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High-flying career for Acton resident

By MAGGIE HANNAH
Herald siall writer

When graduation time rolls
around most young people
would give their cye {eeth to
land a job that Is exciting and
gives them a chance Lo travel
und pays them reasenably well
too,

Bill Jerrard of Division
Streel in Aclen landed just
such a job when he became a
second officer on an Air Cana-
da Boeing 747 about six ycars
ago,

Mr. Jerrard says there are
three woys to get o job with a
commercial airline in Canada
but the route he chose is the
newest one. He studied to be 4
pilot o1 Scneca College in
Toronto, ;

Former air force pilots have
glways found work on private

carcriers. Privately lrained pil-
ols could upgrade their gqualifi--
cations by taking Ministry of
Transpert courses until they
were acceptable to the big
airline companies and were
then eligible for final training
with a company. The commun-
i1y college training route into a
pilot’s job is a relatively new
one, however, and Mr. Jerrard
was a student in the first such
course when it was offered 11
years ago.

INITIAL ENROLLMENT

Al that time there were 75 to
100 students cnrolled in the
three-year course. About 16 of
them graduated. Today the
initial enrellment is about tri-
ple but the pereentoge of grad-
uates remains about the same.
Criginally the course was alm-
ed at helicopter pilots but fixed

wing aireralt are included now
1o0, he undersiands,

Mr. Jerrard warns students
inturested in the course that it
won't be an casy one. As well
45 maths, sciences and avia-
lion courses, students gel per-
iferal courses Jike English and
history in the first year.

He had won a flving scholar-
ship while he was an air cadet
and had already carned his
licence to Mly a privale plane
before he entered the course.
While these extra bits came in
handy they dido't have any
bearing on his gelting a place
in the course, he {ecls. All they
did was make his first year a
bit easier since he already
knew the basic work with
which his classmales were
struggling in the carly stages
of learning to fly,

The Word returns

Students wrestle with a hea-
vy load of technical courses in
the fall and winter of their first
year, he says, and if ihey fail
even one course they aren’t
eligible for inclusion in the
final portion. They must also
go through an interview with
college staff before the third
semester begins and they slart
ground school instruction and
flying training.

YEAR OUND

The course runs an o year-
round basis with a couple of
weeks off between cach
ycar. Since good weather is
essential, especially in the first
stages of learning to fly, the
actua] air training doesn't be-
gin unti] the spring of the first
year. Academic work and air
training are combined
throughcut the second and

Personal bankruptcies triple
in last the four years locally

By LORITAYLOR
Herald stalf writer

The number of people decla-
ring bankrupicy in the Hamil.
lon district, which includes
Halton Hills, has more than
tripled over the past four
years, Joe Abr of, the Official
Receiver's Office toltt an aug-
lence at u bankruptey seminor
last week,

Mc. Abt and local lawyer
Allan Kogon were the speakers
at a seminar on bankrupley
and consumer law sponsored
by the Halton Hills Community
Legal Clinic last Wednesday at
Knox Presbyterion Church in
Geargetown, The two men
spoke obout eredil and what

alernatives are available:

when a person gets behind in
payments. They also talked
about the ullimate remedy,
which s declaring bankruptey,

Mr. Kogon said there are
many pleces of legislation des.
igned to protect the consumer
not in only his financial deal-
ings, when he is solvent, but in
situantions where he is in over
his head. '

The Business Practices Act,
the Consumer Protectlon Act,
and the Sale of Goods Act are
all designed to assist the cons-
umer prior to and during the
transaction, to ensure that the
consumer is purchasing the
goods he Intended to purchase,
and that he has the oppaortunity
to withdraw from a transact-
fon afterwitrds if he changes
his mind,

FALLS BEHIND

Most people now lind thems-
elves In o position where they
¢an just meet their paymenis,
if both husband and wife are
working, or if (he husband
continues lo work, Mr. Kogoen
gaid. But if one spouse loses his
or her job, or the only employ-
ed spouse goes on strike, is laid
off or fired, the couple very

fluickly falls behind.

The (irst step lo take in such
a case is to approach the
creditors and try to negotiate
with them, by explaining the
Situation, Mr. Kogon said. 1If
the situation is a credible one,
the creditor may be willing to
suspend paymenis while the
debter re-organizes himself, of
he may be willing to suspend
interest payments. The credilt-
o might also be willing to
accepl partial payment, and
close the file on that debt, he
said.

If confronting the creditors
proves too embarassing to the
consumer, or il the fambly
loses one of 1wo incomes, the
consumer can make an
appointment with one of the
many governmeni-operaled
consumer credit counselling
services. These services wil
help with credit counselling
and budgeting to gel consum-
ers through periods of financi-
al difficully, and they will act
as intermediaries with the per-
san's crediters and try lo
arrive at a mutually agrecable
solution with the ereditors and

_the debior.

If a debtor ignores the credi-
tor, and fails to make an
attempt to resolve the problem
through negotiation, the next
step is somelimes sending the
dccount to a collection agencey,
but mere frequently, it is u law
suit, Mr. Kogon said, All this is
prior to the point where the
consumer has declared bank-

rupicy.

. The plaintiff must
actually serve the court popers
on the debior belore the case is
heard. However, if the ereditor
has reasen to believe that the
debtor is deliberately evading
the serving of the papers, he
can apply to the courts for
permission to serve the papers
to a relative, or to some
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location where the debtor will
become aware that they exist,
Mr. Kogon said.

If the debtor ignores these
papers and doesn™ appear in
courl, the erediter can obtain o
default judgement, in which
the judge rules that the debt is
owned; such judgements mean
payment will be enforced.

DEBT VALIDITY

Once a judgement has been
issued establishing the validity
of the debt, the creditor can
apply for a writ of execution
Mr. Kogon said. When the writ
is filed with the sherlff's office,
the creditor is authorized to
instruct the sheriff {0 seize any
property belonging to the deb-
tor which can be sold at an
auction; with the money being
applied against the debi,

The governmeni protects
debtors by ensuripg that they
must be allowed to relain a
certain minimum of their pro-
perty, ineluding clothes, furni-
fure, personall belangings, and
tools which might be used in a
trade, so as to cam o living.
Other assets, such as a camper
color television, sterco, or the
second family car, which exc-
ecd the protected amount, can
be seized, Mr. Kogon said,

The ultimate remedy In cas-
e5 of serious debt, where the
debis hove piled up and debior
has no assets (o cliear the

debts, is for the Individual to

declare bankruplcy. Both Mr,
Kogon and Mr. Abt emphasiz-
ed that the federal bankruptey
legislation is nol designed to
penalize bankrupt people but
io give them a fresh slart, and
wipe their debts clean.

The idea of the legislation is
to '‘get people cut from under™
to get them started ngain, with
a job, and the apportunity to
become useful members of the
community, Mr, Kogon said,

There are two ways of going
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into bankruptey, Mr. Abl said.

The debtor can go Into bank-

rupley himsell, volunidrily, or

ﬁ' creditor can apply against
im,

When bankruptey has been
declared, the status of the
debtor is placed in Jimba, None
of his creditors can talk to him
about their debts, Mr. Abt
said, unless they are secure
credilors, and then the conver-
sation can only denl with those
itermns being held in security.

The trustee sends letters out
le all creditors, notifying them
of the bankruptey, and they
musl submit a proof of claim to
the trustee, When he has done
the initial work, the first mesl-
ing of the creditors is held. The
bankrupt person is required to
attend, bul the creditors may
or may net, as they choose. At
least three creditors or their
proxys musi altend, or all
ereditors if there are less than
three, .in order to have a
quorum. The creditors must
affirm the trustee, or substitn-
te another,

SUSPEND PROCEDURE

The Supreme Court of Ontar-
jo makes the finol ruling on the
bankruptcy, and delermines
whether or not the debts will be
wiped out, Mr. Abt said. The
creditars are entitled to attend
and object to the request for a
discharge, but they musi have
a renson for cbjecting, he sald.

The only debts which remain
after o bankruptcy are those
incurred through the purchase
of necessities of life. The decis-
lon as to what constltules o
necessily varies with the indiv-
jdual, although the basic are
food, clothing and shelter, Mr.
Abt said. Alimany and support
payments musi also continues,
and aren't affected by a bank-
rupicy,
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‘Mini-bike’ trial begins
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third years of the course.

The practical flying training
was done at Buttonville airport
on Woodbine Avenue north of
Highway Seven. Students have
i1 minimum standard of 300
hours of flying time when they
graduate, he says.

In case prospective troinees
have misconceptions that go-
ing the college training route
will give them an advantage in
job hunting when they grad-
uate, Mr. Jerrard quashes the
nation.

He had o brochure put to-
gether giving details on his
qualifications and began send-
ing il out to prospeclive em-
ployers al the beginning of his
third year at Seneca. He says
he sent out 100 brochures and
applications. Only two com-
panics bothered to send him a
reply and ene of them was Ajr
Canada. He was told to keep
the company posted as he
carned further qualifications
and accumulated more fying
hours. He was hired within a
few months of graduation and
considers he was very lucky
since members of the next
graduating class are only now
beginning 1o be hired by Air
Canada.

FAIRLY STATIC

“Air Canada seems 1o hire by
spurts,” he explains, *The job
marke! there will go along
fairly static for a peried, may-
be of several years, then
they’ll suddenly need pilots, as
they hit a time with a Jot of
retirements or a bit of expan-
sion."

The pilots who graduated the
year after Mr. Jerrard had to
work in smaller operations, he
says. Many of them were bush
pilols {lying to mining camps
and that sort of thing. He says
they now have g lot of hours as
well as great experience flying
in different kinds of weather
which could be useful to them
later,

Most of these men being
hired now have 1,500 to 2,000
hours of flying experience and
can almosl immediately be-
come firsi efficers on DC 9s or
second offiers on DC 0s or
Bocing 7275. The company
Rives these men courses in
company procedures which
lIast {wo or three months and
include courses on the air
erafts they will fly.

Mr. Jerrard says there are
only three men in the cockpit
nf a 747, the pilat and the first
and second officers. They car-
ry up to 430 passengers and
have as many as 14 flight
altendants and a flighl service
direcior. If the plan isn't full
the number of flight attendants
will be cut according to the
number of passengers aboard.
The 747 is basica)ly a long houl
carrier doing the trips lo
Europe by summer, and fo
Europe and the sunny south in
winler.

THREE-MAN PLANES

The other three-man plancs
arc the Boeing 727, which
carries o maximum or 130

Hathy Jerrard, 2, and Billy, 4, lke to

SECOND

"~ SECTION

preiend to be pilots ke their daddy, Air

passengers, and the Lockheed
1011 which carries around 250
ptople and the DC8 which
carrics abou! 220 people. The
DC9 carries just over the
hundred passengers and has &
two-man crew,

Mr. Jerrard says planes no
langer have stewardesses or
pursers. Everyone is labelled a
flight attendant and the one in
chargels a flight service dirce-
tor. Since women have an
cqual chance at that tep spot
the name was changed o
climinate the sex distinctions
of the old terms.

Filols do 14 hours of duty
Lime at one stretch usually, but
that can go up to 16 hours at
their discretion if there has
been a delay thet lengthened
the trip.

"For instance, if we made
the Torento to Miami run ond
were then expected to take the
return flight to Montreal but a
minor mechgnical thing held
us up in Miami for a bit longer
than we expected it would be
silly to hold the whole flight up
while they got another crew ta
take the run just because we
were going to be working 14
hWours and 10 minutes,'" he
cxplains. “So long as we fell
ckay we can go ahead with the
second flight.””

If they were tired for some
reason they would ask fer. a
replacement crew te do the

second run. Crews will atick
together for such things, he
5ays, so that they all make the
rip or none of them do.

The crews hid individually
for the flights they want bul
since all flights are allocated
strictly by seniority they tend
to wind up with the same men
working together much of the

time,

“Webid for a block of time,"”
ne says. “That way we'll have
the same flights cach day of
the week for a month. Number
32 second officer on the 747 list
tends to wind up with number
32 first officer and number 32
pilot.,”

Should he decide to change
vehicles from a 747 to a DCS,
for example, his seniority’
waould be totally changed since
it gocs by the length of time a
man serves on a specific type
of aircraft.

bir. Jerrord says that over-
scas trips oflem have more
than the specified nine or 10
hour lay overs since the crews
always {ly the same typo of
aircraft.

“If we tlock & 747 to Paris on
Friday the crew of the last 747
to make the trip would be
wailing to bring our plane
back, We might have to wait a
full day before thot plane came
back to Canada and relurned
to us again befere we could
leave,” he says,

Canada second offlcer Bill Jertard of Acton,

(Herald photo)

Pilots retire at the age of 60,
Mr. Jerrard says, but they
must meed medical standards
at all Umes. They get o medi-
cal every six months® but’
every fourth one includes elec-
fro-cardiograms, x-rays, ex-
tensive blood tests and eve and
ear exominations. In the pri-
valesector, he says, the Minis-
try of Transport allows a pllot
lo keep his llcence, as long os
he is medically {it,

NOHIGHJACHKERS

Mr. Jerrard says he has had
no hoir-raising experiences
cither of the type to do with
mechanical problems and po-
tential crashes or of the lype
generated by highjackers.

“But I've gdt, 22 more ycars
ahead of me,"" he chuckles, "o
by all the odds I'm bound to
run into somethlng a bil more
blood-chilling than T've en-
countered so for."

Mr. Jerpard is a Toronto
native pfd he and his wife,
Ann, have lived in Acton for
three years. His son and-”
daughter are both pre-school-
ers. Al present he is dolng the
Toronto to Miami to Montreai
run but he has been all over the
place and loves to go to the new
places when Alr Canada opens
4 new run.

"'l missed out on the trip to
Moscow,” he admits, then
adds with a grin, “'but I got on
the one to Rlo de Janeiro,

WELCOME MAT OUT AT CANDIDATES’ GEORGETOWN CAMPAIGN OFFICES

umbert MP Ross Milne's office in the
Guelphview Square has been open since
[ast week and Alice Walker was there,
busy as usual earller this week.

(Herald photos by Midhael Hollett)

tactics. NDP candidate Dave Moulion's
cominitiee room al 52 Maln St S, offlclally
opened this week as parly workers are’
still busy making the Georgetown hea-

All three major political partles are
making themselves just a litile more
accessible to Georgetown regidents during
the curvent federal election campalgn by

the Alcoit arena. Candldate John McDer.
mid was on hand for Lthe officlal openlng,
and, along with commitiee room organiz-
&r Gwyn Ramaey he discusses campalgn

dquarters shipshape. Shirley Baillle

(leit) and Bernlce Nicholls were already
busy st work Monday at the party’s
downiown office. Libernl candidate, Inc-

opening commlitee rooms In Lown, {Left)
the Progressive Conservatlves officlally
openedthelr election trajler Monday night
Inthe Georgetown Mall parking lot, beslde
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