i Help for widows

Usually the Case

The most direct route to
the place you want to go ia

usually under conatruction.

Packed meeting

Town supports arts complex st
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A {ire Friday mornlng in a three-apartment home at the cormer of
Guelph apd MIill Streels closed Jlighway ? for more than four hours as
Georpetown volunieer firefighters batiled the $75,000 blaze. A faully flue to 2
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space healer lype stove on the lower level was blamed for the fire which broke

By MAGGIE HANNAH
Herald stalf writer |

Two men escaped  serious
injury Friday moming when fire
swept  through a  three-
apariment home ot the corner of
John and Gueloh Sireels in
Georgetown.

The blaze which forced ihe

closing of Highway 7 for aboul
five hours guiled the inside of
the buildlng leaving three
families homeless and
destroying most of their
possessions. Defective Hue
.piplng frem-a space heater type
stove in the downstairs unit is
blamed for starting the $75,000
blaze which was reported. al
11:16 a.m. by Ontario Hydro
employees,

landlord Joseph Peto, were in
the building when the fire broke
out.

1 was dressed and lying on
top of my bed,”" Mr. Kadona
said, “and 1 began to smell
smake. | went around and
checked my apartment but |
couldnt find anything. 1 was
just going oul losee if something
wns wrong dowastairs when Lhe
lnndlord came running in yelling
to gel out because the house was
on fire.”

s INSURANCE
vr. Kadena had lived in the
huilding for 4': years but had no
insurance. He lost everyihing,
he said, except for & new por-
table television se¢t which
carry

e

s The Nerth Halton Contact Centre has offered Its help in

i the proposed foundation of a new group in town designed to,
o+ lend much nceded support to recently widowed women, | &
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> report is inside.
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MARILYN SERJEANTSON

* uigh-voltage transmission line th
o summarized by four lawyers invoiv _
% Board hearing that ended Thursday in Georgetown. A full
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ydro pros and coﬂé

= The pros and cons of Dnlnriziyﬂm‘s Jans to build a
0

ugh Halton Hills were
inan Ontario Municipal =
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councillor

Halton Hills town coun-
citlor, Marilyn Serjeant- -
sop, representative for
ward four in Geargelown, .
discusses het road into .
politics with flerald edit- -
or Michael Hollett In this =
week’s installment of 3
“Haiton's Pegple™.

- Page seven
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: Teachers settle contract

Halton's secondary school teachers have reached a new

r conlract agreement a

fter four months of dispute.

- Detalls of Lhe new agreement, which carries a six per cent
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Acton skating club

Halton Hills skaters did well at the Northwest Toronto
Inter-Club figure skating competition hosted Sunday by the :
* Acton Figure Skating Club. Photos and stery inside.

: wage hike across Ihe boards, can be found inside today’s
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out for him.

*1 trled to go back and get it
myself,”” he said, “'but the fire
came too fast. I'm lucky 1 was
awake and got out alive.”

Mr. HKadona, who is a
widower. bhas no [amily in
Canada and is expected to go to
friends for a while until he finds
a new apariment.

Kim Walsh, 23, and his 21-
year-old wife, Barbara, just lelt
the bullding shortly before the
fire started.

"} just go! a job this week
working nights for Go Transit in
Bramplon so narmally I'd have
been in bed,” Mr, Walsh said.
“But | didn’t haove ta work
Friday night so we went to do
some shopping instead of going
to bed. We had cur dog with us in

the car but we were weorried
about the cat because it was shul
in the house. Apparently when
the firemen opened the door it
went fying out so it's okay.”

The Walshes only moved into
their apartment on the north
side af the building in December
and had no insurance on their
belongIngs.

“All we've got is the clothes
we stand up in,'”" he said, “'but
we [igure we're lucky to be out
and not hurt. Barbara’s parcnls
will take us and the cat and my
parents williake the deg. [ fuess
we have to start all over again.”

Mr. Walsh considers he's
lucky too that he now has a jeb
because he was uaemployed
until Iast week. Mrs. Walsh has

oul shartly afler 11 a.m. Only one of (he tennan’s, Steve Kadona, &, and the
building's owner, Joseph Pedo, were in the bullding when the [lre started.
Abaove, local firefighters batile the blaze,

llIcrﬁld photo by Mogitie Hannah}

$75,000 fire destroys local homes

been ot work with a back n-
jury.
GIVE CREDIT

You have to give the firemen
credit,”” Mr. Walsh said. "They
did their best but it had quile a
start by the time they arrived
and I hear they were really fast
(00, It's an old building sait got a
good hatd in all that wood ™

Phil Winer, manager of the
Halton Hills Community Credit
Union in Meore Park Plaza, has
offered the use of the building o5
a drop off centre for anyone
wishing (0 dopate househald
ilems to help the Walshes, Mr,
Kadona or the Joe Lowryes (the
occupants af the third apart-
ment! .get  their homes
pstablished again.”

Members and supporiers of
Arts Plus, an umbrella organiz-
ation for Halton Hills' perform-
ing arts groups, filled the town
council chamber to overflowing
Monday night in a successful bid
o persuade the lown's general
comnmittee to take Immediale
aclion on proposals that could
ultimately lead to the construct.
fon of a multi-use theatre and
arts complex,

Yielding 1o 1he group's wishes,
the commiltee recommended to
council thal a six-week, $10,000
feasibility study should be
launched 1o detesnine ‘com-
munily demands for arts-relat-
od recreational facilities . .. and
{0 determine how best to meet
those needs now and in the

future.'’

If eouncil aceepls Lhe recom-
mendation next Monday, the
town will contribute $5,000 tow-
ard the cost of the study, while
the Wintario corporation will
provide the balance on the basis

of & grant application filed by
Arts Plus.
SOME CONSENSUS

“There seems to be some
concensus thot the time has
come for such a facility,”
Georgetlown Little Theatre pres-
ident John Roe told the cormmit-
tee. .

Among the proposals to be
considered In the {easibility
study is the plon suggested by
the Little Theatre early in 1978
that would see Halton Hills
waorklng in co-gperatlon with the
Halton Board of Education lo
build a theatre facility onlo an
exlension the board Is construct-
ing at Howard Wriggiesworth
Public School in Georgelown. A
two storey, L.shaped thealire
additien with tiered seating is
[aresecn.

The Little Theatre and board
officials worked oul tentative
propasals for the addition after
the board anpounced ihat the
gymnasiutm at Wrigglesworth,
which has provided the seiting
{for the Little Thealte's product-

Buses wanted
survey shows

By PAULDORSEY
Herald stalf writer

The results of an August, 1977,
iranspottation survey conduct-
ed ncress ialten region were
unvelled before the regional
pltanning committee fast Tues-
day, shpwing, among other
things, that Hallon Hills resid-
enis want alecalized bus service
and thal the average size of
Hallon's houscholds has deerea-
sed [rom 37 to 3.4 persons per
home in Just six years,

Ho Wong, the region’s senfor
iransportation planner, oullined
highlights of the survey resulls
for cominiltee members, exp-
laining that such information is
necded to update data collected
in 1964, lo monitor ongoing
changes in transporiation pat.
terns, to help the region predict
traffic flow patierns and to
obtain public input with regard
to exisling problems.

POST-CARD FORMAT

Mr. Wong sald Lhat coples of
the postcard-format survey
guestionnaire were delivered a-
long postal walks lhroughout
Halton, reaching some 10,000
homes. Neighborhoods were se-
lected on the basis of urban
population, housing types, geog-
raphic location, income level
andd the neighborheod’s age, he
said.

Prisoners charge police abuse

as “sweat box”’

By LORI TAYLAIH
Herald staff writer
The hearing Involving lwo
Haltdn -Regional Police con-
stables charged with discredit-
able conduct bBEgmm—Monday
wilh testimony by three prison-
ers lransported by the Lwo
officers in alleged swentbox
conditions In a police van last
SUmmer.

Constables Raj Swaminathtn

and Arneld Vancliel, both sla--

tioned in the Milton division,
have been charged under the
Police Act with discreditable

conduct and neglect of duly in
connection wlth an  incident
August 14, 1978, in which prison-
ers who had been transported
from Millon vrovinctal court.
house to Metro West Detention
-Centre in Toronlo charged the
afficers drove the van with the
windows~yolled - up and the
heater turntd-on, although the
temperature outside thal Wday
was over 90 degrees Farenheit,

Douglas McConachie, QC, is
acting as legal counsel for the
Halton Regional Police Commis-
sion. and W.E. MacDonald. QC,

hearing begins

is acting on behalf of the iwo
officers. County Court Chief
Judge William Couller is presid-
ing a1 the hearing.

The three witnesses, Reg Har-
ris, 20, of Newmarket, Hobert
Turner, 22, of Clarkson, and
Frederick Carley, 25, of Niagara
Falls, cach lestified as
course of events on Augusy. (4,
when the incident is alleged to
have taken place, Thethree men
were in thevan during the
alleged incident. Each of the
men was charged at that time
with escaping Jawful custody

OMB hydro hearings
finish with debate

The Ontario Municipal Board
tOMB) hearing launched Jan. 2
in Georgetiwn to evaluate On-
waric Hydro's application lor
permission to build a major
transmission corridor through
Halton Hills ended Thursday
I,m!'l:r eight days of detailed
technical teslimony, accusa-
tions of delays and cover-ups
and continuing clpims that On-
tario does not need & corrider
that has already cosl laxpayers
millions of dollars.

OMB chairman Henry Sle-
wart and his associate, William
Dyer, reserved judgerment on
the Issues described 10 them in
eoormous detall during the
hearing afler summations by
lawyers for the four partics
involved - Hydro, Halton Hills,
Haltenregion and the Interested

Citizens Group (ICG) - brought
the proceedings lo a close.
ATSTAKE

At stake in the hearing was
Hydro’s application for official
plan and zoning bylow amend-
ments, thus far refused by the
town and region, that would
enable the crown carporation to
erect and string towers for the
{inal 12-mile seclion of ils 100-
mile long, 500,000-volt corridor.

The northern and southern
sections of the corridor have
already been constructed, bring-
ing the line of towers to Halton
Hills' northern boundary from
the Bruce nuclear generaling
stationon Lake Huron and lo the
sourthern boundary (rom the
carridor's terminus al the Mil-
ton switching slation just south

of Highway 401

tn presenting his case, Hydro
lawyer John Parkinson treated
the close proximity of the corri-
dor's northern and southern
sections 45 a mitigating (actor in
the OM8's considerations. Mr.
Stewart lent svpport to the
argument early in the p -
ings when he admitted that the
presence of hydro towers out-
side Halton Hills' nerthern and
southern boundaries, and the
cost thal would be involved in
moving or rerouting them, has
to be a {actor in the beard’s final
decision,

The OMB also seemed willing
to accept Mr. Parkinson’s con-

~tentlion that established govern-

ment policy must not be chal-

Conlinued on page two

to the- d

followingan f:s.{ ape from Maple-
hurst Correclional Centre in
Miltan, :
NEW RULE |
The wilnesses testified that
the trip froem the Metro West
Detention Centre to Milton in the
porning was rouline, with no

to take place was the removal of
jackets and cigareties {rom the
prisoners before they were plac-
ed in the holding cella in the
hasement at the previnelel
cuurthouse, as the result of what
the police officers said was a
new rule,

All three wilnesses lestified
that o police officer, which twe
of them identified as Constable
vanclief. on being asked o take
care with one of the jackeis,
dropped the jacket and stepped
on it. The jacke} belonged to Mr.
Harris, who also testified that
while he was in the ccll, his
mother tried to sce him, with a
message (rom his lawyer, but
was nol allowed 1o enter, al-
though this had been permitted
00 Previous occasions.

Al the end of the day, when it
came lime for the prisoners 1o
be transporied back to Maple-
hurst and Metro Weat Detention
Centre, the prisotiers were Lined
up and handcuifed. vne 10
ancther, as they had been in the
morning. However, no leg irons
wore used, as had been the case
on the morning Lrip.

All three witnesses testified
that the culffs were too Light, and
each said he asked the officer 1o
Ioosen them, but the request was
ignored. The prisoners were put
in the van and walted there for a
period af time before Lhe van lefl

Continued on page two

Mr. Wong conceded that the
limited response to the survey -
about 2,500 homes responded,
for a 3.5 per cenl returm -
represcnts the “bare minimum
thal surveys should bring to be
of statistical significance. He
further pointed cut that any of
the survey results that are 1o be
used in regional planning should
first be thoroughly checked for

Continued on page two
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=The big paper wifh thul
big circulation read §
fisst by everyone
Reaching more than
13,350 homes in
Halton Hills

dy

ions, will be converted Into @
resource centre, A new gym is to
be built at the rear of the school,
and the Little Theatre now hopes
that, |f better sltes cannot be
found for an arts facility intown,
some form of theatre facilily
ecan be incorporated Inlo an
expanded design.

Mr. Roe told the commiitee
Monday that the cost-sharing
project between the board and
town would total about $460,000
while construction of a new arta
facility has been estimated to
approach $1.5 milllon in cost.

WANTINDICATION

The board's Wards 3 and 4

trusiee, Barry Shepherd, infor-

‘med the commiltee that the

board is looking for some indica-
tion os to the town's Intention by
enrly March. If there [s no
commitment made onthelown's
part by then, he said, the board’s
expansion plans for Wriggles-
worth will likely proceed for
educalion purposes only. Mr.
Shepherd added that he cannaot
yet speak for all board trustees,
but expressed confidence that
that would be their decislon.
Aris Plus spokesman Rex
Heslop told the committee that
{he organizatlon will abjde by
the resulls of the [easibility
study, Mr. Heslop, slong with
Norm Bigg, represents the int-
erests of lhe Georgelown Rotary
Club op the Arts Pius commil-
tee, which was formed in Nov-

ember to realize proposals for

the complex.

The Rotary Club has made ard
offer of a Lhree-acre parcel of
land near Georgetown's Fair-
grounds Park which the com-
mittee believes could become a
suitable site for such a complex..

Also ted on the Arts
Plus commities are Lhe Haiton
Hills Arts Councll, the Kiwanis
Club, the Georgetown Choral
Society, the University Women's
Club, the Credit Valley Artisans
pnd the Little Thealre.
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FOR RIVER RUN SALE

Although tenders closed Janaary 3 for contraciors hoping
to purchase the River Run housing development on River Drive

no decision has yet been made as
project.

to which contractor will gel the

Ralph Ortliel, president of the company which s acting as
agent for the mortgoge holders. says that negotlations are
underway with several builders who are interesied in taking over

and completing the project.

“We'll take the time to get a proper bhullder and see thatl

certain prereguisites are met,”

he sald. "“We're Jooking for @

repulable, knowledgeable, sirong group and we won't be swayed
just by the dollar flgure. We dellnitely want the projecl
completed in the way it was envisaged and for thal reason we
won'l stgn any papers until we're sure certain we have the right

company.”

immedlate stari up Is one aof the condilions the purchaser

must agree lo, he said,

isturbances. The first incident
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Rotary Club member Spencer Hoberis ukated the eotire
day at hls club’'s skate-a-thon, held Sunday st the Memoria)
Arena lo raise money for crippled children, For more pictures of
the fundralslng event, see page seven.

{Herzld photo)
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