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Home Newspaper of Halton Hills

By LORITAYLOR
Herald stalf writer

At least of any difficul-
ties Halton Hills has In attract-
ing industry can be attributed
to the poor marketabillty of the
available {ndustrial land, in
the area, Bill Marshali, region-
aldirector of business develop-
ment, sald.

Mr. Marghall said there is
limited availability of serviced
Industrial land, and what there
is, frequently Is not well-cared
for and kept up, Owners are
not easlly available to meet
with prospective buvers. and
iha land [s y “not as
marketable as it should be".

Mr. Marshall told regional

Need more land

council recently that Halton
Region will need 36,000 new
jobs n 1988, which is a 47 prr
cenl increase over the present
76,000 joba now in Halton. This
increase would not anly make
it easler for Halton residents fo
live and work in the commun-
ity, but would ease the butden
on Lthe resldential laxpayer, he
satd.

In talking to The Herald
about how the region and the
town of Halton Hllls go about
attracting industry and en-
couraging expansion of indus-
iry already located here, Mr.
Marshall sald there is Indus-
trial land avapilable in both
Acton and Georgetown, some

- - HALTONS PEOPLE —
Part-time model
full-time cadet

By MAGGIE HANNAH
Herald staff writer
The popular image of a
model a5 a skinny female wilh
& sultry look draped ln some
sexy creallon often draws pro-
test from [eminists who soy
models pander to chauviniats,

Nothing could be [f(arther
from the truth about George-
town's Ann Smith, who is both
a professionol model and the
only female commanding of-
flcer in the 46 squadron air
division of Central Region ca-
dels.

“I belleve you only get back
out of Hie what you put into it,"’
Capt. Smith says, “and slnce
you only make the scene once
you might as well do it first
class.

Caoplain Smilth has been with

756 Squadron, Royal Canadian
Alr Codets, in Georgetown for
the past Mlive years., At thal
point [emalés were being od-
mitted to cadels for the very
first time and the squadron
required female officers lo
supervise the female cadets.
Since her daughter Angeln was

‘joining Capt. Smith, naturally,

was Intereated In seeing that

Lthe female.officers were avail- .

able to give the female cadets
their chance.

NOTACCEPTED

“The {females weren'l accep-
ted by -the males at all that
first yvear,” she recalls. *'I felt
almest like a babysitter. I had
nb job assigned Lo me and the
muale officers didn't know what
o do with me any more than
the male cadets knew what to
do with the female cadels. |
was just there watching the
females walch the males
walch the females.”™

Things changed- greatly by
the second year, however, and
bath she and her female cadets
were aceepted,

“The males had to _really
work hard Lo keep up with the
female cadets that year,” she
smiles. T had 25 girls In the
second year and they dreased
well and really locked smarl,
They were doing a really good
jﬂb--lt :

Capl. Smith has great pralse
for the equallly ol oppottunily
afforded male and female cad-
els. The equality is not just lip
service [rom a few propagan-
da-minded males, she assures
{he reporter, *‘there i3 absojut-
ely equal epportunity for fem-
alea and males" both for cour-
ses and advancement.

Air cadets began in Gearge-
towt in 1568 under the sponsor-
ghip of the Royal Canadian
Legion Branch 120 although
aomy cadets began much earl-
fer than that at Georgetown
and District High School, Capt.
Smith underatands.

HIGH CALIBRE

Alr cadets seems to gliract a
very high calibre of student,
Capt. Smith says “‘mainly be-
cause we're dealing with very
technical stuff.”" Six of the
cadets have gone on to attend
nudltary college, she adds, und
many cadets have entered th
grmed forces after leaving
cadets,

**They make a point of com-
ing back 1o see us and finding
out what the squadron is doing
when they get homa on leave,”
she says. "Ii's that sort of
thing Lthat makes you feel good
about the kids you work with
and the programs you offer
them."

Alr cadets must be between
the ages of 13 and 19, have a
medical form giving their me-
dical history filled in by Lheir
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mudnﬁ to let them
parncpate in the vasious actl-
vities undertaken by the

engines, theory of ftight, citi-
zenahip, leadership, drlil,
range, hobby courses, sports,
and band,

These courses are taught by

the ﬂmdrnn rsonnel or by
qualified civilian instructors
and students write lesis on
their coursea after a speciflc
portion has been covered. Ca-
dets must pass Department of
Tranaport examinations to get
thejr Glider and Power cours-
Cs.

Cadcls is one of the very few
youlh-oriented organizaticns
lo which youngsters can be-
long which never costs their
parents anylhlng.

The Department of Natlonal
Defense pays for cadets’ uni-
forms and also provides (rans-
portation and accommodation
when the cadeis go on a tour
while the sponsoring commit-
tee meels other expenses for
the squadron like the price of
the rent far thelr meeting room
at Cedarvale,

“They gel gquite a'lot in
return for having to have
a military style hair cut, kecp
their shoes polished and theijr
uniforms pressed,” Capt,
Smith says.

: LONG HAIR

For gltls with tong hair it is
permissible that they braid it
or weor it pinned up, she says,
"“just so long as it’s clear of
Lhelr collars™. :

Capl. Smith says they could

Ih&n:ﬂ& 115 cadets bul at pres-

ent they have only 43. She
would also Itke Lo see parents
more Involved with what the
cadets are doing.

**1 tell the klds their parents
are welcome to come in and
walch the fipal parade on
Monday nights so they'll have
some idea of what's going on,”
she soys, '"but none of them
come in.”

Capt. Smith's tralning began
with it two week Basic Tndoctr-
ination Course at Ipperwash in
1975. The following year she

took a lieutenant’s qualificat- .
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Ann Smith of Maple ﬂvcn;t s the only

e

of It alrcady zoned industrial,
and some which could be
ﬁ-:uned fairly quickly if need
“Up until recently, Halton
Hills hasn't been enjoylng as
much Industrial-<commerclal
development as the other a-
reas of the region,'” Mr, Mar-
shall said. "It works out lo
pbout 50 per cent of the
development in Oakville and
Burlington on a per capita
bosis." .
SERVICING PROBLEM
Mr. Marshall attributed this
to both a lack of marketability
of the available land and a
problem over the availability
of servicing, particularly with

jon course, again at Ipperwash
ond went on to take her capt-
aln's qualificatien course at
Staff College, Avenue Road,
Torante In 1977.

Capl. Smith admils that she
may even have had o slight
advantage aver her male coun-
terparts when it came to cour-
ses because as o housewile
with grown children she was
[ree to take off on a two week
course whenever it was avall-

~ able,

"It musl be difficult for a
(eilow who only has a two week
vocation lo spend i ona course
rather than with his family.
That’s why they have weekend
courses,” she says. .

Last summer Capt. Smith
was chosen niong with Capt.
Len Giacommelli, from the
regular forees stolioned al
North Bay, as the Canadian
Internntlonal Exchange Oific-
er {o escort 10 senlor cadets on
a month long tour which began
in Otlawa, then went on (o
Washington, D.C., San Diege,
Los Angeles, and San Fransico
California, Orlando, Florida
and back to Ottawa.

“They were just g super
bunch of kids,"” she saya.
‘““There were [ive girls and five
boys, all 18 years old, one from
each province. We ran (nlo
some problems, of course, like
when we got someplace and
there was no transporiation so
we hired a car. 1 hated (o [eave
them when we go! back. They
were all strangers but they
ust filted together like a fam-
ily and we were all in fears
when it was tlme to go home, 1
get letters from about seven of
them a month.”

“That's what's good oboul
cade!s”, she adds, “You mect
such nice people and they all
have the some inlerests
cadets.”

SPEAKS HIGHLY

Capt. Smith speaks highly of
her {our *'very qualifled and

Continued on Page 11

waler and sewers, Servicing
allocalion has always been
looked on as & local considera-
tien, he said, but this is being
looked at by the reglon.
““The decision to make is,
with o limited amount of
servicing available, do you
want lo use it lo suppert
present industry, or to aftract
new industry?¥ Mr. Marshall
asked, Servicing is the most
serious problem ot (he mo-
ment, and the declsion has o
be made, as to which indus-
tries the town and the region
arelooking for. The cheice will
have to be Industries which
won't require processing with
large amoun!s of water and
sewage, he gaid. :

Mr. Marshall sald he and
Chiel Administrative OQfficer
Emic Reid are working to-
ward o goal this year of an
economic strategy for the re-
gion, logking at the needa of
and opportunitles in each of
the arca municipalities, He
has compiled a brochure to be
melled out to major companies
showing each of the four
different municipalities and
what ench has to offer to
industry.

Mr. Marshall said there [s
land available in the Acton
jndusiria] park, and in the
Georgetown industrial park
there .is land owned by com-
panies already located there,
bought prior to construction,
which is Jying vacant and
would be suitable as the site
for a small industry. These
companies bought more than
they needed at the lme of
construction, and some of this
land could be freed up for
further development, he said.

The reglon is responsible for
promoting the region itself,
and for the area municipali-
ties, and Mr. Marshall said his
oifice will be conducting a
special advertising campaign
in the Globe and Mail newspa-

r. Mr. Marshall sald he will

following up on a number of
contacts in the American Mid-
west in April, as well.

Another important compo-
nent in bringing in ibdustrial
and commercial development
are the realtors, Mr. Marshall
said. The region and the lown
rely heavily on the industrlal
and commercial realtors, and
provide as much assistance as
possible to them in geiting a
deal through for a plece of
property in the region. Mr.
Marshall satd he will be bring-

ing a group of realtors Into -

Halton Hllls to show them
propertles and discuss the
advantages of the town with
them, in the future, ;
MAYOR CORRECT

Mr., Marshall sald the may-
or's suggestion that Hallen
Hills iz well situated as far a8
locating industry here [s con-
cerned, because it has High-
way 401 just south of its
boundary, is correct, bul just
because the Queen Elizabeth
way and Highway 401 transpo-
rtatlon corrider and the rall-
way system, makes the area a
logleal location for indusiries
“doesn’'t mean we'll get
them''.

el B 4

sports enthusiast and also s professional
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Local politicians try to lure industr
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These industries have already decided to locate in Halton
Hills, Local politicians hope they can convince more to do the

Hsalton Hills' mayor Peter
Pomeroy said he is aware of
the problem of the marketabi-
lity of industrial land in Halton
Hills, and sald Mr. Marshall is
correct in his comments that
ihe appearance of the property

‘Is a big factor in clinching a

gale.

Mayor Pomeroy said that
council mlght consider in the
future the possibility of setting
aslde some money in the
budget for maintenance of
these properties, as a part of
the budgel allocated to indus-
trlal development, The mayor
{s working now toward the
establishment of an industrial
advisory committee which
would operate through the
mayor's office and council to
»gell" industries on the iden of
localing in Halton Hills.

The commiltee would be
made up, for the most part, of
“interested members of local
indusiry”, the mayor sald, and
he added that he would prefer
to keep politics out of It all
together, In order to more
effectively maintain the confi-
dentiality of the negotiations,

There hnve been industrial
ndvisory boards in Halton Hills
in the past, Mayer Pomerny
snld, but they haven't been
effective, ""and I"'m not knock-

jng Lhe 'members of these

boards, or the work they did”,
but those boards hdd no direc-
tion from council, he said.

The members of the new
hoard will present their ideas
to council when they are
selected, and there will be
discussion with council, to
provide the board with some
iden of the areas council is
concerned with, Mayor Pome-
roy said,

Mayor Pomeroy said thal
while the industral-commmer-
cial aszsessment ratio in Hallon
Hills is relatively low at 77 per
cent residential to 23 per cent
industrial and commerical as-
sessmenl, this {8 notl eritical,

. because industrial assessment

is now spread across the
region, and Hallon Hills bene-
fits from assessment in Oak-
ville and Burlington. Maintain-
ing the ratio In Halten Hills
isn't as crilical as it was, he
said.

COMMUNITY SPIRIT

“1t is important, though,
from the point of view of

ople living and working in
the municlpality,’” Mayor
Pomeroy said. "It builds up a
sironger community spirit.”

“Council will have lo put
some mopey into it (selling up
an industrial advisory
board),” he sald, “but we'll
have to do that if we want jobs
in Halton Hills and I want (o
sce our people working here.”

The mayor said he expects
the town will be looking [or
small, relatively dry Indus-
trles, until the question of the
availability of servicing is
ironed out, at least, The indus-
trics, which he visunlizes as
having three to ten employees,
could be built on smaller
pieces of land, “and you
usually glean more tax assess-
ment from small industries
than the larger ones, and
cifectively employ more peo-
ple," he said.

Moyor Pomeroy also said
he'd like to encowrage mare

usually take into considera-
tien. Halton Hills would be an
excellent locatien for olfices
the mayer said.

One of the assets Halton
Hills has is that expansion is
spreading west from Melro
Teronlo, and Halton Hills lies

right in its path, he sald. The
town is In the logical ploce to
take advantage of the growth
which 13 continuing west in
spite of the province's efforls
to direet it to the east, toward
the eastern townshlps.

Mayor Pomeroy said the .

town made some *“‘horrible’
mistokes when it was neogilal-
ing with Scott Papers, "but
we've learmmed from out mis-
tonkes,” he sald.

The loss of the addition to
Neilson's was ancther major
biow to the tdwn, the mayor
said, and he blames the Focal
Properties controverasy al
least partly for the declslon by
Nellson's nol to locate here,

There was a .critical time
when the avallability of secvic-
ing and the cost of developlng
the property wos o maojor

.concern of the negotiations,

the maoyor said, and if the lown
had been able to answer those
questions, at that peint “we
might, and I gay might, have
been able to get them.”

“Tarento did a better selling
job then we did,” Mayor
Pomeroy sald. “‘But there was
no question of our ability te
supply all the demands of the
additlonal employces.'

FOCAL ISSUE

I honestly beileve that the
I“ocal Properties issue is one of

the reasons we lost Neilson's,
he said. -

As far as the successes the
town has had in attracling
industry are concerned, “I'm
proud of every industry here,
and [ hepe we have enough

scnse to make it easy for
themn," Mayor Pomeroy said.

Town planner Marlo Venditti
agrees that the present indus-
tria)-commercinl assessment
ralio is “not out of whack, but
if it keeps going, that's when
it's going to be out of whack".
Mr. Venditti said that ratio of
70 per cent resldential assess.
ment to 30 per cent industrial-
commercial assessment would
be doing *'very, very well',

Right now, because the di-
rection of growth i3 frem
Metro Toronto, westward, Hal-
lon Hills is competing with
Brampton for industry, Mr.
Venditti said. But Halton Hills
has a number of assets which
he sald make it an excellent
choice for business and indus-
try.. ‘

Halton Hills isn't & labor-or-
jented municipality, and is
therefore not plagued with
work stoppages or strikes to
any real degres, Mr. Venaitli
gald. The lown is a nice
residential area, with excel-
lent housing, and has Lhe
combined ndvantages of rural
and urban locals, he said.

Industrial land costs ore
competitive, and Halten Hills
has "every type of facillty" to
service industry, Mr. Venditti
said, but the town is hampered
by Its distance from Melro.
The further from Metro a
municipality is located, the
more difficelt it is to lure
business, he sald. '

Mr. Venditti said the provin-
cial and federal governments
have divided the province up
into a series of economic
reglons to decide where they
shaould hand out grants and
provide tax incentlves to in-
dustries, something the region
and Lhe town are prohibited

from doing under the leglsla-

tion which created regional
governmenl, .
The town has 1 dde repres-

{Herald photos by Sue Lehn)

sentations to the province for
some of these grants, recogni-
sing that "“we're not the most
economically deprived”, but
there hps to be something

between the richest and the
poorest, Mr. Venditti said.

PLANNING INVENTORY

As town planner, Mr. Vendit-
ti said, his responsibility is to
meel representatives from bu-
giness and industry, show
them the available property in
Hajton Hills, and describe the
Lype of housing available, the
laggr situation, avallable ser-
vices and answer any other
questions they may have about
Hallon Hills.

The planning department
mointaing -an inveniory
existing industrial land, its
locatlon, the names of the
owners and whether they
would prefer to sell, reat or
Jense the property. The plan-
ning department and the plan-
ner are registered with agen-
cles aeross North America,
and In the June special edition
of the Financial Times, which
is sent to each major husiness
around the world, there willbe
a plece written by hr. Vendit-
ti, describing Halton Hills.

The town is trying to com-
pote for mid-sized industry
which would employ 100 to 200
people, in a modern new plant
tha! doesn't need 3 million
gallons of water a day, Mr.
Venditti said. The town would
prefer smaller industries,
which will stay here indefinite-
ly, rather than larger indus-
tries which might pull out after
twenty years, he said.

During the Ontario Munlci-
pal Board hearing into Lhe
Focal Properties, subdivislon
proposal, the town drew up its
llst of priorities os far as
sewage capacity is concerned.
Industrial development was
first on the list, Mr. Venditu

ﬁaid.

BEAN GUESSING

Kevin Galloway of Acton thinks the

the hearis. Joyce Mcisaac came (he closest (o

ber of heartn. Her

correcily guessing the pum
gucts w:;: §00, The total number ia the lar

wan §68, {Herald phets)
o ' - 1

companles te consider locating
offices here, and that this is a
kind of Industry people don't

welght of (he jar is Imporiant ln deiermining
how many hearts are in the far, while
MMizhael Bowers also of Acton tries to count

group. All cadets follow a
prescribed course which in-
cludes metogology, navigation,

female commanding officer among the 8 model.
_squadrons In the alr division of Central

Reglon cadet corps. Capt. Smith+|s an avid

5 L] x

(Herald photo)




