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Designer wants Acton on fashion map

By MAGGIE HANNAN
Herald staff writer

At this poinl in time, the
town of Acton is not thought of
in the same breath as cities
like New York, London and
Paris when it comes te fashion,
But designing and sething clot-
hes in Halton Hills' second
larges! communily is a woman
who hgs designed clothes for
the world {amous {ashian mo-
del Twiggy os well as worked
with renowned designer Maory
Quant.

Actan [ashion designer Phyl-
lis Jamieson thinks the fact
thai women are ignoring the
traditionally feminine look is
driving men te wear lenger
hair and jewellry.

“Men demand femiminity,
it's part of their psychological
makeup. That's why they're
wearing their hair lopg ond
wearing jewellry. i they don’t
get that femininily from their
own women then they're gaing
in Jook somewhere else,” she
lells women.

Mrs. Jamieson, the owner of
Gayna Fashions on Main
Stree! in Acton, has been in the
fashion business for 37 years.
She was born in Swansea,
England but spent much of her
youlh in London. She is an
Oxford graduate and had her
own shop in Richmond Gard-
ens in the west end of London
prior to her marriage ta Den
Jamiesoen,

Sheis a fashion consultant as
well as o designer and for that

reason she can lpok ot a_

cuslomer and go directly to a
dress suilable for her en her
racks.

*I know what suils people,”
she says. 'l know anatomy
and bone structure so I know
what! a cusiomer will look well
in. That's my job"",

Today's fashions are here to
stay for a long time, she feels.
They are made from washable
fabrics so Lhal women don'i
have to worry about dry clean-
ing bills and this makes them
very wearable, They hoave
waistlines lhal are visible, The
new yokes and sleeves suit
mosl figures and the (uller
skirts give freedom of move-
menl. All pul tegether present
clothes are better than cver
before,

Mrs. Jamieson recalls visit-
ing Twiggy, a model ofien
associaled with the mini skirt,
in & sanitarium when she was
convalescing from tuberculo-
1 4

British doctors found many
women were having serious
medical problems as a resualt
of the extremely short skirts
and evenlually came to cloth-
iers asking them to see what
they could do to change the
situation.

She was working for Mary
Quant at that Hme and they
came up with the maxi look for

the Dolly sisters. That was the
introduclion of longer skirts
and ihe solulion British doct-
ors were seeking for excessive
quantities of [rozen female
anatomy.

One dress for which Mrs.
Jamieson has received a num-
ber of design awards can be
converted o it women from
size 7 o size 24, The dress is
made from very soft fabrics
gathered into a circular yoke
and closed down the front with
a series of sell-covered buttons
and small loops. The sleeves
are also full and gathered into
a band. It has & matching
string lie belt which would
allow asize 7 woman 1p appear
te be wearing a rather full
shirtwaister while the slze 24
gal could slip into the same
garment without the belt and
the fullness would give it the
appearance of » callon.
Presto! A magie dress!

OWN DESIGNS

.. Mrs. Jomieson opened her
shop in August and carries her
own designs as well as those of
other manufaclurers. She has
her own designs made up in
manufacturing plants and exp-
lains how mass production
clothicrs will alter her design
slighlly in order to use it
themselves.

“Yeou sec this dress,” she
says of a grey-beige two-picce
knit. *The neck has a crystal
pleated ruffle on the band and

Legion’s pipe dream

becomes a reality,

o

club readies for 1980

tHerald speeial

Three months ngo, the Acton
Legion Pipe Band was more
pipe dream than pipe band,
today more than 40 members
practice every Sunday lo
make the dream o reality.

Comprised mainly of young-
slers, most of whom didn't
know how to play when they
started, the band is aiming for
the summer of 1900 to make ils
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firs! appearance on the street.

The band was conccived by
Legion President Jokn Goy,

and Alex Richards, a drum-
ming instructor wilh 30 years
cxperience, including time In
the Canadian Black Watch.
The men then contacted John
Boltomley o piping instructor
who plays in the Guelph Pipe

Band and the ball was rolling.
LUOUCAL BAND

The band unlike most Legion
bands, is meant toe be an
entirely tocal band, not draw-
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PROUD PIPER

Joln Bnttom!er of Actoa, Insiructor of the community's new

plpe band, took second place honors I Plobalreachd, or classical
bn;plpe music, at lust summer's Fergus Highland Games, =8
well as another second place in the North American amateur
plplag champlonships held near Ottawa last year,

ing on ocutside sources for
players,

With this sort of limitation,
the {wo instructors felt they
would be lucky to get 1B people
registered.Acton's strong Scot-
ish backpground proved itsell
and they got 40 members.

Acton supported its own
pipe band for many years, only
losing it when bolh instructors
maoved out of town, Since that
time, about 15 years ago, local
pipers and drummers have
had to go out of town if they
wanted to play,

Organizers of the new band
hope they can lake up where
the old band left off.

“*We thaught there was a lot
of interest in town for a pipe
band and the registration
bore us aut,” said Bottomley.

Hunning a class of 40 people
instead of 18 meant the instr-
uctors needed some extra help.
They found another piping
instructor in Scott Maleolm, an
Acton high school student who
plays inthe Guelph Pipe Band.

YOUNGANDOLD

Although the pipe band was
originally seen as a project {or
youth some adults have alrea-
dy joined the ranks.

All are progressing rapidly
through the carlier exercises
and could be playing their first
tunes soon.

Right now the pipers work on
small practice chanters inst-
cad of full bagpipes while the
drummers pound away on
small rubber pads in 2 separn-
te corner of the Legion banquet
hall.

"“It's really great to 2ee how

some of these kids are coming
along," sald Mr. Rlchards.

“"You can just see their wrists
start to go'',

The same is frue on the other
side of the room. The pipers
are splil inte twe groups and
instructors rolate belween
warking with individual play-
ers and getting the players in
each group to play logether.

*“The whole idea i3 that we
have o play {ogether 1o be o
band,” explained Mr. Male-
olm”. "We might as well get
started now™,

BAND COMMITTEE

All three instructors are
part of the band committee
which runs the band business
and reporis to the Leglon on its
activities.

The committee's main olm
is fund raising. It has prepared
a list of all possible money
making idcas which Include
running a Sl. Andrew's Day
dance, a 50-50 draw, raffling o
trip to the Edinburgh Tattoo,
and running a concession
stand at the Speyside Highland
Games and the Acton Fall
Fair.

The commiltee realizes that
money is golng to be Lhe band's
biggest problem as it works
tewards producing a band fer
the fail (ajr parade,

Meanwhile, 40 polential pla-
yeis are practicing every Sun-
day to glve Acton its own pipe
band,

closes with a bution and loop*’,
She pulls the neck ta show how
sireichy the {abrie is. "You
den’t need an opening to get
that over your head. My design
didn’t have it. Bul it had to be
put in if they were going 1o use
their label on it. Nor did my
design have the ruffle. It was
jus! a band neck™.

Copying designs is very com-
mon and Mrs. Jamieson hints
at a number of times when the
law has gotien involved in
disputes over jusl who design-
ed what.

Mrs. Jamieson's decision 10
set up a business in Acton was

- a coincidential alfalr than a

dehberately planned venlure,

“My son told me he had
found the garden of Eden and
wanted me to come and see
1,”" she explains. "it's all
rocks, and water and lovely
white birch trees', he said,
“You've gol ta‘come and see
L

She felt like she was being
taken to Lhe ends of the carth,

she laughs, but once she saw

Hockwood she agreed with her
son's epinion and beught a
hume there. Her son, however
soon wenl to Paris and her
husband is in Ollawa on busi-
ness much of the time and she
found herself bored at home
Alone.

FORMEROWNEHR

She stopped in 1o see Terry
Gwyer, the store's former ow-
ner and an old friend whom she
has known since they were
beth young in the same part of
England.

“Terry said he was fed up
with the place and wanted to
sell his slore,” she loughs, *'1
suid [ was going crazy sitting
home alone with my dog and
my budgieso I'd buy il. it was
that simple and that fast™.

Mr. Gwyer hadn't much fai-
th in the notion and tried lo
dissuade her by warning her
that 21l Acton women cver
wore wias slacks and she'd
never make o go of such o
business in such a small lown,

“Would you believe I've ne-
ver sold a pair of slacks on
their own since 1 opened?” she
says. "'l sell them as part of
pant  suits, bul never Just
slacks on their own™.

While Acton women do shap
in her store she does not serve
just -Acton. Her customers
have followed her and drive to
her frem Kingston and Missis-
saugn. One of her custiomers, a
doctor's wife, flies up from
Florido so that Mrs, Jamieson
can continue to look after her
wardrobe. Shesays she sells 10
1o 15 dresses daily,

One of her designers was
worn by the wile af an Americ-

an dignitary when Prince
Charles” was offically made
the Prince of Wales. It was a
furquoise creation trimmed
with beadwork on the sleeves
and topped with a matching
hal in graduates shades of
trquoise chiffen. The queen
appeared in an ouwlfil which
differed only intheiypeof trim
and the shape of the hat. The
newspaper photo ol the women
in wvirtually identical oulfils
shaking hands hung in

shops for months. she said.

pMrs. Jamieson's family is
nn! somelhing she talks about
[reely although her very retic-
ence shows how deeply they
matter 1o her and how she
guards their privacy. Her his-
band is wilh the department of
transport, Her son, 3 gradoate
of Upper Canada College, i3 &
concer! pianist and presently
in Paris. Her second daughter
is married and taking her PhD
with her husband.

It is her eldest child, Gayna,
however, who sparked her to
concentrate her fashion train-
ing on designing. She has
cerebal palsy and spends
her life in a wheelchair,

LOYE DESIGN

“When she was litile you
coulda’t buy clothes te dress a
spastic child,” she says, "so 1
began designing  everything
she wore,”

The love of designing grew
from that until ieday she adm-
it that the satisfwtion sh
gcts from her career i5 in
secing  her cuslomers look
Rooxd.

"1 love what I do,” she says.
“M's n woman's birthright to
look beautiful and feminine
regardless of age, race, creed,
or celotur, { feel like an artist
wilh @ paintbrush, My only
cancern is o paint 8 complete
picture. When I design a gown
and see it fitting properly on
¢ woman then my piclure is
complele. That's my reward™,

“Don't let fashion dictate 1o
yvou, " she advises women.
“You take [rom fashion what
suils you and you won't have a
closet full of clothes you can't
wear, Nor does it have tocost a
fortune 1o make you look beau-
tiful™,

Mrs. Jamieson also co-ordi-
nates wedding for Eatons and
says she will perform free the
same service {or her custom-
ers at her Acton store as
professional wedding consul-
lamts give for big prices.

High schod] studenis are
beginning to realize how ext-
ensive her fashion background
i5 and she has been able lo
sieer several lecal girls to
places willing to train them in
modelling and other aspecis of

Phylits Jomicson, owner of Gayna Fash- -

lons, Maln Street South, Aclon, models one of
her own creations at o fashien show in Acton
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High School recently. Mrs. Jomleson has

the industry.

Taronto Channel 9 has a film
entilled Dos and Don'ts for.
Women's of All Ages in which
Mrs. Jamieson takes women
from o studio audience and
points out some fashion sense
using these ladies as models.
The film Is kept in readiness al
all times. she says, to slip into

talk shows if an invited guest
[ails to show up and no other
replacement is available,
FREE SHOW

One of her designs known as
Liza Minelli was chosen by
Sarah Coventry jewellry man-
ufacturers Lo be worn by Lhe
model on their latest brochure,

Mrs. Jamieson treated Act-
on wamen to o free fashion
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been o foshion consultant and designer for 37
years, She deslgned all the clothes shown at
the show and carrles her own line in the store.

show in the high school recent-
ly in nn effort to raisc thejr
interest in fashions. She was
happy to find 600 women mier-
ested in her efforts 1o entertain
them and has hiph praise for
the girls who modelled for her.
Sarah Coventry jewellry also
presented door prizes and Car-
oline Murseries did the (loral
arrangements for her show,

Women wage war on rising prices,
organize boycott of grocery stores

Women Against Rising
Prices {WARP) a group first
begun in Hrampton about to
six wecks ago to organize
weekly food boycotls has
spread to Halton Hitls,

Ellen Nopietr s spearhead-
ing a group in Georgelown
while Barbarn Edmundson has
been working In the Acton

aren. Since both groups are -

brand new the women have
agreed to organize a meellng
somehwere that women from
both communitles can altend
and to determine how much

local support the group has.
**You [eel nllly saying you're

orgonlzing & group when you
don't know how many memb-
ers are in it,"” Mrs. Edmund-
son 5aid. "'I know all the people
I talk to aboul it say they are
supporting the boycolls but |
really have no idea how mony
others are involved too™.

Mrs. Napler said a surpris-
ing number of men have
offered support to the group's
efforts.

ALSO INTERESTED
"“¥You expect they won't be
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very interested since the groc-
cry shopping is usually a
woman's job,” she said, "but
they are interested. Whether
they help with the shopping or
whether they just realize how
much of thelr paycheques go
towards foed ! don't know.
Whatever it is they support our
e{forts to ge! food prices
down",

Mrs. Naopler said that ghe
would even support changing
the name Iront Waoinen Aguinst
Rising Pricea to War Against
Rising Prices if it would induce
more men to supporl them.

The women in Brampton get
together each week and dete-
rmine which jlems will go on
their boycott list for a few
wecks, The list is then spread
among the groups and releas-
cd to the meaia so that tne
public may support the beycett
too.

Items are put on the boycott
list as & result of rescarch done
by women in vorious cenlres
across the country. For exam-
ple, last week canned {ish went
on the list becoause Ottawa
women found prices on that
item had jumped significantly
while more expensive mcals
were being boycotted. Since
there appeared to be no good
reason for the price increase
they asked that it be added to
the list. A similar sltuation
developed eatlier with the
price of tea when coffee was
being boycotted ond so tea was
added to the list.

OHRHANGE CROP

*“They only boycolt prices

that rise signiflicantly fer no-

apparent reazon”, Mrs. Nap-
ler said. “For Instance, U

Filorida hod a spell of bad
weather and all the farmers
lost their orange crop you
know the price of eranges 13
gotng to rise and you know the
reason. You can accept it. But

ELLEN NAPIER

when something jumps 10or 15
cenls and you cen’lt see a
reason it makes you furjous®,

Mrs. Edmondson said that
ftems on the list are rotated o
that no one item stays on too
lang,.

“People will put up without
something for a short time,"
she said, *'but we all have our
favourite foods nnd we won't
go without something indelina-
tely. You can do without a
roast for & couple ol weeks, for
example, but il they didn™
take it off the list s0 you can
buy one by the third week

you'd get so hungry for a good |

meal you'd ignore the boycolt
and buy one anway. Then the
boycott would lose Its effect-
iveness™,

Thus those planning the
boycotl ltems give majer
items like meat an oceasionn:
week off the list so thal
members can stock up to tide
themselves over the boycolt
weeks,

WARP members feel that
their boycott is working alren-
dy and will become tncreasing-
ly effective os others see whal

results can be achieved and
join them.

Brampion women were told
by o butcher from an unnamed
supermarket that the store had
freczers full of high-priced
meats that they couldn't get
rid of because WARP was
boycotting meats priced at
mote than $1.75 & pound.

Someone else was told by an
employee at & Brampton ab-
attolr that the place was
unable to slaughter the usual
number of catile since the
stores couldn’t get rid of the
normal amount of meat,

While these are rumours
that are difficult to confirm the
lfact that wheolesalers dropped
meat prices 5¢c while relallers

dropped it 20¢ last week seems
to offer the members of WARFP
more concrete hope that their
scheme is working.

WARP began in Brampton
about six weeks age and
branches have sprung up all
over the country, Ne¢ one
knows how many people are
supporling the boycolts, Al
arganizers know is that they
scem o have started a very
widespread, well-nccepted at-
tack ¢n spiralling food costs.

WARP js boycotting these
ltems for the week of April 11
tp 18; all ments over $1.¢5 per
pound. lmported checse. salad
dressings and mayonnaiae, ba-
ngngs. grapelrult, tea. can
ned raviclo and cookies.

About the Hills

Drivers needed

Helping Hands is agaln in desperate need of volunteer
drivers to help transport four resldents to Toronto General
or Taranto Western Hospital for dialysis treatment twice a
week, The patients must be taken down Wednesdays and
Saturdavs to arrive by 9:30to 10 a.m. and will be rcady to

retun oo ‘Thursdays ana Saturdays
id by Lhe hmpi

ion allowarica will be

ﬁmcmm tran t-
Interesated

can call Barb Stephens at 877-5320,

GARA meeting

The Georgelown Area Ratepayers Association will
hold its annual meeting In the Georgetown District High
School cafetorium tonight ( ﬁprlt 11) at 8 p.m. Election of

the gruug 's executive will be
followed

the first order of business

y aslide presentation on Georgetown presented by

Ward 3 councillor John McDonald.
'GLT wins award p

Georgetown Little Thealre earned an award for
excellence in front of house and program design for ite 1979
festival entry, When We Are Married, The production w
also nmong the five nominesy for the Best Visuny
Presentntion award and the Best Production award.




