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‘Steamer’ was

By MAGGEE HANNAT
Herald stalfwriter
Wheldon Emmerson wound
up as mavor of Georgetown for
the 1969-70 1erm more in spite
of himsell beeawse he wanted
the job.
I really didn’t inlend 10 run
for ihe mayor's job,"” he says.

1 Vd eeally wamed it Ud
have been the first man in the
rave instead of the thied,™”

John Elliott and Bob Frames
had declared their intentions
fung before Mr. Emmserson
deeided to put lus aame on the
ballat a1 the nominations mght
i Iale November,

“Huemours were Hving ek
and dast the st couple of
wevks Belore | decided 1o po
aied 1he pressore wis gelmg
mnhearatle,” he roeadds Witk ;
i 1 don’t Knssw where the
SHFTes were connng Iram that
Fontemdigd 1o eun heeause |
Wi b even thenkmg aboa o,

Harbara Scholz and Sandrs Domskt
praciice washing the Meorin the practical life
area of the Monleasor] School fn Norval. The
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praviical life aren Is dealgned lo glve the
children o vhance to practice acllvities Lhey
w It eneounter in |lfe.

tIlerald photo by Lori Taylor)

Norval school
gets new owners

By LORI TAYLOR
Herald stall wriler

The Montessori School in
Norval has changed ownership
wilh new owners Clare and
Alma Riepma preparing now
for the upcoming semester in
September, _

Mr. and Mrs, Ricpma pure-
hased the school from Alan
and Audrey Shine, who have
operated . the Montessort
Schoo! in the Georgelown area
since 1974, The school was
localed in the AMouniainview
Noad Baptist Church, but for
the past three years has been
in its present location in lhe
former Norval Public Schoal,

Mr. Hiepma said be and his
wife have always been interes-
ted ineducalion, and his wife1s
in fact a former teacher. They
have been interested in the
Montessori 1eaching melhod

for same time, and their two

daughters atlend the Monles-
sofri school. Mrs, Riepma is
currently studying al {he Mon-
teasori Institule and will be
graduating with an AM.L, a
certificate which qualifies her
o leach at o Moniessori schonl
for students aged 2'2 1o 6.
BRAMPTON SCHOOL

The Monlessari school in
Norval is open to students aged
212 to 5, and il parents want
their children to continuc past
thai level in a Monlessori
school, Mr. and Mrs. Shine
own a school in Bramplen
which is equivalent to grade
six level in a conventional
school. There are schools in
existence which will take stud-
ents to the equivalent of a high
school level, but there are none
located in thls area.

The Shines decided to sell
the school because they
thought the schoo! would bene-

‘someone who lived in

fil from being operaled by
the
¢community, Mr, Riepma sald.
e and his wife are preparing
now for fall registralion, and
their lenure as owners of the
school will begin with that
class,

The Maoniessori concept of
edualion was ariginated by Dr.
Maria Montessari, Mr. Riep-
ma said. She was a doctor of
medicine and had nathing to
do wilh education until she
developed her dheories of edu-
cation from her observations
of children.

Dr. Moniessori abserved
certain needs and developm-
enl patierns in children, cert-
an 1hings they ke o manipu-
late, Mr. Hierpma uaid. She
developed her approach from
her observations, and didn’t
try to make the children fit her
theories as some ecduentors
have done, he 5aid.

"The aim of the school is to
help the children do it themse-
Ives,”” Mrs. Riepma said.
“Children want 1o be indepen-
dent, and they are curinus, and
molivated to find out™.

CHILDREN MOTIVATED

“Children are molivated,
and the school wanls 1o direct
and stimulate that matjval-
ion,”” she added. ""We help the
children learn lor themselves
and through interaction with
ovihers''.

The tearning eaviranment al
ithe school is made up of a
number of integral areas, Mr.
Ricpma said. I inchxdes the
practical lile area, where the
child works with items found in
practicai hife siluations, the
sensorial arca, where the
child’s senses are refined. the
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Clare and Alma Rlepma are the new owners of the Mont-
ssoc] School In Norval, and Mrs. Rlepma will become the director

of ke schood in Seplember.

i Herald pheolo)

language arca where the
child’s Fanguage skills are en-
hanced, the math area, and 1he
cuhiural area. which includes
musi¢, ar1, drama, history,
geography, science and the
natural environment .

The Montessari school is
centred on the development of
the chitd al his own pace, and
nnt based an knowledge being
given to the chitd from teach-
ers, Mr. Riepma said. 1t is
hased an the child's own disca-
veries, and the job of the
Ieacher, or directress, asshe is
known in Montessori schools,
15 te slhimulate the child's
desire 1o learn, and direct his
efforls.

The materials in the school
are used 1o help the children
realize absiract concepls
through manipulation of the
materials. Concepls such as
“large™ ond “'small”” are Jear-
ned with pieces of woud in o
panpe ol sizes, snd matching
holes in pnother picce of woed.
By matching up the pieces of
wikkl with the propersized
hule, 1he ehild learns the canc-
epls of size and dimension,
Mrs. Riepma said,

The school has 42 children
registered now, Mr. Hiepma
said and lhey are taking regis-
Irations  for next semesier
now. Levels from 2'y to 5 will
be offered 1o the children, and
Ihe level of instruction will be
based an the child's ability,
and what level he or she has
reseched.

WOtk CLOSELY

“We intend ta work closely
with the Shines,” AMr. Riepma
said. *1 a childis ready [or the
day school, his parents may
want 1o send him 1o the school
in Brampton™.

"We believe in quality educ-
alion, guality materials and
qualily kids,” Mrs. Riepma
said. “The environment of the
schoat has 1o be a quality
coviconmenl, and the maler-
ials have to be quality mater-
ials for the child to use them
well™.

Parents who would like o
register their child in the
Montessori Scheq), or who
have questions, can call Mr.
and Mrs. Riepma a1 8776751 in
the evenings. *

“One of the things we wanl
o emphasize is that the child-
ren, when they're in the room
{ecl a1 ot of joy," Mrs. Riepma
said. "They enjoy what they're
doing. They lock [orward to
ciening in, and they hate to
leave ",
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town’s reluctant mayor

Froally Muriel «Nrs, Emmer-
sentd s sind “Why den’s sou run?
Youp inaght Jose Thes cos’ ape
some peace.” B osounded dike
the best advee 1'd had so 1
decided | woyld ™

TaH DU SO

1 annetineed at counetl Tha
| s geing o ron and Mayar
Jows Cahbons held v press cons
fepency fater m the week say-
i he was renmimg. He wenl 1o
The nonunabing mechng Man-
iy mght aned spoke. T was
cenung hame from a meeting
Tuesday might and 1 saw The
ambulimee leaving Jue's
phce, Hellowed Yhem over the
hspital sinee 1 live on this
streel (Princess Anner. Jus! 24
linaes later aflier he said he
Wik etniting he was dead.”

His fwo-vear term an oliwe
SIW G Breal many projects

“tinishedd, The Hurpey Hatlas

Lridge an Mountainview o
the While bBridge on Main
Streel were eonstructed at thal
tene, This swarter tower on Totl)
Favaed was built. Twa pew wells
were brought on stream un
provide mare waler for 1he
tow gt The new works vard (he
proscit fire hally was buidl on
Maple Avenue and the iron
removal plant was built. Work
even Began an reconstructing
the trann Pk sewar throogh
Crenrgeiow,

Mr. Emumerson savs there
were ho developmenl agrece-
miess siEnedd during s vears
as mavaor but the Moore Park
stilplivision saind the Lane sub-
thvigion were enmpleled.
('vuneil had released the land
for them in 1965, Focal Propoer.
tes, o Brumae as o was
kaewn te Hhal council, wis
petitioning to get land to slarl
thi propesed Silver Creek pro-
jeet bt couneil refused. Even
it that the lown's population
wis grawsng by 15 per cent per
vear,

When asked aboul his mem-

uFies s mavor e pulls out g .

couple 16 prove his point about
nol  taking Ithe position teo

serinusly or vou'd po erazy.

GLIMER FELLOW

I was walking down 1he
street one day and this slider
felbew walked up and sacked
me right in the noese,” he
chuckles. “Then he started i
piving me whal for about the
condition  of  his ropd. Tl
ket the fellow all ey life b
I dicln’t know abew his road.
When Einally [nund aul where
he lived T discovered he wis
ot in the tewnship and it was
Tom Hill he should hive
pasehed in the pose, not me.

"I'['I'rl'n theres swas ome e
when o couple of vimng kols
askedl v eomae el terview
e o o sehoot progeer Thisy
eI g WIR 3 ape paeeeeler
A went alwge ST o
vers predessionally . They were
Al preepared voodo g reallv good
by, Vo seer Whole the one hay
wis henkimg up the nucern-
phogies the ather 1Wrns e me
aml “Here's o list ol the gues-
Ut W B ROIRE L 5K Vel sn
soyt ean look them over in case
v want te duck  anv ool
g IR (T

My Emmersan served only
oHe rerm itk masar for several
reasnns. (e was hiv dogetoe’s
advice that he should quit,
Anather was the worry that his
Famsly was bremgt negleeied,

“Ope gl as 1 was pmng
end] the door Muriel asked me
1 knew liosw many conseculnve
mEhes ont this wass for me? " he
sifds O cotirse 1 st fooked
Dlark but she knew. I was 21
mighss in a row that I'd been ol
v seme lunchon ar ather.™

“hutr son Blake was seven ar
vight then and i make moe slop
and reahee whon 1 was deing. |
ad 16 do some thinking and
establish my priorities, T de-
cicddesd not e rus again,”’

Although Steamer Emmer-

* s o Tamihar face 1o many
e residents, the Tael hal be

wits pot Born in Canagda is o
suowell known, He says he
arcived from Hie Uniledd Stales
as o baby ateng with the six
olrfer hrathers and sisiers in
lus Capmly . He did his servive
tlureerg the war with the Lorne
Sewts and a ecouple of ather
Canadain regimenis, He mar-
riced a Canadian girl, He speni
his prowing up yecars in
Geargetown and seitled here
s oam adub but g owasn't until
14955 that he decided 10 get his
cittenship papers.
NOR NAME

His mick name, Steamer,

pEoes ack te his childbomd and

wis g prigliet of his own
mvenlion,

When the famaly lived on
Gonrge Sireet, o couple of
tloors fram the Aleotls he used
tw visil them eegularly. One
morning he went over before
Crrdan Alentt lelt for high
sthook. As bip boys will with
httle anes. Gord asked him
Bosw e was and whiat his name
wits, Ar, Emmersan iold him
"My opame’s Sieamboal wilth
o KT Mre, Alcolt thougli

st was o greal answer for a,

kil ol Five and he calied him
thart Trovmy thiaet time on,

“I've bren ealled Tug Boal,

Ste

steambeal and  even  How-
boatl,” he laughs. In  lact,
recently some fellow T was
latking to on the phone ob-
viogisly couldn’t remember my
namce so he said 'so long
Smoker™.”

“I's gol that 1 feel sirange of

“somenne oulside my own fam-

ily calls me Wheldon, | don™
think it's e they're talking
iy, "

Alr. Emvtnerson was one of
the original members of the
Little NI arganized by Gor-
don Alcon and he has great
admaration for Alentl’s ability
o handle youngsiers. He was
s o personal friend from
Luner vears, Garden Alcont, his
brothwr Ernie. amd Mr. Em-
mersnn were the men behind
one of The Herald's earlier
competitors, The Mirrar.

The Mirror was established
around 1he end of the war 1o
the best of Mr. Emmerson's
recollegtion and ran less than
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MAPLE SYRUP TIME

Jim Alkenhead of Halton Reglon Conner-
vation Area stall pours sap from the bucket
on a maple tree Inio o collectng bucket so
that youngsiers from Hornby Co-Op Nursery
School can see what sap looks like nnd how {1’
Is bolled down o an

week.
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evaporator inlo maple syrup, The youngsters
saw the various methods of colleeling sap and
making syrup from ploneer thmes lo modern
methods when they visited Mountsberg last

{Herald photo by Maggle Hannah)
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“Weranot off a Geslelner in
Mrs. Aleoll’s back kitchen un-
til the machine broke down.”
he chuckles. Then none of us
had the maney to fix il .30 we
had to give up.™

SEE YOURSELY

The paper’s motte was “'See
voursell i 1he mirror” and
they tried to use a5 many local
names in cach issye as pos-
sible. Gord Aleolt was the
editar, Ernie did the carioons
and Mr. Emmersan did any-
thing vise 1hal needed doing.

“We'd sav the darndest
things,”" he chuckles "and we
diddn’t 1think about law suits.
Aclually one fellow did threot-
€1 1l sue us one 1ime because
we used iim in a eartoon s0 we
tefl Bim alone for & few weeks.
The next thing we knew he
waned 1o know why we were
ignoring him. It just shows
how serious he was.™”

Afr. Emimerson has a iove of
music and was responsible for
nrganizing the town's barber-
ship singers many years ago.
He sang wilh them wntil he
staried inlo politics and no
langer had the time. They soon
began having irouble finding
deceomsdation for their meet-
ings and practise and the rent
ot Cedarvale becavse oo ex-
ponsive. Eventually the group
moved 1o Brampton and
changed s name (o the
Townsmen,

He was also invelved with
the town's minstrel shaws dur-
ing the post war yeurs and
jukes ahout how good he was at
spotting 1alent,

“You know all the ibings
Ralph Ursel can do musically.
Well. I had him in 2 minsirel
show =oan after he came lo
loven - ns 4n end man' You
know, the fetlow the emcee
heows stories out to and they
supply the straight parts in the
jnke. Now, can [ spat talent 7™

Mr. Ursel 1eaches music al
Geargetown and District High
School and provides music for
the Geargetawn Little Theatre
productions.

Mr. Emmerson alse emcecd
alfairs fur numerous organiza-
tions and had o repuigtion that
kept the calls coming ip for his

amer Emmerson

services even when he decided
Lk gjuil.

“1 didn’t used to mind i
when T was voung,”™ he jokes.
"I didn'l know what a danger-
nus game I was playing, Then 1
starfed gelling nerveous and if
gt worse and werse so [ gave

o LT} T

Mr. Emmersen was also the
first president of the Esques-
ing Histurical Society, al-
Ihough sgoin he says he won be
delfauh,

DANGEROUS GAMES

When the group was forming
he atlended the meeting and
was asked to chair it

“I didn’t wani to but when |
looked around il was obvious
that others had refused them. 1
figured if they had gune 1o all
the work of getting [l started
Ilhey necded someone 1o say
yes s0 they could go on. So }
agreed. When it came to elect-
ing o presiden! they went all
the way areund the table and
everyone declined in turn, By
the time it got to me there was
no one else. If 1'd said no then
they'd have had 1o start all
over again. It seemed o pretty
Title thing to do when the rest
of them had done all the
waork.”

Mr. Emimerson is also an
honourary member of the
Georgerown Rolary Club and
one of t1% charler members.

Me. Emmerson is known in
1he sporls communily because
of his hockey carcer Bs a
youlk. He also played indust-
rial hockey and baseball in
laler years and even wrole a
“*hit of a sports column® In The
Herald at ene time,

~ow [hat palilics is behind
him how does a man find a job
to-equal thad of being mayor?

“I gol the job as deputy
sherril ns a joke,* he laughs,
When 1 was quitting some
Tellows peinted out 10 me that’
the sherrif, Andy Frank, was
quilting and there was going lo
be room [or & new deputy, |
ignored i1 ol firs! when they
suggested { should apply for it.
Then eveniually I did apply
and 1 got 0.

Tie has been af it now [or
cighl years.

Lot levy bylaw
being revised

A bylaw has been forwarded
to town eouncil by the general
committee implementing
revislons in the town's
schedule of lot levies payable
by developers and builders in
accordance with increases
registered during 1978 by the
Seuthaom Conatruction [ndex.

According to town treasurer
Ray King, the Index, as il
pertains to Onlarte, rose
nearly 4.2 per cent between
Jan. 15, 1978, nnd Jan. 15, 1979.
The muntclpal bylaw approved
by council In 1976 to control lot
levies requires on annual
review of the lot levy schedule
to reflect Index increases,

As o result of the 1979
revisions, lot levies for singie

(amily, semi-detached and
duplex dwelllngs conlalning
one or fwo unitz will be in-
creased io $1,512 per unit.

‘Triplex, double-duplex and

feurplex dwellings, as well as
townhouses, will require lot
levies of 31,590 per unit.

A $1.198 fot levy whl be
charged f(or apartment
buildings of three slories or
less, on o per unit basls, while
senlor citizens housing of the
same height will require $718
in lot levies per unit,

The lown will charge $1,078
per  unit - fer apariment
buildings of more than three
stories and $398 for senlor
citirens residences of more
than three stories.




