,
havanugh said AL the
sty for Crippled Children
they sawl. "She doesn’l want
pily, it isn1 good lor her Treat
her like any ether child.” And
that's what we try lo do.”

Ageie sat slwavs ireated
bke any other child by out-
sitders, Rowever Mrs
Ravanagh said when Apge
was [our vears old, she and her
husband tried to get insurance
policies far cach of their
children to provide them with
a nest egld. The insurance
company refused lo insure
Aggie. because “they said if
there wus o ¢ar coming at her
she wouldn't be able to get out
ol the way last coough, H's
ridiculous — her life expectan-
¢v is the same as ours.*’

COMPANY HEFUSED

Each summuer Aggice goes to
vamp  for two  weeks.
lLakewood Camp is located on
the shareline of Lake Frie, and
15 sponsored by the Enpster
Seads campaign. Children at
the camp take pact in arts and
crafts programs, and swim-
ming, and alsohave “frec lime
1o play.” Aggie said. The
campers olso sometimes have
camplires.

“Apgie really looks forward
tao il Mrs. Kavanogh said.

“Myr ¢abin, Cabin 1, is this
far from 1he Lake Erie,"” Aggie
said, holding her hands oul
about o foot apart.

Mrs, Kavanagh said Apgie's
limily contributes financially
to her stay at the camp, and
hopes to be able 1o increase
iheir vontribution next year.
The biggest expense Tor Aggie,
aside from medical expenses,
has bheen for shoes, Mrs,
kaviinagh said. Aggic is
unable to life her legs very {ar
oll the ground, and as a result,
her shoes wear oul quickly.

Aggic 5 dreiven 1o scheool
cach day by Glen Taxi, and
Mrs. Kavanagh expressed her
appreciation (or their help. She
satd Aggie and her family also
received a great deal of
pssistance from the Hotary
Club and the Hed Cross.

“thwerall. it's heen rough.
bul it's gelting better. ond

petting casier,” Brs.

Kivanagh siad,
FirEISHETTER

Aggeie  said  she  pels

depressed sometimes, but she
just practises her excrcises
then, and she stacts to feel
hetler about the distance she's
travelled. :

She has her ambitiens for the
future, namely to become o
teacher of children in grade
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LIVERWURST
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Take the work out of entertaining this spring with our delicious satads, meat
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alhme,

two and four. “heciose [ won't
hiave to study that much to
teach those grades. ™ She aiso
wanls to marry and have two
vhildren

Hopelully she won't go
throuph what her mather went
through when she  was
pregnant with her second child
Shpgie s the oldest .

“The dogter sumid chances of
having o second child with
cerebral palsy were slim. bt |
Wil petrilied,”™ Mrs.
Wavanagh sand. *When [ see
uther kuls at the ventre oy
vrippled childrenn Torontos |
think I'm lucky with Aggie.”

AR has  one  all-
ecncompassing  goal for the

juture-to walk withoul er-

uiches, It can begt be sum-
med up in Aggie’s own words,

writtlen when shewas in grade
four The teacher asked her
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Apnes Kavanaph is o little Umilted In the activitles she can
shure with her brother, Jim, and her sisters PFam and Cyathla,
hul (he four enjus plaving cards togeihrer. Agnes. who Is the
secund from the lell, was born with cerebral paadss . She walks
wlth the assistunce of crutches, and her goal is 1o une dav walk
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LEASING A CAR
OR TRUCK

ANY MAKE OR -
MODEL

lerald photo}

students 1o write three wishes
they would like to have come
true. Aggie's hirst wish was to
randparents.

I wax Aggie's second wish,
nowever, which said it all, |
wish I could walk. Because
thén 1 could run ™

Choyrolet

Oldsmuobile

~ GIVE US A TRY

‘areelaciichoat: s

J. Novak D.T.

J. Kohari D.T.

Georgetown

104 GUELPH STREET (on Highway 7 beside Post Olfice)

Denture nereey Clinic
Phone: 877-8974 791-2314

e cut & blow dry
e shampoo & sets

s tints
¢ streaking

e henna

¢ halr straightening

e complete line of Jhirmack make up
« ear plercing

¢ manicures

j‘e o[’ooéing G’fadd

16 Main Street S.
Acton — 853-3040

Ask obout our home service
if you can't make it to the salon
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BUY THE PAIR
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Caluce wood grdin
haindles and full
length decarative
plagun
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