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We have to hand it to Halton
Hills mayor Pete Pomeroy, few
Palilir:ians would have been as

ank as he was last Thursday at
the Norval Community Association
meeting — at least voluntarily.

- Mayor Pomeroy unveiled his
own 25 year plan for the association
members as he detailed his
predictions and goals for the town
during the next quarter century
and we were both encouraged, and
shocked by his comments.

-  He describes Halton Hills as
“yirtually a small town"
surrounded by ‘‘some of the best
agricultural” in Ontario. We are
encouraged by both comments and
are especially glad to heéar the
‘mayor's pledge to help preserve

much of the local farmliand. It's not

. -often that a development hungry

-municipal politician will come up
-insupport of rational planning and
cconservation of farmland. It is
4herefore doubly important that
responsible elected eofficials help
ensure that valuable, and
unreplaceable farmland is
protected and not allowed to be
subdivided into such small parcels
that it is of no use to professional
farmers.

Halton Hills farmland also
hellas preserve the small town
ing of the community and acts
as a much needed buffer between
the town and the Golden Hor-

. + seshoe's urban sprawl. As long as
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the farmiand is preserved Hallon
Hills residents will, at the very.
least, be assured of a little
greenery in their life. -

- It was a little surprising to
hear the mayor predict the ap-
proval of the Focal development in
:genrﬂetnwn considering the town s
decade-spanning battle with ils

developers.

In his comments about Llhe

:develnpment the mavyor made

-some disturbing remarks and fell

into the trap that all foo often snags
homeowners.

Mayor Pomeroy states his
objections to Focals' plans lo
consiruct townhouses in the new
development, He says he wants the
housing mix in the subdivision
restricted to residenis represen-
ting ‘‘the quality of people who will
keep the cost of social services
down . .. a class of people who are
community-minded and will build
on the community spirit.”

The mayor appears (0 be &
home-owner chauvinist who thinks
that anyone who cannot afford or
does not want o come up with a
down payment, and therefore
chooses to rent a townhouse, is
somehow undesirable.

If the mayor had restricted his
comments to problems with the
density of a townhouse dominated
subdivision, his comments would
not be so objectionable but instead
he specifically refers to the quality
of person that would live in such a
development, His message 1s clear.
Renters do not take care of their
homes, children or community in
the same way as residents in
single-family or semi-detached
homes do.

We wonder how Georgetown's

- townhouse residents on Moun-

tainview Road would respond to
the mayor's comments,

In his speech the mayor
proudly refers to Halton Hills'
community ?Hirit with pride. We
would certainly not be proud of a
community in which middle and

lower income earners — the
majority of renters — are not
welcome.

So while we are encouraged by
the mayor's foresight in terms of
agricultural land we are greatly
disturbed by his anli-renter
comments expressed at the
Thursday meeling.

' School buses
need seatbelts
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- Iragedy
. thildren were killed near Barrie
. while on skiing excursion once
. apain raises the contentious issue
- of school bus safety.

terrible  bus

Thursday’s
in which four school

While the bus involved in the

' pecident was not a scheal board
- wchicle the incident reminds us
- Yhat even school buses are not
- vulnerable to accidents.

It was a little over a year ago
that residents in nearby Adjala
township, northeast ot Laledon,
were shocked when a school bus
‘was involved in a fatal accident
with a gravel truck in which the
bus driver was killed. Many of the
children on the bus suffered in-
juries as they were thrown around

the vehicle by the impact of the
crash.
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The Adjala accident prompted
an outery for increased schoaol bus
safety and many angry parenis
demanded to know why school bus
riders do not wear seatbells,

The main argument presented
by bus owners and school board
ofticials at the time was that school
children would abuse seatbelts,
perhaps even hurt cach other with
them, and would also be unlikely to
wear them, 3

The argument simply .doesn't
hold up. Certainly, in Ontario right
imow a ‘seatbell. conciousness’ is
being developed as adults and
children alike are being en-
couraged to properly use_ their
sealbelts. Seaifi
incars, by law, and both the federal
and provincial governments are
conducting public education
campaigns to encourage seatbelt
LISE.

We think these moves have had
an cttect and would be surprised i

school bus children did not co-
operate and wear seatbells.

Children’'s reluctance to co-
operate should not be used as a
justification to not prl?‘perly protect
them anyway, It would be a sad
comment on the school bus system
if drivers and supervisors proved
unable to make sure children in
their care prolected themselves by
wearing seatbelts.

Installing seatbelts .. school

buses is long overdue. Last week's

{ragedy should serve to remind us
all that death ciir also be an un-

wanted rider on school buses.
Every effort must be made (o
protect school bus children,

seatbelts would be just one such
step.

elts must be worn,

MORE CLuT BACKS

FOR oUR HOSPITALS.

Crombie’s comments concern
returning Tory MP’s

By Stewart

—— rre— =

MacLeod

Miawa Dureau
Of The Herald

As Conservative MPs siraggte back to
Ollawa for next week's resumplion of
Parlinment, I expected them o be some-
what preoccupied with the unflatiering
press coverage of Joe Clark’s world todr,
or wilh their slunning decline in the public
opinion polls.

Clark, their party leader, has really
been getting a journalist shellacking as he
wanders the far corners of the earih in
search of a grealer understanding n
foreign affoirs. And after enjoying o
10-poin1 Jead over the Liberals in the
public opinion polls, it musl have come as
a shock tasee that margin decrease to two

points,

Bul in series of off-the-record chals
with Tory MPs, 1 didn’t find an overwhel-
ming presecupation with these particular
aggravations. And perhaps this was be-
cause {hey were loo busy expressing
gulrage at those Yuletide comments by
David Crombie about negetinting with
Quebee separatisis, or sovercignly-assoc.
1t Ltinist s,

Yes, I know, that for the record, most
of these MPs will patienlly explain that
Crombice reatly doesn’t break any new
ground, that any federal government
would have to sit down and talk with Rene

Levesque abou! constitutional change,
lhat the Tories are no dilferent than
Pierre Trudeau's Liberals in this respect,
thal the whole thing has been blown out of
all proportion,

‘KEEP MOUTH SHUT’

But privalely, it's a differeni matier,
"Those stupid statements will haunl us for
year,” said once depressed MP, “Why
didn't he keep his mouth shul?™ He was

aANgry.

Just in case you ronissed Crombie's
nalional television interview, the former
mayor of Toronto made no bones about the
fac! thal any federnl government should
negotiate wilh Quebee Premler Levesque
regarding his proposed sovereignly-assoe-
fation.

*11hink anyone who refuses to negot-
inle is silly.”” said 1he relatively new MP
frum Toronto Rosedale,

And he didn't stop there. He wenton lo
say, during the interview and a subseq
uenl chat with a French-language Mont-
rest newspaper, that he would prefer lo
deal wilh Hene Levesque than with
Quebec Liberal leader Claude Ryan, He
thoughl Levesque was looking for a ''deal
with honor,”* while Ryan was a “political
theolngian and therefore far more rigid.”

Crombie, despite his recognized abili-
ties, obviously hasn'l been spending all his
spare time reading the written wisdoms of
Lovesque and Hyan. MNor has he been

-heeding 1he advice of his leader.

*“Clark, just a few wecks earlier, had
placed his foo! squarely in his mauth
when, under persisten! questioning in
#rench, said that & Conservative federal
povernment would negoliate on sovereig-
nly-association providing same 60 per cent
of Quebecers favored Lhis course of action.

It was the weeng thing to say, and his

staff suggesied that it was taken out of
cantext,

ADMITS ERROR

Bul Clark went before his party's
caucus and acknowledged that he had
made a serious error in judgement, He
said that through five or six questions he
stuck firmly 1o his pelicy of not dealing
with hypothetical situations, but then,
under pressure, he tried to describe the
strength of public opinion Lhat would
result in negetiations, Clark told coucus
that, having commlited this error, it
should not be compounded nnd that the
less said on this subject the better,

There were references to earlier Tory
troubles in this areca, including Hobert
Stanfield's difficulties with “‘deux-pal-
jons'' and the MPs were wammed [n no
uncertain terms {hal Trudeou would
mince them if they tried to become
praclical, er even theoretical, abou! nego-
liations wilh separatists. The Trudeau
government lang ago stake out that safe, il
over-simplified, middle-ground of *‘we
will not negetiate the [ulure of our
country.”

But despile these warnings, Crombie,
who seems rather proud of the fact he
used lo teach a course in Canadian
government, soared off on his own,
appearing lo give legitimacy to Leves-
que's goils.

S¢ far, Trudeaw, who jus! loves
suggesting the Conservatives ate "'seft on
separatism’™ hasn’t acknowledged Cromb-
ie's contribulion 1o his cause. But he will,
make no mistake about it,

And this is why n great many Toary
MPs are returning to this pre-election
Parhament wishing Crembie bod gone
south for Christmas,

TV picture of Conservatives

makes for interesting viewing

By DON O IEARN
Queen's Park Burciau
Of The Nerald

TOHONTO -- Television has affecled
all of us in the past few decades bul
nowhere probably has il had such an
impacet as on politics, the grand dame of
our socicly.

I has made the old girt o soubrette;
replaced her diadom with a mirrar,

This winler the CBC mwred o program
on the belind-the-seenes life of Premier
Willinm Davis, The Arl F The Possible,
You may have seen il

Pulling an such a program in iisell
was net the indiciment of television thal is
inmind. A deeper loek at aur feaders can
have its usefnlness.

Bul in the program (here were sublle
illustrations of just whal a knecking about
the medium has been giving politics.

ALL IMAGE
... You may or may nol have noticed bul
in that program preity well everything
wis cenlered around that great he-all,
end-all of the seventies: " hinage.™

You will remember 1he premier’s
pipe. You dido’t see him without it i you

eould catch him through the smoke.

When talking about the budget he
wanled somelhing done about “storm
windows.” They would help the image.

There was “consultation;”™ far, wide
and frequent, The "image'' of & govern-
ment of the peaple.

AND ARTIFICIAL

Davis used to be an avid .cigar
smoker. Perhaps for persanal reasons he
did change on his own to the more *'cosy”

1pE.
£ peﬁ.mislunce in encourage use of storm

.....................
______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________

windows is o natural move for goavern-

tent in these days of short encrgy.
And consultation with Ihe public
should be &n essential political exercise.

All are justified. Bat in the case of The
Arl OF The Possible and the Davis
Fovernment they were too artificial, oo
cunirived.

Davis doesn’t really look cosy smok-
ing his pipe. With the sterm windows il
was a case not of whether they would be

“Letter to the editor

Ieties bt that they would louk better. And
Ihe cansullation jusl came across as trite.

And this has been becoming a hall-
mark of politics since lelevision staried
putting images into our living reoms in the
19505, Polilies have been growing more
and more artificial -- superlicial.

Advertising people, once sullered as a
necessary evil, now are large — the
peadulum on policy has swung too far to

- popularily as against need. The grand

dame, il seems, is gelling close o a Noozy.

Ratepayers knock

escarpment reduction

The following is a copy of a leller
forwarded to Premier Wllllaom  Davis
with regords Lo the Niagara Escarpmenl

{"osmmisslon.

Hon, William Davis
Parliament Beildings.
Toranto, Ontario
Dear Sir:

We, the Niagara Escarpment Nerthern
Ratepavers Associalion, are concerncd
about the impact on publie opinion created
by the recent announcement of reductions
of up to eighty per cent of the areas
subject to control by the Ningara Escarp-
ment Commission.

This undefined and vague statement has

causted apprehension, Insecurily and o
disruption of peace of land tenure among
the people affected. '

In particular, careless reference to the
word “‘scarp” has led to unsupported
copjecture and bifurcated definition.

To alleviate this confusion, we com-
mend your consideration of a direclive by
you 1o the Comimnission to define its
concept of the word “scarp™ in the hope
that this may relieve the present intoler-
able confusion.

Yours truly,

Fred Davenport

Niagara Escarpment
Nerthern Ratepayers Assoc.
Kemble Ont, NOH 150, 376-6866

From the Herald’s

files

ESQUESING AG. MEETING
...THIRTY YEARS AGO — The annual
meeling of lhe Esqueslng Agricultural
Socivly was held on Salurday afternoon in
the municipal building. While the George-
town Fair enjoyed the best year in the
history of the sociely, il was unfortunate
that adeficit of $340 had 1o be shown on the
year's business. This deficit was due in o
targe extent to the large exhibit brought
out and the sulstanding prize list of over
$2.100 paid. ‘ints along with o few im-
provemenls to pens and the much higher
operating costs of last ycar's show lefl the
balance un the wrong side of the ledger.

As an impetus (o the organtzalion of &
Credit Vatley Conscrvalion Authority, the
Lions Club, along with the Credil Valley
Lions, will sponsor o dinner this spring o
which heads of all municipalities affected
will be invited.

Georgetown's oldest resident, George
M. Charters, died at his home on Academy
Houd on Menday, January 26. In poor
healih for the past year, he suffered a fall
on the ice in mid-January from which he
never fully recovered. Mr. Charlers was
born 92 years age in Norfolk County,

Relatives of a Georgetown lady had a
narrow cseape from death on Saturday
when their car collided with a CNR
passenger train al a leve] cressing jusl
wesl of Guelph Junction. Mr, and Mrs.
Alberl Hosker, RRY, Guelph, were both
thrown clear of the car, oand were
admilted 1o 81, Joseph's Hospital. Mr.
Heosker, who is o brother of Mrs, Percy
Olney of Georgetown, injured his lell
shoulder, His wile lad hip and chest
injuries.

LOBLAW'S LOCATING
.o TWENTY YEAHS AGO — Announce-
menl was made this afternoon by Delrex
Develepments that Loblaw Grocelerias
will locate in the new shopping arca under
construction in the easlern part ef fown
franting Highway 7 a1 the 91h Line corner.

One man died ond five others were
injured in i head-on collision on Highway
7 three miles west of lown Wednesday
afternoon while a dense fog blanketed the
ared. ’ ’

Mrs. Ernest Hall, 63 Main St. S,
aliended o meeting of the Milten Dislrict
Association for Helarded Children in
Milton recently al which the nssociation
expressed the desire to help any such
children there may be in Georgelown., It
was suggesied that if transportation is
available, the Sunshine School at Milton
will ke huppy 1o accepl any relarded
children from Georgelown in enrolment.
Since the meesting, the Kinsmen have
offered o look after such transporiation.

Yolanda Goudeketting, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Goudckelting, 8

‘Prince Charles Drive, was judged 1op
speaker among eight students from the
four local public schools whe participated
tn a contesl Friday night in Wrigglesworth
audilvrium. Yalanda, who attends Wrigg-
lesworih school, will meel seven other
regional winners this Friday when the
Halton finals are held here to choose o
winner to cosnpete in the provineial finals.

Some time belween early Soturday
aflernvon and mid-afternoon Sunday, a
person or persons entered Georgetown
High School and committed senseless and
malicinus damage which, when {olalled,
will approach the $400 mark.

ENDOF GEORGETOWN?
....TEN YEARS AGO — An historic
announcement by Darcy McKeough,
Ontario minisler of municipal affairs, tast
Wednesday forecast the disappearance of
Georgetown as a self-conlained municipa-
lity within two years, If Mr. McKeough's
regional government for Hallen and Peel
counties comes inlo being (and the minis-
ler lefl no doubt that il will, preferably by
decision of the 15-0dd munieclpal councils
Tnvelved, but if net, by government edicl )
Georgelown will become a parl of a
complelely new area composed of George-
lewn, Acton and the large part of Esques-
ing Township around the twe comInunit-
s,

A familiar landmark will disappear
around the beginning of April when the
Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce
and Garner’s Stare at the corner of Maln
and Mill Streels will be lorn down. A new
lzank, patterned after the Canadian Impe-
rial Bank of Commerce al Highway 10 and
uteen Street in Bramplon, will be buill on
1he sile,

The shreill and distinel seream of the:

steam whistle drew railroad bulls to the
Georgetown CN yard likemoths to a flame
Sunday 1o see onc of the few remalning
steam locomotives pass through. The
13-car train was o an excursion sponsor-
vdd by the Upper Canadian Hailway
sociely of Toronlo,

Georgetown Chamber of Commerce
opened a new business office at 232 Guelph
Sireel in the Melrapaolilan Halton building
January 21. The ofiice will be cpen twice
weekly, Tuesdays and Thursdays.

CENTURY'SWORST STORM

LLGINE YEAR AGO —One mandied and

annther lost a leg in what has been termed
the worst storm of the century as |t
whipped burricane-force winds through
Halton Hills Thursday leaving behind nine
to cleven cenlimelres of snow and roads
clogged with abandened vehicles, Charles
McNally, 70, of Terra Cotta, was pronoun-

ced dead on arrival al Georgetown and -

Disirict Memorial hospital Thursday ollec
he callapsed trying to chop through ice in
a ditch near his home.

Ontario Municipal Board (OMB) con-
ciuded three days of public hearings
Friday inte o proposed library al Cedar-
vale Park in Georgelown. Board member
John Wheler said a written deelsion will
he delivered in six 1o eight weeks. The
hearing was called after about 3,500
ralepayers signed a petition protesting the
Cedarvale site [or the library.

A 17-year-old Georgetown fork-lilt
operator died in an indusirinlaccident last
Wednesday afternoon. Wayne Scott Far-
row af Norton Crescent died after backing
his vehicle into a sieel beam al George-
town Terminal Warchouse on Armstrong
Avenue, Hallon Regional Police reported

Unless remedial work is underiaken
at the battom of Metealfe Ravine in

Georgetown “‘the erdsion will become

pregressively more extensive, causlng.
MOt awu More damages (0 lrees and:

vegetation, and {ncreasing the poasibility
of more widespread slope damage,” the
Credit Valley Conservation Authority was
told Mondavy,
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