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BOUTIQUES sHOV | (eorgetown high school ‘drop-ins’

LATEST SPRING,

SUMMER Fasuions| recommend commercial course

IUs o mother-daughier combination with Fran Tishman
and her daughter, Randl. Fran s wedrcing a full-lengih skirt as a
cover up aver a malllot bathlng suit, and Randi is showing ane of
the new bikinks, All the fashions tn the show, which was presented
by the North Halton Assoclatlon for the Mentally Hetarded, are
available In the boutiques In the Old Bank bullding.

Sandy Grelg shows one of (he stylishly loose-fittlng fops
which she is wearlng with a narrow bell. Accessorles are
swinging back Into fashlons, and Sandy has completed her outfit

with a smart hat and 2 disco purse.

Photos by Lori Taylor
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By MAGGIE HANNAL
Herald siafl wriler

A lew Georgetown homema-
kers are deing their bit (o
reverse the trend of an imerea-
sing high school dropoud rate
— they ve decided o dropback
in.

A caommercial course  al
the Georgetown and Disrict
High Schoal is in the provess of
wrapping up for thas vear but
registration will soon be open-
ing for next year's term.

And the postteenage siud-
ents enrelled i the course
highly recommuendthe elasses.

“I'd recommend the course
tv anyone who is interested in
it regardless of (heir former
education,™ says Win Cuthber-
tson. 'l wouldn't have missed
it or the world.”

“They say this s the year of
the child but 1 say this is my
}f.-ar says Peggy Corrigan.

"My hushand is se plmsed
with how 1l's gone that he
wants me to go back next year
and gt my Graode 13.7

The women are among the
two dozen howsewives who
started a special commercial

class designed to weach howse- -

wives the practical skills pee-
(ed to enter the work force.,
Their backprounds are varied.
A couple of them were teach

ilccepls a

year requested $3517.

hours., Comtestanls  mtst

upcoming activities

hear Actonians recall old town’s history

“J' MAGGIE HANNAH
Herald stufl writer

A 9%-year-old autegraph
hook, a copy of the Acton Free
Press's 75th anniversary edit-
ion in 1950, o book entitled
Acton's  Early Days and a
house Ing were among the
mementos Acton residents dis-
played at the Esquesing histor-
tcal society meetling Monday
evening in the town's Trinily
United Church,

Long lime Acton residents
Laura Dennts, Margurite Tay-
lor, George Eliott and, Sabm
and Bab MacArtha were the
putst speakers ot the society’s
special meeting 1o learn more
aboul Acton’s history from ils
own res|dents.

Ars. Dennis showed ihe
group a house log which she
had un on her own Willow
Street home. In it she has
recorded pysical deseriptions
of her house as well as
outlining anv repovalions or
changes that were made (o it
over the years. The book
includes details of all 1he
property's nwners. In its 75
ycars, she sayd there has only
been five owners and one
mortgage for $1,000.

Pictures of the house at
various times can be included
ond also pictures of ils owners,
,;.;1{1 thumhbnail sketehes of

About the Hills

Arts Council grant

The Hilton Hills Arts Council will receive a grant of
up to $£325 from the municipality this year, if town council
recommendation of the general committee nexi
vear, The committee Monday night learned that town
Ireasurer Ray King inadvertently failed to notify the Arts
Couneil of the need to submit its grant application prior to
budget time in April, when all such applications were
considered. Mr. King pointed out that council allocated $763
ta a reserve fund to cover any grant applications that were
not covered at that time. The Arts Council, he reporled,
receved approxamately Ho8 from the town in 1978 and this

Flunky disco

The Mugr will hold a Flunky IXisco contesl on April 28
between 9:30 and 10:30 pm. during the regular 8 1o 12 p.m,
pre-register and forms  are
available a1 Acton, Georgetown and Milton high schoals as
well as al the Actor Y aflice. Prizes will be awarded to the
winners in various categories,

Fitness events

For readers interested in local fitness-oriented events,
the town’s genertd committee Monday night sanctioned two
involving walking and runming. The
area chapter of TOPS (Take (f Pounds Sensibly) will be
staging @ Walk-a-lthon May 5 that will follow a route along
Mountainview Hoad South, Five Sideroad, the Eighth Line,
through Cedarvale Park, along Maple Avenue and Delrex
Boulevard, apnd back 1o Mounmimnview,
scheduled for May 26. June 24 will witness the first annual
Mayor's Hoad Race, organized by Operation ACTION.
Canada Works and the lown'’s recreation department.
Joggers and runners arc invited to try the 5.5-kilometre
route from Gordon Alcott Arena, through the industriol park
and along Mountainview Road North,

ers 1w e olhers were purses.
Still others, like Mrs. Cormigen
and Mrs. Cuthberisen. et
school at Grade (0 to wark i
offices. They had one thing in
commnn Jowever, and  tha

was Lhe desite o get back n
the swing of things as they ure
afler raising 1heir Cannly,

LEFT SCHOOL.

Mrs. Corrigan took Lier high
school training in Nova Sootia
amnd worked therr and in
Tearonlo before she feft to raise
her family.

“I've been ot of the work
force for 19 years,” she says.
“Evenil | had waned to work
I couldn’t. T'd have had no
corfidence to go back without
Lrushing up on my skills. |
ditn’'t come back so much to
get a job as to Gnd ou! cbout
loday’s werld. IF 1 was offered
something 1 enjoyed 1'd prob-
abb take it but 1 came back
manly to get my Grade 12 and
gel in touch with things
agan.”

Mrs. Cuthbertson's reasons
for enrolling were slightly
different. She tried jub hunting
and had ne luck. She has boen
al home for 16 years.

“Tdid office workin England
amd in Montreal but | nover
necded typing. Now | found 1
needed it 1 gol the impression
they didn't want me but 1

Bye-Bye tonight

Acton High School students wili present Bye Bye
Bircie at 8 p.m. 1onight, Thursday and Friday.

A rain date is

-

their [omily and job. The book
must remain on the property
at ali times and space has been
telt for future owners 1o record
details about the house and
themselves, she said, in the
hope that the story of the hotse
will gn on no matter who is
hivingt in i1,
MITHERS IMMIK

Mrs. Diennis  alse showed

those presenl an autograph

The firsl entry in it was doted
1680 and one of the entries was
imade with o quill, Among the
entires she guoled was ome
made by an uncle saying “1f

®vou would aspire 1o heavenly

joys, think mare of the Lord
and less of the boys."”

sabra MacArthwr showed
those at the meeting a book
cntitied Acton's Early Days
which was first published in
hook form in 199 I woas
compiled from an anenymaous
column carried by the Acton
Free Press entitled “The Old
AMan in the Clock Tower"™ .

In the column the writer
began talking about many of
the town's older homes and
gave accounts of each street
and its buildings al that tin.e,
she said. The celumns covered
the envirans of the town as far
as the Fourth Line of Esque
ing township and north along

- book belanging to her mother, _

THE HERALI. Wednesday

cidn’t know whether il wis
heause [ was older or beciuse
b had been out of the work
foree [or so long.

“When 1 Jeft school at the
end of Grade 101 had a good
Jjoho 1 wias carning my own
living at 15,7 she says. "Now
when you po job hunting with
jugt Grade 10 you feel like @
high school drop out. 1 came
back 1o el my typng and my
Grade 12.7

JOBIILU NTING

She says she intends to take
the summer off because she
needs the rest bul she'll delin-
ately be pul job hunting by fall.

(¥ihe 1wo dozom woman who
entolled inSeptemberonly two
have lelt and oneaf those wen!
intoexaclly the kind of job she
wanied in a Jaw office in
Gorgetown.

“It secmed so far to look
xahend when we began.” Mrs.
Corrigan says . “hut it’s only
nine weeks pow and one of
thee will be o work wedk.™

The wamen wore all @l in
the same class and o close
[fimdship has developed bet-
woen 1] the members, Mrs,
Cuthbertson says.

“We're going to miss each

. other when we kave,” she

says “I've even thmgil W
ought 1o have some sort o get
logether every so often so we
can ku:rs ln touch after we
iraduat e.

The women h:m: basgcaily
studied the same courses alt-
hough allowances were made
for mdividual needs. The wo-
menstudied ty png, shorthand
acoounting, communications,
apdolfite practise. Some. like
Mms. Corrigan ., already knew
shathand and thus didn't need
the course, while others, like
Mm. Cuthhertson took another
subjeet 1o get the required
cradits for her Grade 12 diplo-
ma. :
Mrs. Cuthber tsonsays enler-
ing scheal in the fall was a
“tarilying experience’ for
her, The students they have
mixed with however have been
very mature in their acceplan-
ceof them and their teiachers
also have not asked for more
than they were capable of
Biving.

“One of the girls in my low
clas said one day that she
admired ws for having the
courage Lo come back to school
at our age,”” she smiles.

“She ddn’t reahize how lerr-
ificd 1 was of stepping into that
ciams on the {irst day. It has
hemm o great experience
thaugh. Law is mostly discuss-
ioms and we get very interest-
ing ones pgoing. The Grade 12
students have aneopinian and
Am (the other housew ife in the
class) and | have another We
pet totally diffe rent view pinis
hacatse of our age. Some
thitgs, like insurance for exa-
mpe, we know more about
than they do because of our
own experiences. But the disc-
wsons are great, I'm not
ncarly as shy as 1 was and
that's because of the discuss-
ions and the way tie kids have
accepted us',

TREATEDWELL
Mrs. Cerrigan agrees that

the Secand Lane. The book was
vut of print for many years but
she has heard it is now
avallable again.

Mrs. MacArthuralso showed
i copy of the Free Press’s 75th
anniversacy issue printed in
1950, [n 1t there are piclures of
many olthe town’s older buil-
dings. Same of these, like the
old pest effice, have since been
demolished, she noled.

GAVE INSTORY

The annjversary issuc gave
a history of the Beardmore
1annery [rom which she read
exerpts. The indusiry began
about 142 years agowhen there
was very little cleared land in
the arca. Abraham Nellis was
the {founder. Ed and Henry
Smith tock il over from him
and sald it to Coleman and
Mclatyre in 1852. When G.L,
Beardmore took it over in 1863
it had been lyving idle for some
time, the paper said,

Mr. and Mrs. MacArthur
both spoke aoboul the radial
line which roan through Acton
from the middle of World War
I unlil the early 1%00s. [t
carricd both passengers and
freight between Guelph and
Toronto and stopped at nume-
rousiowns and villages enrou-
te. The Irlp from Acton to
Toronlo took about two hours,

(ne member of the audience

1

Win Cuthbertson tleft) and Peggy Corri-
#an found their children quite happlly accep-
ted the lact thot their motherx are back in
Culhberison has one son In
Girade 9 and Mrs. Corrigan has slx children

school. Mrs,

e SECTION

al

maturity.

aged 13 to 20, Other mothers in the ciagy find
tlheir children are emhbarrassed (o acknow-

the students have acorpled
tham very well. While the
women felt funny about com-
ing back the students didn't
notice it. Some of them even
opened doors for them in Lhe
beginning. Now they are just
seceptod and treated as other
students. They are misaken
for teachers at times too. she
=335, but the notian that they
wald 1ell tales on misbehav-
ing sludenis has been dispell-
od. They are treated just like
the other students with no
exause for being latle of misa-
ing classes but both women
fed that's as it should be.

“Why would you come back
as a student if you expect
special  privileges?™ Mrs,
Cuthbertson says.

I fact, the women are even
more conscientiows than the

said the driver and crew of the

- train knew all the passengers

and would waijt fer them Hf he
saw their family running Lo
catch the train, it cost 15 conls
lo ride 1o Delly Vorden, she
smd and 25 cents to go lo
Limcheuse, Passengers could
flag the train down anywhere,
All they hiad to do was stick oul
their hand so the driver knoew
they wanted 1o catch the Lrain
and he'd stop for them. The ald
cars from the line are in the
railway museurn at Hockwood
the group was told

The MacArthurs said the
station was the secand house
down from the corner of
Church and Main Streets in
what is now a double howse.
The station was aiginally a
house on Willow Street but it
was moved tothe Church-Main
corner o become the siation.
When the hine closed around
193211 again became a privite
residence. The [reight sheds
and livestock pens were behind
the station, Mr. MacArthur
said ta ship stock to the stock-

- yards in Toronto,

Sociely member Jean Rud-
del asked if any of the speakers
knew anyone who might hawve
information conceming Acton
residents who went to the
Klondike in the 1880s. She said
ane of her uncles . Hebert

younger students, Mrs. Corri-
gan feels,

"I've seen some of the girls
cane in here with a terrible
cod.,” she says, “because
they're afraid to tonke the time
off. They worry gbou! belng
abie 1o catch up."”

Mrs. Cuthbertson says the
teachers tell them not to be so
hartl on themselves. The youn-
gor stydents don’t need to be
pedfect and they shouldn't
expeet it of themsdves ather.
Bt they do.

GOOD ENOUGH

"I remember a5 a kid think-
ing 75 was a good cnough
mark,” Mrs. Enrngﬂn laughs.
"] m:luidn tbe satisfied with it
now.”

Managing lo keep their
school work caught up and
their housework toe was a

Historical Soczety members view mementoes,

Huddell, was killed in a snow-
slide there in 1867 and records
show thal four Acton men
testified at the inquest into the
accident but she has no idea of
their identity,

Miss Ruddell said she under-
stands her uncle went aut in
IR62. He apparcnly went by
boal around Cape Horn and up
the wesl coast with a group of
travellers. When they ran out
of moncy they stopped and
warked at their trade. Her
uncle was o carpenter, Miss
ltuddell said and was reputed
to have been able to carn $12
an hour.

Mr. MacArthur explained
how the ¢emetery behind Knox
Preshyterian Church had bieen
cleaned up and a caim erected
{o the memery of those buried
there between 183 and IR96
when the burial ground was
moved 1o the present Fairview
Cemetery. Knox trusiees who
were responsible for the proj-
ect were RN, Brown, H.L.
Davidson, W.A. Lasby, W.J.
McDonald, Dune MeDougall
and Joeck McGreggor. Of the
group only Mr. Davidson is
still alive.

George Elliott, hend of the
committee trying to raise
funds to preserve the old Acton
town hall, gave a slide presen-
tation on the building outhining

"l

ledge their relationship if they meet in Lhe
school but Mrs, Cuthbertson feels (his (s the
youngster's hang up rather than the mother's
problem and depends on the youngster's
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problem in the very begiming,
the bdies admitted, but ¥ was
soin Stralghtenad out,

“It's amazing what you can
ged done in an hour if you know
youhave loget i done,’’ Mrs,
Cuthbertson says "It all dep-
ends on how organized you
are”. L

The amount of homework
they do depends on the women
{homselves, the ladies say, but
both admitied to deing quite a
bil. Neither one wants to get
catght unprepared fer a class
or a test becawse they didn't
keep their work up to date.

"“The ice has been broken
now because of us,'” Mrs,
Comrigan siys.

“You can do anything you
want to do if you want it badly
enough. The longer you stay at
home the shyer you get.”

its history and explaining the
present  struetural problems
which the restorallon commit-
lee must correct in order to
keep the building.

lic noted that the bell which
stands in the calrnon the north
side of the building was cast in
Troy, New York in 1882 and
cost o considerable sum of
maney. Counct] disputed when
the bell should be rung after it
was instatled. Some wanted it
rung to begin and end the
working day while another
group {elt it should also be run
gal6 am to wakenresldentsin
time for work ot 7 o'clock.
Pure cconomics settled the
question, however, since coun-
¢il couldn‘t afford to hire a bel]
ringet for the earlier hour and
the bell was tolled at 7 am,
noon, 1 pm and 6 pm.

Mr. Elliott also noted that
the deflection in the floor of the
second story around the stage
was thought 1o show a problem
in the floor when the [irst
reporis were made, Further
investigation of what restorat-
jon Amuld be required revealed
that thedeflectlon wag bullt L'n
Since the architect cemldn't.
slope the floor of the auditor-
ium to make [t easier to see
what was happening on slage
he sloped the stage floor
instead. ,
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