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By MAGGLE HANNAH
Herald siaff awriter

Accurding to the Canadian
governmenl it's lime to relire
when you reach the ripe old
age of 65. One Georgelown
businessman  doesn’l  agret
with that, however, and John
it. Barber slill arrives ut his
office every moming ready to
do a day'swurk even though he
is Th .

Mr. Barber bought his travel

* agency and general insurance
- business {rom Elmer Thomp-
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son in 1950 and operated it for
10 yenrs an his own. In 1960 he
acquired & partner, Murray
Henley, who had experience in
the insurance business in Tor-

anto and Mr. Henley now acls
as general manager of Lthe

&
GRIENT TOUR
Contrary to the modern way
of learning o be o trovel

" agent, through community col-
“fege courses, Mr. Barber gol

his experience by doing the
travelling himsell. His [irst
trip was a tour of Evrope in

™~ 1022 and his moest reeent was d
= tour of the Orient in 1997,

Mr. Barber is the son of

= James Harber, the original
-~ owner of the Barber paper mill
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on River Road now owned by
Deltacraft. ile was the only
child of his father's second
marringe and says his mother
had step-sens as old as she was
herself. He already had o nicce

. and four pephews by the time

he was born, His mother died
of n strep infection when he
was lwo,

Whon his [ather died in 1916

;; nir. Barber left Berwick Hall

on Main Street South and went

‘10 live with his aunt and

grandmolher Hessey in ihe

.. house at the eorner of Markel

and Park Streets where he still

lives.

tHie atiended Georgelown

._ high schoal and then wenl on to

the University of Toranto (rom

~ which he graduated in 1927,

' university he became

During his last year ot lhe
part of
the stage crew at Hart House
Theatre and discovered he
loved theatre work. The

- chance came for him lo b

" and he lock . He

come slage manager of the
theatre on a permanent basis
liked

' university life and the campus
- atmosphere 5o instead of Jeav-

ing a5 he had eriginally intend-

» ed 10 do when he carned his

B.A. he stayed on and ook his

© master’s degree in Ehﬂnﬂnphy
|

»and worked pt the

ealre. He

“earned his M.A, In 1929,

FINEST MLUSICIANS
Some of the world's finest

' musicians came (o perform as
- soloisls with the Harl Heuse
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There Is & serious problem
with some of the school cross-
ings In Halton Hills because
motorists are disregarding
adult crossing guards and
children are not cressing at
intersections where there are
crossing guards according to
police salety officer Ra} Swa-
minathin.

Constable Swaminathin sald
there are problems at various
intersections In town, but the
crossing ot George Hennedy
Publlc School s *'a classic
example”’, He said parents are
parking their cars along the
glreets there, when picking
children up or driving them to
school, and as & result, child-
ren crossing from belween
parked cars, and breaking
other safety regulations,

Constable Swaminathin sug-
gested that when parents lake
the child to school or pick him
or her up, they should not let
the child cross the street alone.
He also sald Lhe parents should
be instructing their children to
cross st an intersection, where

. there 18 a crossing guard if

have to cross the street,
and to vbey the crossing

guards at all imes.

HALTON'S PEOPLE

String Quartet he recalls, He
also has fond memories of a
iravelling company from Harl
Haouse that performed Shikes-
peare’s Midsummer’s  Night
Drggm al high schools one
¥ear,

“We built our own stage sets,
withcurtaing and lights and all
we required te put on.the
production,’ he says. “All we
needed was a floor te set it up
on. We toured the high schouls
in Taranio and then after the
weason ended we visited Galt,
sarnia and St. Catharines. We
had a hard time kecplng a cast
becouse wo were perferming
so often peaple couldn’t turn
out fur all the perfarmances.
but il was a maryelious exper-
ience.”

Every high scheol in the
province studicd the same

© Shakespearean play in grade

t3in those ditys of department-
al examinations, Mr. Barber
savs the Georgetown  high
schoul English teacher used 10
take the upper schoa] class o
Toronlo un the 6:30 p.m. train
1o see whatever play they were
studying that year when a
travelling troupe of aclors
from England arrived at the
ftoyal Alexander Thealre to do
Shikespearean ploys for o two
wr three week run,
TIY STHCR SELLING

While he was working in the
\heatre he bought a seat an Lhe
Toronto  Slock Exchange
while the prices were rela-
tively low' during the begin-
ning of the Depresslon and
decided he was going to try his
hand at becoming A slock
broker.

The Toronte Exchange and
the Standurd Stock Exchange
amilgamated in 1934 but the
Toronto companpy decidec oot
1o vest all its money in the new
venture and instead gave ail
itp.members o sizeable wind-
fall. Tt was this unexpected
money which financed his first
trip around the world.

My girl friend at that time
had developed tuberculosis
and was praciically hospitaliz-
ed so 1 figured this was my
time to iravel while T was
[ree.”

He took a train lo Los
Angeles then travelied by boat.
His tour includgd Hawaii, Jap-
an., Shanghi, Manilla. Singa-
pore, Ceylon, Aden through the
Suez Canal, 1o Egypt, Gibral-
tar, Marseilles, and England.
He oven gol o lour along the
nurth cons! of Norway and the
Spitzbergen Islands to see the
coal mines. During that trip he
saw Lhe lce barrier in the
Arclic before returning to
Englund. There he learnced a
pariner had been found for his

praposed brokerage husiness
and he pelurned 1o Torontic

One of the highlights of his
irip arvund Europe in 1932
involves o baby Aushin car
which he purchased for $600 in
England. shipped across the
cliannel and then used to lour
the eontinenl with a couple ol
friends. They split the cost
three ways ol the end and Mr,
Harber savs it amounted [0 $57
tut;d far gas. oil, grease jobs
and soon [or 2.400 miles. Then
he sald it for 300,

W could enly do about 120
miiles a dav.”” he laughs,
“hecuuse the bwo Bovs wWere so
cramped in the back seal and
wy put the luggge in the front
wilh me, 1f we went mare than
that they’d have been done.”™

“We had ‘some fun getting
over the Simmplon Pass into
Ialy. The car couldn’ make it
so we had to push it the Ts
coatple  of miles, Then we
almost had to drag our feel
gwing down the other side
Iwecause the brakes were prae-
tically burning up. The funny
part was discovering later on
it all we needed was new
spark plugs and it went fine.”

FEATTIHE

At anolher peint when the
group had a flat tire, his lwo
campanions simply picked up
the hody of the car while he
changed the tire and then set it
bhack down, He wasn't ioking
about i1 being a baby Austin!

W never even had the jack
aut of the back al all” he
chuckles.

He also jokes about his first
airplane ride,
ear in Frankfort and decided
to go 1o Berbin by rail. Then
they decided 1o {ly back. Of
eourse, they didn’t know until
they gol into it that their
iransport would be an eight
pussenger plone with a &ingle
pilal. They couldn’t go over
2 100 feet, be chucktes, and you
ciald epen the window and
wave 1o the farmers working
down below.

“ got so I knew lo brace
mysell when [ saw [rees
enming because we had fo go
up and ever them and you tnd
1t sinking feeling you some-
times get in an clevator, The
irip was supposed 1o lake
about 3¢ hours but we made it
in three because of the tail-
wind. That saved me. If it had

fusted anpther 20 minutes 2'd
h=+¢ been sick like the other
five passgengers.”

tle cured himself in 19356 by

flying to Paris In a converted
werld War | bomber that had
two piiots and passenger space
for 35 1o 40 people.

He look o sccond cruise
around the world in 1936 which
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They left their

lasted 4. manths. That time
e left from New York City.
and stopped in the Caribbean.
Fruzil, S1. Helems lsjands,
soulh Africas, Madagasear. In-
dis. 1he South Pacific. China,
Tapa:, Worea, Hawaii, San
Francisco, Los Angeles,
ii.reugh the Panama Canal
and hack 10 New York,
LEFT BUSENERS
tte left the brokerage busi-
ness in 1938 because he didn’t
ke i1,
“tnher people expeel sou to
know which stocks are going o

st and my eryvstal ball never

untogged.’” he jokes, “so | gol
agl of it You could see what
wis happening in Europe so |
didn't look Tor o different jatr. 1
just waited, Like everyone else
| tigured it wauld another false
alarm. | didn't really beheve
there'd be a war, But | thought
I'd wait in case.”

Atr. Barber joined the Lorne
Scols, the Halton-Peel militia
anil. in 1925 and remembers
well isw all militia units were
iripled and quadrupled in size
alimast overnight duripg tbe
early days of the Secand Weorld
War.

“The Lorne Scols were to be
asked to send o small group of
men as part of the first
Divisfan which Canada senl
oversceas, Troops were called
frome six militla regiments o
represent various parts of the
nation as well as men from
three of the permanent farces,
he savs, so il was quile a
distinction 1o be included in
that firs! Canadian army.

Mr. Barber himself never
gt out of England, He wound
up as second in command of a
repairiation depot and stayed
1here.

He decided he was through
with the army when he gal
home but that oniy lasted for
six months. In Feb, 1949 he
became  commander of the
regiment and stuyed with it
uniyd Dec. 1954, n

sr. Barber says he fulfilled
his father's ambition, James
Harber had to lake over the
paper mill at the age of 21 but
what he had really wanlied to
do wis o become a full-lime
soldier. He joined the Halton
Regiment in 1681 belare it was

3 ;-Travel agent enjoYs WOl’killg

even constituted as a regiment
and worked up 1o the rank of
mapr,  the <ame ane Mr.
tarber beld when he ook
the regitrenl overssas o 1541

M, Barber Sivs he Teels his
imilitary carcer and travelline
are his hobbies, He likes to
yos ey his eottale at Muskoka to
i »ome boating in the sum-
et bul e has no big plans 16
isvel anvmore, He bas e
Prasries 10 see vel, and some
ol 11w Maritimes, He has never
soeen Russia or much of Centrad

Alrica but he isn’t expecting
{1 epp Yhamr now

“Hul 1 mighl see some more
ol Canda ur a bit of Seath
America it 1 ever get loose
ARain.” ke guips,

Ar. Barber met his wile,
Sybil. in England during the
war and they marricd in 1949
after she came 1o Canada.
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ANDREW MURRAY
MOTORS
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WAY-JAY
| MUSIC
HALL

EVENTS
CALENDAR

 1-416-877-3540
NEIL’S MUSIC CENTRE

Presents

" COMEDY CABARET SHOW

'FOR A GOOD
TIME CALL.’

Appeanng
Thurs. March 29th 8:00 P.M.
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LONG JOHN BALORY

[ONG JOHN BALDRY
‘“The English Rock n’ Roll Bluesman™

“Baldry has influenced and helped lkaunch
the careers of such stars
MICK JAGGER AND ROD STEWART

JUST RELEASED ON CAPITOL RECORDS
~ HIS NEW ALBUM

SUN. APRIL st , 3:00 P.M.

[ |

‘Super Good Friday

FEATURING .
CHUM FM & CITY TV ROCK STARS

AS SEEN ON SAT. SIMULCASY

April 13th

WAY - JAY ART SHOW
APRIL 14 - 15
TICKETS AVAILABLE

FOR ALL SHOWS AT
NEIL'S MUSIC CENTRE
RECORDS ON WHEELS

NORTH HALTON SPORTS
WAY-JAY CLUB

1-416-877-3540
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