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To the editor:

I thoughl you might find
this edition of our local
newspaper interesting on
nccounl of its report on the

lime our cily was blitzed,
the piclures may inleres
vou. Of course it has been
rebuilt to a lovely moedern
cily now, [ deeply apprecia-
le your Herald 1 receive

English readers write

ciach  week through the
courtesy of Ray and Hazel
Wigging, ] dearly love
Georgelown and | like 10
keep in louch with all the

ROWS, _
Cheerio

God Bless Georgelown

John IEtl,

Plymouth, England

To the editor of The Herald;

I am a firm believer in the
fact that we all these days
complain and criticize o great
deal but hardly ever say thank
you, [t appears to be an ever
growing ¢ase of *'I'm all righ
Jack™ and "It's net my money,
belongings, car or whatever,
50 who cares''!. S0 here js my
accolade for 194749!

Since 1973 I have had the
pleasure of dealing with Geo.
British Cars In Georgetown
which was where 1 bought “my
first new ear and recently my
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Reader praises car dealer
for years of faithful service

During the whole time that 1
have deplt with 1his company |
have been given service, cour-
1esy and [riendliness abave,
far above, the call of duty —
nol 100 per cenl as any good
company should affer, but 150
per cent!!

Al a time when goed man-
ners seeni tobe a last art Lhave
come across real gentlemen in
the true sensc of the ward and
this includes employees who
hove since lef the company.

There has of course been the

this has been cheerfully rectil-
e,

[ really appreciate the hone-
sty and kindness of Mr. Hay
Barieer one of the swners and
the [riendship, kindness and
gablantiry of Ron Lawlon T will
always remember — he does
nol know how many grey days
he has cheered up and put all
righl by a joke, a reassuring
word ar an acl of kindness.

The mechanics (oo deserve
high pratse for good work and
friendliness. Even one's first

Board has -:.u::h a ni¢ce welcam-

. ing voice,

As the ad pnes “at Speedy
yiru are a somebody — well —
at G.B.C, youare a somebody™
anck what is most imporiani to
me is that when | pick up my
car {rom a repair or servicing,
1l can know it will be safe and
as reasonalbe aprice as s
possible.

So, 1o you all at GBC — a
happy and prosperous New
Yvar and thank you all.

Sincerely

Znd new car. very ocensional *goof’’ but

contact, the lady on the swilch

Education’s ‘good old days’

not the answer for today

Educalivn scems 1o be of growing concern to Halton
Hitls residents.

They say we can't aveid death and taxes and

_education is something o good portion of our tax dollar goes

lowards, You also can't aveld heated opinions about
anything people spend lols aof tox money on,

At MP Ross Milne's recent town hall meeting, the
assembled audience had the strengest opinions on education
a provincial matter, Much of the MP's question period was
devoted 1o discussion of schools rather than federol
business.

Bisturbingly to me, many of the gripes expressed
were related 1o the *liberalization’ — no slur en Mr. Milne —
af educalion.

SEEKING SEATS

Al the same time, getting boack to the basics was o
senliment voiced by many of the candidates seeking school
board seats in lhe November municipal eleclions.

And a slrong blast of het air can be fell from Halton
Hills' seuth in Milton as Reverend Ken Campbell of
Renaissance International, an anli-gay, anti-sex eduention,
‘pro-‘morality” group makes his regular pronouncements for
purity.

Reverend Campbell and his group were successiul in
the past in getting the Halton scheol board 1o pull some
excellenl boeks, they deemed unfit for young minds, {rem
the local schools' curriculum,

I view this all as a big step in the wrong direction,
E recently had the opportunity to discuss this
conservatization of parents of school aged children wilh the

- principal of Georgetown's Howard Wrigglesworth Schoel,

Eric Balkind.

SHARED CONCERN
Mr. Balkind acknowledged this irend and shared my
concern about if,

He said that basically the conservatism munifests
ilsell on 1wo levels — spending and curriculum. It seems
those parents bemoaning the death of 1he good old days

- want more strictly disciplined schools, wilh a more limited

curciculum al a lower cost.

While not denying thal there are probably areas In the
school board budgets where money should be saved, Mr.
Balkind says educators should be prepared to save where
pessible bul also to spend where needed.

[ have to agree. To begin with schoel boards must
remember that every unnecessary expendilure and every
inflated administrator's salary discredits the legitimate
expenses of the board. That said, I maintain that it is foolish
to embrace the cuiback trend by wildly reducing school
board budgels.

SOCIETY BENEFITS

Mr. Balkind argues that sociely benefils by proper
spending on education now rather than on ‘reaction’
spending laier, He means that money spent on for example,
o ‘problem child’ now, o help solve his or her problem is
more meaningiul than dealing with their problems later in
life when all seciety can do is react to, rather than iry lo
solve these problems,

At *~es of cutbacks, the supposed “'(rills” are the
{vrst w go. Unfortunately these frills are often extremely
important programs, In Toronte, for example, speciol
education =ourses are laking & beating as special ed.
teachers are par=id from the board's payroll. Since special
education teachers usunlly operate with amall groups, they

Michael

Herald editor

e

are not thal economical. They are also extremely imporiant
sinee children needing special education often would simply
be unable to [unclion without help, |

And who knows how many valuable programs have
not seen the hight of day us educators respond 1o cost
cutring?

The curricuium conservatism is relaled 10 many
IBings including taxpayers,” and school boards’ desire to cul
rosls. :

ISCHHEAPER

... It'scerlainly cheapest te stick siriclly te the three s,
Afer all, hew much does it cost 1o toss a few textbooks in the
direction of a room [ull of public schioel kids, have them
wrile nul n page of Shakespeare's “The Taming of the
Shrew" len limes, memorize multiplicalion tables and have
iheir spelting done for temoerrow. Why one 1eacher could
supervise 42 kids invelved in such *basic” — as in back to —
shindy.

But 1 question how useful il is. As Mr, Balkind S8YS,
perhaps the major problem with the education system today

is thal il hasn't kept up rather than maving {oo fast. I'm nol
convineed Lhat the education system of the Filties and other
g{rmi oid days' is really worth getiing back 1o. When the

Sixties rolied around and educators tried Lo stick with the n!d
syslem, students complained about the lack of relevance in
Aheir educalinn,

DRASTIC CHANGES
Cerlainly things have chatged drastically since the
Cold War Filties when attitudes lowards young people,
women, sexvality and learning  itsell were drastically
different than 1eday.

Litile gicls are no longer simply expecled (o be
hoisewives, sex is no Innger somelhing people lalk about
only on their wedding nmight, and autharity — including
eachers' and goveraments' — are not always excepled
unchallenged. These are positive changes and ones that pose
new challenges for developing children. Te get back 1o an
educationnl syslem that does not deal with these challenges
would leave children tess equipped for society around them.,

NOTY
And of course, in the good old days, children did not
have o deal wilh television, Television 1S the new literacy
andthreeh it children are exposed to o seemingly limitless
amour of information. so much that they may have trouble
handling 1l 211, An education system rooted in the 1980's —
4 decade is almost upon us — has to deal with this reality.

A dialogue on education 15 needed. The public, and
cducators themselves, must be encouraged to find new
directions lo deal with the realities of teaching in this period.
But a kneejerk regression to the “*good old days® will surely
mean that the current generation of Sr:hml children will
suffer,

Ann Lidbury.
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Irony in OMB’s ruling

Ta the editor of The Herald:

There is irony in the recent
OMUB ruling nol 1o hold evening
sessions during the expected
three months garbage dump
hearings al Mitton.

In almost Alice in Wonder-
band logic, 1he Board deciged
Ihal the hearing - which is o

PUBLIC arbilration on evid-
ence présented for and against
desiroying prime farmland -
should be held when i1 15 most
inconvenlen! for the public

affecied 1o oilend!

surcly, when only lwo mem-
bers of the OMB are involved
and they (like every olher

agency aliending at the hear-
ing) are funded with tax doll.
ars - those paying those tax
dollar should not have to sacri-
fice time {rom work (i.e. more
dollars) for three months iry-
ing 1o savg their [and?
Apparcitly the evening sess-
ions arc 6o repugnant that the

OMB rejected having even one
per week.

It's no wonder the OMB isn't
elected - they dont't play fair
with those who pay the bills!

Yours truly
Julie Bates
Burlington, Ont.
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