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By PAUL DORSEY
Heraid staff writer
. Hillsburgh resident John El-
lis isn't ln town much these
days. The lormer member of
the somewhat infamous Orton
Yamhoos and opce a driving
force behind the Hillsburgh
Bluegrass Jamboree iz p {jving
oul of a recording studio in
Oakville thal has already pro-
duced his first solo effort, a
single release entitied You Are
that is being aired on some 50
radlo stations across Canada,
Heard locally on Oakville's
CHWO, Mlssissauga's CIMR
and Guelph's CJOY, You Are
18 one of a growing reperteire
of funcs written, performed
and produced by John and his
current associates, Peter Art.
hur and Jim Mancel, thet are
atbracting international Inter-
esl,

BUSINESS ASPECTS

A discuasion with John and
Peter about the husineas asp-
ects of their songwriting
prompts some sincere name-
dropping thal staris to sound
like a Who's Who of Canadian
pop music, wilh occasional

{orays to New York and Los .

Angeles.

Oakville's Sound -Path Re-
cords studio off Trafalgar
Hoad is a long way from the
makeshifl tape-dec E ystem In
John's Hillsburgh hum{e or
which the original acoustic
jam seasions staged by his
friends Wayne Tucker of Orton
and Nino Marting, formerly of
Georgetown, were recorded.

John, Nina and Wayne were
nevertheless Impressed
encugh by the final mix of the
music they created in John's
basement that they formed the
Orton Yahoos, playved together
in bars and halls {from Acton te
Wawa, became homelown (av-
orites ai the annual Hlllsburgh
Biuegrass Jamboree and ulli-
mately recorded an album on
their own Howdy Records
label entitied The Great Cana-
dian Tragedy.

By the time John started
hawking the album from re-
cord stores to radio station to
record . store, however, the
Yahoos had gone thelr separ-
ate ways. Wayne is presently
something of a restaurateur in
Forida, while Nino was lasl

‘Yahoo’ seeks solo career,
latest song receives natlonal airplay

John Ellis tright) formerly of the
Hillsburgh-based bluegrass group The Orton
Yahoos pauses during the Oakville recording
sessions lor his forthecoming album with his
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Peter Arthur. The (Lwo muslcians are
sttracting widespread [nterest for thelr
ialents from such notable stars as Anne
Murray,

produciion azsociale and songwriting partner

reported playing in a local
band in New York atate.

Meanwhlle back at Lhe
ranch, John was saved from
possible discourngement by
the interest being shown in his
line voice. He now considers
The Great Canndlan Tragedy &
"marker” - an achievement he
hopes will become Lhe founda-
tion to a musical career that is
indeed showing every algn of
taking off.

. SDUND PATH

John's alliance with Peter
Arihur, a veteran musician in
his own right, began at Sound
Path when the Yahoos showed
up there to record their album.
He and Peter, who is n
principle in the company and
engineer on lhe records and
tapes produced there, started
waorking an songs of their own
and the results surprised and
delighted everyone, teeluding
themselves.

You Are, written by Peter
and John Mancel, and its flip
side, Don't It Just
Make . You Cry, wrilten by
John and Peler, are blatuntly
melody and Instrumentation,
The effect is gnite deliberate, o
likely result of John's impalie-

Wanna--

nce with Irying to find a
market for the less commerci-
alized music he perrformed
with the Yahoos.,

But while John maintains an
overt fondness for bluegrass
music, he is not at all inslnecere
in his admiration for the kinds
of music being produced by,
such establshed stors ns Anne
, Murray and, recently, by Gord
Lightfool.

Providing the music to back
up.John's voenl on the flip side,
in fact, are Toronlo seasion
players Tom Seczesniak, Brian
Leonard and Brian Russell,
who are best known for their
ongoing werk with both Mur-
ray and Light{oot,

Anne Murray is among the
eslablished artists interested
in performing and recording
some of the songs writlen by
the new Ellis-Arthur team.
One of their funes, Two Feet
Off The Ground, will be turn-
ing up on the new album by
Myles Cohen, fermerly of the
successiul folk-rock duo Myles
and Lenny,

QUITE CAUTIONS

John and Peler are quite
cautious, however, about rel-
casing publishing rights to

{Herald photo)

thelr music. Aware of their
commitment. to Sound Path
Records and guarded about
their integrity os songwriters,
they wish instead to release
their own music on John's own
album, tentatively slated for
summer pressing. After that,
they are confident, offers can
be considered in their true
perspective.

Are You is cutling a swath
for John {hrough the Canadian
mainstream pop alrwaves, he
i3 increasingly more willing to
wanhder beyond the strict
houndaries of MOR, or ‘‘easy
listening music." with his sub-
sequent single releases. Al-
ready being finalized for re-
lease this spring are lwa more
tunes, Captein Couageous and
Moonshine Mountain, both aof
which are more country-rock
oriented and promise (o extend
John's following as a recarding
artist to younger listeners.

Captain Courageous is high-
ly reminiscent of recent music
by American folk-rocker Jim-
my Buffet{, and in fact bor-
rows from that singer's love
{for the leisure of sailing, the
Caribean Sea oand Jamican
rum to evoke a mosl relaxing

mood for [istepers in any
climate or situation.

The same s largely true of
Moonshine Mountain, named
afler a location that is some-
Lthing of a local landmark in the

Hillsburgh area, according lo

John., Both tunes have an
indisputably relaxing effect
that is perhaps partially (he
result of the atmosphere {iself
at Sound Path Records.

TWO YEARS

Two years after its establish-
ment, Sound Path is coming
into its own, Canadian record-
ing artists from every branch
of the music induslry are being
referred by collengues and
contacis to Sound Palh in
particular apnd Lhe smaller
studios outside Toronto in gen-
eral. Cherisse Lawrence, star
of the CTV series Circus,
recorded her recen! album
there, while on another occas-
lon, rock singer Ray Materick

" dropped by with a contingent

of industry publicista to record
a live promotional tape.

Stowly but surely the word is
spreading, both about the at-
tractions of Sound Path, wilh
its consciously tranquil sur-
roundings, and about John
Ellis and Peter Arthur. With a
thoroughly convincing single
release underlining their right
to ¢nter the often exalted world
of the more established sing-
ers and songwriters, the new
Lennon and McCarlney of
Canadian music are at work
planning their assault on a
market that is all too rarely
receplive to new talent.

As the tunes are wrilten,
they are recorded as demo
tapes, then reworked to be.-
come single releases and distr-
ibuted among the less resirict-

. ive radio stations, There, their

appreance on regular playlisis
‘ond in such trade publications
as RPh! magazine catches the
eye of not only the blgger radio
stations but the promoters wheo
hold the keys to success.

Most of the steps are covere-
d. With an album on the way,
John Ellis and Peler Arthur
are simply waiting in the
wings [or their spotlight to
shine,

Husband belonged to air force
Captain Smith travelled Canada

Contlnued from Page nine

competent’- male officers,
Lieut, Peter Puchyr, Lieut,
Carl Groskorth, Officer Cadet
Bill Phipps and Officer Cadel
Don Cousens and civilian inst.
ructors Harry Clarke and Don
Lancaster. Tem Massena
teaches first ald and Colin
Vernon s range safety officer
while Les Matlabon ond Peter
Snoj wark with the band.

“It's like having my own
haren,"" she chuckles, “I've
neverrun Inlo any problems in
the line of command. ['ve
step on a few tocs, bul
that’s 1o be expected and If il's
done properly there are no
grudges”.

Capt. Smith has no military
background. She grew up in
London, Ontario and jokes
aboul how she made $40¢ a
week 85 a model a! the nge of
18,

“That's more than my dad

was making and ye! 1 griped
about paying $5 a week
board,” she says. “‘l1 never
seemed 10 have il. 1 always
spendt it on clothes™.

“It was a very glamorous
life style,”" she adds, *‘and
rather phoney.”

She modelled for an agency
in London and says {he models
were all prolected.

“We'd go and do the blg aulo
ghows in Detroil, Then when
the shows were over ond part-
jes began we just packed u
and left. We were poid for a jo
and when it was over we wen|
home."

DID TELEVISION
She also did 1elevision com-
mercials and modelled in {ash-
jon shows lhree aflérnoons a
week for Simpsons.,
She wis 21 when she married

Gerry Smith, an R.C.AF, pilol
sialtoned af Winnlpeg. Their
¢ldesi son, Randy, was born
there,

The nex! posting was 10
Summerside, P.E.1. and Mrs.
Smith wen! back (o modelling,
She used 1o do the back page of
the local nROWSpaper cvery
week for Halman's, the equiv-
alent of Eaton's only on a local
scale, and also did some com-
mercials for CNR. When they
wanled 1o fly her 10 Halifax lo
do more commercials her hus-
band pu! his foot down and
reminded her she hod a young '
son who needed her at home
m.ore than she would be if she
went 10 Halifax.

“We used to go oul to the
heach ai Cavendish and I'd be
exhausted by the time we gol
hack,” she says. "We'd stati

Recent CVCA meeting

welcomes new members

“We think the Crediy River is
the mos! beautiful in soulthern
{Inlario and we work very hard
lakeep 11 that way,"" chairman
A. Granl Clarksun said in
welcaming the members and
guests to the inaugural meet-
ing of the Credil Valley Conse.
rvation Authority. Mr. Clark-
son has been reappainted as
chairman for 1979.

Five new members were
appeinted 1o the autharity by
lhe member municipalities in
the walershed. These include
Pele Pomeroy of Hallon Hills,
Regional Municipality of Hal-
ton and Clark Gilassford of
Caleden, and Ken Dear, Sieve
Mahoney and Peter Novar of
Mississauga, Regional Munic-
ipality of Peel, .

ANEWEXECUTIVE

Howard Siewart, Bramplion
was re-glecied Vice-chairman
of the authorily. Henry Wheel-
er, Erin Township was re-elee-
ted chairman of the Historieal
Records Advisory Board; Eve-
Iyn O'Sullivan, Village of Erin
ig the Vice<hairman. Gail
Maltby, Acton was clected
Chairman of Parks and Re-
ereplion Advisory Board,
Clark Glassiord, Caledon isthe
vicechairman, Bobert Harri-
son, Mississnuga was re-¢lecl-
ed Chairman of the Informal-
lan and' Educntion Advisory
Board: James Dods, Oranpge-
ville is the vicechairman. Ha-
rold Darraugh, Orangeville

" was reelected Chairman of

the Reforestation, Land Use
and Wildlife Advisory Board,
Charles Bryan, Amaranth
Township is ihe vicechair-

man. Ken Whillans, Brampion
wias re-clected chairman of the
Wiater Management advisory
board; Hoarold Kennedy, Miss-
Issauga 15 the vice-chairman,

The authority chairman and
vice chairman plus the five
advisory board chairmen wil}
consliluie the execulive coms-
mittee for 1979, In the absence
of their respective ¢hairmen,
eich vice-chairman has ful)
valing rights on the execulive
committee.

Other members appointed to
Advisory Boards are: Histori-
cal llecnrds Advisory Beard -

Wetlands
purchase

The Credil Valley Conservat- -

int Aulhority recenlly finaliz-
el the ncquisition of 115671
acres of land on the Credil
Hiver north of Highwuy 24 for
$152 441 .40,

This land, known as the
CAHO property on the unopen-
ed road allowance on the Sec-
ond Line Wes! in Caledon, was
purchased with Ihe bssistance
of the Hichard Ivey Founda-
tinn through the Nature Cons-
ervancy of Canada. This group
comiributed $47,700,00 toward
the purchase price.

The arca contains marsh
and forested uplands along 1he
river, These headwater re-
charge arcas and forcsts assisl
in keeping water quality high
and erosion fo a minimum in
the upper reaches «of 7 - Credil
Hiver.

Laurie Mannell, Oakville and
[ty Mebtillun, Hnnnmry Life
Member. Information and
Educalion Advisory Board -
Steve Maheney and Peter No-
var, Mississauga. Parks and
Recreation Advisory Board -
Murray Bryan, East Garalfra-
xi Towaship, and Hoy Mc-
Millan. Helorestation. Land
Use and Wildlife Advisory
Buard - {inber) Shirley, Mano
Township and Les Duby, Hal-
lon Hills, Water Management
Ailvisory Buoard - Pele Pomer-
oy, Hithan Hills and Ken Dear,
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at nine o.m. and tramp
through the water and all
day. I'd be sunburned and
blistered and worn out by the
lime we gol back al six after
I'd had 1o change into about 15
outfits,

“It was 1ough bul geod,” she
says. "1 was real discipllne
and you didn't compleln bec-
ausc you had been selected
from a lot of people to do this
pariicular job so you just
hustled your little fanny out
there and did i1."

1.EFT FORCE

Her husband left the alr
force while he was at Camp
Gieenwood. Nova Scolia, and
they maved 10 Toronto where
he become an Air Canada
pilot. Capt, Smith began mod-
clling for an agency in Toronto
bul left it because she was less
than impressett with the way
the jobs were run,

Their second son, Cal, arriv-
ed while they were in Toronlo,
and Angeta was born alter the
family moved 1o Georgelown.

Capl. Smith was a director
on lhe Georgetown YM-YWCA
when il was just beginnlng and
remembers running a slim and’
charm course with Mary Simp-

‘son in order Lo Taise funds for

the Y. She also sel up and
operated the Y's ski club for
seven or eight years back
when no one in Georgetown
was skiing. They tought the
kids on the Norlh Halten Golf
and Country Club at first, then
moved to the hilis behind the

high school,
II"L.slpﬂ Smith stitl models for

charitible organizations
aground town and says she'll
keepat 1 v uan nubody wants

. me any more.’
She also sees hersell remain-

HALTON HILLS
COMMUNITY LEGAL CLINIC

ing with air cadels even atter
her term as commanding offl-
cer is ended.

THREE TERMS

Commanding officer's have
ihree ﬁeur. lerms by (radit-
jonr, she says, but there is
nothing to say she must leave
Ihe squadren. She could be-
come & supply officer or some-
ihing, or cven transfer lo
another branch of the service,

When asked how she found
being it the mililary compe "ed
with modelling she just laug -~

“Well, they certainly toon
Ihe mince ow! of my walk by
the lime I learned to march.
When you ge! bools on ard gel
ol thre in o parade square
you're going ‘o march and
there's no time for a model’s
step™.

Capl. Smith's husband has
heen *'very supporlive’ of all
her cadel work.

“He never complains aboul
the hours I spen! on lheir
prajecls, In facel, odd times
when something happened and
1 can’t be there for a sporis
program 1 had promised them

" he'll goin my place. He always

comes hume saying they're a
super bunch of kids,™

“Several people have sug-
gested thot Gerry might enjoy
coming over as one ol our
civilian instructors and we
have talked about it, but we
don't think it's gnod for a
marriage to have both part-
ners 50 deeply tied up in an
activily. I've seen it happen
and they just talk, eat, think
cadets. We wouldn't want
that ™

Mrs. Smith is a sporis mind-
ed woman and loves skiing,
rerinis. sailing as well as trav-
el hng and gntng COramics.

* WORKMEN’S
COMPENSATION

+ UNEMPLOYMENT
INSURANCE

¥ HOLIDAY PAY
¥ WAGE CLAIMS
x PENSION

MAYBE WE CAN HELP -
- LET’S DISCUSS IT !

3 77-5256 & 853 -2400
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2 Pc. CONTEMPORARY
SUITE

Compare at 509"

1 Pr. LOVE SEAT

In chocolate brown Nylon
Coll springs loose cushion back

SAVE 25%
Only

Save 282"

_ ST96™
2 Pc. TUb SWIe Pewter Cover

Very comfortuble
Compare at *449%

outstanding

Nite tables
optional at

BEDROOM SUITE &, "
BUYS 3 Pec. only $512°°

3 Only - - Admiral Sets

Refrigerator and range (Almond) bought together
ADMIRAL

AUTOMATIC DEFROST REFRIGERATOR

13 Cu. F. - Butter \onditioner - Slide-out Shelves
Meat Tenderizer

ADMIRAL 30" RANGE

Easy clean oven, deluxe glass backguard, fluorescent console
light, plug-in elements, clock-controBed oven, 2 lurgu heavy
 duty elements

Bought as set 579900

Can -be bought separately

Compare at *429°  Save *167%
Shight imperfections.

2 Pc. NYlon Great for Rec room or Cottage
CHESTERFIELDS o $962°°

Always a Better Deal at

EFrRouor’s

Furniture Warshouse Ltd.

334 Guelph St. Georgetown

877-2828

2, ONLY

Compare ot 107c "
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