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A Rnow-it-all is one who
pretends to know something
about everything but really
knows nothing about any-
thing,

Pre-dawn blaze leaves wo da |
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Arson is suspected in fatal
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The Georgelown Raiders celebrate with the ceremonln) skale aromd the
lce after winning the OHA Intermedlate ** A* title Saturday night at Alcott Arena.
The Ralders’ 74 victory gave them the final over the Port Elgin Sunccos four
games to {wo. Georgetown will now ballle flve olher teams at the Eastern

Canadian Championships at Timmins. That tournament gets underway tonight.

Tough
training

Becoming a pilot takes
a lot of tralning, but
there are a lot of rewards,
too. Blil Jerrard, in this
week's Halton's People,
describes his job as a pilot l

for Air Canada, and the
training It toock lo get
there,
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““The Word"” a page of
news and views prepared
by the students and staff
at Georgetown and Dis-
trict High School makes it

: final termh appear-

international field trips in
the [akest edition.
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The three recognizable Rojiders from left to
and John Boyce. For more on the

" e .

e i e

Sports_groups plan p

right are Jurt Kudrasovs, Ray Tonell]
Ralder win see Sporls Week. Ralder coach
(rerry Inglls says that win or lose in the Raiders’ battle for the Ha rdy Cup this will
be his tast year coaching hockey. For more on thatl see Sports Best,

(Herald pholo by Tany Panaccl)

rotest,

oppose town'’s arena rent hike

By PAUL DORSEY
Herald stalf writer

The furor that has arisen
gver lown council's decision Lo
increase Ice rental rates at
Haltorn Hills' three arenas is
belng transformed into an or.
ganized protest that could call
into question the entire spec-
trum of municipal spending.
~ All sporis and recreational
groups aflected by the recent
decision to boost rental rates
next September are expected
to be represented by a jolnt
delegation that will confront
council to officially protest the
move, probably early in May.

Faced with an ever-Increas-
ing operating deficit at
Georgetown Memorial Arena,
Gordon Alcott Memorin] Are.
na and the Acton Community
Centre, council voted last
month to increase rental rates
by as much as $i0 an hour in
some cases and to levy an
additional 10 per cént tax on

the admission charged by
seme sports groups.
IMPORTANT ROLE

Assuming an important role
in the controversy brewing
over councll's decision is the
newly-formed Halton Hills
Sperts Council, which is aimed
at initiating and developing
athletic acitivities in the area.

Sports Council spokesman
Bryan Turner told The Herald
this week that the organization
has already begun gathering
information about municipal
spending by council in general
and by the town recreation
department in particular. Ma-
0y gquestions and concerns
have been raised by Sports
Council members and support-
ers. Mr. Turner said, about the
allocation of town funds to
various interests and activi-
iies.

The Sports Council will hold
its next meeling May 8 at the
Cedarvale Community Centre,

where the organization’s can-
tinued involvement in the ice
rental rates issue will be dis-
cussed. The ice rates question
could become the first major
issue tackled by the council,
which currently claims local
soccer, fastbali, softhall, ten-
nis and crickel groups among
its members and anticipates n
forthcoming alliance with the
town's hockey groups.
GEMINIS' DEBTS -
Mr. Turner sald the new
rental rates, which become
effective Sepl, 1, could mean
the end of the Georgetawn
Junior B' Gemlnis® financially-
trouble history. Already sad-
dled with debt, the hockey
tcam will be ameng the groups
required to pay $44 an hour, or
$10 an hour meore than this
scason, lo use Alcott Arena,
Also, like the Geargetown Chr-
ysler Intermediate A Raiders,
the Geminis wtll have to give
the town 10 per cent of their

Police commission
drops sweatbox van

The Halton Regional Police
Commission plans to replace
the patrol van which figured
prominently In the socalled
“sweatbox trial" which ook
place earller this year, but
enly after consultations with
experts on specifications for
the vehicle which would prev-
ent a repeat of the incident,

The pallce commisslon has
requested a report from the
Ontario Police Commlssion,
and also from Professor Alex-
ander Allan of the University
of Toronto on the specificatl-
lons for insulation, ventilation

and deating which would pre-

vent o repeat of the conditions
which coused one prisoners to
faint and others to show signs
of heat exhaustion after being
transported to Melro West
Detention  Centre from
the Milton ptovincial court-
house August 14, 1978.

Two ilalton Regional police
efficers were acquitled of cha-
rges laid in connection with the
incident, after expert testim-
ony demonstraled that the van,
was not suited for carrying
large numbers of prisoners on
a warm day because of &
poorly designed heating syst.
em and an Inadequate ventilal-

ion sysiem,

Professor Allan was one of
the expert witnesses called on
to testify at the trial, He is an
associated prefessor of mech.
anical enginecering at the Uni-
versity of Torento.

Commisslan chairman Har.
ry Barrett said the commiss-
lon expects o receive the
specifications in lwo or three
weeks, o nd will then fissue
tender calls {or the van. Bids
have already been received on
tenders issued for 29 new
police cruisers and & wvan
which will serve as a mobile
Identlficallon unit,

nightly gate receipts. The Ac-
ton Junior B Sabres are in a
similar situation,

Raiders’ president Bob Hoo-
per estimales that the new
rates witl cost his team $100 an
hour during the regular sea.

son, with the 10 per cent of

admission receipts added to
the $44 per hour rental fee,
Unless council can be per-
suaded to reduce jis charges,
he said, the Raiders may have
lo increase Lheir own admis-
sion charges and possible dis-
continue the practice of admit-
ling senlor citizens free of
charge. One way or another,
he told The Herald, additional
revenue will have to be found,

Mr. Hooper conceded that
the town may indeed have
been forced to increase ice
rental rates in order to meet
rising operating costs at the
arenas, but. questioned the
need to charge the hockey
lcams share of their gate
receipts os well. The Raiders,
he said in a column in last
week's Herald, “depend heav-
ily" on gate receipls to cover
their own operating costs.

Another reason cited by both
Mr. Turner and Mr. Hooper for
thelr opposition to the: rote

Jn¢crease is the suddenness

with which it was approved by
council. The facl that the new
rales gained council approval
immediately following a clos-
ed-door session last month
continues to cloud Lthe issues
surrounding the increase.
RENTAL RATES REPORT
The town's recreation direc-
tor, Glen Gray, explained this
week, however, that the deci-
sion appeared to have been
made “in camera' more “by
accldent than by design”.
Council was about to consider
a4 report on the rental rates
prepared by Mr. Gray when ils
attentlon wes drawn to a con-

Continued on Page 23
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By LORI TAYLOR
Herald staffl writer

Police suspect arson as the
cause of an carly-morning fire
on a farm south of Acton Good
Friday in which two people
died.

Two bodies found in the
debris after the fire have been
tentatively identified as Mary
Jones, 42, mother of the prop-
erly owner David Jones, and
Brian Jones, 10, his son, A
posi-mortem was to be per-
formed yesterday ot the Cent-

Region
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re of Farensic Sciences in
Toronto 10 make o more posil-
ive identification, but the res-
ults were not available at press
lime.

Firelighters arrived on the
Stene minutes afler receiving
the call at about 4:30 a.m.
Mra, Doris Jones, wife of the
owner, munaged to escape
from the house, and can oul to
the highway, where she flag.
ged down o passing motaorist,
wha drove her to a neighbors
home te call the fire depart-
ment.

raises

Acton taxes
$40 for 1979

Iy PAUL DORSEY
lierald staff wrlter

The expansion of Acton's
sewige treaiment plant last
year has been blamed for & 47
per cent increase in the com-
munity’s mill rate for 1978,
part of a $36.7 million budget
approved by Hallon regional
council last week.

The cost of expanding the
sewage plant, for which funds
were debentured, as well as its
operating cosls for the past
year, have been tacked on to
Acton’s region tax bill for 1979,
creating what reglonal treasu-
rer Don Farmer called “An
extremely [arge increase in
the mill rate,” the largest in
the region.

The overall regional budget
of $36,703,014 represents an
Increase over 1978 of approxi-
mately eight per cent in budget
dellars and about 5.8 per cent
in the average mill rate. The
latter has been offset some-
what in some areas by changes
in population and assessment
and reserve funds carried over
from previous years,

LOCAL TREASURERS

The final milt rates for cach
frea municipality are to be sel
by local treasurers based on
budget requests from the reg-
ion.

According to Mr. Farmer
preliminary estimales,
Georgetown ralepayers can
expeet a 1979 mill raie of
approximately 20.69, reflect-
ing a 3.74 mill or 22 per cent
increase over last year.

Acton’s mill rate will rise by
.4 mills or 47 per cent to 8 new
rate of 29.5 mills,

For general regional purpo-
ses, Halton Hills taxpayers,
will be required to contribute
abaut $1,262,375, up by 17.3 per
cent over 1978. Added to this
amount are sewer servicing
costs lotalling $214,999 in Acton
D 91.1 per cent increase over
last year, and $434,283 in
Geargetown, up 46.2 per cent,

The overall tax hike of 28.7
per cent means the average
Acton ratepayer will be eharg-
cd an additional $40 this year

-while those in Georgetown will

pay about $22 more.

A number of factors were
taken into consideration when
the taxes were being caleulat-
ed for Hallen Hills, an area
which faces “a very difficult
situation,” according to Mr.
Farmer,

With a rise in population of
onty 80 or 70 people™ during’
1778 and o corresponding as-
sessment increase of less than
1%0 per cent, Mr, Farmer said,
Halton Hills faces a targer tax
increase than any other area
municipality in Halton,

A sewer surcharge represen-
ting 80 per ceni of the amount
of Aclon water bills and about
50 per cenl of those in George-
town, along with expansion
cosls to sewage plants in both
communitics, served to double
Acton's mill rale ond boast
Georgetown's. The George-
town rate is lower this year
because much of the cosis
were accommedated last year
and interest earned [rom rese-
rve {unds that were set aside in
1975 is being included.

Mr. Farmer speculated that
mill rates will rise again next
year, bul by then, the munici-
palities in south Hallon will be

Conllnued on Page two
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Acton fire

Mrs. Jones suffered minor
burns, and was admitted to
Geurgetown and District Me-
murial Hespital for treatment,

HLOCKING DRIVEWAY
.. When hrelighters arrived on
the scene, they found a car
purked across the laneway,
blocking their trucks. A spoke-
sman for the fire department
said one of their men had to
climb under the car and_ disc-
onnect the drive shaft to move
the car oul of the way. Both the
house and ithe barn on the
propirty were fully ablaze
when the firelighters arrived.

Mr. Jones was at work in
Toronto at the time of the fire.
Another sen Allan, 18, was also
In Teronto at the time, The
family had lived on the farm
for 1': vears before the fire.
Mrs. Jones is said to have been
awake ut the time the fire
started. She heard o loud
noise, and when she wen! to
investigale, the fire was suffic-
iently weil underway to make
it impassible for her o go to
the assistance of her moiher-in
law and son.

The Ontario Fire Marshal's
Office and detectives from
District 1 (Acton, Georgetown
and Millont of the Halton
licpgional Police Foree are inv-
estigating the cause of the
blaze, Dr. Ivan Hunter of
Milton is acting as coroner,
and Barry Powell i1s conduct-
ing the investigation for the
Firc Marshal's office,

POLICE SUSPICIONS

Police declined to disclose
ihe line of their investigation
or what Jed (o suspicions that
the fire was caused by arson,
but Sgt. Keith Robertson said
he expected a breakthrough in
Lhe investigation by the epd of
the week,

Damage in the fire i3 estirna-
led as being in excess of
$100,000. Firclighters were on
e scene for 11 hours, and the
fire was s0 fierce that they
couldn't get inside the farm-
house for two or three hours, -
The town of Halton Hills provi-
ded a Gradalland g hﬂtkﬁﬂc to
assisl in the search for the
bodies,

The laneway 1o the property
has been blocked off with a car
since the fire and signs have
been hung on the locked gates
warning off those who might
have wanted to take a closer
Inok. Relatives have been on
the property since the fire,
chasing away sightscers, and
clearing out the bumed-out
buildings,

GEORGETOWN VOTERS

According to preliminary lists, 12,97t Georgetown resld-
ents wlll be eligible to vote in the Current federal election.

There are another 63,376 voters In Brampton plus other
eflgible voters bringing the total number of eliglble voters in the
Drampton-Georgetown riding to 75,347,

People not finding themselves on voters lists, which will be
mailed to urban voters for the fIrst time, have unti} May 4 to
appeal by contacting the chlef returnlng officer at 781-7010,

)

IN BRAMPTON

Canzdian Prime Mlinlster Plerre Trusd-
€xu was [n the local federal riding last week
18 he accompanied Brampton-Georgetown
Liberal hopeful Ross Milne (right) on a toar
of Shoppers' World Mall In Bram pton Thurs-
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page three.

day. The Prime Minlsler delivered a flery,
anll-Joe Clark apeech Lo the large crowd
gasembled at the mall's thealre, For detalls
of the speech see page 18. More clection news,
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