Hydro ignored pl
invites breakdowns, say

By PAUL DORBeX

Herzld siaff writer
In selecting o route through
Halton Hills for the Bruce (o
Milton corridor, Ontario Hydro
planning eriteria set out
by the Northeastern Power Co-
omilnating Council, thus inviling
T et ol poxeotially
t y
black-out much of Ontario and
northern of the US., the

OMB was {old [ast week.
Patrick Devine, lawyer {or the
Interested Citizens Group
{10G), which has been oppoaing
the Bruce to Milton corrider
since 1973, challenged the corri-

dor's t-fait trapsmisgion

capability during his final sum-
mation before the OMB Thurs-

day.

The lack of adequale sysiem
security planning in the seiec-
tion of the Bruce to Milton route,
Mr. Devine contended, leaves
the corrider vulnerable to any of
a variety of natural or man-
made disasters that at the very
least would cut off transmission

between the corridor's terminus

Properp

at the Milton switching station
and Metro Toronto.
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concern to Hydro

and input which led to
the formulallon of government
policy,” he sald.

Mr. Devine criticized argu
ments put forth by Hydro lawyer
John Parkinson that any ahort-
comings in the line's plaoning
can be overcome later. The
potential for breakdowns will
exist for a fong Ume', he sald,
before Hydro can move lo
secure I3 Lronsmission grid
system agalnst [ailure.

Meanwhile, Mr. Devine point-
ed out, allemative routes are
available now by which Hydro
could guaraniee the technical
safety of ila system. He cited a
possible route belwecn Bruce
and Essp, near Barrie, which
the 1CG suggested as a supertor
route in 1975. ‘The suggestion
was later endorsed by an inde-
pendent energy planning consul-
Lant. '

The alleged shorteomings in
Hydro's preparation for the
Bruce Lo Milton corrider, which
subsequently becamne part of the
provineial government’s ration-
ale for accepiing the rouie
through Haltem Hilis, was &-
mong lhe “cracks in govern-
ment policy” (hat Mr. Devine
noted during his summation.

flesponding o Mr. Parkin-
gon’s assertion that such policy
connot be changed and should
not be challenged by the OME,
Mr. Devine stressed faults and
inadequacies in the information
upon which Hydro - and thus the
government - based their choice
for the corridor route. Hydro, he
charged, did not begin gathering
the proper information about the
corridor’s possfble environmen-
tal and technicel capability until
after the fact, once government
policy was established and the
Bruce to Milton roule designal-
ed by 2 Cabinet order-in-council.

Mr. Devine questioned® Hy-
dro's estimates of the cost to
Ontario taxpayers being incurr-
ed 05 o result of deloys in the

lanning impossible

town tells OMB hearings

High-voltage transmisslon
Hpes like the 500,000-voll Bruce
o Milton corridor mow under
consideration are simply ‘%o
' new" to allow anyone, including
Ontaric Hydro, lo accuralely
predict the long-range effects
they will have upon Lhose who
live and work nearby, Halton
Hills solicitor Fred Helson told
the OMB 1nst week.

The last of four lawyers to
summarize their cases belore
the OMB Thursday, Mr. Helson
elected to lake a somewhat
different route in outlining the
concerns which his cllent, the
town af §Lalton Hills, shares with
Halton region and the Interested
Citizens Group (1CG).

Mr. Helson focused his re-
marks on evidence heard during
the eight-day hearing regarding
the Bruce to Milton corridot’s
',l:olenltal impact upon farming
n the municipality, {rom hamp-
ering farm operations to creat-
ing serious medical problems
for the farmers themselves.

TRANSMISSION LINES
The lawyer acknowledged
that Hydro actively seeks 1o
minimize the effects of its
transmiasion lines by rouling
them along rear lot lines, thus
removing them as far ns pos-
sible from ficld operations and
residential buildings. There are
nevertheless somoe excepllons to
the rule, he pointed out, where
landowners cannat be so easily
accommodated becouse of the
geographical lay-out of thelr

roperiies.
¥ One ers, Mr,

such
Helson told the OMB, is Mr.
Reford Garhouse of RR3 Milten
an ICG director and recently
president of Lhe Royal Winter
Fair. '

According (o Mr. Helson, Mr.
Gardhouse is a fifth-generalion
farmer whose family has work-
ed the same area of land in the
southern portion of Halton Hills
for many years. Huvigla deve-

ize herd

loped 8 prize Hcatﬂe

t vears, Mr. Helson
e Jandowners had hoped
to somebody turm hls [arm over
to hls own son, but now, “doesn’t
know If he can".

Because of the manner in
which the Bruce to Miiton
corridor will bisect his property,
Mr, Gardhmise |a uncertain that
farming can continue o be o
viable livelihood, and there is
no possibility that he will re-

celve proper compensation un-
der Hydro's present guldelines.

REGION'S COUNSEL
Also asking the OMB to deny

Hydro's application for planning

amendments that would clear
the way for the corridor was Hen
Anderson, solicltor for Halton

region, who pointed out that the
region's interest in Lhe Issue Is

Obituary
Ethel
Holmes

Long time Acton resident Eth-

el Mariam Holmes died in

Guelph General Hospital on Jan.

10. She was 81

Although she was born In

d Mrs. Holmes came to

Acton with her family at the age

of nine and recelved her educat-
lon in the town.

Mras. Holmes was a member of
St. Alban’s Anglican church and
the Duke.of Devonshire chapler
of the IODE, She enjoyed sporis
and curled and golfed as well as
heing as a member of the lawn
bawling league at one time.

She leaves two sona, Charles
{Mick} of Actan, and Jack of
Georgetown, three grandchild-
ren and two great grandchild-

: ving are two
sisters, Lucy Irvine of Cam-
bridge and Doris Creamer of
Brantford. She was predeceased
by her husband Harry (Bunk)
Holmes in 1972, '

Mrs. Holmes rested at lbe
Shoemaker Fyuneral Home and
Rev, Len Ewing conducted fun-
eral services for her from St
Alban's Apglican Church at 1:30

on Jan. 13. Interment fol-
E:mu:l at Fairview Cemtery,
Acton.
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alightly different than those of
Halton Hills and the ICG.
Accerding to the region’s pro-
offictal plan, he explain-
ed, Halton wis to coopernle
with Hydro in an effort Lo find a
compatible solution to concerns
over the corridor ralther Lhan
reject the Hine outright.

Mr. Anderson cited the re-
gion's ciforis lo persunde the
ministry of encrgy to commis-
slon an independent study of the
corrider reute and sible al-
ternatives, descri Initially as
jts “concern”™ and later s
“gpposition’” to the corridor. All
such efforts were {ruitless.

consiruction of the corridor.
Hydro, he sald, has set the cost
of bottling up power al Bruce al
439 million to $61 million for 1979
and between $13 million and $33
milten in 1978. In fact, he
clatmned, costs lotalled only
about $100,000 in 1978,

Developments in the corridor
jssue since the minkstry of
energy approved the route in
principle in early 1972, Including
recommendations by the 1973
Solandt Commission and more
recent revelations regarding the
line's potential wvuinerability,
have not altered Lhe route at all,
Mr. Devine sald. Boih lhe
Salandt Commission and the
Bruce Howlelt study underiaken
about lhe same tlme drew
conclugions about the safety of
{he Bruce to Millon corridor
long before cerlain security
problems were revealed.

Mr. Devine also pointed out
{hat the expropriation of proper-
ties for the corridor was ppprov-
ed by the government in Novem-
ber, 1977, a montli before energy
consultan! Ken Slater released
his Independent report which
critlei the route because of

- its visual and agricultural im-

pact, calling it the worst of
three possible nllernatives ex-
amined.

Although Mr. Devine agreed
with Hydro {echnicinn Walter
Inkis that humans can prepare
themselves for Lhe. occaslonal
electrical shock when working
in the vicinity of high-voliage
jines, he noted that animals
cannot. Besides the direct el-
forts of electrical transmission

and discharge, he added, the

corridor would pose other ha-
zards to farm activities. The

anning criteria,
s ICG’s lawyer

perial spraying o tields, for .

exnmple, is rendered impossible
in the area of hydro lines, he
Eald‘ : e e s — = =

Mr. Devine further recounted
the evidence of Hydro's project
engineer, Alex Collins, who Lest-
ified that Hydro will purchase
farms oulright where he pre-
sence of Lhe corridor renders the
larming operation economically
unviable, but admilted that
there are a number of qualifying

"facters in such deals.

The ICG lawyer charged that
Hydro's sole witness, planner
John Bousfield, did not take
faclors such as the quality of
agricultural land being exprop-
riated for the corrider into
consideration while examining
the line's route through Halton
Hills. According to the provin-
cial government's Guidelines
for Farmiands, from which Mr,
Parkinson
the non-agricultural use of
prime farmiand such as that
found In Halton Hills must be
fully justified, and reasons must
be statled as to why poorer
quality farmland eannot be used
instead, Mr. Devine said.

Mr. Devine asked the OMD lo
have Hydro conduct an indepen-
genr stugy of the proposed
corridor and roule, the security
of the grid system as o whole,
possible alternative routes and
their respective environmenial
and socizl impacts. He then
asked the board to reserve its
ruling on Hydro's application
uptil o divislonal courl can
decide on the ICG's and Halton
Hills' motion for prohibition that
would preclue the OME from
taking any part in the corrider
dispute.

poted extensively,’

EFFORTS TO NO AVAIL

Flrefighters almed thelr hoses In the
back doors at the scene of Friday's $15,000
fire at the corper of Mill and Guelph Streets,
‘but the blaze had loo good = hold on the aging

Introducing the driving style of fomorrow:

Frontwheel drive for a new standard in
traction...stability...Inferior roominess!

Just like Its team-mate, the S-door Omni
Hatchback, Omni's new 024 features front-
wheel diive. Togetherwith the transversely-
mounted 17-itre engine, frontwheel drive

assures gr< ater directional stability under
crosswind conditions and extra traction in

Dodge, makers ofihé great

Omni 5-door Hatchback bring you
new excitement...super-sporty,

front-wheel drive Omni 024!

Enter the world of modem performance
and design.. superb handling and balance...

sporty looks and spacious comfort...

all specifically designed for today's young

festyle.

snow and ain,

Advanced aerodynamic design for
sweeping good looks and exira fuel
economy.

The sports car lineage of Omni's new 024
is responsible for the heady feeling of power
and control you get behind the wheel.

Add to this the good sense of aerodynamic
design (with optional rear-deck spoiler) and
you get a missie-ike drag cBefficient

that helps the 024 munsilent, fastand at @
good fuel economy rating.

Qutstanding standard features include:

979 DODGE OMNI] 024 3-DOOR HATCHBACK/
MAGNUM XE/CHALLENGER/

Oeninil 024 ilustrated with oplional sports packags -
intetion and extefior trim.

-
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SEE THE NEW 1
OMNI 5-DOOR HATCHBACK /ASPEN/DIPLOMAT/
COLT HATCHBACK/ARROW/YOUR DODGE DEALER HAS THEM ALL!

AM-+FM radio, padded wood-one instrument
panel, rear window defroster and energy-
absorbing. urethane panels, front and rear.

A super cholce of future features and
Omni options:

The Omni team gives you a beautiful
choice to start with: in addition to the 3-door,
hwo-plus-two seater 024 sports coupe, Omni

offers you the amazingly spacious, front-wheel

drive 5-door Hatchback with
awide choice of optional trim

%

insulbrick structure which had been covered

with sidlng. Firefighters were unable o

coniain the flire before it guited the interior.
{Herald photo)

packages and luxury features.
The Omni 024's mary

sporty options include a rallye

cluster with tachometer, clock

and tip odometer, removable

tinted glass sunroof and

many other exciting,

CHRYSLER ‘

Dodge Truths

SALES/SERVICE

,

O...0h...0hh...024 extras!
Your Dodge dedler
has them now.

BUY OR LEASE
PROTECTED O THE

WARRANTY .

34 MONTH CHKYSLIN,
ANTFCORROSION ~
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