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Court ruling
threatens

e,

Halton board

A recent Ontario divisional

+ court ruling has serious im-
' glicntiﬂns for the Halton School

oard as well as school boards
across Ontario.

The court upheld a previous
County Court ruling suspending
two Toronto school board members
from purtlcipnting in board
business for one and two months
and also ordering them to pay the
20,000 court costs incurred so {ar.

So much for democracy.

The ‘crime' the Taronto
trustees Bob Spencer and Bill
Fisher are supposed to be guilty of
is voting on a contract for high
school teachers while their wives
are employed by the Toronto board
as PUBLIC school teachers.

So where's the conflict?

" Neither man's spouse will
~ directly affected by the contract
. the trustees voted on.

Neither trustee stood to benetil
directly from the matter they voted
on and neither did their wives.
Cerlainly when conflict of interest
legislation was drafted, it was
meant to end the days when

{ﬁliticians granted contracts to,

eir own firms along with
similarily blatant acts, not to
muzzle democracy.

And that's what happening in
Toronto, and as a result, across
Ontarto. The Toronto school board
is currently in a high state of
politicization. Until the court
rulings, the board was almost
evengeaplit between left-leanin
members, supporting the NDP an
right-wing conservative members.

Any doubt that the conflict of
interest charges were politicall
motivated was removed last wee
when David Moll the man who filed
the charges, admitted in a Toronto
newspa
to cour
beliefs.

Mr. Moll’s charges came
immediately after the boards’
closest vote of the year, on the high
school contracts, which had ended
in a 13-13 tie. The court ruling
depriving the trustees of their vote

because of their left-wing

. now ensures that the vote will now

. interests

ss in favor of the right, the group
r. Moll supports, Surely this type
of manipulation of the courts
cannot be considered in the best
of the democratic

. process.

Milne’s tabloid

is a falseissue

= wm ok = § B &%

A false issue has ‘been in-
troduced into the Brampton-
Georgetown federal -electjon

campaign.

Last week supporters of
Conservative hopeful John Mc-
Dermid filed a complaint with the
Canadisn Chief Returning Of-
ficer's office claiming that
Liberal candidate Ross Milne has
violated the Election Act.

They charge that a campaign
newspaper published by Milne and
distributed with two weekl
newspapers in the riding on. Ap
18 constitutes a violation of the
Election Act ban on newspaper
advertising until April 22.

Mr. Milne denies this saying
the tabloid was dfﬁtrllhutetgl with the
newspapers simp or con-
veniegcg sake. He Ea¥d the tabloid
is similar to any other piece of
campaign literature pubtished
durin e race and, adds these
may Ee distributed at any point
during the campaign.

Conservative candidate Mec-
Dermid argues that the tabloid is
like any other supplement inclided
with a newspaper, like a brochure

" prometing a hardware store,

su arket etc. — he mﬁf it’s
sdvertising and therefore illeg#§l.

er that he took the trustees

We think that trustees like Mr.
Spencer and Mr. Fisher are ac-
countable enough to their volers.
The voters should decide whether
or not the two men are voting
appropriately.

We believe that the muzzie

" being applied by the court ruling

will deprive future boards’ of
valuable trustees. For if a teacher,
student or spouse of the same
knows that he or she will be unable
to vote on many matters of board
business, what will be the point of
mning.

The Halton board has already
suffered a reduced level of service

- from Noel Cooper simply because

he is a teacher with another board.
Mr. Cooper decided to withdraw
{rom the Halton salary committee
because of the mlin%‘. Certainly, it
seems to us that the input of a
teacher into salary proposals
would be worthwhile. Who can
better tell the board of the needs
and desires of teachers than
another teacher? We trust Halton
voters to tell us at the ballot box
whether or not the¥l feel Mr.
Cooper's voting is influenced by
feelings of teacher solidarity.

Using the conflict of interest
thinking, students should not be
eligible for board positions. Afl-
terall, who has more to gain than
students of a school board them-
selves. In Ontaric many school
boards now have valuable student
members serving on their boards.

Taking Mr. Moll's conflict of
interest thinking lo its logical
extreme, taxpayers would also be
disqualified from board mem-
bership. Certainly the voting to set
taxes Eas to represent a direct of
conflict of interest wince the rates
will Elirm:ily effect those who vote
for it.

Of course, depriving taxpayers
of o riggt to sit on school boards
would be ridiculous, but not much
more ridiculous than the court's
ruling.

The Halton school board should
pass a motlon expressing their
opposition to the anti-democratic
court ruling and expressing their
support for the muzzled trustees. If
they don't and the ruling is allowed
to stand unchallenged, the make-
up and democratic nature of our
1ocal school, and those across the
province, will be greatly effected.

NDP candidate Liavid Moulton
has the best comment on the affair,
he says, it's not important. He
argues that the real questions that
must decide this election are the
candidates’ stands on the many
serious issues facing this nation.

Mr. Moultor's right.

We feel confident in saying that
whether or not he did viclate the
clection act, Mr. Milne and his
campaign workers did not pur-
poseT set out to violate the act. He
is nof a stupid man and we don't
think he would consciously
icopardize his campaign simply {0

ave a one week advertising head
start on the other candidates.

So at worst the Milne cam-
paign made a rather stupid
mistake, at best, he did nothing

wruné;.

ither way we don't really
think the move reflects that
strongly on the candidates’ ability
to serve as Georgetown's Member
of Parliament.

What does matter, as Mr.
Moultonn has sald, is Mr. Milnes’
stand on the issues that concern
local voters. And the same goes for
all five candidates vying for the
Brampton-Georgetown seat.

So let's get back to the cam-
paign and let the CRO deal with the
peripheral jssues. ‘

Ry’

GOoLF CLUB
WELCOMES

JoE CLARK

NOTHING LIKE A
GAME oF GolLF

REATY rFor

GELT one

Province’s record worst
in manpower training

By Derek
Nelson

{Juecn's Park Dureau
(M The Herald
TORONTO — Probably in no aren of
provincial respensibility do the Conserva-
tives have o worse record than In the field
aof manpower taimng,

And an advertisemen! in an English
newspaper has given the npposition here,
in particulsy the New Democratic Parly,
2 chance to rake palitical hay from their
failure.

The ads are sceking 350 skilled

warkmen for 2 General Motors plant in

Windsor,

That same city is also the location of
a pruposed Ford engine ptant, to which ihe
province granted $25 million so it would

locate here, and for which 500 skilled
workers will be needed. :

New Demeocrats fear that there won'l
he enough trained Canadians for the johs,
ar aliernatively, Ford will steal people
frem small business firms already operat-
ing in the area.

MANPOWER MINISTER

They place much of the blame on the
province's apprenticeship programs,
which are the responsiblity of Education
sinister Bette Slephenson, and before
her, Collepges and Universities Minisler
Harry Parrott.

In addition, the recenl Throne Speech
designated Labor Minisler Bob Elgie as
vlabur and manpower minister,” signify-
ing some kind of shift in his role.

As he himself said, be'll be “assuming
some guiding and co-ordinating roles with
regards to  manpower aclivities™ but
unforiunately all that's been done to date
is “gathering logether informalion™ for
further study.

Greal. Which brings the guesiions
hack to Stephenson, and MPP Dave Cooke
| NDP-Windsor-ltiverside) had a few pert-
inent ones for her.

N ANSWER

Why arc there only 20 people in
apprenticeship programs at General Mot-
ars” Windsor plant?

Why isn'l any aule manufacturer

represenied on an advisory commumty
industrial training commiltee in Windsor?

And why are there more applicants
for apprenticeship positions in Windsor
than ihere are openings, considering
existing industry in the area and Ford
maoving in as well?

Stephenson pul as good o face on it o8
she could, considering the obvious inade-
guacy of the government's programs over
lhe years. .

NEW SHIFT

In 1977, for example, Robertson,
Nickerson Group Association filed a re-
pori with the federal government on the
exisling status ol apprenticcship prog-
rams across the country,

“Plercing the fog of rheterie, theoris-
ing, and posturing, one finds their use in
industry to be practically ail."

It’s just about thal lime, two yeors
ago. that Parroit began the studies
intended to shilt emphasis towards vocal-
innal Iraining. -

Now Stephenson says “just four
weeks ago" an employer-sponsored traln-
ing pregram invelving 2,000 people, and
connected wilh the -automabile industry,
siarted up in Windsor.

Stath, as NDP leader Michael Cassidy
put it, there's a quality of “too littie, to0
late” about the whole business,

Education minister’s speech

By DON G'HEARN
{ueens Poark Bureau
{3 The Herald
TORONTO — I don'l know il you
happened to catch up to the mosl recent
little tempest over Education Minister
Belle Stephenson, Bul if you did you may
have been a bit bewildered by il.

The education minister made a spee-

"¢h. o wide-ranging bit of business, in

which she talked aboul the need 1o take o
fresh and broad leck atl the educational
system and bring our thinking on it up to
date.

A typical point was thal the preseat
school year nnd classroom day had been
designed for a largely rural socicty and
it we should at least lake a look atit.

A NIT-WITT

The next day it was a bit of a shocker
1o some of us who had ready the speech to
sec that the reports of it said the minister
had been proposing longer school days,
larger classrpoms and a relurn to “the
litle red school house™ to meet the
problem of ""declining enrolments.”

A good thing she didn’t read that in
hee bath She might bave been in danger
of drowning.

As for you, the reader, you well would
have had reason to wonder if the much
respected Dr. Slephenson had suddenly
turned into a nil-wit,

She hadn't, of course.,

But she had lived dongerously. In
lalking about the hundreds of 1hings"'
that migh! be considered she had given .
dxamples.

¥or instance, she said that perhaps
the need to close some schools might be
avoided if classes were combined: this
had been done in ihe little red school
house, and it hadn't been all that bad.

Then perhaps there shouldn't be rigid
standards on class-room size; @ history
elass could. without suffering, be larger
isan a science class, for example.

ONE TABOO

This was breaking the number one
taboo in political communication today:
vou don't mention specifies unless you
wanl thern lalked about, and onty then.

For it is one of the [acts of the media .

thal if there is somelhing concrete to be
reporied, and this is what will be reported,
and perhaps nol o accurately reported at
that, :

“Letter to the e ditoy e T B T

‘Good, clean fun’

warms readers

Ta the editor of The Herald:

It gives me great pleasure to wrile to
you with good news about a group of young
people. So many times we forget to talk
about our young people and give them o
pat on (he back for a job well done, Most of
the time it is the bad news that makes the
press.

On April 22nd my wife and I attended
{he 2nd down Credit River Race organized
by the 1st Georgetown Rovers. It did our
hearis good to see 50 to 60 young people
enjoying themselves and having good
clean fun.

To hold this cvent took a lot of hard work
by Lhe 18t Geergelown Hovers, who
themselves are young people. 1 thought It
might be good for the people of
Georggtown and surrounding area to
know about his hard workigg group of
young people.. The result of their elfaris
was a lot'of good fun enjoyed by the boys
and girls at this event. Qur congratula-
tions to the 1st Georgetown Hovers for o
job very well done.

Olwyn unu riobert Gracey
(Rover Leader 1st Hornby
Rover Crew)

|||||||||||||||||||||
''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''

raises ‘nit-wit’ question

Yes, this can be a bit discancerting
perhaps but the real pro politician doesn’l
let it bother him. He plays the game the
way it is and, in fact, if he is good enough
takes advantoge of it by stick-handling his
pet projects with the media the way he
knows it will go for them.

NOPRO

But though Dr. Stephcnson is quile o
proos a person, she is not a pro politician.
And it's doubtful if she would ever wont to
be: for she can see the foolishness of s0
much of i,

And take this os a reassurance. For
though the game of politics always has
and probably always will be occupled with
a lot of nonsense it is preity important
stuff to us underneath and cslls for some
thinking from time to time. People such as

the education minister who don't run with
the herd and the blanket of its comlormity

can stimulnte this.
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‘Halton’s
History

From our files

LIONS BANDSTAND
THIRTY YEARS AGO — Construct-
ion has started on the new bandstahd
which the Lion's Club is erecting in the
park. McNally and Lane are handling the
joh, and the old judge’s sland has been
wrecked. The new bandstand will stand on
this site. It will stand about four fect high
with a solid platform mounled on posts,
with laltice work to the ground,
Council discussed a new location for
the town dump Monday, after receiving a

letter from a firm of Toronto solicilors

writing on behalf of their elicnt, Will Ford,
who complained that the smoke and
fames from the present dump al the park
were crealing a noisance and injuring
shrubbery on properly owned by him at
the foot of Maple Avenue. Mayor Joseph
Gibbons said the dump was a problem
which would have lo be decided very soon,
as the present properly was almost filled.

The Hre brigade was called this
morning when the tire on & Bell Telephone
truck caught fire. The truck had parked on
the highway across from the Old Town
Hall and burning embers from an old
bonfire caused Lhe fire. There was no
damage other than the fire.

LETTER CARRIERS INTRODUCED

TWENTY YEARS AGO — Another
phase of Georgelown's growth will be
reflectied later this year in inauguration of
letter carrier service for all Georgelown.
The Herald was informed this week by
Sandy Best, MP, of the decision at Gllawa
that Georgetown is now ready for operat-
ion of such a system. Door to door delivery
will be inaugurated as soon as 4 per cent
of those 1o be served have installed
suitable receptacles for their mail, Mr,
Best said.

From “'Controversial Corner™ by Ian
Case: At the present moment, much of
Southeen Ontario is in the grip of a
gasoline price war which will probably be
more vicious and more durable than any
we have seen in the past. No doubl many
motorisis will view this suliation with
glee, al the same lime making sure thot
their gas tanks are siways kept well-lilled
at 32 cents a gallen.

Plans were finalized at Monday’s
eouncil mueeting for greeting a distinguis-
hed guest on Thursday, May 14, when s
F:xcellency the Rt Honerable Vincent
Massey, Canada's governor-general, will
spend half on hour in town., Mr. Massey
will arrive by special train at the CNR
station at 4:30 p.m. While Georgetown has
had many prominent visitors in the past, it
is believed that this is the first official visit
of a representative of royalty.

In The Herald classified columns,
under Homes for Hept: Brick house for
renl, centrally located in Georgetown,
Avnilable June 1, $75 a manih.

Tod McDowell of Erin had the misfor-
tune to upset his car and hit the corner of
the barn beside Smith's store last Wedn-
esday night. Apparently he was atlempl-
ing to pass another vehicle when lhe car
wenl out of control on the wet povement,
He was taken to the Guelph Hospital in the
ambtlanee for treatmen! snd domage to
the ear was estimated at $1.500,

NORVAL FARM BLAZE

TEN YEARS AGOD — Water and
sewoge systems are on the horizon for
Glen Willlams, Provincial MPP Jim Snow
told The Herald this week that the Ontario
Wwater Resources Commission has order-
ed design reports from Proctor and
ftedfern, a firm of consulting engineers
which has engineered many projects in
Georgetown. The repart will include plans
for a complete waler supply and distribut-
ing syslem for the Glen as well as a
sewage celleclion system.

Fourteen calves, hay, grain, milking
equipment, stable cleaning cquipment,
and alate heifer were lost in a blaze which
levelled o huge barn and twe silos on the
farm belonging to Jim and Hugh Clark
outside Norval Saturday afternoon, Most
of the world-famous Clark herd were
saved, however, by neighbors who swung
into action when the fire broke out and
led most of the animals to safety. °

Municipal Affairs Minister Darcy
McKeough hos spoken out against an
independent Halton regional government.
He soid that he does not believe Halton
can be refermed alone to create an
renduring region”. He had defined an
enduring region os a governmmenlt area
able to stand on its own two feet in its own
operations and its dealings with ls
neighbors.

All secondary schoois in the county
will now employ health atiendants George
town High School has had the [ull time
services of a health attendant for several
yeats, but less than half the county
schools were in this calegory.

L.OCALSCHOOLS TWINNED

ONE YEAR AGO — Halton board of
education twinned two pairs of schools In
Halton Hills wilh a mixed reaction from
parents who'd urged the board not (o.
Effective Seplember 1, Limehouse school
wlll be twinned with Joseph Gibbons
school in Georgetown and Speyside echool
with Robert Litlle School in Acton. Lime-
house parents vowed after the boards’
action that they would appeal the twinning
ta Education Minister Tom Wells and
perhaps Ontario Ombudsman Arthur Ms-
loney. -

After 7% years of service to the
community of Georgetown, the George-
town Women's Institute has been disband-
ed. The decision, which was maode in
March, came after 75 years of work by the
WI members ta the benefjt of the commu-
nity, from donatlons to Georgetown snd
District Memorlal Hospital to the supply-
ing of food and clothing for the relief of
Hurricane Hazel flood victims.

Friends and relatives of Jack and
Wwilla Hargrove of Acton helped the couple
celebrate thelr Dismoend wedding annive-
rsary Saturday at St. Alban's church in
Acton. Mr. Hargrave, 81, and Mrg, Harg-
rove 78, were marricd Moy 1, 1918 In
Toronto, They have lived in Aclon for 39
yeors. ,

Superintendent Floyd Schwantz does-
n't belleve there will be much of a
difference between his job as superinten-
dent in the talton Regiconal Police force
and hls new positlon as chief of pollee in
Timmins.




