The Ballinafad Hall Board for 1979 are,
front row: Bandra Henderson,
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hearing

3% judge to rule by end of February

Shortlll. Back row: Bod Harman, Dosris
Foeller, Vi Shortll), Sid SBpear. and [van

(Hernld photo by Sue Lehn)

Ballinafad Hall board

elects executive oftficers

The 1878 Baltinafad Haol
Board term ended Sunday and
chairman Ivan Bird resigned
and waz replaced by Dan
O'Connor.

The new treasurer ls Peler
Brown, and the secretary [or
1979 will be Bonnle Shortlll.
Retaining her posltion as publ-
ie relationa official s Sandro

"Henderson. The booking of
acts for the hall will be handled
by Vi Shortill, and Bob Har-
man will take over as entert-
ainmen!l officer. The hall

boards maintainence officer is

Sld Spear.

In addition to these appoint-
ments, 1wo new positlons were
added te the hall board this
year, They are the position of

_member al large, and they
were filled by Doris Fueller
and [van Bird.

Although the two members
al Jarge will not be responsible
for any one pariicular area,
they will be expected o head
and serve on special commit-
tees,

Another change f{rom last
year, is that the positions of
chairman and treasurer, start-
ing this year, will become a

two year term rather than the

previous one year lerm.
Starting in 1980, Lthe posiilons

of Secretary and Public Relat-

- jong Officlal wiill also hecnmer

{wo year lerms,

According to last venr's
chalrman Ivan Bird, the upper
section of the hall is expected
to undergo renovations aver a
iwo year period. It |s hoped
that the changes in length of
lerm of the top four positions
will help to provide some
continulty during the renovat-
ians.

By LORI TAYLOR
Herald siaif writer
Chiel County Court Judge
Willlam Colter reserved his
decision In the hearing into
charges of discreditable cond-
uct and neglect of duty against
iwo Halton Reglonal Police
officers in conneclion with an
alleged gweatbox incident in
the ransporiing of prisoners

lest August.

Judge Colter said he expect-
ed to have a decision, with
which he must Include in writ-
ing reasons by the end of
February at the latest, and
possibly within the next Iwo

weeks,

The two officers, Conslables

| Arnold Vanclief and Ra)] Swa-

minathin, were charged with
discreditable conduct and neg-
lect of duty after membersof a
group of prisoners the lwo
officers transporied lo Melro
Weat Detention Cenlre compl-
ained that the heat was on In
the van inspite of temperatur-
es In oxcess of 90 degrees
Farenheit that day, that their
handcuffs were fastened too
tightly and thal the erratic
driving of the van caused Lthem
io be thrown aboul In the back.
FINALSUBMISSIONS

The lawyers, David McCan-
achic representing the Hallon
Regional Police Commission,
and William MacDonald rep-
resenting the two officers,
made thelr final submisions lo
the court Monday,

Mr. MacDonald said the pol-
ice force is a paramililary
organization, in that the men
are under orders and “they
don't have any choice lo say I
don't think 1'll do that loday,
I'H wall tHl next week when It's
cooler,"

It would be unreasonable for
the officers to step on Hwy. 401
or on Carlingview Drive be-
caouse both areas are quite
apen, and when carrying twel-
ve prisoners In the back, four

gow belween the front and the
rear of the van would have
little or no effect on the eircul-
ation in the back of the van. He
also said the heater wouldn't
havetobe on in order to creale
the kind of conditions exisling
in the back of the van that day.

Mr. MacDonald asked Judge
Colter to act in consideration
of guit beyond reasonable
doubt, ns is done in criminal
matters, particularly in light
of the effect a conviction would
have on the officer's futures
and carcers.

Mr. McConachie, summing
up the case {or the commission
sald there were o number of
sina of ommission and com-
missjon August 14, which add
up to neglect of duly and
discredilable conduct. Mr.
McConachle suggesied lo the
court that by the definition of
the two charges, finding guilt
on the charge of neglect of duty
would necessilate a finding of
guilt on the charge of discredi-
table conduct, since ihe neg-
lect of duty would bring disre-
pute to the force.

“The public has io have trust
in the force, and the chief must
have trust in the officers, that
they will perform their dut-
les,” Mr. McConachle sald.

Mr. McConachie sald that,
all the prisoners having had
previous encounters with the
judicial system, were exper-
ienced with regard to the
courts, and prisoner trans-
ports. All the prisoners tesli-
ficd, that they had never been

involved in an incident like this
before, he said
CRIMINAL RECORDS

As far as the credibility of
the wilnesses was concerned,
Mr. McConachie said, *Jusl
because these people have
criminal records doesn'l mean
their evidence could be dis-
counted.”

" Mr. McConachie said there
is no quesilon that theee of the
inmates complained the cuffs
were too tight. However, there
15 no evidence thal the twao
officers checked to ensure
such was oot the case. He
ndded that there was also a
serious breach of securily in
not putiing leg irons on Freder-
ick Carley on the trip back to
Melro Wes! in light of Informa-
tion received that a gun might
be smuggled to him, and an
cscape attempl made.

Instead, Mr. Carley was only
handcuifed o one prisoner,
whao Constable Vanclie! testifi-
ed earlier, had the moslt to lose
if he tried to escape.

“"Why didn't they cuff bim in
three's or 5ix’s for additional
security?'” Mr, McConachie
asked,

Mr. McCanachie anid that
Consiable Vanclief's actlon in
leaving the van door open at
Maplehurst Correctional Cenl-
r¢ while a prisoner wos being
taken inside was also a breach
of security, since Maplchurst
is in a fairly open arca, and he
added that no evidence had
been entered to sugdest that
there is any securilty on the

Levy criticizes
municipal

complex funding

Georgetown Y hires

of whom have previously esc-
aped custody, the securily

new staff member

The heavy work lodd at the
Geotgelown YM-YWCA has
forced the board of direclors
to hire a stafl member to
toke over a combination of
programming and olilce
work., ;

Sheilagh Finn of Charles
Street began wotklng for the
Georgelown Y on Monday,

She I8 n recreation course
graduate from ithe Univer-
sity of Western Ontario and
holds a munlclpal vecreation
director’s certificale, type A.
She waos assistant director of
the Scarborough recrcatlon
department when she quit In
1963 to begin raising her
family. Now her four child-
ren, ranging Iln age from
three Lo nine years cid, are
mature enocugh o pdrmit her

te returm (0 work part time
and the job"ithe Y
ideal, she feels,
. HELPORGANIZE
While she will not be run-
ning any programs directly,
she says she will be helping
to organtze, evaluale and
supervise exisling programs
warking with_ both the In-
structors ond the volunteers
ot the Y.
Mrs. Finn {s coaching a

‘ Junicr team in YBA baskel-

ball and has great praise for
what the Georgetown Y s
accomplishing,

“They d¢ an amazing a-
mount of programmling for
such a small office,” she
said. *They probably have
one of the most dedicated,
skilled and enthusiastic

i

Sheilagh Finn hag been hired by the Georgetown Y to work
part Ume on programs and part time on affice dutles. She has had
considerable experjence both with the Scarborough Recrealion

rtment and as » volunteer with the Brampton and Area
Mentally Handlcapped. The Finns have lived In Georgetown for
two years and Mrs, Finn ta vice-president of the Holy Croas

Parent's Assoclatlion.

%

ADS:

BRING YOUR FAVO
ZELLERS

{Herald photo)

21

group of volunteers of any Y,
in the country. And ihey

Wl RN Re 1o KW how o use -

those volunteers in such a
way that they gei sallsfac-
tion from what they do.”

Mrs. Finn speculalies it will
take time to get to know what
needs doing so shecan be an
effective stall member bul
she is locking forward to her
new position and hopes (o
make her contribution.

Y spokeaman Doreen Burt
satd that the board of direc-
lors decided in December
that they needed an exira
person to help carry the work
load. While the money situa-
tion s still tight, boacd mem-
bers hope to be able Lo afford
n stalf person "Il everyone
worked very hard'’, ghe sald.

Financlal problems forc-
ed the laying off of the ¥'s
fufl time program person in
the summer of 1977,

Plans for
homes

‘abandoned

Plens for the development of
three semi-detached homes on
Maoin Street South in Aclon
have been abandoned [ollow-
ing the recenl sale of the

property In question,
Deputy planning  director,

* Brian Kropf informed the lown
~ planning deportment last

Tuesday that Southfield

. Holdings Litd. has disposed of

the site on the east side of Main
Street, south of Cobblehil]
Road and, as a result, has no
interest In proceeding with its

1 for the consiruction
of slx residential units.

Coun. ' Booth asked Mr.

Kropl whether the decision to -

drop the proposal had been
prompied by rumors of that
the town was demanding the

. developer to contribute toward

the cost of reconstructing Main
Street (Highway 25 in the
vieinlly of the sile, He ascer-
talned that the planning
departments knows nothlng of
any such demands, bul ex-
pressed concern thal in other
fr.tances the town may be
making demands of deviopers
that are nol economically
yiable.
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NEGATIVE TO ZELLERS

risks are increased, Mr.
MacDonald said.

"*It was only shortly before
the van arrived at Meiro West
that the two offlicers became

nware that the heat in the back ™"
..must be

ive;,"” he 'sald.
*At that point, it was polntless
to turn back or radio for help.
The most reasonable thing was
to proceed as quickly as possi-
ble to Metro West."

.Mr. MaocDonald sald there
was & point of no returmn on the
trip, and once past that point,
with Highway 401 being more
or less *'a limited access high-
way'', "there's just no place
you can stop and buy your
prizoners ice ¢ream,’’ he said.

The lwao officers had no
reason (o be aware of what the
conditions in the back of the
van were llke, Mr. MacDonald
said, because they had never
ridden in the back. Th eviden-
¢e seems to indicate, he sug-
gested (hat Grifi Branch, one
of the prisoners, fainled just
before or as the van was
arriving al Melro West Detent-
lon Cenlre.

: GOT WORSE

It would seem the heat got
worse and worse and worse, as
the trip proceeded, and Mr,
Hranch succumbed to hent

prostralion. The prisoners les-

tfied that ihe heater in the van
was on, Mr. MacDonald said,
hut Professor Alexander Allen,
assoclale professor of mechan-
ical engineering and aulomot-
ive mechanics at the Unlverai-
ty of Toronto, sald the heater
was merely recirculating hot
alr.

There was some confusion
over the fact that Staff Serge-
ant Eric Bullock testified that
the van's fan was working afl
er Lthe incident, while a mech-
anic sald the fan had been
disconnecied before the incid-
ent. Judge Colter said he
couldn’t understand why
gomeone would re-connect the
Fan, but there i5 no evidence
either of the officers was Inve-
lved.

“1{ the heater was on {or the
prisoncrs, it was on for the
officers as well,"" Mr. MacDo-
nald zald. “There is no doubt,
il the heater was on, that's &
criminal aet.”

Mr. MacDonald reminded
the court that Professor Allan
said the communications win-

A motlon to allocate Jot levy
funds for the proposed expan-
slon of the town's municlpal
headquarters on Tralfalgar
Road, which breezed past the
general commiltee last week,

Lran aground briefly when [t

came up for council's approval
Monday night.

Coun. Harry Levy, absent
for the discussion last week
that resulled in a general
commiliee recommendation
for the allecatlon of funds,
reminded his colleagues of the
public outery two years afo
that virtually forced councl] to
shelve: its more elaborate
plans for the municipal com-
plex.

Any further expansion plans,
Coun. Levy contended, should
be kept on Lhe shelf o while
longer, at least unti] priarities
for municipal spending are
erganized with the adoption of
n 1979 budget ond capital
forecast this spring.

COUNCIL APPROVED

Council nevertheless ap-
proved the commiltee recom-
mendation and a bylaw which
will see up Lo $291,000 in 1978 Lot
levies and $315,000 In 1080
levies allocated to a special
reserve fund {or the proposed
ceniralization of atl municipal
departments within expanded
quatiers at the Trafalgar Road
site.

""This is jusl ancther way of
getting something that council
two years ago turned down
alter o great deal of discus-
sion, ioput and frustratlon,”
Coun. Levy charged. "I feel
council is moving in the wrong
direction.™

The Ward 4 represeniative,
reelected to council in De-
cember, after a two-year ab-
sence, assured his collengues
that his oppesitlon to the pro-
posed expansion has nothing to
do with tm location of the slie.
Coun., Roy Boolh has suggesat-
ed with a grin that Coun. Levy
might preter te see lhe town
headquarters situated in his
own ward,

“These funds could be of
much more benefit to the town
as a whole,” Coun. Levy main-
tained. “*This bylaw {les up all
1979 funds unless previously
commitled."

TWO YEARS

Coun. Mike Armstrong com-
menied Lthat the council of the
day - (wo years ogo "knew

Ld Jlu needs more room
ﬂ:r Aﬂ' .Sn{ug ﬁu‘mnﬁ

Mrs, Jameson Is a

fashion

contultant who can gulde yau o
look your best at all times at a

reasonable price.

e ————— ey A
Her Sale 5iill Canlinues at

expctly what it was doing”,
while the council of three yvears
ago dld nat, He admitted that
he was o member of both.

“It would be sheer fally if we
don't proceed with this now,”
he said, noting that lot levy
funds are surplus and are held
apari from the town's capital
budgel funds.

Coun., Waller Biehn called
the expansion proposal “the
only sensible way to draw all
¢mynicipal) stail together”,
but Coun, Mariiyn Serjeanison
coniended that the matter
should be deferred until the
town's budget is siruck.

“My priorities don'l lic with
municipal (facilllies) expan-
sion,'” she said, “I'd like Lo see
the funds spent o something
more people can utilize,”

“Lel's face il: we're going to
need (the expanded headguar-
ters) sooner or later,” Coun.
Russ Mitler claimed.

In response to Coun. Levy's
asscrtion that the expansion
may be needed in another len
years, Coun. Booth noted that
the decision {o centratlze mun-
icipal deparlments was made
about five years ago, whlile the
project is not likely to gel
underway for another four
yeiurs,

""There's your ten years,” he
tald Coun, Levy.,

of the centre.

Mr. McConachie said
although o number of officers
had lestified that they had
problems with the van, Staff
Sergeant Bullock had said he
preferred driving the van (o
driving a cruiser. He suggest-
ed that the fallure of the
officers to report the problems
they were having with the van

amounted to neglect of thelr:

duty.

Mi McConachie suggested
that the removal of the prison-
ers’ personal belongings could
have been carried out In a
more "humane snd court-
pols" fashion, and that it was

“inhuman'’ te lump all their

that exbelongings in one pile, rather

than keeping Lthem separate.

“Any aura of hostllity bet. .
ween lhe prisoners and the
officeras wasa largely due 10 the
actlons of the officers,” he
said.

TWO INCIDENTS

The sentence, of punishment
an conviction of these offences,
ranges from & reprimand to
dismissal. Judge Coller his
the optton of {inding the offic-
ers guilly of a lesser offence if
he chooses, in which case Mr.
McConachie might make a
submission &t that fime.
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