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Two Halton Regional Police
officers charged with discred-
itable conduct and neglect of
duty testified last week Lhnt
they don’t remember any of
the prisoners complaining a-
bout the heat in the rear of the
police van in which they were
being Llransported to Metro
West Detention Centre from
the Milton provincial court-
house last August,

Testimony .at the hearing
into charges agalnst Con.
stables Raj Swaminathin, 39,
and Amold Vancllef, 35, con-
cluded last Wednesday, with
the summations by the two
lawyers belng postponed until
February 5, to provide the
lawyers with the oppertunity
tc obtaln transcripts of the
proceedings to date.

The hearings, presided over
by Chief County Court Judge
William Colter, was calied
after complaints were receiy-
ed from a group of prisoners.,
They said the two censtables,
who had been acting as prison-
er escorts, fasiened the hangd-

culls too lightty on the prison-
ers, drove with the heater on in
the van, in spite of the temnper-
olure being over 90 degrees
Farenheit that day, and drove
the van in an erratic manner
which resulted in the prisoners
being thrown about In the back
of the van. One prisoner

ed out during the trip as o

‘resull of the heat.

PRISONER ESCORT

Constable Vancllef testified
that his work as a prigsoner
escorl was an overlime assign-
ment in addition to his regular
shilt, which at that day was
from 4 p.m. to midnight. He
said Lhatl before starting out
thal morning, he had been
warned by hia superior officer,
Staff Sergeant Eric Bullock,
that infermation had been
received to the effect that an
escape altempt would be made
by one of the prisoners during
the day. He was also told that
an attempt might be made to
smuggle a gun to Lhis prisoner,
Frederick Carley, sometime
during the day, and that he
was to take whatever security
precautions he found neces-

WINTER WONDERLAND

" Lasl Wednesday's heavy snowfall turned Halton
Hills into something of & winter wonderiand, much to the
delight of skiers and snowmobllers and much to the
chagrin of snow shovellers and motorists. Roadside trees

trimmed with anowy iclng, nevertheless offered some
plcturesque scenes, such as this one on Maln Sireet soulh

ia s elown.,

sary, including the use of leg
irons.

Constable Vancliel sald
shackles were used on Mr.
Carley in the moming, but it
took some time to get them on
over the high bools he was
wearing. As a result, they
weren't used during the after-
noon trip.

The removal of the prison-
ers’ personal belongings, such
a5 jackets, tobacco and ma-
tches, was a resull of a new
rule which had been inslituted
a few weeks prior to August 14,
Constable Vanclief said, but
the prisoners wete angered by
the rule, and when he tried to
coliect their jackets, several of
Lthem dashed their coats on the
floor,

In response to questions
about the prisoners’ allega-
tions that he had dellberately
slepped on their jackets, Con.
stable Vanclief sald he had
dropped one or two of the
jackets, and accidentally
walked over them. He said he
pushed the fallen jackets to
one side with his foat, and gaid
this might have looked to the
prisoners asif he had kicked at
them,

TRIP BACK

Constable Vanclief lestified
that after the priseners had
been loaded into the van for the
{rip back to Metro West Deten-
tion Centre in Lhe afterncon,
Constable Swaminathln had to
go look for tHE driver of a
cruiser which was blocking the
exil from the courthouse se-
curily area. While he was
gone, the prisoners rocked the
van back and forth. After they
stopped, Constable Vanclief
said he heard someone say,
“Let’s walt until he gets on 1o
the 401 and changes lanes.”

It was for this reason, he
said, that he placed o jacket
aver the window between the
cab and the rear of the van, so
that the prisoners would not
know when the van wos on the
401. He removed it when the
van actually got on Highway
401 because he codld hear Lhe
prisoners moving arcund [n
the back of the van, but he
couldn't see what they were
doing. He left the window
closed because it was his habit
to drive with the windows
closed because “it helps with
privacy'’, and keeps the pri-
soners from spitting at the
officers, he said.

The side Irip o Milton
pollce station was because his
regular shift had begun, Con-
stable Vancliel zaid, and he
had to check with his superior
officer to find cut whether he
was to continue with prisoner
escorl, or be reploced by
someone else while he went on
regular patrol. He teld the
court he thought it was just as
fast to drive ta the station as to
phone iram Maplehurst Deten-
tion Centre, where they had
gone to drop oifl one prisoner.
Communicating by the radio in
the van would have taken up
too much air time, and would
have meant a delay in relaying
the message from the dis.

' patcher in Oakville by tele-

phone to Miiten,

Constable Vanclief said at
one peint during the trip, he
heard the sound of handeuffs
being tightened, as if it were
being done deitberately. He
said he never doubleocks
handeuffs, which would pre-
vent their being tightened,
because it frequently makes
them difficult to open. Con-
stable Swaminathin sald he
never double-tocks handeufis,
because it makes it possible

|

for a prisoner to cut himself on
the band on the lower side.

LOOKED IN BACK

Constable Swamtnathin said
that he looked in the back of
the van from time to llme, and
coild only see (he
moving about, and hear them
shouting ond cursing. When he
opened the window to ask
about the commaotion, they
yelled racial insulls and spal
at him, so he closed it again.

“They locked like they were
having fun In there together,'
he said. '

Constable Vancliel said it

was warmn in the front of the

van, but that it wasn't until the

van was close to Melro West
that he realized that it might
be uncomfortably hot in Lhe
back. He said the commotion
in the van seemed as per usual,
but that if he had been aware
there was a problem, he would
have stopped.

It wasn't until the van arriv-
ed at Lthe Metro West Detention
Centre that the two officers
said they discovered Grilf
Branch was unconseious in the
hack of the van, and this was
only after they had entered the
sccurily area and gone over (o
the command module, which
monitors the movement of the
priseners, (o identily them.
sclves. The prisoners, wha had
been quiet for a time, began
kicking at the van doar, and it
bulged visibly. -

Constable Vanclie! said he
opened the back door of the
van, and saw Mr. Branch
Iying on the floor. Censtable
Swaminathin went to the com-
mand moedule, told them there
wis a prisener in the back of
the van, apparently uncen.
scious, and asked for same
water. The carrectional officer
said he kad no access to water,
and that it would cnly o few
minutes before the Metro Tor-
onto and Peel prisoners were
processed, 3o that the Halton
prisoners could go in.

During this time, Constable
Vanelief said he stood at the
back of the Halten van with the
door open. He closed the door
twice when the security door of
the garage opened without
warning but that Mr. Branch's
{ool, which had been against
the door, was anly pushed in,
and not caught in the door as
the prisoners had testified.

UNLDAD PRISONERS

When it came time to ynload
the prisoners, both constables
testified that they asked the
prisoners lo move out of the
van so Lhat they could get in to
assist Nr. Branch out, The
Prisoners stayed put, and sald
"“If you want him, you came in
and get him,” Constable Swa-
minathin said,

YAl that time, we thought
discretion was the better part
of valor," he added, “We
didn’t want (o get our heads
punched in."

Earlier in the week, the
court heard testimony (rom

olher Hnlion Regionnl Police -

aflicers regarding the condi
tion of the van, and alse the
method by which information
about a possible escape at-
templ was received.
Sergeant Jason Field testi-
fied that he had transpocted
[ive prisoners from Acton to
Georgetown in that van, which
is the only van -available for
use in Acton, Georgetown and
Milton, earlier in the summer.,
He described how the prison-
crs comploined of the heal,
and said that since they
quict, he opened the window

were
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- Prisoners didn’t complain about van’s heat,
accused police tell ‘sweat-box’ hearing judge

into the back of the van and felt
"2 gush of heat" from the back

'of the van.

Sergeant Keith Robertson
and Constable lan McNally of
Investigations division in Dls-

trict 1 (Milton, Georgetown an
-Acton), testified that they had

been informed by Niagora
HReglonal Police that Mr. Car-
ley might attempt to eseape,
and that an attempt mlght be
made to smuggle a gun to him
during one of his court appear-
ances, and Lhey passed this
information on to Staff Ser-
pgeant Bullock.

Constables Ray Hendry and
Tom Nicholson described an
occasion in September, follow-
ing the August 14 incident,

when they acted as prisoner
escorts, the same van.
Bath ofllcers described the van
as g vehicle with a rough ride.
They sald the prisonera on that
occasion also complained of
the heat.

A number of Halton pollce
officers called on to testify said
the van's heavy duly suspens-
ion makes for a rough ride, and
they alxo gald the van vibrates
il driven at speeds in exceas of
50 miles per hour,

The hearing, originally sche-
duled for five days, has lasted
seven days Elrtacfy. and has
now adjourned unlll February
3, at which time the lawyers
for both sides will make their
summations.
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Do vou know awone here me Onlano who-though
selilessness. houmamte md kindness without expecting
anvthing m rennn-has made this o better povinee n

which 1o e

Thar's the kiud of peson for whom the Omario
Medal for Good Citrzenslup was established
12 recipients are selected yearly by anomdependent
Advtsery Counall of Ontano citigens whose honorare
chaivman is the Licutenan Governor ol the Provinee. -
Avone mae nominale a person for the Ontaro
Medal, and nomimahon furms are avalable by WYTH;
Exvoubive Secretary
Advisory Council
Ontanio Medal for Goad Crizenslap

(Jueen s Park

Taronto, Ontarno M7A 1AL
Making o nonnnation s itself an act of appreciation
[or goud cinzenstup. All nominations should be reconed
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Ontario Medal for Good Citizenship




