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Councillor tells ratepayers of town’s

By PPAUL DONRSEY
Herald stall writer

A stide presentation recaunt-
ing Georgelown's past gave
members of the Geoorgetown
Aren Ratepayers Associalion a
pood indication last week of
what role they can play in the
communily’s {uture develop-
menl.

Ward 3 Coun, Jehn McDon-
ald, a well-known local histor-
lin who authored the booklet
Halton Sketches, punctuated
his presentation to the associa-
ot Wednesday  uight with
comments and comparative

John McDonald

slides depicling some of the
negative effects which the
passape of time has had upon
Georgetown's appearance and
almosphere.

Coun, McDanald addressed
about 20 members and suppor-
ters of the ten-month old
Association, which was heldi-
ng ils first annual general
meecling at Georgetown Distr.
ict High Schoot,

The high school itself was
amang the relatively modern
struclures photographed by
Coun. McDonald for compari-
son with vther buildings of the
past. Preceding it in the prese-
ntativn was a slide of the old
high school, a multi-storey,
eve catehing structure with an
imposing tower which was, in
turn, built on the farm origina-
Iy owned by George Kennedy,
after whom Georgelown was
named.

Early start
for budget
committee

The Halton board of educa-
tion decided to strike its {i-
nance commitiee earller in the
yvear, sa that the commitice
will have more time to study
the board's budget prior 1o
making & recommendation {e
1the board.

The board approved the re-
cormmendalion which said the
committee should be struck in
November, with mectings be-
ginning in December.
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Generally Coun McDonald

allowed the slides to talk for
themselves in those cases wh-
ere development has taken a
turn for the worse. Examples
of magnificent architecture
daling from the mid-nineteen-
th cenlury were displayed,
then compared wilh the unins.-
piring  buildings that have
replaced them or. in other
instances, with the deteriorat-
ed. neglected buildings they
have since become,

Also among the shides were
pholtographs af the lale Hex
Heslop, the developer who
built Hexdate before approach-
ing Georgetown’s municipal
council with plans for extensi.
ve subdivisions that would
ultimately tripie the communi.
ly's population. An aerial view
showed the proximity of Prin-
¢t Chatles Drive and Bryen
and Shelly Streets lo vast
expanses of farmland ciren

1954, just before the Delrex sub -

division was developed.

Tie potential for groups like
the ralepayers association lo
pel involved with the municip-
al decision making process
was evident in Coun. McDona-
Id¢'s cbservations aboul some
of the nincteenth century buil-
dings thal are &)l maoking
headlines.,

FILST VIEWED

Chapel Street Publie School
was viewed first as il appeared
nearly 100 vears ago when it
served as the town's only
public school, then as it appea-
rs today with boards on the
windows, Sold recently bv the
Halton Board of Educalion to
private developers, the school
may become a rest home if a

proposal currently before cou.

ncil gains support.

The Geerpetown Public Lib-
rary staried out as a congrega-
lional church, after which
Church Sireet was named.
Toeday, overcrowded wilth boo-
ks and other library services,
it is at the centre of o
coniroversy that entails the
most imporiant aspects of the
community’s development pr-
blems, symbolizing the need
for higger and betier facilities
to serve a larger populatian,

Association president Lawr-
it Duggan prefaced the glide
presentation with comments
abofit the ratepayers' future
rale in monitoring and helping
10 guide, through public input,
the town's development cited o
need Tor the association lo
continue attending council all-
ocates Georgetown's limited
sewnge lreatment capacity
so that "the town grows the
way ils citizens want il te.”

ar. Duggan also expressed
hope that council will in future
find ways to keep the eleclora-
te hetter informed about meet-
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Announcing K Service

ings seen in the local press.
MODEST ORUCISM
Hallon regional council also
came under modest criticism
in the president’s remarks for
is “lack of accountability™ Lo
the region’s citizens. Mr. Dug-
an said regional council’s pr-
actice of holding afternoon
meelings, which few residents
can attend because of work
commitments, may oot be in

the best interests of volers who

wish to monitor the performa-
nce of their elected represent-
alives.

Coun. MeDonald’s presenta-
lion recounted the history of
Georgelown and district from
since 1823, when George Kenn-
edy seltled here.
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The arrival of the “mduste-
ipus” Barber family and thaeir
subsequent introduction of a
paper mill that produced the
first sheel of paper manulact-
ured in Ontarin, then the
Credit Hiver dypamo  that
becamy the provinee's first
hydroeleciricity producing po-
wer plant.

In 1836 , Georgelown pot its
frst raddway line, in 1917 its
firsl suburban railway service
which operated until 1931, and
v 115 the coated paper mill
that [aler beciime Abitibi and
helped establish the commueni-
0v's stongest industrial base.

MANY HOTELS
The area’s many hotels were
documented, incleding Clark's

Hote! , later the MeGibbon, the
Exchange Hotel which is now
more capulacly known as the
Station House, the Canadian
Elouse Hotel which occupied o
site at Miliand Guelph Streets
where the Arcade and several
apartments now stand. and the
American House Hotel where
the Three Sisters restaurant is
today.

Coun. McDonald’s presenta-
tion featured amusing anccdo-
tes, including phatographs of
the annual “Druammer's Snac-
k" parade and picnic and the
leisurelyrecreationalactivities
un Wilber Parck Lake, a large
pond thil cevered the lands

near what is now Main and
James Siepete The anlv rama-
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ining remnanl of the lake is the
small pond in Remembrance
Park.

Finally, there was the occas-
wn when one of the lown's
most 1llustrious founding fath-
¢1s, Colonel John R. Barber,
placed an advertisement in the
Georgelown Herald announc-
ing that he would be driving his
carly modet autombile around
the track at Faicgrounds Park.
Citizens could bring their hor-
ses along and drive them in the
opposile direction around the
track. Colonel Barber oflered,
so that the arimals could get
used te the disturbing racket of
the tin lizzy, Many townsfalk ,

Coun. McDonald said, took
him 1 A the nffor
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SPACIOUS TWO STOREY

The delightfully casual tone of this three bedroom

full basement home supgests the open layoul
of spacilousness

refreshing  sense

and

seldom  found in

cantemparary housing. Pecfectly suited to the medium-to-

closet storage.

area.
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The commeodious master has a three-plece
ensuite with an elevated tub, a {ull walk-in closet and o
sizeable aleove which may be utilized as a library or office
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wide fronlage residential building site, this heme will be a
welcome pddition to any urban area. The verlical channel
siding., stone veneer and chimney, and heavy shake roof
emphasize the informal tone and stress the natural
character of the design.

The clevated weather-prolected entry faces an
indoor garden and opens inlo o large receplion arca. From
the foyer, one moves naturally 1efl apd down two risers to
the dramatic sunken living room, featuring a centrally-po-
sitiongd masenry fireplace and sliding glass doors to the
witde rear patio.

A well-planned U-shape kilchen is centrally position-
ed between the elevated fermal dining reom, from which il
separales via convenient pocket door, and the dinette and
the sunken family room. This layoul makes for step-saving
access for meal serving and, at the same time, provides
for excellent separation of formal dining when entertain-
ing and casual family meals. The sunken family room has
o second masoncy fireplace in o corner configuration and
wide sliding plass doors leading onte the large rear patio.

AMl thiree hedrooms are posilioned on the second
level around the central bath and spacious linen slorage

area. Each has excellent nalural highting and generous

unl\llll:x

BUILDERS
GEN. CONTRACTORS

aCustiom Framang
And Trimmwng

FURNITURE SHOWROOM

Campbeld 4

DRIVE A LITTLE: SAVE A LOT!

A convenient laendey-utility-mud room complex,
with a sitle-by-side conliguration of washer and dryer, and
a two-piece vanily bath are readily accessible from all
areas of the downstairs. The double enclosed garage has
abundant space for the development of a spaclous
workshop area for the home handyman.

Plans for design No. 79-2210 may be purchased
cilher by the single sct, at a cost of $70.00 {or the {irst set
and $10.00 for each additional set, or by the packnge. A
five-set plen  package. including the [first set, is
ceonomically priced ot $100.00 and an cight-set package.
alsa including the first set, is only $125.00,

Whichever methed you chouvse, please include o

for postage and handling. Ont. resideals add 5 per cent
sales i,

Send for the curreni edition of Sclect Home Designs’
Magazine, Series 40, featuring imaginative decorating and
home improvement ideas, plus 320 qualily home plans of
every type. Available for $2.50 ($2.00 plus .50 cents postage
and handling).

To order any of these ilems please send cheque or
money order payable to the Home of the Week. Address to:
Hume of the Week, c-o The Herald, 382 West Broadway,
Vancouver, B.C, ¥5Y 1R2.
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