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K Local doctors
- should not

andon OHIP |-

. = With ciose to 50 per cent of the
local doctors and most of the
medical staff at Georgetown and
tlistrict Memorial Hospital no
ldnger registered with the Ontario
Hospital Insurance Plan, it's safe
Lo say that universal accessbility to
medical care in Halton Hills is in
Il:':uuhle.

. - When the concept of medicare
Was introduced in provinces across
Canada, the stated goal was to
ensure that Canadian citizens
wpould not be deprived of adequate
imedical care because of finances.
But as more and more doctors drop
put of the government medical
jnsurance plans across the coun-
try, this goal becomes little more
than a pipe dream.

: - While the OHIP system may
still exist on paper, it is of little use
of taxpayers if they are unable to
find doctors still involved in the
plan. This problem is especially
serious in small communities like
tialton Hills. |

:. Unlike residents in large
metropolitan centers like Toronto,
Halton Hills residents donot have a
Ea_rFe Sanl of doctors to cheose from
to-find a family doctlor still in the
government medical insurance
lan. If your doctor drops out of
JHIP, the choice may soon be
whether you are ready to drive to
Oakville or Brampton for health
gare or stay here and pay your
doctor's increased fees.

- . Al the same time, as doctors
are opting out of OHIP, their
practices are filling up and some
doctors are not accepting new
patients. This, too, eals away at the
retense of choice when it comes to
linding doctors in the OHIP plan.

.+ There is even less chance of
getting an OHIP doctor if you
require surgical care at the
Georgetown hospital. -

- . None of the doctors performing
’surrgr}f at the local hospital are in
OHIP, according to a list of doc-
tors supplied by the hospital.

- At the same time, one of the
two doctors giving anesthetics is
put of OHIP. The anesthetians
work on alternate days so there is a
50-50 chance of gelting one's
apesthetic covered by OHIP but, a
patient will definitely have to come
ﬂ%with some cash to supplement
ORIP payments for the operation.

- . The entire situation makes a
joke of the OHIP plan. In this
sypposedly civilized society, On-
tario residents should have the
right to adequate medical care.

e OHIP plan was designed to
efisure we have this right. The
right is being eroded with every
doctor who drops out of the plan.

. For citizens whose doctor has
dropped out of our once model
health insurance plan, the cost of
health care s headed directly back
3o the days when the birth of a child
of unplanned surgery could saddle
31 ﬁlung couple with a significant
got,

If a doctor is out of QHIP, his
her patients pay regular OHIP
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“UNCHURCHED EDITORIALY

- *.».Sir William Osler, the Canadian phys-

e
wian who was one of the makers of

; I.'n_ﬂdcm medicine, said this in ane of his
essays: “Haoppiness lies in the absorplien
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wsome vocation which satisfies the soul™".
- Yes, of course. But the kinds of
dsdgery which many people today must
fnce in their work are enervating and

- demoralizing and terribly frustrating. For

mhny there is little salisfaction, little
fulfilment, in their daily work, For them
work is primarily an ordeal that must be

urdergone in order lo make money for the -

Dasic necessities of life and for leisure-
time activities in which some personaol

fulfilment may be found.
* . We who find [ulfilment in our work

mist resist the temptatico . to be over
critical of those work {s dull or dlstasteful,
those whese work consisis mainly of
roltines which can put callouses on the

- Beart as well as on the hands, these who
. labar merely for existence and for the
" }efsure in which gyfm find their main

rullgtment.

payments plus an additional 30 per
cent which the doctor tacks on for

services rendered, as recom-
mended by the Ontario Medicipal

Association.

Doctors have tossed around
many reasons {or opting out of the
medical plan but the only reason
that rings true is the one given by
Dr. J. Bowyer, an associate of the
Georgetown hospital.

“It's purely a question of
money,”” he said. .

Considering the fact that
Revenue Canada slatistics put the
average income of Canadian
doclors — before taxes but after
expenses — at a whopping $47,600
for 1976, it's hard to shed many
tears for their plight.

Doctor's incomes have not
increased substantially in the last
few years but whose have? A thing
called the AIB has been hanging
around limiting wages hikes to
close to six per cent for almost
everyone. We venture that a six per
cent wage hike on $47,600 is a little
easier to take than six per cent of
$10,000, a position many Canadians

have been in during these AIB.

years.

When one considers the huge
public investment in a doctor's
career from all of us, in the form of
federal and provincial support of
post-secondary educafion, it
doesn’t seem out of line to ask
doctors to accept ‘low' incomes for
the public good.

Yet many of these same
doctors are now threatenin% to
leave the country for the U.S. if
they are nol permitted to jack up
their fees by the 30 per cent
recommended by the OMA.

Certainly the OHIP program
has problems with it but the way to
deal with the problem is to find
ways to remedy OHIP not scrap it.
Public corporations and programs
do no! by delinition have to be
lawed or mismanaged, it is up to
the volers to ensure they have a
government that -can properly
administer the public programs
under their charge. It s the
government’s responsibility to find
wa:,rﬁ; to make the OHIP program
work.

One of these ways would be to
simply remove the alternative of
?Fting out of the health care plan.

works that way in Quebec and
there doesn't seem to be any major
exodus of doclors out of that
province.

Locally the Halton District

Health Council does not consider -

the OHIP dropout rate a serious
problem. In fact, they have had no
discussions on the problem. We

_believe it is imperative for the local

health council to take its lead from
the Peel Health Council which is
currently stud}rinf the impact of
doctors opting out in that region.
They will be presenting their
«findings to the regional council.

The Halton heaith council
should prepare a similar study and
the region should be ready to take a
firm stand based on its findings.

*~United Church comment

Thankless work

A few years ago a team, of secial

scientists predicled that in the year 2000 -

the general pattern of work in the

developed parts of the world will be ane of
a seven and a half hour wark day instead
of eight, with four working days a week
instead of five and anly 3% working weeks
per year compared o the present 50. In
the face of all that s now happening in our
sociely, thal seems u (airly reasonable
farecasl. Our society is already beceming
leisure-oriented in many ways. |

Dr. Viktor Frankl, one of the more
influential psychiatrists of our time,
peints odt that “'Boredam is now causing,
and certainly brings to psychiatrists,
more problems to solve than is distress.”
Bertrand Russell once said, "'Boredom i 8
a vital problem for the moralist, since at
least half the sins of mankind are caused
by fear ol it™,

In an age of increasing leisure for

more people art and music and drama and
literature and spotts become increasingly
significant in our society.
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Ontario Hydro’s power export

reverses one of oldest policies

Queen’s Park Bureau
OF The Herald
TORONTO — QOpenly, if a little
hesitantly, the Onlario governmenl is
reversing ane ol the oldest and mosi
venerable palicy positions in provincial
hisinry,

Weare going to try 1o export power on
a permimnent basis to the United States,

(i Nav, 9, 1976, then energy minisler
Dennis Timbrell repeated in the legislal-
ure the lonp-sianding Tory position that
exporting power 15 not an Ontaro Hydro
Rl

“[1 is nal pow: il has never been: i
never will be, We do export pawer but on
an snterruptible basis tonly) ™

That means power which is in tempuo-

rary surplus locally can be sold outside -

the province, but if demand picks up here
salos cease,
New realilies, however, are undermi-

ming Tumbrell’s dogmatic statement, the
cluel faetor heing the wnexpected decline
in energy demand we're now experienci-
ng. ;
TWO PLANTS

Hydre built, and s sill bailding, 10
meel o greater demand  than we're
currently experiencing, leaving the proy-
ince with power far in exeess of whal s
regurred for the next decade, &

(e solulion migh! be 1o cancel
projected nuclear plants at Bruee and
Inwclington deight reactors in ally, but
theye are wo very vital reasens why
it s foolpsh, ’

A sutdden upvard stufl in demand for
a fow years down the road would leave us
beached  like seme encrgy-dry whale
suffering blackotits and brownouls.

Even assuming current ¢onsumplion
antd a permanenl surplus there is on
imporiant argament which favors going
ahead wilh planned facilities,

‘Teeasurer Frank Miller pul il in 2
mirshell when he neled there is o "irom-
endous impact frem Ontario Hydro proj-
cels, nat onky on the communities in which
ey are located, bal also on indusiries
winch supply materials and equipment for
Hhese prajeeis',

TOTAL COLLAPSE

bt faet, there is o eritical productinn
level below which our fledghng nuclear
mdustry must nael [al if it is not ta
vallapse, :

Yot toing ahead with building could

esin 8 permanent power surplus. Whal
stinttld be done about i?

Retiring Hydro chairman Robert Tay-
lar sald blunily, "*let’s look at power
exparts, not just as n profitable way to use

- aur present reserves, but for the long term

as & conlinuing industrial policy™.

And Intergovernmenial Alfairs Minis-
ter Tom Wells spelled it out in even
greater detail last week.,

"' Maybe Hydro should capitalize more
fully un the export marke!. Why not earn
somue U.S dollars and use them to pay off
LS. debis?™ :
TWODANGERS

And referring 1o Canada’s tendency to
exporl raw malerials he asked “why not
exporl the finished product t(eleciricily!
for the benefil of Onlario power consum-

- ers and Canada as o whale?™

The uranium, the plants, and the
nuclear technology are all Canadian in
origin. i

Twa reasons lurk on any export
horizon, though.

Cne, which exists today, is that Hydro
can’l find any American utility willing to
buy energy on long-term coniracis,

The second is whal happens if energy
demands surges here and Ontario has
brownouls while conlinuirg 1o export
power lo America?

Thal would be political dynamite, and
is the hislorical reason we've never
exporied in the pasl,

Election makes it difficult

to ignore personal publicity

mignsier has displayed greal dignity, and

By Stewart
MacLeod.

(Miawa Nurcaw
( The Herald

1 wauld be much easier 1o ignere the
domestic problems of polilicians, bul with
an, elechion looming it is excecdingly
difhieult 1o overlook the lidal-wave af
persanad  publicity  now  washing over
Prime Mimster Trudeau.

And more is caming, prabably in the
midsl of the eampaign, as the irrepressi-
ble Margacel Trudeaw unleashes her
painfully-publicized book, Beyond Reas-
on. From whal we hear - and we are
hearing & great deal these days — Pierre
Traedeau is going 1o be reminded of many
intimafte moments as he slumps (he
cauntry talking about national unity and
CIOrRY Costs,

Noother Canadian prime nyinister has
ever had 1o cope with such a delicate
preblem.Bul then no other Canadian
prime minister was a Single parent,
divarced or separated. And while it would
be mice if we stopped 1alking about it
and lefl the poor prime minister alune, we
are obviously looking al a problem that
could casily affect Trudeauw's ability o
Biveri.

While we might like 1o leave the
impressian that we are nol interesied in
his personal problems. 1 think we'll all be
keeping a close eye on the way the prime
minister copes with copious copy Aow
ftawing from his estranged wife.

COPES WELL

And so far, it would appear, Trudeau
is coping very well indeed. In fact. from
the day he gol married in 1971, the prime

srcasion]  olerance, in dealing with
domestic matiers, He bas never criticized
and, publely al Jeast be has always
mdicated he had o sympathetic undersi-
anding ol her own, somelimes inconsistend
vipwpoinls, . :
Butl | think it's e te say the favor

hasn’l bren returned, En her latest outhur-
stin Lamddon, Margarel says that she left -

her hushand because “he cursed me, gave
menolling lodo, treated me like the most

Cwarthless woman ever halched on this

carth®™ . She said that “he wouldn't see thal
1ehiln™ Just wanl a dumb marriage, to be
o hing but a deeoration al his 1able™,

Al limes, during 1w spate of recent
imerviews, AMargaret also 1alks about
muere personal matters, like not sharing a
el witdy her hushand, She ralks abowt
sane of the official guests that came 1o
Sussex Drwve during her marilal slay
there - soane of The remarks are eritical

aml shie mentioned how “arious” her
hushand became when she smoked marij-
wina in the officapd residence. She even
tattled on o Mauntie who, she alleges,
ave her meense 1o bide the smell of
sl fl_}ll:”lil 3
M RESTRAINED

| don’t know why, at this particular
time. with her hushand minding the kids
and trxing 1o hype himself for an election
ampangn, that Margare! would suddnely
lake the enlire British press into her
canfidence. Bui assume she has the sales
al her Tortheoming book in mind.

There must be some reason why she is
willing te st dawn with these various
repurlers and deseribe how she contemnpl-
ated commiting suicide during the mar-

riage, or haw she likes hoaving her back - .

rubbed or how she docsn't collect any
alimony from her husband. She must have
realized thot her husband wouldn't like
her discussing the Hoval Family as she
did - *Charles is so amusing and sexy and
he flirts so beautifully...”

Alter the latest batch of Maggie's
memoeris hit the newsstands, the prime
minister was asked al a news conference
abannt his reactinns.

“Tedon'l think we'll pursue this bine of
queshioning,” he has often said, in reply 10
any yuesiion dealing with his domestic
scene. U Margaret might want to speak for
hersell™,

She s clearly doing that. And |
suspect that even though she may give her
husband an unmerciful clobbering during
the campaign, that he will continue to
keep his cool. Furthermore, with his
highly disciplined though! process, [
doubt whelther these personal problems
will interfere with his work day. But,
while being reluctant 1o admii it, we'l) ail
be watching him just the same.
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Halton’s
History

From our files

COLD SNAP HITS

... THHIRTY YEARS AGUO — Counci] s¢1
the 1919 1ax rate at 64 mills (an increase of
four mills over 1848). The estimated gross
revenue is $132,096, wilh income of $36,099.
There will be an increase {rom $7,100 to
$3,900 in wages paid to town employees,
due 1o The hiring of an extra man.

Hed Skelton’s spy in a Union suit with
a southern exposure, Red Skelton, Arlene
[ahl und Brian Donlevy start in MGM's
mirth ol a pation, *A Southern Yankee'.

New cars are sprouting all over town,
Like tht crocus, they are heradling
spring. It is more and more apparent, the
traditional car-buying habit is back, For
Itie last 1en years, the car buyer bought
what he could pet, The story is dilferent
now. “John Doe” who weuld not buy
anything butl Chrysler produets can do so
now. The sume goes for “Bill Smith*” whn
has been buying General Mntors cars for
20 years and “Joe Brown™, who always
sirung along with old Henry Ford. Scotl's
brought aut the highly advertised Chev a
frw weeks ago, now the futuramic Oldsm-
ahile 15 an ils wav inln the showroam.
saxe's Dodge and DeSoto are invading
Georgelnwn, Bower's will introduce the
new Plvmouth and Tom Hewson has o
maroen Hudson, Georgetown Metors are
the headguarters for the new Fords and
Munarchs, Indicalions are this influx of
new cars means thal Mr, Car Boyer can
now ge back to his old pre-war habits,

Wow! That drop of the weekend for
Iwo consecutlive seven degrees below zero
‘was a mude reminder of whal we shoutd
have had during the winter. It was by no
means a fit or proper celebration just
before the [irst dav of soring. The average
minimum of 4.28 for last week was way
below the monlhly average for March
which is 19, _

GYROPLANE PLANNED

o GTWENTY YEARS AGO — Five form-
er Avro engineers and techniclans are
hard al work lecally, producing working
drawings {or a two-seal gyvroplane which,
il suceessful, could he the future mass
Iransporiation medivm for the world.
Calling their firm Avion Industries, they
have been encouraped by o group of local
husinessmen who hope to secure the
necessary fimoncing to bring the plane into
production and Lo keep the plant localed
here. It is estimated that such o plant
would employ 400 men. '

Jack Crichion was elected to serve a
second term 45 president of the George-
town Chambers of Cominerce at the
annudt meeting held thst Wednesday at
the &orth Halton Goif and Country Club.
Serving with Mr, Crichton on the 1959
exeeutive are Rev. Alex Calder, vice-pres-
ident; Les Percival, secretary; Lee King,
ireasurer; and direetors William Hunter,
Walter Bichn, Charles Wray, Dick Licata,
Hareld McClure and Fred ielson,

From the police news: What causes
juvenile delinquincy? Lack of pacentni
control is o biR contributing factor. The
parent who allows his child 1o wander on
the streeis at night, or weekends, is [s
much to blame as his children for the acls
they commit. How many parenls know
where their teenage sons and daughters
are on weekends? How many of your
children turn over their weckly pay-
packels, and in return receive their
weekly allowance? For sixteen long, hard
and loncly years (more in some cases)
have you fed, clothes and nursed them in
lime of sickness — What do you get now”?
Your son or daughter comes home on
payday, tosscs you ten, maybe filteen
dollars for washing, ironing, feeding and
cleaning up afler them. Do you think t's
right?

COUNCILLORS GET RAISES
....TEN YEARS AGO — Expressing
concern aboul council’s aellon in voting
themselves a $10 pay Increase in salary
fur council and commitlee meetings, Ron
snow, 3 Reselield Drive, asked council on
Monday what justification they could give
for this. Mayar Emmerson teld him that
at one time the Municipal Act defined a
pay scale but that now it is up to councils
discretion to set a rate. Council's work-
load today, he said, is even greater than
when he enterd politics o {ew years ago,
and he said there aren’t enough evenings
in Ihe week (o accomplish all that council
must do.

A report released thls week by Halton
director of education J.W. Singleton reve-
aled that in the next three years another
500 leachers will be needed to man classes
in this region. The report also revealed
immediate plans to siep up education
services in North Halton. :

Halton education trustees were told

inst week that the county school bili has

increased by almost $4 million over Jast
year —but the preliminary budget did not
include provincial grants. Total education
spending this vear will be almost $32
million, as opposed to $28 million last
.yedar. The board has 85 scheols under its
contrel, with about 45.000 students,

NOUNMNTY PRAYERS
.. ONE YEARR AGO — A 500-kv trans-
mission line from Bruce generating stat-
ion 1o Milton will not be rerouled, despile
cemplaints from citizens, Energy Minist-
er [teuben Baetz said Tuesday. In a letler
io William Mann, chalrman of the interes-
led Cltizens Group (ICG) Baelr sald
cabinet this week reaflfirmed its declsion
to allow the line to run from the Bruce
stalton through the Niggara Escarpment
‘al Limehouse and conneet with the
Nanticoke to Pickering line at Milten.

Georgetown real estate broker Art
Johnson has been elected president of the
.Ontario Real Estate Association for 1978,
Mr. Johnson is the president of Johnson-
Carney Limited, a real estate and mort-.
gage brokerage flirm with its head office in
Georgelown and 17 branch dffices In
soulh-central Ontario. The firm employs
almost 250 people, including 200 licenced
salespeople.

Schocl children in Halton won't be
praying for Canadlan unity. Halton board
of educalion Thursday dalealsd o maotion
by trustee H.H. Hinton Lhat the board
contact the Hastings-Prince Edward Ro-
man Catholic separate schoeol board to
oblain a copy of & praycr approximately .
4,000 studenis say once a week 1o increase
Canadian unity. :




