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Legal war H
Corridor opponents say next step may shake government

U B B B B O

By PAUL DORSEY
Herald sialf writer

 The immense legal war sur-
rounding Oniario Hydro's ap-
Eil;:]ation for permission (o
d a seclion of the Bruce (o
Milton transmission corridor
through Halton Hills iz expect-
ed lo taske on even more
serious impilcations with the
rullng of a divisional courl this
spring, the weight of which,
according to corrider oppon-
ents, could possibly lead to the
collapse of Untario’s Progress-
ive Conservalive government.
The town of Halton Hills and
the Intercsted Citizens Group
{1ICG) have filed application
for a hearing before the divis-
ional court that is expected o
take place in late March or
early April. There, the right of
the Ontarie Munlcipal Board
{OMB) to lake any stand on
the corridor issue will be chal-

lenged. The two parties, which
jointly oppose Hydro's request
for planning amendments that
would authorize construction
of a 12-mile sectlon of the
corridor through Halton Hills,
contend that the OMB has ne
jurisdiction over the matter in
view of the authordtv rlroadv
granted Hydro by the provin-
cial government to proceed
with the line. .
HYDRO HEARINGS

During his summation be-
fore the OMB at hearings held
in Georgetown two weeks ago,
Hydro lawyer John Parkinson
expressed doubl that the ICG
and Halton Hills sincerely In-
tend to follow up their stated
proposal to bring & mation of
prohibition before the courts
that would preclude the OMB
from participating in the cont-
TOVETrsyY.

Their notice of motion, he

SNOW SCOUTS

With all that snow around the sile of the North Iinlten
District Scout winter camporee Saturday and Sundny, i was
inevitable that some of it would find its woy into snowhalis in the
hands of some of the scouts. Cralg Lucas and Greg Harrett
weren't the only combatants, by o long shol, but they were firmly
enough entrenched that they stayed put long enough for The
Herald's photographer to capture them on film.
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contended, is simply another
delaying lactic aimed at keep-
ing the 500,000-volt corridor oul
of Halton Hills a liltle longer.
1ICG spokesmen John Sch-
ncider and John Minns told
The Herald fellowing the hear-
ing, however, that the molion
for prohibitien is already [iled
with the divisional court and
the ICG has every intention of

following through with its chal- -

lenge.

Al stake in the court hearing,
the two spokesmen explained,
is the quesiion of which prov-
incial legistation lakes preced-
ence in the corridor controver-
sy : the Power Corparatins Act,
by which Hydro could have
constructed the Bruce to Mil-
ten corridar at the outse! with-
oul having to apply fou munic-
ipal permission, or the Onlario
Municipal and Planning Acts,
upen which Halton Hills is
repiying lo enforce its official

plan clause thal reguires
council approval for amend-
ments before major utilities
such as the corridor can be
buill.

CORRIDOR OPPONENTS

Mr. Parkinson based his
allegaticns last week on the
presumption thal the corrider
opponents cannot win iheir
balile, regardless of the
court’s eventual decision, |
they do challenge Lhe OMB's
jurisdiction.

Interpreling the issues al
stake before the court, he
conceded thal i1 is o legal
question whether or nol Hydro
musl fulow nermal municipal
planning procedures in view of
the fac! that the Power Corpo-
rations Acl supercedes both
municipal rights and the auth-
orily of the OMB.

Neveriheless, Mr. Parkinson
said, Hydro has chosen to
follow planning procedures

“Taylor supports

us’ says

By BOB RUTTER
Herald special

When citizens opposing the
Bradley-to-Milton 500KV cor-
ridor come befare the legisiat-
ure's select committee on Onl-
ario Hydro affairs they will
have moral support [rom a
former Oniario cobinet minis-
fer.

Inierested Cilizens Group
(ICG) officials have confirmed
that some of the information 1o
be presented io commitiee
comes [rom discussions held
with former Onlario Energy
Minister James Taylor,

Mr. Taylor, whoresigned the
porifolio about one ycar ago,
has cloimed in several inter-
views that Ontario Hydro1s out
of confrol.

John Minns, vice-chairman
of the group representing
aboul 2,500 tand owners along
the 109-mile corridor roule,
sald that Mr. Taylor provided
information far use before an
Ontarie Municipal Board
¢OMB) hearing held this mon-
th into Hydre cfficient plans
and zoning amendment appli-
cations in Hallien Hills.

Mr. Taylor couldn”t be cont-
acied Sunday for commeni,

FORMER MINISTER

Mr. Minns said the fermer
minister will be viewed In
hislory as an hones! man who
recognized some problems, o
positlon nol taken by his suc-
COS50TS,

Mr. Taylor received an ICG

1CG

preseatation in December 1977
and presented his views 10
cabinet, bul, said Mr. Minns,
the [ormer minister didn’l feel
cabinet shared his knowledge
or his sense of urgency over
the issue.

Among ihe evidence to be
presented before the commil-
iee is the group's altempt to
show *how Ontario Hydro cir-
cumventied the law."

East Garafraxa township's
altempls lo stop consiruclion
of the corridor since 1974 have
been tgnored although the
iownship's Official Plan — like
thal of Halton Hilis — docs nol
permil power corridor land
use.

Towers have been consirue-
ted in the lownship although no
attempts have been made to
change the 1ownship's efficial
plan.

Halten Hills has stalled the
wility from constructing the
corridor uniil the OMB rules
on the Official Plan and zoning
bylaw changes.

The nine days of lestimony
at OMB hearings in Halton
Hills also demonsirated very
etearly thal Onlario Hydre has
tdone 2 number of things thal
were not within the splrit or
letter of the taw, Mr. Minns
sairl.

Me said the OMB will be
“hard-preased’” 1o make 2
decision againsl the wishes of
Halen Region which compris-
¢s 4 population of 302,000.

and “'submit to public scrut-
iny,"” ralher than rely on the
over-riding autherity of exis!-
ing provincial legislation and
the-support already granied it
by the Ontaric Cabinel.

However, he ¢laimed, if the
divitional court rules that the
OMB has no jurisdietion in the
corridar affair, the Power Cor-
porations Act takes immedizte
precedence and the construct-
ion of 1he line through Halton
Hills cap proceed.

If, on' the other hand, the
motian for prohibition is den-
ied in eourt, the decision of the
OMRB will stand, and thal
decision Mr. Parkinson argued
must fall in Hydro's lavor
since established government
policy cannot be questioned.

*We'll all have 8 marvelous
debale on the constitutionalily
of the whole nffair,” he told the
OME. “bul the line will be
buill."”

The reasens for taking the
maiter before the courts were
quite different as explained by
the ICG, however.

WINNING, LOSING

HThe whole controversy ne-
ver has been o matter of
winning or losing,’’ Mr. Schne-
ider claimed. *IU’s a matter of
demonstraling to the people of
Ontario the number of back-up
sleps the government has tak-
enipcreate the illusion that its
decislon {on the corrider
route) wus not arbitrary.”

Mr. Schneider said that the
corrider issue is one of many
civil rights problems that are
symptomatic of an histerical
trend that has seen more and
more civil [reedoms yielded to
“demoeratic'” govermments.
Increasingly, he said, the gov-
eramenl becemes orbilrary in
ils declsions and ceases to be
responsive to lhe wishes of 1he
people.

Initinlly, Mr. Schneider re-
called, Hallon Hills lawyer
Fred Helson soughi a court
injunciion that would prevent
Hydre from undertoking any
line consiruciion work in the
municipalily until a final dect-
sion had been made, There
was some evidence that preli-
minary work was taking place,
the cerridor opponents noted.

Mr. Helsons and the ICG
soon learned Lhat such injunct-
ions were precluded by the
Power Corporations Act, how-
ever, which Lhus lent further
suppor! to the authority al-
ready granted Hydre by the
Ontariec Cabinet te proceed
with the line,

If the authority to build the
corridor froem Bruce 1o Millon
had already been granted, Mr.
Schneider coniended, then
public meetings and hearings

REDDOT
EALTY L1

conducted with regard 1o the
corridor, including the recent
OMB sessions, have been a
“farce' that will ultimately
have no bearing on the [inal
decision,

POLITICAL RIGHT

At the oulsel, the govern-
ment had the pelltical right to
authorize the construction of
the corridor along any route it
chose, Mr. Schneider aaid,
and, despite the *'poor” decis-
ion which corridor epponenis
fee] the government made, the
political nature of the decision
was al least adequate justific-
ation in itsell. The ICG is
incensed, though, over the gov-
ernment's subsequent decision
tp try and make its corridor
route choice seem to comply
with “‘the law of the land,* he
expiained.

The 1CG maintains that the
corridor route cannat be justil-
ied in terms of technical and
environmenlal stondards and
any approval granted the
line's consiruction would cir-
cumvent the law, Mr. Schneid-
er said.

Mr. Schneider and Mr.
Minns acknowledged that il

the court rules that Ontario’s

Planning and Municipal Acts
1ake precedence over the Pow-
er Corporations Act, the corri-

dor cannot be buill since Hal-
lon Hills will rightfully uphaold
its previous decision to keep
the Hne out. ‘

11, however, the court decid-
es that the Power Corporalions
Act carries more welght, as is
generally expected, they poin-
\ed out, then the ICG's claim
that public participation in the
corridor planning has been a
sham will be proven correct:
the corridor can thus be built n
on ihe basis of the govern-
:nunl‘rs original political decls-
on.
 }f this does happen, Mr.
Minns predicted, the ICG has
new grounds to appeal decis-
ions by which the corridor

route was selected and endors:
et
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government's attempis to un-,
derplay ita political authority:
in selecting the corridor route-
by holding public hearings can;
be challenged in the leglalat--
ure, he sald. A “‘ahowdown'' at.
Queen's Park between the Con-]
servative’s miporily govern--
ment and the lwo opposition.
parties, Mr. Minns speculated,
could leave the Tories on.-
“dangerous ground” as they,
arc (orced to explain the In-
consistencies in their initial.
approach to the publle's invol-]

o

vement in the matter. .

Balanced police budget

‘predicted by commission

The Halton Regional Police

. force will come in within the

1978 budge! when the final
accounis for the year come in,
aecounts supervisor E.A. Pat-
terson told the police commils-
sion last Thursday.

Mrs. Patterson said there
are g few invelces yet 0 come
in, but they should be in by the
end of the month. At that time,
Lota) expenditures for the year

-

will be known, but Mrs, Pat-
terson- sald she expects the.
figurcs will reveal Lhe [orce]
came in "well within'” the-
budget. -

“In spite of all the gnashing,:
and a few cxtras we hadn’t-
figured on, we came in within.
budgel, and 1 think that'a
commendable,'’ Oakville-

.mayor Harry Barrett, chalr-l

man of the commlssion, said. *

TOWN OF HALTON HILLS

Ta MAIN ST ~OUTH HALTO% =Lt D

LGENRGE TOWN:

877-51835

The Hallen Hilis Recreation Depariment Is offering yearly membership
passes for our Recreational swimming program. These passes will allow an
individual or family to use our pool facliities for one year at a very
reasonable rate. These memberships can be purchased at the pool facllitles

during the regular program hours and are good for 365 days.

The membership rates are as follows:

Single pass
$18.00 - year

Family pass
$60.00 - year

"Eingle pass with sauna

The sauna rates are for Acton Pool only.

$30.00 - year

Family pass with sauna
$70.00 - year

For further information please confact the Recreaticn Depariment at 877-
5185, ext. 60 or the pool facilities.

- 877-0173

Susan Carrier
Tillie Harvey

877.7937
B77-9550 .

Trudy Simmaons

EASY COMMUTING
Caouniry wilh neighbours and Ccasy Com-
muling. This beautitul home is ready for
you and your family, with inground pool
tor summer and lireplace for winter. We
dan‘t think you will tind a betier buy.
Chock 1) with Susan Carricr 877.0173.

BEAUTY ATIT'S BEST

This truly lovely home is a pleasure 10
shaw. J bedrooms, large tiving and dining
rooms, with sliding doors to deck and
gargeous gardens. A family room with
stone fireplace and a double Qarage.
Dan't miss this chance. Call Tille now!
BI7.0171.

25TOREY
Here’s the apples the doctor grdered,
brick and aluminum on 75x160 foal ot, §
cedrooms, tamily room wilh walk.out and
main floor laundry room. Evcn Aair
conditioning, and in low pighties. Call
susan Carcler 720171

YCUGETALOTTA LOT....
With 1his spacious 12 storey hume.ll
pedroom3, walk out 10 patio, €al-in kil
chen, Iridge and gtove Included.
Buutilutlrlandscuped parden. A must 0
ges with Trudy Simmons a77-0V7).

BY7-9458

877-9345

JUST REDUCED
By 54.000. Large sidesplit on over 1z acre
of top garden soii. Newly painied living
and Jining rogm and super family rgom
wilh lireplace.

sop, cail me. Bob Ollivier arr-0173.

RECAPTURE THE CHARM oF
YESTER-YEAR

i this lovely older home.
rooms with beautitul solid ocak

a must to see. Catl Tillie for detalls. 877,
0173,

COUNTRY ROAD

Couniry road, take me home 10 the house
you belleye in. This 3 bedroom storey and
a hall., with o large country lof, huge

kitchen. dining room, with lovely walk-
ou! 10 large cedar deck. Call pike tn show
yvou 1his hame, now'! Low, low prik = B7L
D173,

WANT LAND?

very clpse to Georgelown i5 8 ~onic 30
acres wilh ideal buliding sites. L.an your
future estalc NOw with 1ris . priced
investment, Call kg Cogper - 0171

TORONTO LINE — 453-4442

E

A nome 1o enjoy. Come

Big spacious
frim
throughout. A mMos! interesting home and

’
3 :I.lln..:. :lrf_
o ks

AT LAST

Presiige area and reasanable price.

targe lot in park arca.
hroadloom, puest suite.
B173.

WHAT DD YOU NEED?

Do you neged 2 car garage? Large lamily
room with walk ou! fo privale lot? Large
hedrooms, 1wa washrooms, mainicnance
tree, brick and atuminum, Greal ‘Hrﬂ
morigage to be assumed if you wuﬁl_'l.
There are more exiral. Call mike and find
aut. 877 017L,

I1LEVEL BARN
With cencrete 1loor and bleck walls, are a
a leature of this property. 1 bedroom
homo has targe lamtly robm on main floor
and all situated an a 340 foot deep lol. Just
s44,500. and a call 1o Bob Dllivier 8770171

FORRENT
Two huge bedrocom apartment, aduit
hyilding, no pels please; parking supplied,
reterences please, greal tocation, walk 10
shopping cic. €all Mike fofr more in
tormation. 877.0171.

1"pyt a smile on your lawn’’

call Reg Cooper to learn the low price,

Exceilent brick bungalow on extra
Goodies inglude 2 car gardge. fireplace, new

Br7

SQUTH OF GEQRGETOWN

very altractive acre wilh brick 3 bedroom
cared lor
hame, with very private palio and walk-
Eerfect lor easy com-
Call Reg Cooper

sidesplit. An extremely well
ou! glass doars.
muting. Only 581,500.
B77 0173,

COUNTRY

vou want & large Dbrick, 1 bedrgom
bungalow located in the coyntry featuring
large kilchen and hiving room with
hroadlioam throughawl, 5S4ding door from
dining room to patic. Guess what? Fridge
and slove stays for the new buyer, Call
Mike to lind cut maore 817.0V73.

Owner of 1his new home,
pick your own wroadloom, tile and colours.

R.C. (Bob} Gj!lviEr
Michael Adams

AGREAT OPPORTUNITY
To invest in a prestigious home. l.ocated
near recreation, churches ang shopping.
this home has been reduced in price and
cames wilth 4 bedrooms, large kitchen,
and rec room with fireplace. Invesligate
t now with Bob Ollivier 877-0171.

TERRACOTTAAREA
very privale wooded aCreage near Terra
Cotta with a 1 bedroom ralher unusual
hungalow tucked in the trees. Great for
wild life and country lovers, Ideal for

. artist or just guiet.livers. Call Reg Cogper

ar? Bza.

FIREPLACES ARE FUN
Join ine and enjoy yours. Raised bungalow
gives a hintof country living. Choose your
own colours in this new home on 125 toot

ist, Raise your famlly in comlor? and .

listed at £58.900. CaH Susan Cacrler today
at A17.0N 7.

BE THE FIRAT.....
You can stith

siyated on quiet creacend, north of fown.

For detaits dial a77-0172 and ask lor Trudy

T MO,

877-92%0
877-7071

$51,.700.

This | a fantastic home at a {antastic
price, and you'll belleve it when you 3ee It.
3 bedrooms. llving room, dining room.
and professicnally tinished rec room. All
rastefully decorated on large lot. fMake
thls a must on your list. Call Tikile 427-
0173.

LOOK WHAT YOUGET FOR 53,904,
<olid brick hungalow - full basament,
beautifully finlshed rec room - cut sione
{ireplace . garage.

rudy Simmons at 877-017).

BRAND NEW (WITH S YEAR
WARRANTY)

This brand new brick bungalow located In
the country, features 3 large bedroomas,
country kilchen, huge living room, wilh
cozy tireplace, all it needs is you to came
choose your colours, broadloom, etc. This
is country l'ving at lis best, Call Mike 1o
find out haw to achieve ihis, B77.0071.

TORONTO LINE — 453-4442

Compare and callff
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