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Inner tubes were everywhere at the finlsk line in Saturday's Crazy Hoad
Hace on the Credit River. Seme were hanging from the Glen Willlams Bridge,
ostensibly for passing crazy eraft satlors te grab hold of and slow down their

boots, while others were providing the structural bose for some of the crazy boats

Perhaps the craziest of oll, this crazy boat skipper flaunts
the Irany of his own destiny as he climbs aboard his coffin-shoped
cralt at the start of the Georgetown Jayeees' and Jayceltes'

annual Crazy Boat Ruace near the Terra Cotta Inn. A shot [rom a
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stavters plsiol held by Mayor Pete Pomeroy prompled o mad
dash Inta the Credit River for hundreds of courageous sallors
peised walling un the hank wlth their vessels of all descrlptians,

Stereotype challenger
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Crazy boaters cram the Cre

themselves. Even after o flve-mile paddie down the Credlt from Terra Colla, lew
ot [he courageaus participanis were showing signs of faligue, beaming instead

wlth pride and exhllaration ot having completed the race.
(Herald photo by Paul Dorsey)

RACER
MAKES
A SPLASH

The Javcees aodded some
exira laughs to this year's Crazy
lioat Race, apparently wlthout
reallzing, when they suspended
[nner tubes from the hridge In
Glen Willinms in the hope Lhot
passing crazy crall crew mem.
bers could grah them and slow
the boatls down long encugh Lo
pet them Inte shore. What
happened to this unforiunate
saflor happened to many: the
current was lasl enough and
many of the bouls large enough
to moke such clforts futite, After
clinging steadfastly to thelr
craft throughout the f[lyve-mile
journey downstream, dozens of
crew members found them:
welves swimming the last Tew
feet to shore. Neediess to say,
the crowds lining the banks
loved every splash,

{Herald pholo by Peter West)
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Acton benefits from the region not the town
say residents on fifth anniversary of merger

Hy LEMLT TAY LA
Herald stall writer

Five years ago, Acton was dragged,
pushed apd otherwise propelled inlo what
many felt was an unwelcome unien with
Georgetown and the Township of
Esquesing to form a community known as
Halton Hills. j

From the time of the announcemenl of
the farmation of the new community,
residenls of all three communities-that-
woerl expressed coneern about regional
government, ils costs and what effect the
new cammunity would have an the former
pnes and their sense of their own identity.
Aclonians wrere prohably the most vocal in
expressing their discontent  at  being
lumped in with two other communitics
with whom they evxperienced no feeling of
kinship — in fact, relations between the
communities verged more on {riendly,
and sometimes nol-so-friendly, rivaley.

REGION WORKS

Now, [ive years later people in Halton
Hills have had a taste of the way regional
government works. They have more of an
idea of how it will affeet daily life in the
community and the effect it will have on
the ;th of both urban areas and the
rural ares in between. The Herald set out
to (ind cut whether Actonians are happy
with their lot in regional government,
whether they accepl the fact that they
sre “stuck with "' and what eftect
regional government has had on the
farmer town of Aclon.

What came acroas is that zome pooplc
have grave concerns about Acton’s (uture
In regional governmeiit. while others are
more hopeful,

Norm Elliott was vice-chairman of

Aclonians lar Action, & npw-defunct group
which was dedicated (o gelting Acton oul
of Halton Hidls, and lelting it stand as o
separate cammunity within the region of
Halten. As far as Mr. Elliatt 1s concerned,
Acton henedits from being in the region of
Hallen, but not from being within the lown
al Hadton Hills.

Mr. Elliot! said that during the time
he was active with the Actonians [or
Avtion group. he  was unable, in his
research, o certify in wriding that Acton
received any benefits from beng an the
towwns of Halton Hidls

“They aever tell us how much we've
done for Geoergetown, they always tell us
how much ticorgetown s doing for us,” he
said. 1 asked the town treasurer if i1 was
clearly a cost banefit for Acton 1o be in
Halton 1ills, and he said he couldn™
henesthy nnswer that because all the costs
are thrown in together The money spent
is all }alton Hills -- not is divided any
more, even iE's just spent i one plave

Kesgional councitler Ed Wood  said
Acton has henefitted [romm regional
povernment, and points’ o the cost of
water and sewogpe facilities in Acton.
Without regional government and uniform
waler rates. Acvton would be paving three
times the amount it payvs now for water, he
said, :

SOTLEFTOUT

"Aclon doran't get left out. ['d say
they get more now than they ever did
Eufore.” Mr Wood smdd

. Bath M. Wood und Acton councillor
Les Duby agree that the most visible sign
of change 'm Acton due to reglonal
RUVErnme: e redoction in the aclual
number o Acton representalives on

council.
o

“Ueolore regionol govermment, there

were twelve people on council in Acton,
and they were known by everybody; they

were your nelghbers,” Mr. Wood said,
“If you had a problem you wanted 1o
discuss with them, all you had to do was
grab them on the steeet and tell them.
Now there are only three councillors, so
you don't see them as much. People don®t
have as much opportunity lo sec their
councillors as they had before™ 1t is
probably this aspect of regional govern-
ment which leads Actonians (0 belicve
they have no condro] over their town, he
added.

| think Acton s Acton and
Georgelown v Georgetown,” Mr. Duby.
the st maver of the lormer lown of
Acton, said. “But we don’t have a seal of
povernment, and the people in Acton feel
they don’t have a mayor and vigh
councillors that they can slop on the
<treel and give hell 10

Me Duby said that with all sewers
and water under regional centrol, it 15 an
advantage financially and o the day-lo-
disy operation of the system, but during an
emergency, and when repairs are needed,
there is confusion about who to call. and
preblems with getting the job done
promplly.

Halton §blls mavor Pete Pomeroy

said the size vl regional governmen: when

compared with the local municipal
government the people in Actan are used
lo dealing with, does make [or some

problems.
“In certam areas, control has been

taken awav from the local level, and given
te the region,” he said. “"The region 15
much higger and more impersonal than

tocal forms of government'.

Hoth Mr. Wood and Mr. Duby think
that the entive local council is supportive
al Acton, and that councillors from
Georgetown and Esquesing are concerned
aboul Acton und its needs.

FIRST PRIORITY 2
“There is a feeling on coincil that you
have lo look after your own area: of
vourse, that's your first priority, hut when

you look ol the overall picture, T think -

many councillers [rem (ieorgelown are
cencerned about Acten,™ ar. Wood said.

Ar. Duby said he has seen this kind of
support for Aclon ol the regionnl level.

“Internally on regional council,
everyone is prepared te listen,'” he said.
“If it's Acton, there is support from the
other areas’.

\Mr. Elliott said_however, thal Acton’s
reditionship with Halton Hills is in bad
shape, and getling worse. _

“Acton’s relationship to Haolton Hills
isn'l good and it won't improve in the
luture.” he said. " 1Us a natural thing that
Georgetown will grow much faster than
Acton. Our mayor has practically
guaranteed 11 now., When Georgetown
prows, it's likely they will want greater
representation on council, so Acton will
huve less and less to say about what af-
lects us™,

Mavor -Pomeroy said regionsl
government will be able to help Acton
sitract industry, and will assist Acton’s
growth to enlarge the town's industrial
hase.

“The plaza develepment propoaal was
given. 1 think, one of the fairest hearings
ance I've been on Halton Hills council,”

e mavor said. *One thing that came
5 i

through clearly is that the people want
some growth. We're looking ot that, and
trying lo decide where to implement the
growih''.

“There 15 a delinite split between
those who want to grow, and embrace the
regional concept, and those who want Lo
stay the same,” Mayor Pomeroy can
tinved. **Look at the board of education —
they now have a (eorgetown person
representing Acton, and it shows they felt
thE_v,- werd getting the better person for the
joby' "

CAN'TUNDERSTAND
Mr. Elkiott satd he can’t understand
why the decision was made in the first
place to amalgamate the two towns, and
Mavor Pomeroy said he is no! sure the
bhoundary alignment the community
ended up with is the best one,

“The irenic situation is that one of the
eriteria for developing a reglon is that
there must be a community of interest,
that the pecple must have a sense of
community. There has never been thal
feeling between Acton and Georgetown
and there never will. There's t0o much of
a geographical gap. People in Aclon are
more likely to feel cloaer (o Guelph than to
Georgetown. The combination of Acton
and Georgetown i3 unrealistic,” Mr.
Elliott sald.

Mr. Elfiott advocates that both towns
operate as separate entliles withint Halton
Hegion. The Actoniang for Action had
requested that the provinee review
regional government in Hulton Hills, and
realign the community to make Acton and
Georgetown separale communities aguin
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* The reguest was turned down,

**Aclen is going to continue to lose
input in what happens in Hallon Hils,"
nir. Elliott said. "Il Acton worked alone in
regional government, we could control
what happened in our town. We could
secure our fulvre™,

*I'm not in my own mind satisifed
that the geographical beundaries were
drawn up that well," Mayor Pomeroy
soid. “*Personally speaking, 1 find it easy
toidentily people from Acton, Georgelown
and Esquesing — there are three separalte
wdentities in town, and | think it wil
always be that way'",

“I don't think you'll ever break down
the barrier belween Aclon and
Georgelown, and I don't know if | want to
see 1t broken down."” he continued,

HARD CORE

“There's a hard core of people in
Acton who'll never be satisfied wilhrnne
town, and with regionpa) goyemment,”' the
mayor sald. *"The maiority of Aclonr bas
accepted regional govermment, as a
concept, and’ have iried to elect people
who will do the best far them™.

*'Councillor Pat McKenzie stood verv
strongly on the regional governmpnt
platform, and that may have contributed
to his political demlse,” Mayor Pomeroy
added.

‘1 think what people tend to
overlook is that politiclans area charged
with making lhe coticept of reglonal
povernment work,™” he said.

“Some people never give up nope, put
they've got Lo realize, we're stuck with
regional government, and it's up to us to
make the best of it,"” Mr. Duby sald,




