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"1 just want to get this lour over with and
get back to Austrig.™
Those words were spoken by Jeff Gelger,
one of two Canadians playing on the Austrian
Nationa! Hockey team. The other iy Rick
Cunningham, *
Sporling o black cye and g gigantic
bruise on his neck, bath souvenirs {rom the
stven-gome tour the Awstrinns made in
Ontario, Gelger had nothing but bag things to
Say about the tour's first zix games, This
reporter spoke to him nt a news conference on
the afternoon of the game.
R LRl o LA RARTRC
HSDH'IE Df 15 ‘.:. = .'“II-. a2 et "‘_“"‘;!r;'ll'.: I"rf :
these guys Pl Do i, N
on the leams
we've play-
ed so far
have been
real goons,"
he said. “Al)
Ihey want to
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hotel after
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Jeff Geiger

this is over
the betler.”
FORMER GOON
Geiger knows what being a goon i3 all
about, fle Is a former one, Serving in that
capacily for four years as a member of the
OHA Junior A" Ottawa 67s.

“Yeah I was a goon in Junior AV
hockey,” he said, “"Bul that's (he role the
conch {Brian Kilrea) wanted me to play," the
21 year old defenseman said.

Aller graduating from jupior hockey
Gelger was drafted by the Chicage Black
Hawks, He spent parts of his first pro season
a3 a member of PDallas (Central lcague) and

Bl Currie was back in the Georgetown Raider Uneup
lor the game against the Austrian Natlonal teamn Friday
right. No one knew that fact more then the Anstrian

Fiint {Internatlonal). He could see that he
would nol make the ultimate tlep to the
National Hockey League.

His {ather was born in Vienna and that
opencd the door for him to apply for his
passport and to continue his hocksy career in

Austria, where the money is much better than -

toiling in the minors of North America.

“It's a completely different game over
there,"” Geiger said. " There is tio fighting and
hardly any hitting, just a lot of passing and
stickhandling."

The defenseman, whao plays for Villach,
in the first division, said who ever gets the
mosl shots In Austria usually wins the hockey
games. Shots on goal have been dismissed as
a needless statistic in North American
hockey,

“Over there you play 28 games in a
year," Geiger said. "'You play your ILwo
ganies a week and the rest of the time you
parly.” s there any comparison between
the top-flight league in Austria and Junior
“A' in Ontarie.

"In junior hockey here everybody takes
the game really sertously,” he said. “Teams
would do anything to win. . .over there no one
really takes hockey as a life or death
malier," .

The type of hockey the Austrians play in
their homeland hardly prepared them for a
tour of Ontario.

RUNNING CRAZY

“Some of these guys we've been playing
have been running al us like crazy," Geiger
said. "By the way the Gananoque team
played last night you'd think they were
making a 100 G* apiece or something. "

The Austrians went up agalnst Ganongue
tn the sixth game of their toyr., By the time
lhey gol there they were a tired bunch of
hockey players. By the end of their tour they
had played seven games in 10 days ond
Geiger said, "That'is a bil much.” Especially
when ynu're used to playing twice a week and
what Geiger said amounis tg rothing more
than fast-peced non-contac hockey,

The press conference, co-sponsored by
the Georgelown Independent, Georgetown
Chrysler and the Town of Halton Hills, was
the only thing of its kind the Ausirians
exXperienced,

LIKE CONFERENCE

"“This is really good,” Gelger satd in the
midst of ihe conference. “Ii's good to have
the guys experience something like this. so
far we've been to the worst part of Ontarjo,
places like Dundas, and Gaznonoque. ['ve
never heard of those places and I'm from
here.'’
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Austrian hockey, ‘One big party’

Gelger sald that he would never return to,
North America ta play hockey. Ag long az he
decides to make hockey hia living he'll stay in
Austria,

He mokes approximately $20,000 a year,
most of which is tax free, Bets a ¢or and also
has his apartment paid for by his team,.

He said his team is one of the best in the
league with the biggest crowds.

The game in Georgetown did not prove lp
be & wild affoir in which the Raidors took
runs at the Austrians or uysed cheap siuff.
There was plenty of hitting und some rought
stuff, but the Austrians more than held {heir
awn in both departmenta,

“This was the best game in the tour,**
said Austrian captain Heisean Herbert when
il was all over.

Herbert sald he was surprised the Raid-
crs coulds skate so [ast,

"They were really fast.” he said. *1
didn’t think they could keep up with us, but
they did, "

The captain said that the players on the
teams the Ausirians had faced previoys to the
Raiders were not toa talented, “'but they
really wanted to win badly. Canadians seem
to give I 110 per cent all the time.**

The Austrian captain said that his team
played in three good games In {he tour, "*The
best teams we played: werr freorpetawn,
Dundas and Orillja. "

In each of those three games the  Aus-
trians lost by one goal, They lost 2-1 ta
Dundas, 6-5 to Orillia and of course 3-2 to the
Raiders,

Inthe seven-game lour the Austrians Inst
five times and the other (wo games ended in
ties.

LOST FIRST GAME
The lour began with & 8- loss in Port
Elgin. That loss was not Surprising as the
Parl Elgin rink is very small, similar to
Memorial Arena here. and the Austrians
must have thought they were Playing in a
fiooded closet. .

The team's next step was in Owen Sound
where they played to a 2.2 draw, The next
game in Dunaville ended in 2 3-3 tie. Those
were two games the Austrians should have
won as they were against the twe weakest
teamg they faced.

The next two games were in Dundas and
Orillia. The sixth game was against Ganono-
que and the Austrians came out on the shart
end of 2 5-3 score, but judging by what a fow
of the plavers had lo say they must have been

happy to nast escape with their lives,

It is interesiing that the Gananoque game
came the night before the Austrians faced the
Haiders. . _

Understandably the Austrians must have
thought the Raiders were Eolng to run at
them, Probably in self defense mpre than any
other reasan the Austrians came out hitting,
The approach seemed to surpeise the Ralders
and the Auslrians jurnped out to p 20 lead.,

Afler the [irst period lhe Austrians
stopped hitling and the game lumed inte a
fast skaling duel.

Had the Austrians kept hitting for three
periods, they may have just won the hockey
game, There are two reasons why the
Austrians probably stopped hitling. Firstly
alter seven games in 10 days they were
certainty lired. Also once they realized ihat
tiey were not up against o buneh of BOONs
they decided Lo skate it with the Raiders,

“This is the most talented group of
hockey players we have come up against in
the tour,” Herbert sald. ‘"They beat us, but 1
think we gave them & good maich."

McDUFFE FACED RUSSIANS
Raider goaltender Peler McDulfe got his
second laste of international hockes: Friday
hight.
Last year as a member of the World

'Hm:key Association Indianapelis Racers he

faced the touring Russiap all-star team.

“Playing goal against the Russians wisg
similar to playing againsi the Austrians,"
McDulfe said. “*Youean expect balh teams to
hold onto lhe puck until they have a really
good shot. ™

McDuffe got to see one of the misters of
hig irade in the net for the Russians last year.

Tretiak was the netmindor af the cther side of
the rink, ‘

The Hauter netminder said he i beyin-

- ning to enjoy this year. “I'm really relaxing

wilh the guys now,” he sald, *'T think we are
folng to have a pood year ™

McBulfe said that he expects the Raiders
lo battle it out with the Collingwood Shigp-
builders for the league title,

SUFFERED LETDOWN
Last year the Raiders suffered a Jotdown
after whipping the Yugoslavian natipnal
feam,

-The ehances of that happening this year
aiv minimal, They played Fort Erie last
nighl and then play a return maich at Alcott
arena Friday. The Raiders should win those
Iwo games by just showing up.

Continued from Page 21
circles, that Cottan, g sial-
wart on the Raider defonse
for many years, and coach
Gerry Inglies could patch up
their differcnees.

Cotton left the team when
hie felt he was unduly bench-
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Raiders must chop

ed by Inglis during an early
seasen mateh.

“If he doesn't want to play
me in an early seasen game
when there's nothing on the
line, do you think he would
us¢ me later on when it

‘egunts?”, Cotton said, “Eve-

ry team makes the playoffs
so why bench players in
games lhat don't really
couns."

The position the Raiders
have taken in the Colton case
is that he walked out on
lhem,

Luan has not played any
regular scason games with
the Raiders. There is a better
than even chance that he will
be gone by midnight.

McBratney was chosen the
tcam’'s captain in the early
season, but he left to retyrn
to Flint. Mickigan after ohiy
o {few games, The team has
been in contact with Y in
Flint revently, to sp
will be back. It is prob:ple
that he tw wil] net b uUnds e a
ceare ol midnipgy

The team will most cer-
Liinty ol one of their three
Boalkeepers, They have Me-
Duffe, MacDonald and Mas.
ters. One of three Ms will be

. Bone tonlght and it won't be

McDuffe. MacDonald has
been busy with his werk and
rot been to many practises or
games. Unlesge he can be
tounied on for the Jate season
and playoffs the excellent
little netminder will get the
chop. ;

Inglis has been very relue-
lani to use Masters, who has
a'bad shouider., ¥ Machon-
ald can make a commitment
o the team Masiers will

have to give back his card.

A couple of other players
mentioned will have glso

forwards who tried (o crogs the Raider bluellne such a3 the

one above, The Austrians surprited the Ralders as they too
came out bitting in the first perfod of the game the Rajidern

won 1-2,

(Herald photo)

RAIDER PRESENT

Hob Hooper. president of the Grm"grluwn Ralders, presents gifts Lo Dvr. Dieter Kal, Raider execulive is talking
manager of the Austrian National Team just belore the puck was dropped helween the Ralders until midnight In case any
and the Auatrians. Inthe background is Mayor Peter Pomeroy.

probably seen (heir last days
as Haiders. Right now it's
anybody's guess as to whom
will be cut. Nobody on the

late changes have to be
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