' Mother supports course - %
- in parenting edu

To the editor of The Herald:

Is it possible that the Pro-
vinecial Ministry of Education
has been unable 1o grasp the
motivation behind Interna-
tiopal Year ef the Child and the
implications of lurning a deaf
ear to those who promole
enriching programs for child-
ren within the educational s3ys-
lerm? It would seem  likely
when ane views the decision of
the Ministry nol to accepl
' Principal Eric Balkind's Par-
enling Course ip campulsary
inclusion at the secondary lev-
el, and a diluled, (ragmented
approach 1o the course [or
(irndes 7 and 6.

In a lime when our sociely is
faced with an increasing inci-
dence of juvenile vielence,
child abuse and neglect, and
many other social ills relating
lo the child, it is a refreshing
breath of air 1o have an Eric
Balkind in Halton. His recom-
mendations for Including Par-
enting Courses wilhin the
course of study
schools could very well have
put ifalton in the vanguard of
sacial responsibility teward
children, But instead, the pro-

vincia) ministey waffles, and
our own Hallon board of edu-
calinn compromises.

Surely our board members
musi realize the signilicance
of parenting courses, especial-
Iy for children from less than

in Halten .

tdequale home environments.
11 could be their only chance to
break the cycle of child abuse
and neglect that has been
lirmly esiablished in numer-
ous Socinl Agency reports. 1 is
folly for the (ialton board
trustees |o expect the church
and community cenires 1o pick’
up the ball and expect any
significont improvements. Pa-
renting education al the adult
level is 100 Jate for (oo many as
responsibility ioward other hu-
man beings begins in child-
hood. Besides, il parenting
courses are left (o the churches
and communily cenlres you
wind up preaching to the con-
verted. Those who would most
benefit from 1his course rarely
belong to a church or commun-
ity cenire! However, ALL
children attend school. For
those children from  inade-
quate home situations, the ¥a-
renting Court would have im-

measurable positive impacl al
an early age: whereas, it is
often ton lote to help the
neglected child once they

reich early adulthood and the
insidipus pattern of child ne-
plect simply perpeiuaies ifsclf,

Hallun board of education’s
superiniendent of program,
Dr. RMobl. Dixon, stated in the
February 28th Herald that,
wgirade 7 and B students were

nnt as interested in parenting

at that stage as they would be
in a couple of years™. My own

persunal observations of child-
ren in that wge group do not
bear that out. Even so. dnes

‘interes!’ necessarily precaude
inclusion of any subject within
the school system? Do we
exempt children from mathe-
matics and language arls who
ire not interesied? Certainly

not - and the premise of

exposing children to funda-
mental parenting practises is
as  “hasie’ o aeed in our
socicly as mathematical com-

putation and English gram-
mar,

The Hallan -cgmmunily
shwuld be able wﬂ-pﬁ';? more
fram 1he clecied Trusices thon

tha ambiguilies expressed by
Halion Hills Trusiee Mys. Bel-
ty Fisher when she declares. ...
“lthere arce arcas in the pro-
posal which could conflict with

the home, and 1hese arcas ol
pitential eonflict  shauld be
ironed out before implemenia-
tian nf 1he proposal™. Whal

arcas of conflicl? Anyone who
has seriously read this propos-
al is aware thai the Parenting

Course made no reference 10
telling existing parents how o
‘marenl ', ner is it intended 1o
inflict parental values {be,
righ! and wreng) an children.
I is merely an altempt lo
puide children tour future par-

Credit Valley Artisans
correct misconception

.~ To the editor of The Herald:
It was brought to my attent-
lon that your edllion of Feb. 21
in a column entitled *About
the Hitls" noted that “the
Artisans raised $3000 for equip-
ment” and are asking for an
additional $200.

While this is essentially cor-
rect, it is misleading in that the
$3000 is nat the result of some
specinl fund-raising effort but

ociually represents ap npprox-

imate value uf the inventory of

. equipment and supplies acqul-

sred over a period of about 3
years. This is the result of hard
~ yolunteer work on the part of o
__ dedicated group of membcers
pul into such activities as Arl
. in the Park, Summeriest, and

Christmas sales, and the offer-.

ing of numerous crafl courses
twice a vear for which Lhis
equipment 15 provided. Addit-
ional gencrous support is prov-

_ tded by Halton Hills and Wint-

ario grants, This “outside sup-
port™ is greatly retied upon in
providing the services to the
communily which are the rea-
son for the existence of the
Credil Valley Artisans.

It should be noted lhat all
equipment  acquired by the
Artlisans is infoct, public prop-
erty in that it reverts to Halton
Hills Recreation Depariment
in the event that our group
ceases 1o provide instructional
courses and facilities for on.

poing pariicipation in the arts

and crafls.

We think that we are doing &
good job as demonsirated by
the fact that 1his season we are
operaling 12 courses, ou! of 16
offered with a participation of
nearly 100 persons,

This is an increase of aboul
100 per cenl over (he previous
winler and indicaies the grow-

th of our activities and the
growing public awarencss of
our work in providing this
type of recreational activity in
the communily through the
las! four years.

We are very forlunate in
having ‘our awn’ premises in
Cednrvale Park provided by
the Town to house our equip-
menl and in which to carry on
our year-round activilies.
Members who have seme com-
petency in any craft can have
access to The Cottage at any
nme 1o use the appropriote
equipment and we would like
especially 1o encourage 1his
aspect of our mandate. Appli-
¢ation {forms for memberships
and courses are gencraily
available in local craft shops
and provide further informat-
on on our organization,

A. Dewdney
CVA Trcasurer

Swimmers need CASA

to improve abilities

" " 7o the editor of The Herald: '

In the four years since build-

lug the indoer pool, the imp-
rovemnent In the caliber of
 swimmers has been fantastic,
This improvement has shown
especially In the High School
gwim team. The Rebels won
the Hallons, the Peel Haltons,
and had seventeen swimmers
qualily to swim at O.F.5.AA.
Jasi Saturday, where they
made the finals In three
. - events. Most of the high school
tcam reccived their early trai-
ning with the Georgetown
Swim Team.

The swimmers of George-

lown now have to dectde when
" 1o form a proper swim cfub
~ and when te become affiliated
with Canadian Amaleur Swim-
ming Association {C.A.5.A.) It
is onty through C.A.5.A, spon-
sored meets that our bettér
swimmiers can have the comp-
etition they need. In the next
few weeks those interested In
compelitive swimming will br
~ asked to vole on the establish-

ment of o swim club. If the
vole is in favour, the club could
be formed in time for 1he start
of the season in Seplember.
Two oreas of confilet exist
helween the G.5.T. and the
High School:

1. Any swimmer of the high
school team must hreak thelr
affitiation with the George-
lown tecam. This secms lo be
most unfair to the team which
did the initial training, and
unfair to the siudents to divide
Ltheir loyalty. .

2. 1n Halton Hills any swim-
mer who swims for a C.ASA.
club has to swim as a senjor In
High School competition, irre-
spective of their age. Halton is
the only jurisdiction in Ontario
with this regulation, Once ag-
ain, this would divide the
loyalty of the students if o
C.ASA. elub were formed.

Both these refleciions should
be eliminated before Septemb-
er. :

Swimmers not interested in
competitlive swimming should
realize that most of the pool

staff and awimmng lessons
instruciors are, or have been,
on the swim team. The higher
the calibre of the swim tcam
also raises the standard of
insiruction for beginners.

Continued progress cannot
be made without providing
better competilion for the
swim team, and this cannol be
done without becoming affilia-
ted with C.A.S5.A.

Those families invalved In
compelitive swimming musi
be prepared W attend swim
leam meetings and if the vole
is in favour of forming o
C.A.5.A alfiliated club, par-
ents will have to lake an active
part in lts organization.

Enough people musl! partici-
pate so that the work load does

nil [all on a few dedicaled.

people 1o maoke the club a
SUCCCSS,

if swimming In Geargetown
does not continue to make

progress, it will decline.
Norma P. (Ted) Elsen
Gecrgetown

cation F

enis) in the respunsibilities of
parenthood from a praclical
vidwpaint, i.e.. eare. nulrition,
handiing, etc. The benefits to
sociely of a program such as
this materialize in the fulure
gencration of children. In oth-
er words, “preventalive meth-
nds'"of curing ¢hildhoed social,
ills, Whal beller acknowledge-
ment af the Inlernational Year
ot the Child, As a trustee, the
“child"” should be vour firsl
priority, Mrs. Fisher and may
T suggest! thal you re-cvaluate
your undersianding of wha!
Mr. Balkind's Parenting
Course is all about?

As well, the Hallon board of
education should ideally be
preseniing a suppartive and
unified approach to the Par-
vnting proposal and make
cviry effor! 16 have the Pro-
vincial Ministry of Education
re-lhink its positien. As 11
s1ands, our only hope seems Lo
he with Halion Hills™ Wards 3
and $ Truslee, Barry Shepherd
who stated....“Mr. Balkind's
nripinal recommendalions are
heing diluted rather rapidly,
and I'm disappeinied aboul
that.™

So am I, Are. Shepherd.
Disuppoinied wilth the provin-
¢ial minisiry's stand, 1he Hal-
ton board’s inability to acl in
unity on.such an imporiant
issue, Dr. Dixon's reference to
‘interest’, and my own trustee,
Hetty Fisher, who. not only
appears to misundersinnd the
inien! of the course, bul is net
representing me adeguately in
this issue.

Yours iruly.
Pamela Sheldon,
Speyside, Hallon Hills.

Superior
employee
disagrees

To 1he edilor of The Herald:

In last weeks paper therc
was an Issue concerning a
unton meeting about Superior
Glove, Saturday, February 24.

The paragraph written con-
cerning an anti union member
stated when questioned about
bad back, ¢tc. is aboul me. It
is twisted and Incorrect. 1
would like to correct it. 1 did
not state at the meeting or
otherwise that [ was afraid of
hurting my back. I do nat have
any trouble with my back. As
for 70 pounds of cotton roll, 1
have proper equipment to help
me, a hoist, ele,

1 also have o [ull time helper
and can osk al anyltime for
help from ong of the men that

~ work there il need to have

assistance with anything. 1
have always been able to talk
with Frank (Mr. Geng) at
anytime for any reason. | am

certajniy not afrald of him and

never stated I was, at the
meeting. 4

As for wages, when 1 was
asked, I said it was none of
their business, when $4.00 was
mentioned by a lady 1 said,
0.K.-$4.00. But [ make mare
than $4.00 an hour for quite
gomelime and still think my
wages are nobody’s business
but my own.

As for a man's job, who says
s0. My job 1 have enjoyed for 3

. years with no problems to my

health or otherwise. 1 con do
my job successfully and 1 have
worked hard 1o achleve Lhis
goal and | have no fear of
losing my job.

Linda Bastell

Acton, Onlario
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COMPUTER COURSE

Computer Sclence and dale processing
classes al Acton High School have a chance to
sec how a computer really works this week,
Steve Watson, the manager of Burlington's
Radlo Shack has agreed to loan the $1100
computer to lhe school for a tripl period.

Garbage

will continue

Members of the town's -
cral vommitiee watched n
hriel slide presentation lamd
Wendesday 1hat was prepared
by the provincial minlsiry of
environment following the suc-
cess of Geergetown's Divide
and Conguer garbage scpara-
fion programme.

Slides depicting George-

town's downlown core, and
olher scenes are featured in
the minisiry presentatlen,
which is accompanied by a
tape narration that outlines the
value and operation of such a
progriamine.

Town engincer Bob Austin
informed the commitiee that
mare than hall of George-
lawn's homeowners partici-
pated in the pilet programme
tast summer, placing glass

~ComiNG sooNT ¥
A BASKIN-ROBBINS

According to Rick Hoychuk, data processing
and computer sclence instructor, the high
school Is considering purchasing a 35300 unit
from Radio Shack. The computer could be
used for storing class records as well o
instrucilng students In computer courses.

program

Students take
part at
Mountsberg

There wos an increase of
about 4,500 students participat-
ing in the Mounlaberg Educat-
len programs in the 1977-T8
school year over the previous
year, Holton Hills trusiee Bar-
ry Shepherd reported to the
Halton board of educalion
Thursday.

Mr. Shepherd is Lhe board's
representative on the Joint
Conservation Commiltee and
in that capacity, heard present
ntions on the recreational and
educationel facilities provided
for Hallon students Bt the
educatlonal faciiities al
Meountsherg and Crawlord
Lake. _

ECOLOGY STUDY

Mr. Shepherd commended
ihe conservalion authority for
its efforts on the student educ-
ation programs, which include
studies of ecology, wildlife and
plant growth year-round, in
addition 10 more specialized
atiractions such as the maple
syrup harvest and other seas-
onal activities.

"] expressed a personal hope
that our studenis will continue
1o lake part in the variety of
activities and programs avail-
able at these areas,” Mr,
Shepherd told the board in his
report.

specializes in those

HIGH QUALITY

and metzl aricles in separale

arbage conlainers and bund;-
ing newspapers for separate
collection,

The Divide and Conquer pra-
gramme cosl the province
$19.000 during ils initiul nine-
month trial peried, Mr, Austin
said, and saw some 310 1ons of
glass, metal and newspapers
callected during specilic
rounds. Response from (he
public has been almest unani-
mously positive, he added.

A commitice recummenda-
tion approved by council Mon-
day night aulherizes the pro-
gramme tocontinue in Grorge-
lown unlil Deg, 31, Costs of the
programme, 1o be horne by the

$52,000,

| %ice prices foo!

Mountainview & 7
province, are not lo exceed Gnurgatown, Ont.

educational toys &
children’s books you are

- looking for!

® Professional advice
@ Excellent selection

/

Chonille’ and ~ Torry

Sporf.ﬁweur

annfﬂwn ( enrgefnwn \
877-5335 !

LT T

ICE CREAM STORE IN GEORGETOWN.
It could be yours!

AEwmTTEE

7 HALTON HILLS CREDIT UNION

. i; VIGUEENSTREET ACTON
L HALTON HILLS
ONTARIO

PHONE 519-853-0911
New Rates Effective March 1, 1979

LIFE INSUREDDREPOSITSTO $2.000.00
- CALCULATED ON MINIMUM DAILY
PMH 24 BALANCE AND PAID SEMI. ANNUALLY
' YEAR TERM
?SYEAR TERMS

REGISTEREDRETIREMENT SAVINGS #Lnu
REGISTEREDHOME OWNERSHIP 5AVINGS PLAN

PERSONAL CHEQUING ACCOUNTS )
{No Charge Cheguing No Limhiton Cheques}

ONLY ONE LOCATION IN ACTON
273 Queen Street East 853-0911

E
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Baskin-Robbins Regionat Office,
6205 Airport Road.
Malton. Ontiriv. (L4V-1E1)

BASKIN-ROBEINS
ICE CREAM STORES

© Havkin - Hobblns 1979

“Baskin-Rohbins makes the best
ice eream in the whole world.”™

We rcally believe this. And you
could own one of the wonderfu!
stores that sclls this gre:t ice eream.

If you'd like to make a very good
iving making people happy . ..

Write the franchise manager. Opening evervwicere.

We make people happy.




